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one time | was soclose o 18 that T think [ should have done so bat
for the jubof printing 3 Tew cards which enabled us to buy = Httle
corn mesal. in this darkest time in my Hie my seeomd ebild was
nern.” Thers was no food in the bome, and George wentouton a
desperate seareh for money. As ke deseribed i, 7T walked along
the sirest and made up my mind o get money from the first man

ght indiente thai he had (& to give 1sippped

WhHORE EPPRSTan

&
2 man-a siranger-and told him | wanted five dollars, He asked

what | wanted i for. | iold him that o
thet I had notbing (o give her to eat. He gave me the wmon
Had not, [ think § was desperate sncugh to have killed him.
George never had 1o kill anyone, {or he soon began pleking up
engnghwork s a sobstitate printer tosupport the family, thoagh
b was i and out of debt for many vears. The privation that he
had undergone when anable to fnd work in wealthy California
had a profound effeci on his thinking, 28 soon became evident,
because around thix time Ceorge began io write, His first
published effort was o letter to the edivor of Jowrnal of the Trodes
and Workingmen in which he ashted if It were possible to “check
the tendency of society to resoive Hself into clagses who have too
much or ioodittle,” 2 guestion that was 1o he his lifelong coneern.
Awother pleee, a rather Feverish editorial on Lincoln's assassina-
uion, got George his first reporting sssignments. He began
tending political ings, atone of whirhhe spokeogtinfaver
af free trade, the subject of one of hic later books. Boon he was a
trpeseiter, then 3 reporter, aad finaliv a managing editor of the
San Franeizes Tomos g job that Jasted until Avgust, 1868
Later that year the San Francisee Herald sent George to New
York iotry o srrangs forwire news
vrmpresston. George got g firsthand lesson in how the pame

s wife was confinsd af}g

i he

rvien, Theexperiencolefia

thaet

of monopoly was plaved. The Associated Press, then the only wire
service, refused the Mesodd's apphieation. and when George

enterprisingly started an independent news wervice, the AP

arpanged for Westers Union, also a monopnly, 1o raige its rates
for pews transmassion high enough o put the interlopor out of
ciom "The contrast of
ey andwant that Esaw in New Yorkappailedme and Heli for

tusiness. The ¢ty taught him other les

the West feeling that there mpst be a eavse For this, and that i

¢t owas.”

pousible [ would tind sut wh

sck in Califorma, George found his answer. Out riding in

the hills pear San Fraaciseo, he “asked a passing toam-
cwhat Jand was worth there, He pointed to snme sews

Ao
wrazieg off so far that they Jooked ke mive and sands Tdon™
kv exsetly, bast there {8 4 man over there who will sell some land
s fthen an sutlandizh price {or farm

fora thousand dollars an a
Lendd | Like a Basb i1 came apon me 10y
sdvancing poverty with advancing wealth With the growih of

tther was the regson of

pepntlation land grows in value. and the men whe work it mast
sy mory for the privilege. §lurned back, amidst goiet thought te
the pereeplion that then came 1o me amd has boen with moe ever
P T

In 1571 George put his “pereeption” o & foriv-eight-page
pamphiot fher Land awd Land Polivy. stats and Natiwal shich
sold s theusand eopies loeally and added s his modest repastation
in Californa Shortt thereafter he had his Brst unhappy brosh
with the arademic world & harbinger of the fnw esteem v v hivh

ezch would hald the ather in later years, The new University of
California st Berkeloy had decided to st up a oheir in polities]
sonnomy, abd George was azhed to deliver & lecture with the
thounght that. despite s lack of proper credentinls, ke might be
chosen for it
With hisustal willingness todobaitie againgt borh eddaand his
T HRT tpd tere that yusrantesd he
swonld net gel the job. Alter castignting the professors for having
Z e gn alr of repellent
he went on o tall the students:
Yoy do not even need textbooks nor teachers, if you will but
think for yourselves. . Here vou may ohiain the tools; but they
will be useful ondy to bim whe can uee them, A monkey with s
micrasenpe, & mule packing o Hbrary, sre femblems of the man—
and pnfortunately they are plenty — who pass through the whola
sducational machinary, snd come out but learned fools,., )"
Within the family, George disapproved of homework for his
childeen, and vears later, when his eldest son had o cheose
between a Harvard scholarahip ind 5 newspaper job, hiz father
advised the latter, on the grounds that Harvard would lesve
“muck that will have to be unlearaed.”

