i
whenm

Aoy

vy oF  nim
king and

2 5vd

" - 3 "

/[‘; 5300 labourers gatherec
tandholder. and formed
i\?ﬁ'ﬁ,g g5, A ﬁs.! H“f'-ti “*"’l”q
country. This N ;
+d For wmore than a month, and was i:rmi}
suppressecd by German enaries,  Kett and his
hrother were hanged in chains 2ad more than 10,000
were put Lo death in that vear. Bnclo-
; i assembl

at
Kare z
a camp, levelling fences
enclosares tn fhe surrounding
rising |

conntny Fﬂf]’v

amzzczn
cres o
soy-cailed

ye defeated: im}m R»‘V:wﬁ{s‘a f,he-?,
leader, being banged, d

vwn and guartered,

The audiences of 1608, -gent at Shakespeares

“Pericles.” no doubt well uwadersfood the inner

= ag of the following dialogue. also the broad hint
- {rown {(Ace B, Scene !}--w-

Tfn-;‘d Fisherman: Mc‘f‘ i marvel how the
fishes live in the sea.

Firsti Ficherman: "Why, as men do aland, ihe
great ones eat up the Jittle ones. 1 can compare
our rich misers to nothing so fitly as a whai '
plays and tumbles, driving the poor fry before him,
and at last devours rl'lem all at & mouthful  Such
whaie have | heard on o the land, who never Jeave
gaping till they've swallow'd the whole paris%&,
church, steeple, belis and all’”

Third Fisherman: “But if the good king, Simon-
ides, were of my mind we would purge the land of
these dromes that rob the bee of her honey”

Pericles: "How, from the fany subjects
sea these fishers tell the infirmities of men.
The contempt with  which  humble petitioners

sgainst  these  encle s were ftreated by those s
authority is shown in 1. ¥ing Henry V1., Act. L,
Scens DL

{The Duke of Suffolk is mistaken for the Lord
Protector. )

Suffeik: "What's here?” {Heads. ) U Against
the Duke of Suffolk for enclosing the commons of
fMelford. How new. sir knave?”

of the
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Second Petitioner: “Alas, sie! 1 am but & poor
petitioner of our whole township.”

Clueen MMargaret {tears the petition): “Awavy,
hase cullions”

Petitioness:  Cowe.  fet’s  begone.” {Exeunt
Fetitioners.}
Mot without significance are the words in another

phay e

“This FEogland is now bound in with shame

v

with inky blots, and rotten parchment bonds.
Mr. Hallam siates in a wellknown passagei—
No leiter of bhakespeare’s writing, no wre;rd of %1&54;

conversations has been preserved.”  We Qanamiy have
at least one conversafion reporied at first-hand. ki
refates to' a proposal made in 1614 by some of the
loeal proprietors for the enclesmt@ of certain common
tands. The Corporation of iford stropgly opposzed
the project on ih&i groand that it woeueld be a hardship
io the poorer members of the ﬂ,{“’"?@nrﬁérﬁ!i“‘# Their

'y mhake.

Phomae Crrees
EOITIMIAL L rIedTie,

was in London abeouf the business in

: Under date November 17, Greene says. in notes
that still exist: "My cosen Shakespear comvyng vester-
dav to town I went to see him how he did E“h told
me that they assured him they ment to
furthey than o Cospell Bush apd so upp
gate in Clopton hedg, and take in Salishurves
e anpd that i}wv mean in April (o survey the land,
& hen to gyve satisfaction, and not before: and he
gnd WMe Hall say they think ther will be nothyng
done st all”  This proves that the agents of the
scheme had seen Shakespeare on the subject. There
i evidently on Shakespesre's part & disapproval of
the proposed enclosure.

