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Christianity and Henry Georgism

Dissatisfaction, deep and wide, prevails concerning our social
conditions; apd many panaceas abound avh%aél ook toﬁ artificial
arrangements to remedy the wrongs agliﬁoﬁfiedgegi to exist. .

Certain reformers hold that while Christianity is a personal
watter, it is alsc something more; that the %‘{11;‘5 that attg'i:_d .mx--‘iksan
tipn arvise from disregard of Ql}fisiian‘pﬂnmg!es m‘legsmam{m, anﬁ
that, despite &l legislative artifices, social trm}i?-les W'ii.{‘ Ci,}mlnuah unt
lega! enactments are brought into harmm?y "wnl? C%}I‘!EE 5 teac mgiis.
That unti] this be done civilisation is building its "house upon the

bl
sand, ( o -
They also maintain there is only one programme of econcmic

and social reform, the one laid down by Henry George, that is m’@g,\”&

conformity with Christian principles.  That it Wiﬁ bear a_}'la]ffsxs
from every aspect of the Christian faith; and that in work;z}g for
its worid-wide acceptance all Christians can. and should, unite.

Further, that on those who would be “doers of the Word, and
not hearers only,” no more important duty rests tl@ﬁn to concen-
trate their energies to secure through public kéducatggn .c!}angfw in
our legisiation ic bring it ine conlormity with fhj‘? principles Christ
izid down for our social guidance; for trae thstianf uot only pray
"Thy Eingdom come: Thy will be dose on earth,” hut work for
the coming of the Kingdom.

Once let ali Christians unite fu & great crusade {o carey out a
common programme based upon rightecus principles, and the hoary,
enirenched wrongs, secure as they now stand against the
philosophic attacks of the few, would speedily be swept away con-
fronted with an army fired with religious zeal; bent not upon com-
promise but on fearlessly carryving out what it believed to be God's
will. B

LCertain principles laid down by Christ aid us in getting f:}ﬁ:ar
views on the relatipnship between Christianity and the social

roblem and itz solution. o
? Addressing the multitudes and His disciples, He said: Al ye
are brethren, and One is vour Father, which is in heavesn,’

From the Fatherhood of God He deduced the love of Ged to
all men, extending to the provision of their materials needs. “Fo
He maketh His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sendeth
rain on the just and on the unjust.”

From the Brotherhood of Man Christ taught that universal
brotherliness should exist betwezen men: that we should love not
only those who love us in return. but all men. So great a stress

did He put upon this that He laid down that our Pather is Far
more concerned as to our relationshins between ourselves, than Hle
is to the worship we pay Him.  While our brother has sught
against us. e does not desive our presence at the alar,  Tirs:
be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift.” He
will pardon us only as we pardon others, Lip service is treated
with scorn.  The makers of long prayers who rob widows' houses
shall receive the greater damnation: while in service to our fellow-
man Christ sees the highest service, “Come, ye blessed of My
Hather: inasmuch 25 ve have dome it unio the least of these My
brethren ve have done it unts Me.”

Nothing is clearer than Christ's attitude towards and remed v for
the social problem. ““What shall we eat? or, What shall we deink?,
or, Wherewithal shail we be clothed?” He taught in the first place,
our Father knoweth we have need of all these things, He who
has provided for the fowls of the air and clothed the grass of the
field, how much more shall He clothe and feed us, the very hairs
of whose head are numbered.

Accepting Christ’s teachings as to the abundance of God's gifts
to man we may rest assured it is not frem lack of His bounty that
social distress exists,

But if He, knowing our frame, has so abundantly provided for
our needs, bow is it so many lack the good things of life?
Why this widespread anxiety about the morrow? IF the natural
wants of all are so generously provided for, how is it that farge
numbers cannot get them adequately satisfed?

Christ's reply is: Were righteousness enthroned in our mibdst,
these evils would not exist. “Seek ve first the Kingdom of Ged,
and His rightepusness, and afl these things shall be added unto
you." I social distress is here it iz our fault, not the Creator's;
and the remedy is the establishment of righteousness, or right
relations between man and man.  And here les the test as to who
are the true reformers.  “Blessed are they who hunger and thirst
after rightecusness,”

Rightecusness is the condition of living and acting according to
right and justice.  OF the “Kingdom of God” we read, A scepire
of rightecusness is the sceptre of Thy Kingdom.” 1t is the state
of “loving rightecusness and hating imiguity,” or, in-equity. It
means God's will being done on earth; His laws, which cover the
whole of life, being obeyed.  7This is what Christ demands—not a

ere formality. Unless our “righteousness exceed that of the
Scribes and Pharisees,” observing the forms and letter of religion
and not the spirit, He has only denunciations for #.