& simple and attractive scless

v

k]
=oopge now devoted most of twe years io weiting Progress
gud Proerty, the ook thal wag to make bm & world
figure. These were the “Terrible Seventies,” a time of bank
failures and hankrapicies; the family lived hand ¢t meuth on
his pecasienal earnings from fees zs g gas-melsy inspactor and
from & Fow lecture engagements, {(Mont of his lectures were on
funet or free trade or pefitics, but one, whith he often repeated in
later yoars, was on Moses,) George went deeply ints debt, and 8t
one point he had to pawn his wateh, but he was determined fo
complete the baok. Later be recalled that "when [ had finished the
last page, in the dead of night, when I was entively slone, { fung
myself on my knees and wept lke & child” Goorge zeni the
manuseript to New York in early 1872 and got twe rejestions: B,
Appleton & Co found it "very aggressive” and to Harper's it was
“revolationary.” George decided fo publish i fiest himeelf; 2
friendly printer m San Francisco offered to make the plates, and
Geesrgee imsetf set some of the type,

Progressand Porertgislong and rambling, but often goaring in
its elonuence. George's style is move biblical than economieal; this
was bofore seonomics had to be written in nambers rather than
words, Along the way, Geerge offers his oritique of cinssical
seonemic doctrine, delves into world history, sad concludes—
seventrically, by corrent standards of sconomic writing ~with &
theological chapter on “the problem of individesl life.” The
subject of the hook is summarized in the subtitle: "Aninguiry into
the cause of industrial depressions and of inerease of want with
inerease of woalth L theremedy ™

The “caose™ Nes with the landswner, Man iz entitled enly ta the
fruits of hiz own labor, bul the heolder of land, unlike the worker
and the camialist, makes no eontribation o weaith: he simply
charges others for the use of what was made by nature and which
he happens to possess, usually by thefl or conguest. Land has
value only when it is searce. When land is shendant, a8 in esrly
Arerica and carly Califorma, noone has to pay forit, there are no
bamfords, ased each peram s rewarded according tohis effert and



Fage §

his ability. The value of land rises, not through any contribution
by its owner, but because more peopls need more space; because
the growth of & community enhances the value of strategieally
Ineated property; and benguse of speetlstion.

The parasitic landowner’s share, bis “economie” rent- not for
any buildings he may putup, but for the have natural land Heelf -
can unly inereass 2t the expense of the true producers, lnber and
vapital {fself the produst of past labor), which George
eornimion vietims rather than natural antagonisty, "When non-
producers exn claim ag rent & portion of the wealth cveated by
produecers, the right of the producers o the froits of theirlabor is
to that extent dented.” And when ilie swner holds his lnnd ant of
preduction. waiting for & better prive, land use is distoerted
hecavuse people have (o move farther out 1o fing space to work and
trade and iive -spraw! s what we eall it today. Poverty somes
with progress. Ultimately, the rough equality of prelandlord
times gives way tothe extremes of rich and poor, 2nd, in 4 pussage
that suddenty jerks us back to teday’s newspaper: “Upon strests
lighted with gas and patrolled by unifermed policemen, beggrars
wakt for the passer-by, and in the shadow of college, and library,
and museum, are gathering the more hideous Muns and fieveer
Vandals of whom Macsulay prophesied ”