Nine wmwonths later. when the local magnates again
were bent upon pushing their scheme, the Corporation
af  Stratford-on-Aveon  appealed  fo Shakespeare, i
London, through their clerk. Thomas Greene, 1o exert
his influence against the plan of enclosure, He now
took 8 more decided stand, and provounced strongly
against the whole business. We have & notize, dated
Tst September. 1615, to the effect that Mo Shake-
speare had on that date told the agent of the Cor
poration ihat “he was net able to bear the enclosing
of Welcombe " As he had local proprietary rights
and pecuniary interests fthrough which he would have
benefited by the enclosure, his strong  expression m
st refer to the wrong which he feli wounld

be infhcizd wpon the people by the enclosure of the
Welcombe Common fields.  [Does not all the foregoing
throw  light on  the guestioned authorship of the
plays?]
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The information regarding “enciosures” is guoted
from Tlhe Eeevclopsdia Brittanica,” Ninth Edition,
pp. 743/4. For what reason is this now suppressed?
mee the larest edition

Shakespears  died eight  months dater. It is @
pleasure to know that i the closing months of his
lite our great poet was looked up to and that he ook
unon  himseii  the  respopsibility  of manifesting  his
opposition to the robbery of the people of their bicth.
right in the land. It shows the senze of fustice in
him who said: "You take my life when veu do take
the means whereby I live” (“Merchanut of Venice ).

We here are reaping the dire results and bitter
punishment from this sel-same evil operating in Eng
land, centuries ago, and still perpetusted there.

=

fn Australia, on every hand we wilness, bat, to-dav
with the public acquiescence, the enclosure of he
peopic’s lands againsi the peopie’s interesis. In town
and country, all around us. le enciosed areas of valu-
ahle land, largely held idle for speculative rease in
value.  (uite ignored iz the soual right of alf to the
i b is the birthright of 2l Goveraments—
like people. like politicians—take no steps o assert
that right.

Ouyr lands pass from hand to hand (o the highes
bidder: mercenary principles su The landless have
Lo appes Bre !i"‘(‘}f’ i‘iur!} T 3
aleo posses: lands is not wg@qmmd They mus
beg of those who “own' or "rent” land for permission
ter work and lve.

To allow o live or to sentence to death. is to-day.
as ever. in the hands of the possessors of fand.,  Heseo
i ig the uanderiying cause of the curse of unemploy-
ment and the tragedies arising therefrom. Of parents
maddenad by undeserved poverty.  The absence in
many of 2il hope in life. Do the holders of enclosed,
unused, valvable hsm% cealise in these tragedies their
awrn blood guiltiness?

thia we have advanced a stage in that those who

against cur evil land svstem are mot hanged,
amd quartered, vet, on the other hand. the
to-day, have lost the insight of their fore-
futhera in seeing that the wnderlving ceason for i
volintary umﬂ)p?m ment apd undeserved poverty lies
i the enclosure by the few of land nzeded by the

e are doing their uimost that the Peopls
Jmii learn this fundamental cause of their troubles,
That all employment finally rests upon access to land
That there 38 & heiter way than that of the brave

rivrs. the Ketts the Revnolds and their followess,
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value of from the
cesence and ¢ taken  as
pf%{}plec Land Heni'—in proporfion to the value E
the land held-——that is, were the rental value of land
o g(‘s not info private pockets bhut to the whaole of
the people, to whem it belongs, who sarn it by E}zmz

serted, and the

presence and joint activities; and re all our
datory, umﬁm‘:zmm Alid “ﬁms‘z’dc’z v ool

then boih land and wld be  freed. Bona-
fide land wusers would in Tse"w%v benefit.  (Ohur vast
quantities of unused valuable land, now held for specu-
lation and causing an artificial valoe in all vsed land
woiihd bﬁcwﬂe available for use, and all prodoction
cssions, he entively  free from  the

bBurdens of taxation.

There would then be no tncentive to hold valuable
land idle and every incentive to put land to use. Un-
employment and undeserved poverty would disappesr
as does the mist belore the sun.

The aliernative to  wpemployment,  supported
strongly by se-called "Champions of Labour,” but in-
volving the legislative degradation of Labour, iz the
disgraceful one of doles, at which every manly Aus
tralian should hang his hi”id in ahﬁmv

Laadiordism, the mere “owning of land, produces
nothing, and is entitled to no xh sre i pwfiddmﬁ
Only the holding of fand for use is justifiable.  The
task society must face, in the words of Shakespears
is to purge the land of these drones thar rob the
hee of her hopey.”

Cinly in according justice fo all in their relaiion to
the land can Australia bope to truly progress, O
thase lines then “Ads

ance Auvstralia.”’

~F. T Hodgkiss.
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