We clearly see that Christ's teachings lav dowsn these principles,
the Fatherhood of God, the Brotherhood of Man; and that all our




On these identical propositions are Henry George's principles
based. He recalied 1o the world that our Father, Who knows our
needs, has not forgotien wus. The earth hath He given to the
children of men”" wheretrom all may satisfv their needs.  As He
provides for the ravens, so has He provided For us. Not by putting
the food into our mouths, but by providing the natural coportunities
for sustenance, accompanied with the injunction, "Go work in My
vinevard.”

Mow it God has provided the earth for the equal use of all.
surely the duty of all especiaily of those who call themselves
"Christians,” and profess to believe we should love our acighbours
as ourselves, iz to examine whether society secures to zil the equal
right to the use of this gift.  If it docs not, then the Fatherhood

of God over all is ignored, and the Brotherhood of Man is mndmﬁ. :

a mockery,

Alasl that this condition does everywhere exist in so-zalied
“Chrigtian | Jands, and that so many “Christians” are dumb oz the
matier.  While the birds have nests and the Foxes have holes,
to-day in our civilisation are multitudes of dispossessed human
beings who have not where to lay their heads, except by paving

Land Rent to other hnman beings.

We see the best parts of the earth-—to which all
sights, for God has no favourites, He charges no rent-—heid by a
select Few.  The others exist here by sufferance not by right; only
through payment made by them for permission to ohtain access o
their own inheritance.  With no right except upon the highway.
and there having ever to move on: on every hand meeting the sigos
"To Let” or "For Sale”; in their need to use the earth. men se
themselves shut out, unless they have the means to bribe & fallow.
creature, with no more right than themselves to be there: to stand
out of the way., We prav. “Hallowed be Thy MName" the Name
s "Pather,” bet is it hallowed when we upheld such conditions
&3 these?! Ve cannot serve (God and Mammon.”

Here then, on the very threshold, we fnd unrighteousness, a
denial of human brotherhood in the equal right to share in the
Father's gift to all

Henry Georege shows that if our civilisation is to continue, iE"n’,
most glaring ancmaly so inconsistent with the Fatherhood of Col
and the Brotherhood of Man. ocur unjust svsiem of landholding.
must be swept away.  That unless our land laws be brought into
harmony with God's will. nothing can save our civilisation from
being overwhelmed in disaster
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the hest paris.  We ¢ it all equal acc ;

of. the superior land,  Oaly some Thev therelor
advantage at the expense of their fellows. This cannot be ju
granted, and held. without due recompense o those excluded
such exira advantage,  To maintain Brotherhood it must be

lished that the extra advantage derived by some in poss 1y rela-
tively better land, shalt be shared in by 2l This can be dose
kv each landhelder handing over for the use of the whole rom-
munity all value coming to him through superior netural produc-
tiveness or sitvation above that enjoved by his less fevoured
brethren,

This relative advantage always shows itself in the value of one
piece of land as compared with another, excluding improvements
made by the landholder, and constiinies the vental valee of land
TPhis land rent exists auite apart from the individus] eFort of the
fandholder. Tt rises and falls with the presence and needs of the
commaunity,  FEvery child born, every immigrant, every social
develnpment, iz reflected in ground rent.

The most eguitable way for the community to share in thiz
natural income {8 fo uge i to defray ol communal expense.  With
this national rental revenue approprinfed to meet social needs all
cur present taxation upon private property, with its many evil
incidences. could he entirely abolished,  Thus all would be refieved
from texation, and all would share In the land remt thevy icintly
create.

Here. then. is the righteous and practical solution of the land
question.  Dlot by dividing up the land. a clumsy device, meaning
the giving of much bad land of little value, o equalize the heolding
by another of a Hitle good land of much value: not by unjust
schemes of purchase, and land natiopalisation: but by sbolishing
taxation and sharing as brothers in the value or rent of land.

In George’s words, "We would simply take for the community
what belongs to the community—the value that attaches $o land
by the growth of the community and leave sacredly fo the indi-
vidual all that belongs to the individual”  We now ltargely reverse
this process.  The individual takes what belongs to the community.
The community takes what belongs 1o the individual.

. Helative values exist in land owing to differences in natural

advantages.  But not only does the act of the Creator render some
land mozve productive and valuable than other land: so also do the
concentration of population and the joint cutlay and enteeprise of
the community, Wealth is far more casily produced whers men
sssemble. where raflenys converpe, roads mest, docks exist. eler.




eturns o L -
much the s i in oities is seen o fl

course of vears from a few pounds per foot frontage 1o
ihousands of pounds per foot. Land prices keep pace with a6
development. and thus a landed aristocracy arvises. # prrely © i
suming. parasitical class, ever increasing 18 land rent charges tor
tand, that not the “owners,” but the people as a whole, are making
move and more valuable.  Thus is society nrogressively robbed as
its earnings inorease.