B George's view, & landholder bad no more right te chargs
rent {or land ke did not create than he would to monopelize
the air and charge others for the right to breathe. This is how
frevmyre ot it T we are 8!l here by equal permission of the
Creator, we are all here wilk an equal {itle to the enjoyment of his
hounty —with an egual right to the use of 2l that mature so
This is 2 right which is naturs! 2nd analien
ablesitis aright which vests in every human being as heenters the
world, and which during his continuance in the world can be
Emited anly by the equal rights of others. .. There ison earth o
power which ean rightfully make a grant of exclusive ownarship
inland. . Forwhat sre we but tenants for aday? Have we mads
the earih, that we should determine the rights of those who after
osshalitenantitintheirturn? . Though the sovereign people of
the state of New York consent to the landed possessions of the
Axturs, the pusiestinfant that romes wailing inte the workl in the
syualidest room of the mest miserable tenement house, becomas
at that moment seized of an equal right with the millionzire’s.
And it i robbed if the right is denied ™

The absolirte ownershipof land and other resources of nature s
the wyuivalent of chattel slavery, and a more common evil
stavery grows un where, as in the early American South, theland
12 50 abundant that free laborers can have it for themselves
trstead of working it for others. Whenever land is searce anough
tabe monapelized, however, labarars will be foreed to s condition
whick, though they be mocked with the titles apd insignia of
freedom, will be virtually that of slavery ” In the exireme cage
there ene thinks of Hawaiiafter the American missionariss and
tradershad appropristed alf the land ) “Place ane hundred men on
att wkind from which there is no eseape, and whether you make
ane of these men the shaolute swner of the siher ninety-aine, or
the absoluite owner of the soil of the island, will make ne
shtferonce eithertohim or to them. In the one rase, as in the other,
the one will be the absolute master of the sinety-nine.

Henry George's greatest oviginality lav in his “remedy.” He

inpsrtially offe

rojested the ugus! slinenatives of dividing up or nationsbizing the
lapd. The first was snworkable and superfieclal. The second
violated both Georpe's profound belief in free enterprise (s long
as it fruits were earned) snd biz equally profound distrost of
governiment. The remedy was to zllow private ownership of land,
but for soeiety to collect the unearned rent on that land through
tzxabion: "It is not hecsssary to confiscats land; it i only
necsssary o chnfiseste rent.” The reni i be “sonfiscated” was
the amount the owner could zolleet by renting svl unimproved
i, o if he had improved or built on if, the portion of the vent
stirthotable {0 the land alone; hie would not be taxed on the
imprivements, becsuse those wers products of his own effort,
Thus socisty would recapture the land values soslety itself had
ereated, and the avwner would be forced to put his land fo its beat
use er give it uy; hearding lend would no longer pay. Further-
more, the rent, or tux, would be enough to pay all the expenses of
government =¢ Thet neither labor vor capitsl need be taved on
their just earnings. This was the “single tax” thst become gloed
o Henry Goovge's name, George balieved B “would envemously
increase production; weuld secure justice in distribution; would
benefit all classes; and would make possible an advance to 2
bigher and nobler eivilization,”

Such was the message Henry George wanted to preach, When
the sommercial publication of Progress and Poveriy was fnally
assured, George boldly moved te New York, without monevor job,
to launch his book and himself. Az 2 later chronicler of the single-
tex movement, the historian Arthur W, Young, sbeerved:
“Beareely srything in the history of socisl referm movements is
more remarkable than the speetacle of this anknown California
printer setling fool in New York Cliy in 1838, poor in poclet,
aquipped solely with s book and the consciousness of 2 message, 1o
begotmne the founder of & new world-wide crusade sgainst world-
obd evils."” The author himeelf professed the vimest confidenes,
writing tohis cighty-one-year-old father in Philadelphis _é,iiat “i
will uliimately be considered 2 grest book, will be publighed in
both hemispheres, and be translated into difforent lzngusges.”

