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Sun Yat-sen in Hong Kong: The Western Impaét {a summary)

Oof all tﬁe major Chineée 1éaders in ModernKChingée_Higtofy, Sun_Yat—sen
stands out as th; one most closely iaentified‘withrforeigﬁers. His ability to
make;frieﬁds with Japanese, Englishmen, Freﬁchmen, énd Aﬁericans is striking even
{ by today's standafds. In fhe hey&ay of imperialism and colOnialisﬁ, it is truly
.reﬁarkable that Sun's forelgn friends were all at his dLsposa ' %eaaf to hélp
- Him in his revolutionary ééuse. Tndeed, there is a strain of jntgrna£iona1i5m and
cosmopolitanism both in his mind and beﬁaviour,

sun Yat-sen's “Té—tung" spirit, however, has been genefally mis—interpreted'r
by Western as well as Chinese historians. At times be has been-gharged with |
oppoztunism, that he wouié befriend anyone fo&-his?cwn céuseL'A moré serious
charge is that he lacked a gocd understandlﬁg of the real 1ntentlons of the West;
his bourgeois‘backgxound affected his ruthlessness 1n seérchlng for personal
glory. All these explanations, however,rignoré to iﬁvestigate'the rather unigque
character of Sun's educationéi ﬁpbringiﬁg; e | |

In'fac{, Sun never really wanted to 5oin ﬁhy reformist groups, as suggested
be ;rofessor Schiffrin. Sun had al&ays-beéh a “lbﬁeré iﬁ,pis search for the
'sqlvation-of'chinal One clear example ig his lack-of h;ving3a ﬁermaﬁen£ relation-
ship with oﬂe of his mentors, Sir HoO Kail {1é59~1914). Sqn‘s_single—min@edness
in searching for solutiéﬁs_t& China's illé comes basically from his own pgrsonality,
‘and even more important, his educatioﬂ in Hong Kong at the Collégg of Medicine
for Chinese, Hong Xong.

2s a child, we are told that Sun was constantly in and out of troubles. His

nickname at his native villagé waé "Little foreign devil® (hsiac yang-kuei-tzu},
which reflects_Sun's curiosity about thé-outsiﬁe world:'He‘was also a person with
certa%n public inclinations, always hoping to refora othérs. According to Préfessor
Jen Yﬁ—wen’s researéh, Sun was once beaten unconscious whéh he t;ied to persande_a
gambler from his bad habit. Even ﬁore iﬁtefeﬂting is Sun's iconoclastic behaviour.
Tw1ce he damaged the sbatues of gods in VLIlage Lemples, and his parents had To
tfy members. Sun was not exactly

pay a heavy sum to appease villages as well as gen

""a popdlay’ boy_ 1H Hig niative home . '“’




Rather than glorifying Sun's youth, these stories actually reflect the
rebeilious tendengy ofVSuﬁ's peasant'o;igin; thug théy should be éccepted
as bona fide anecdotes. The signifénée.of these tales lies in theii'suggéstiveness
of Sun'é:open“mindedness and indiviéual Charapter, ané his hostile attiﬁude

towards the Chinese tradition. Perhaps these early signs denuinely prepared his

-

.easingss in acceptiﬁg Western ideas and teacﬁings when he 1ef£-China as a little
boy of thirﬁeen.‘éécguse of the }ack of source-materials, we know very little
about Sun’s sojourn in Hawaii, except that his penchant for Christianity alarmed
his brother, who sent him back to Chipa in‘1883.mBu£_dh§e again a rebellious
act at a village teméle forced him té Hoﬁg ¥ong, where he was baptiéed iéter_

_in the year. N '

Therefore, Hong Kong did_ﬁo£ only betome his haven for ééqeﬁting theﬁWesterh
faith, but the plabe where he spent the wost five important years @f his life.
From31887—1892, underx thelguidancg of Si;ﬁJamgs éantlié-and other pmeinent
scientists, Sun stuéiéd & wide'ﬁgfietfrof'science sﬁbjebts.1We_kﬁow thét_Sun was
a most éedicated student; and in faét.fiﬁisgéd;firéﬁ of his class. ﬁe alsd know
. that he'was-exPosed to oiher,learhing. In 1923, he told a groﬁp pf:University of
Hong Xong students that he'éot‘most of his ;évglutionaiy'idéas froﬁ'Hong Xondg.

