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INTRODUCTION

Over the whole of Awstralia, in town and country alike, assessments
are made showing the market {or h(‘}h]"”l value of Lmd apart from bmprove-
ments.  These assessments are used for Foders) ., Btate and Local taxati
Ievied on land values,  First ther © 18 ﬂw if‘uivi‘WE Land Tax ” as it is catled.
Hecondly, there are the Siate Crueensian i, New Houth
Wales, Victoria, South Ji_lf:ifé’ik-.i.l&j 2 lie and Tasmania. The
Land Tax in New Sonth Wales is now fmpesed only in the nnincorporated part.
of the Btate.  Whirdly, there is the local taxation of land values (o) universal
m Queensland ;. (B) all but aniversal cBouth Wales ; {(2) in three Shires,
one Borough and ten Towns in Victorie ; (@) in sixieen Municipalities and
st District Couneils in South Anstvalia ; (£) in all the comntry local sreas
( District ,E-{,c);zs"% Boarvds) in W rr Australia,  Local faxation of land values
h*% i‘tﬁ - beon ddﬁmsri m any town areas in Wes Australia, nor in any
Casmania,

il on the State land taxes and hoth

’_Fhe .I*‘{.ad@-f"ﬁ.] ZL-armi Tax is superinpo
are supeﬂm;':(:Hed o the I< ¢

eral, Miate and
o Houth Aunstralis
tistics bo have

The t
Lecal taxes on Lm(i 'vzilmw dm'-'znfr the year l‘%ﬁ%iﬂ"’* {oxon
for which the 1927 28 fivures are hews 1) appears [rom officia L
been as follows -

Federsl Land Tax .. 2481419

State Land Taxes -—

Queenzgland . s .- . .- 421 580
New South Whales e s

Victoria ...

Bouth Australia ..

Western Australa L. 160,526
"Pasmmania 97.504

d! Statement compiled for this Conference. The completo LR
m great detail.  Copies are available for memnbers who desire fhcm

* Buramary of |
goes into all maitie
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Feand Value TProealion in Austrelic

cabion, & subs
abs as vend for leased
sue from rent voeeived
s are also !uzm T Tl =mpwnm land
wount of vent veceived W each State -

In oacde e obtained by land valu

amount of revenue is M;Lu-ui by the State Uovernom
L d. The Federal Gapital City of € fanbeves derives ¢
from leased lond, and its loe
valiues.  'The .m.iiowmg shows th

u slaned ¢ L vee L ees .

Mew Houth Wales ...

Victoria

Houth Australia .

Western “ustraha ee ver o aes RENNNLH

Tasmania 54354

Federa! Unpital Territory ... ... 35,452
"fotal Land Value Taxation and Land Rent... £18.370.029

The total tax revenue from all sources in Anstralin for Federal, Hoate and
Loecal pueposes appeavs from officinl siatistical ) *u hew 3
EVEZ 000,008 in the same year. The land value taxatio
wmim up 16 per cent of the tofal tax revenue. '.‘}w
There ix this to be o about them, that )
ST mﬂr into the public treamuies which w
Ry The luﬂ"g. w cannoh now aapit (slme tha.r. &t -};,cmut
.“uiaw W ﬁh 11 or ]mt it mm rhmr pockets, It is a fiest charge on the

THE FEDERAL LAND TAX

The Federal Land Tax was passed November, 1910, It wak not urpoxed
as a revenue producing instrument, hat was ‘;fwsed mainly for the purpose of
“ bursting up big estates.”” A% the mcepflon of the Act & nuwmber of e
were subdivided, but, generaliy speaking, it may definitely be suid the
Act has Lmlent&bly falle(z to produce. the effect desired.  Under the o
messure an exemption of £5,000 was granted to an owner who was not
absentee, and the tax rate varied from 1d. to ¢d. in the £ of unimproved value.
Absentee ownery were taxed from 1d. to 7d. in the £ and wers not allowed
the exemption. There have been various smendments of the original Act,
the lstest being in 1927. The present rate ¢f tax is : When an owner is not
an absontes : Forso much of the taxable value s does not exceed £75,001 therate
of tax per £ shall be 1d. where the taxable value is £1 sterling and shall increase
uniformly with eachincrease of £1 of taxable value by 1/18750th of & pruny.  Hor
every ¥1 of taxable value in excess of £75,000 the rate of tax shali be 0d. When
the owner is an absentee : Where the value does not exceed £5.000, 1d.in the £.
For o much of the taxable value ag exceeds £5,000 and does nobexceed £80.001,
the Tate of tax shall be 2d. in the £ plus 1/18750th ¢f a penny for every £1