Cin the other hand. society, instead of cbtaining its revenue Lom
the right quarters, carries ouf fhe iniquitous. nnrighteous plan of
steating from individuals, What men produce by their labour is
as much theies ageinst the State as against any individual.  Tgnoring
its duty to take its own income—awalting rightful appropeiation——
che State takes from men their personal possessions, and the resni
of their individeal iabours. 1t is doing {his every day under onr
system of income tax death duties. faves upon imports. produc-
fion, consumption. £20,

Society in ifs corporate capacity i3 guilty of theft. it steals in
the completest manner--Passively: notwi satanding that its function
is to sce justice observed, in acting through its laws as an accon-

phice. enabling Iandholders to take that to which they have no
it

righ ctively: in taking that fo which it itsell has no right.
" Chyist’s teaching when guestioned on the subject of taxation. o
“Bonder unto Caesar the things which are Cacsar’s”” conveys that
there is that which s the distinct property of Caesar. which Caesar
. the State-—has produced, and therzfore has right to claim. Al
thoge appropriating to themselves land values or land rent, are
robbing the State.  Christ does not tench men should gender unto
Caesar the things that are their own, The Siate, n levying tribute
upon private property, is robbing every member of the community,
e thus see that our social fabric is honeyeombed through with
thefe. In the guilt of this all share who, having been shown. and
understanding, this wrong, are not straining every offort by spread-

ing the truth to bring it to an end.

Along with other
sighieous, an-Christian condition, there exists our ever-present
“unewployment problem.”

The holders of land to-day are legally empowered fo prevent
others having access thereto unless they pay a purchase price. or
sental which the holders consider satisfactory to shomaelves,  The

of houses, the misery, sickoess. death of parents,

‘ tion are manileld, Al
¢ 7 tyv creates Hotitious laod values, and thus
the reni Qﬁf all lapd, meaking it a struggle for 1 ,U“
shuormal led rents. And ihe keeping of !zm.:i ng;i'/ fse
Twalting for a rise” u ' '
merable consequent

it lue out o :
besides causing unemployment with its inas

eheough this naemployment causes :
unrest among those working, in their struggle to uﬂrif;t'
and otherwise hold their owa. o e
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_ 3 BEYE 10 ERAry motives 15 made o
%,ER.E%ES& men are put upon sn equality in their relation to the use
be earth, the ever-rising Hoods of social discontent will w:::"mf'
overwhelm our civilisation, and history will inciude our z\-.tom»m with
’t!,f;a;it of {')flj.‘lu?,i‘hCi‘v’iiiﬁiiii{.}l that have fallen ti:i;:{}mﬁz” S{-}--w;- ig;liémi';iz:

e storgis “heat vpon that howse, and it lell: and grest was the

fall of "

RGeS

7 Chrisoanity has oo respect lor legal rights which conflict with
;‘ligll}!emzszm i5, ip asks, Whe Chiist s i‘oils.)%» : 5 m aligwi;zf
without opposition such to exi It calls vpon the n in f@a‘é:}ging
Hest the ?uj”ilﬂﬁd%ﬁ? Q!‘ _Qj{}ti rightecusness, 1o tiﬁ{if‘i&di:f »‘,0!;
o bolition of all man-made laws in conflict with the o ¢
instice and brotherhood. v bmmoral umu;!'it@as;usm ck on our
siatate books is a scandal to Christerndom, all the .ﬂ!(‘;s EC&H’.;;%&]@JS
s;gihfwl ziI!I e > ;}ag .ﬁi!? ”& guilt of injustice legally  done.

‘;& reas, nj zm 'L?mv‘ withoel warrant of law is individual sin,
Yo oses in land vent a divioe law ¢ Ve see a won
desful, prescient provision il oneeds of t;ﬁ; fl;fw:m;i;

TR Cin the other hand,

A 8 CRICer,

-ii‘*,wg;{:ié}"f’igt é‘s s, Lo men gether grapes of thorns, or figs of
histles] Even so a corrupt tvee bringeth ferth evil fruit,  Man

as no powes, nor charm, o avert the operation of natural ie

. B lomen car  nerin wenen  lir
’vmﬁ, law.  Already we see land monopoly ripening in newiv-

zettled lands.
. \?’l‘a;ﬁt it frudts ave i old lands, Cardinal Manning staied: - "The
:zga guestion means hunger, thirst, nakedness,
mbour spent in vain, the toill of years seized upon

aofices to guit,
. the breaking up
chilidien, wives.




