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THE GREATER mgmspzﬁ m-im@
. SIERATING -~

Ait%wug%& the. prahue.:d if'gasiaiwe pmwramme wh;cb we
advocate is often expressed i slogan form as "Rate Site.
Values™ or “Tax Land Values” it shouid be: remembered‘

that these are means to .23 end and not the erd itself.

© The more embracing principle behind these measures
is that what has been produs::ed by the individual through

his'labour and without negation of the equal rights of others

shouid be tax-free. In short, that a person should nmot be
taxed or rated according to his own industriousness.

This is really the more powerful form and it mxght
weli be that ore rapid -extension of the acceptance of our

principle couid be reaped by mcxeasmgiy pressing Our ap--

peal in this form.

1t has 51} -the force of an axmm — seif—-eva{iﬁm truth ’

There are few individuals or interssts that wilt attempt (o
argue that persons should be taxed according 1o their own
industry. We wani the end result that the housa which the
individuai has built himself or paid someone eise to build

shall be un-taxed. - We want the farm buildings, fercing,
cultivation, of the primary producer to-be. un-taxed, And
similarly we want the buildings and other xmpmvements of

industry and commerce to be fax-free.:

All these thitigs are the result of mdmdual effort and
are-unrelated to the operations of the taxing authority. That
authm:ty has 'no moral right to levy tribute upon them.

“Our real objective is that homes, farms and other_im-
provements made by the individuals cotreerned should be
- freed from rates and taxes. Byt we also recoguisg that

governments at various levels performr necessary services
which require public revenue to be raised by the taxation
machmery
' In site-value rating campalgns the real issue ultlmately
decided -is’ whether butldings. and other improvements shall
continué to be taxed or bécome tax-fice; This is the central
-and most important decision. It:carries with it the inevit-
“able corollary that in un-taxing the improvements produced
by individual effort we must correspondmg 'y ‘increase the
rates or taxes on the site value which i¢ produced by the
.community collectively. This people-created value is the
" natural and legitimate source for public revenue, No hard-
ship or injustice is caused to anybody in levying upon it
_ The effect of shifting rates and taxes from the value of
‘owners' improvements to the value of .sites depends on the
extent to.which the gainfrom the removal of taxes on the
improvements is offset by the increased taxes on the site
value, This depends on how weII-xmpmved the property is.
For most properties with homes vpon them the net result is
a saving, which is usnally substantiai. For vacani land and
other under-developed holdings the saving on improvements
is negiigible and the net effect is an increase. But the owner
¥ knows' that he will not be penalized if he improves the pro-
perty and this hag powerful psvchalegzcai effect upon his
willipgness to undertzke improvement, | : .
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The following is taken from an article by Gmeme Brower:

- in “The Melboume Times” of March 23

Corrently, in Australia, unemployment. standa at 5.8 per
cent of the workforce. That is. 354,589 persons are regis-
tered for work with the Commonwealth Emp!oymi Hervice.

There can be very little doubi that this figure Is & conser-

s vative ‘estimate of the real extent of mempioment.

Moreover, there is weighty evidence to demonstrate that -

. unemployed workers prefer to organise their own job search.

In the absence of any inducement to register with official
apencies. thoy seein %mmd zr:» stay- away m iarggr ﬁumbsrs
thap ugzal.. o

The bald hﬂempie jfmmt figures are aim under: ‘wstamazas of -
the actual situation to whatever exteni married woman have
abandoned. mp{: of wmployment in’ the face of gmﬁ b -
DrOSpecis. ,

Two other indices illustrate the real sericusness of current
unemployment in Australia. Firstly, information collected
by the Australian Bureau of Siatistics in 1973 shows that
£10,000 persons were cﬁemed the: nght to wozk for SOme time
dxmﬁg that year.

That figure represents a siaggering 12.4 per “cent’ of ﬂze
Australian workforce, When the same fignre is available for

1976 the total seems certain o be even higher.

-Secondly, for ‘every regisiered jobr vacancy there are now
appmxunate!y 12 persons registered as unemployed. Yet the
crude ratic of jobless persons o job vacancies undexstates
the real scarcaty of employment opportunities,. =~

Job vacancies are not necesserly clustered in the SAMG
areas as the unemployed and, furthermore, while.most of the
unempioyed have fow marketable work skills the majority of

existing vacancies ar¢ in the skilled and professional areas. j

There is, of course, a sense of emotional stress associated |
With the onset and the prolongation of unemployment, Work-
ers arg frequenﬂy shocked that they ave suddenly thrown out

~of work —ofteni - after . decad% ~of being in . stable

- employment.™

Until and unless land value taxation is substituted for
taxes on goods and earnings, this major social {and human)
problem will' continue, Implementation of the Georgist
reforms may not be the sufficient condition for overcopmng
unemployment, but it is certainly a necessary ‘one. 'The
situation is s0 serious that paiLatxves are unpardonable.

TOM PAINE SND

Mendldnozmaketﬁzeeaﬁh. Itzst&evalﬁeoffhe:mpme«
;Enents only, not the earth z‘gigeif, that is individually property. fo
VETY propnewr owes 15 commueity s ground rent for
the land which he holds, |
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: BATING POLL Co

Site rating ssemws fo be the most talked sbood iem in Diovon-
pozt, and theve will be & ratepEyery poll o the fewe. 7

U Wy net ot the ratepavers of other manicipslities have the privi-
lers of voting for i aleo® Af Buvsie, the council hue decided agpinst
gits rating, Lot us alt have a chance to vole instesd of s dozen o W
councitors teling us what fo do .