An oftenrrepeated;ﬂbut also‘mis—unﬁerstodd episode. Whét exactly did Sun mean
by “revblutionary ideas"? How was he affected by ihe_Hopg kéﬁg environment?

What othér knowlédge was he exposedrto‘other than those from the me@icéi texts?
| Sun'sropég announcement of ﬁis inte}lectual.debt to Hong-Kongjin 1923 was
aétually his second time. In 1884; Sun said in plain language in-his éetition to
Li Hung—changrthat hé received his scientific traiﬂihg in Hong Kong. |

Sun's "Shang Li Bung-chang Shu" is ene of the moSt importaﬁf documents 1in
understanding Sun's early thoughté, and especially the_iﬁfluence of Hong Xong on
hié-formati;e_mind. Unfortunately, this piece of docﬁmehtris seldom understood in_
terms of the Ebﬁtext from which it was written: thé Hopg Kong setting. Wha£ éun
meant by revolutionary ideas was actually & conposite of baxvinism, Republicanisn,
pfogress, individualismn, institutidnal changes and nationﬁlisﬁ. His ideas‘wére

haéy, and'perhaps even unclear, but perhaps by the'standaras of late nineteenth-

century China, they were rather revolutionary. | . . L



Iﬂ this pétition which Ii Hung—chang never saw, ‘5un had baSically four major
themes.‘?he one he listed firs{ hltherto has never been noticed properly by
hisioriaﬁs}rwho énly pick out his suggestions on pxefessionalism. Tt is true that
Sun's jen—ts‘ai (meﬁ of-talents) were not the same as thé tradiiional Confucian
ideal. Sun was calling for 1qstitﬁt1onélization of SPEC1allzeO posté in every
segment of society. Even more siqnificagt, however, is Sun's eﬁvhéSLS ont the
individual's responsibility to resPect'his on taék, no matter how small.,Sun‘s
_emphaSis on the lﬁdlvial’_ worth ié most, iikely'boriowed from Christian and
Darwinian_ideas; it is aléo.iather unprecedented at the time.

The individual -is useful because of his specialized knowledge; but he should
also be giveﬂ‘power whén necessary Sﬁn ugéd the example of the floods of rﬁveru
zin Kwangtung caused by reckless aeforestration, and called for the establisqment of

an agricultural officer w1th actual power to attaﬂk the problem SCieptificaliy

_m,»...,_

and from the perspective of lew. All 1ndiV1duals should contribute to the welfare

.

of the State.

Sun also proposed the mechaﬂlza£1on of agriculture and the gegera_ ma@eruizaﬁion
“of China, such as in weaponry and other technologies. This has been discussed in
length by other scholars. A poznt not- emphaSizea 15 sun's pvoposai tha* pusiness and
commerce are vital in China' 's search for natlonhood Clearly this is a influence of

>

HOng‘Kong's when Sun argued for the'creation of insurance and embassies to protect
China‘srbusiﬂess'ihterésts. Here Sun's 1éonoclastlc tendency is VlUldly de-
ménstrated.rfor the sake ?f national salvation, even anti—Confuc1an plans must be
given top prlority.-

Young Sun Yat-sen is truly remarkable student of Western affairs. Western
matter (Hsi-wu) would not help China if there were no institutional changes--
and most impoitant, these changes must/be.aécompanied 5y the change of individuél

worth in society. Such was gun's revolutionary ideas in the period before he

decided on the road to nilitary revolutionary activities. Bﬁt the main-tenets

of ‘these early thoughts remained with him throughout hi; life. Hong Kong was

the genesis of Bun Yat-sen's Westérn impact.