1 excess of £5,000; for every £1 in excess of £50,000 the rate of tax is 10d.
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In 182425 (the latest year for which comple et ﬁ
vnamproved value of land ul m iho *m!em
for resident owners and £2 97
The total tax assessed in |

"% Wi

'.E'

H}i‘,()i—ﬁ—.

The Federal Lapd Tz ¥ Act s open to serious criticiem.  The £51
excmption opene the way for fraud and evasion. Large estates »
nominally sub-divided smong members of a family, ea h e oy wu."\inﬁr
the advant age of the i exemption.  The vevenue is thus defranded (mel
the purpese ot the Act defeated. The graduations make it a clags tax of »
VIGIOE m‘»‘huveu_ amd have been the canse of considerable .h{.}sti.!i‘i*v to the sound
principle. 'The eriticism levelled against the Federal Land Tax Act applies
also in the case ui the Htate L(md Tax Acts where exempfions ave Alhmﬂi
and where the tax is imposed on o graduated scae.

DEFINITION OF UNIMPROVED LAND VALUE

The definition of “ unimproved land value” as given in the South
Anstralisn Actis 1 “ Unimproved value of any land means the capital a:nouns
for which the fee-simple of such land might be expected to sell for if free from
encumbrances, assurning the sctusl improvements (1f any) thereon had not
been made : Provided that. in tids definition the term © improvements ” means
houses and building tures, or other building improvements of any kind
whatsoever, fence g, roads, tenks, wells, Jdams, fruit trees, bushes,
shrubs, or other pilanta, whether plcmted or sown for trade or other PUTPes
d‘a:‘z-m.;mg of the Lmd rivg-barking, elearing from timiher or sorub, and any other
visible improv pments, the benefit of which is unexbausted a6 the time of the
valuation,”

This definition, with slicht variations, is characteristic of the various
Land Tax Acts throughout Australis, and formns the basis for the levying of
the taxes on land vajues.

STATE LAND TAXATION

QUERNSLAND

The taxation of land values for State purposes was first adopted in
Queensland in 1815, and the original Act has been frequently smended. The
tax is imposed on a graduated scale, the rate commencing at 1d. in the £ for
less than £500 of land values and increasing to 6d. in the £ for £75,000 of land
values and over.. Under the Act of 1918 a super tax was imposed, ranging
from 1d. to 2d. in the £, according to the value of the land assessed. In
addition taxes ranging from 1d. to 2d. in the £ are imposed on “ undeveloped
land.” The definition of “ undeveloped land ”* meansg not merely agricultural
land, but every kind of Jand that *“ has not upon it improvements of the value
of at least one-fourth the unimproved value of the land.” The assessed value
of land for the year 192728 was £27,466,022 and the total land tax collected
£421,580.

* It may be remarked that the aggregate assessment of land values for losal taxation (or
State taxes) in all the States of Australia taken together amounts n rcund figures to
£810,000,000, and that total is certainly considerably helow the true market value. From
this it is seen how much land velue is exempted from the Federal Land Tax, which
agsusses only £240,085,758.
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YICTORIA

Victoria first coflected Btate revenue from unimproved land values m
19300 Theve §s an exemption of £200, but in { ; Can owner whose total
unimproved valoe exceeds the amount of the exemplion, the exemption
diminishes at the rate of £ for every £1 of such g 2o a8 to leave no
&% ‘mpf:{m when tn* unEmproved V‘ains zzmwénta to £500. The rate of tax—
2. ’ i O , wndd under the Land Tax
of .EE}QE it was p}'uvéd. iothat & stper tax equad o b por cent of the amonnt
of 1 vhsle should wlso be levied, The latest assessroent of smd values
fou %u(— tate wag £232,428.918, aad the amows of fax collected for the yoar
encled 3oth June, 1928, was £562,458,