) gainsi all odds, George was right. Within s yesr
wlte B Progress and Poverty was widely noticed and began to
sell 52 no book on political economy had ever sold before. It
was published in England, and eventually it was translated inte
more than a dozen langwages, including Chinese. Unknown on his
fortieth birthday, at forty-two the Catifornia printer was on his
way to world fame. His short, stocky Bgure, with reddish beard
and high halding forchead, became familiar on the lecture
platform. In 1881 George went to Englend 2ad Ireland on the fivst
of many lecture tours; he was also the eorrespondent of the Mew
York frish World The Irish, and English radicals spposed to the
axploitation of the Irish by English landowners, were partien-
larly receptive to his views on land. Shaw, who drepped in on one
of {leorge’s loctures by serident, evedited the svent with meking
him a socialist, and most of the members of the reform-socialist
Fabian Boclety came there by way of an earlier sxposure to Henry
Laennrge.

Ry 1884 George was churming out zrticles, writing his next
baok, Profection or Free Trode?, and tecturing to working-class
awdiences, many of whom had read the cheap edition of Progress
and Porerly. His working-class support led to his race for WEYST
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vanishing evantryside. The tax wonld act on the landowner as
hoth stick and carrol. In and sround the cities, where vast
amounts af potentially valusble tund are vacant or underused, a
high tax on land value would force the [andowner to put it 1o its
most economie use, while loss or no tax on buildings would reduce
or remove the present penalty he pays for improving the prop-
eriy. This is land that, being strategically focated in terms of
transportation, should be osed intensively: that's why s city grew
up there in the first phace. Since thers isonly so muek demand for
factories and stores and hHomes, the more intensive use of the
hest-located land would reduce the pressure on outlying areas,
Thus. in the country, the land tax would discourage the phenom-
enon of sprawl, so costly in land and energy and money, and save
some of the acres now divappearing under the suburban bull-
dozer. Sore, not all: people have to live and work somewhere, so
the mest desirable land now farmed (and often in fact held for
speculation) would ge to other, more intensive uses. But because
the high tax on the most valuable land would eneovrage thrifty
use of it, mueh larger zmounts of land would be saved for open
space or agriculture.

The patterns of land use, which in farge measure shape cur
lives, would become maore varied—maore intensive use here, more
openspace there—in place of the even spread of the usual suburb.
Iess tand would be used, and other great savings would result:
fewer highways, fewer utility lines, less fuel spent on auto travel,
less air pollutien. This sort of human settlement lends itself to
mass transit—an obvisus goal of any rational energy-saving
policy—-and a variant of George's land tax would provide the
means to pay for L. Any new fransportation line causss an
inerease in lxad valne along its rontes that often exceeds the cost
of it eonstruetion, This windfall is completely unearned by the
property awners who receive it; this is, in faet, a dramatic case of
eomminily-created land value, A Georgist would look to that
windfall, not to taxes imposed on the general public, as the best
and fairest soures of money Lo pay for new transportation lines.

In less strictly economic terms, George's vision of assuring
hoth freedom and fairness in access to natural resources is
partieularly appealing today. Any readerof Progressand Foverly
can figure out how George would answer the pressing questions
of our times. Instead of trying (o prevent pellution by regulation,
he would tax polluters heavily enough 1o motivate thent to dean
up their messes. He would allow private enterprise to mine
minerals and ofl and other fossi fuels, but he would taxaway that
part of the profit due to exclusive access to the gifts of nature.
Doubtiess e would apply the same prineiple in the developing
debate over mining the ocean fluor, taxing in this case for the
benefit of all humanity. an atiractive alternative to mining for
the henefit andy of muliinational monopolies or authoritarian
sovernments or incompetent international agencies. Beyond
that. George's view of (he world around us a8 a Lrust to be
preserved rather than a conquest to be looted is in harmony with
mur prowing awareness of the limits of nature. In this most
profound sense  that we are all tenants on this earth, and owe
ront for how we nse and misuse it- Henry George speaks to the
prosent and the future quite as eloguently as he did to the past.

Tz rdd Hepupennd, s furmer yearanlisf fur the New York Times, iz
the author of seven hooks most recently The Scerewing of the
Svernpe Man (757 L and The Average Maw Fights Back £1977).
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