It i encuph that vouag people mmet pay the high interest om
sher home mofigepes withoui having o meet the erorbitant raies
they councils demand, and & e thoe the conmeils gave up
gnending. : E

" There must be & 1ot in site rating when most of Australia has it,
snd Teemania does not seern to know what it is ail shout. With a
30 pe. rise In Ulversione's rates, it's tme we had & vois on site

gating, —- Eatepayer (Ulversione), “Eurnie Advosate™, .. .

o RATING CHANGE
- Recent unemployment figures indiceted that the Tasmaddan rate
wat higher than for any other state. :

et shomld hove prompied responsible Tasmanians. to stant
asking “why™F . : :

While meny factors may cotiribute o wmemploypient, there is
one clear reason Why we should expect Tasmenia's rate to be high,
afd that & the antiguated of ruising upicipal revenue. By
taging improvements, it offers di financis]l emcoutrsgement o
staguation, :

Tt has been well known for many years that ruising revenue from
fand values {site value} stimulates economic activity, sapecially in the

industry, Some of the unempioyed in less favoured mainland

building

argas will netarally gravitate io the more favoored arees, For Tas-

_m@ﬂwm@mmmmm which forther redoces focal
gitr. -

With thear and convincleg evidence of the advantages of site
vabes rating from thres-quattess of all councils in Australia and New
Feulend, it soems almost unbetisvable that oo Tismenian council has
wvet geon the hole in the Indder. Surely we are not 50 far out off from
fhe rest of the world thet we canmot leam?

Some people might be prompied to ask why thers ks any unem-
p@mﬁ%&m%a&@mm%mw%mm
gﬁ%&m rervemine fe il rodeed by Se tayation. ¥ mblic revenus

aiways hees raised from famed valves, the ariificial sbpuedity of
could mever have evolved. —— Hi. Ferris {Devonport)

vremployment
umie Advotate®,

* YOUR TASK FOR THE MONTH

This is = tough, but challenging stggestion! Tt is 1o

engage in door-to-door canvassing in support of our prin-
ciples. 1t ‘could involve leaving some literature, inviting sub-
seripiions for “Progress”, and perhaps making 2 follow-up
visit. One member of the Victoren Division Executive
reports a fruitful extrcise on a_past occasion.

‘Certainly a- not-tce-easy project, but almost certainly a
rewarding OBe.
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BESTROYING LLCAL GOVERNMENT
| Biermal vigiienes v pecopsary agningt fhose beaving pifts, and
5t present £his i speciatly roe ln the aten of tooat government. The
public has so far mot become sware that the proposed COmmOn-
wealth subsidies will destroy local governmeid,

Our local govermment methnd of raising revenue i aot oty
far cheaper then ate the boreswcratic Crmmonwealth m
indireet tazetion, But & is  eniirely dfirect, derpocratic  apd
nor-infiationary. . ]

The hand that paye the piper colls the tuse, and i the Com-
monweslth mibsidies eventoate we shall fnd that our sldermen no
longer represen: the citizens who elect them, the present rxafe-payers
will become texpayers sl further Dmpoverished snd without amy
say in how the Councily income {from Canberra) is spest.

The fact that =i owr governmenis acguiesee in the prop
subsidies makes ihem oaly the more menacing and umndemocratic,

Wy, Froser 35 currenily lecturing the States on being responsible
for their own revennes, Why then does he ab his own principie
by handing out greatly ipcressed sums 0 local government &nel
destroying locsi- responsibility? ] — S

T frast that abdermen and councillors generally, and particularty
all mensally aiert electors, wili bave secomd thoughls, reject the
tempiing zpple of sypediency, and prescrve oUF local government
which in New South Wales ic besically the best in the world,

Bt iz deplorable o see sach almost Impenetyable lgublic apathy
in almost ail spheves of public B, This is one oRaiiple of the ecase
with which a gullible public gan bo focled, sprarently all the time.
How many people now the difference between Commonwealth taxes -
apd local govermment rates, and how. they amy impovernizhed by ¢

the taxes? | : ;
W, A. Dowe, Lakembz, N.5.W,, “Lakemba Advance”.

WYNYARD MOVE FOR SITE BATING

Wynyard may scome the first municipality in Tasmania .

" 1o inteaduce the site rating system — if 2 move in the local

ratepayers’ association is successfual. o
A member, Mr. F. Frawley, told the association’s monthly

meeting Jast night that any municipality which introduced [

the svstem would get “‘a shot'in the arm™, ‘
He said it would attract industry becauss this system would
base rates on area and not on Improvements. | L
Mr. Frawiey outlined the system and said it had been
accepted in other staies but no municipaiity in Tasmania had
adopted it _ o T
Wynvard was unique in that the town was lacki
industry. oo s . G
Mr. Frawley said the municipel council needed revenile

" no matier how it was raised. o :

Cr, G. Donaldson said the Council éﬁezk (Mr. } Gibson} o

" was to submit figures on the metier. -

The meeting agreed io write fo the Land Vélﬁér Réseafch S

_ group for an impartial study on site rating.

. SEND FOR THESE BOOKS - - 1
Obtuinable from 31 Hordwere Strest, Melboumne, 3000 1"~
Prices Quoted Inciude Postage’ 7 1

“The Choice — Georgist Progress or Secial ',

Poverty” I R :
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3 Pwewf" e . e ‘ ] P
28 pp (by Sir Ronald Easi) - $060
¢ “Progress and Poverty” (by Henry Geotge) o
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