HourH AUSTRALIA

secured power to collest rovenee from lzmmn" e
in i The Z‘:zf{ of tax was then b dn the £ The present
Cin the £ fat rate on ali lands, an addisional 3d. on values above
super tax of 25 [‘,«{-3“ cerit., ard an additionsd 50 pvr cent. on absenies
: 3 five yenrs, the latest being in 1825
total amount <;F tewes collected for

£, iiéf(!
tandl arief
whesn the ’
the year vmi el it}IL Jlfll“

WESTEEN AUSTRALIA

The first Japd value tax for Htate purposes in Western Australin was
levied in 1907, From 1907 to 1428 the rate of tax was 1d. in the £, znd during
the years 1927 and 1923 a super tax of 15 per cent was also imposed.  Under
the original Act there was an exemption of £50, but this was repealed in 924,
when the Tafe of tax was incressed to 2. in the £. The amownt of tax
collected for the year 1927-28 war £160,826.

TASMANIA

Tasmania collects a portion of its revenue by means of a graduated tax
on unimproved land values, the original Act being passed in 1905. Various
amendm;; Acts were passed and in 1910 a counsolidating measure was placed
upon the Statute Book. The tax is on a graduated scale, starting at fd.
in the £ for every pound of value up to £2,500 and rising to 3%d. in the £om
estates of over £80,000 in value. The la,tes’t. valuation in 1927 Wa.s £22.867,190G
and the amount of tax collected for the year 1927-28 was £87,504.

THE FEDERAL CAPITAL TERRITORY—CANBERRA

The Federal Capital Territory is sitwated in the Yass-Canberra district
of New South Wales, and is approximately 900 square miles or 576,000 acres.




On-23rd . , the Beak of Government %éi'naz'wis‘?:':wiiim Act was assented
to, and t%m 1)1f ded for the 2 'mmmmﬁ {‘r an independent Commission of
three men to assime control of : nm% af {iovernment.
It iy provided in the fc\mm@wu%t?\ i.:(}'z}‘st Ach, 18G0, that all the
Crown lands in ¢ cleral Terst shall be transferred from the State to
the Commeonwealth without any pavment whates ff.)mid nece
however, to acquive from p}.ﬁivz;a‘tv W nE :
acguired I8 aboud @ E al 8 cost an
the Seat of Covernment A “q M; IS (mvm

'L 1y ?
gm{"éa in !=hr:é ,I‘{ %Ezim o hé‘

sold or disposed of for any est , exeepl iy ;"ﬂ.s.:";ﬂ'ﬁs‘i-m::e mf SORNE
contrect entered into bofore of that Act. : policy of
leasing lands outside "hﬁ { o under i!e Ve

*vh eding a terme of 25

(? 'E‘%iz'mm (N} ié%!‘tﬁ.ﬁ)‘"(

The {. v Ares Leases Ordins thut the Mimnlea rmay offer by

austicn the vi 1 rieen da £

bt to s lease of any a v notice of
muab be given. Biddi g must be by capital sum representing
the ‘:mirl‘pmvvei value of the I:m-’ Shv term of the lease is not o exceed
94 vears, and "tlze "mt(] ls 51 p( - anrem of the can t:z] unimprovead
value as as by the

such renfsl
therealter eve

ii.

;i}
of o building within a spe
submitted for &
satabl
ow of an

:m(i f(ai’ li!‘s('i{'*-?‘u

o8 OF LEASES

The frst anction sale of leases was held on 12ih Docember, 1924, when
288 residential and 104 business sites were offered ; and of thege 146 blocks
were acld at pr regenting v Eswk from £6 to £58 per foot for business
gives, and from 10w ser foot for residential sites.  The remalning
149 blocks, including all business sites offered were sabpeqguently disposed of.

On 29th Mas !?Zh 2 tm ther Iot of 1% husiness and 86 restdential sites were
offered for lease by auction. The whele of the business sites weve sold
at pricos varyving from i,:é— to £180 per foot. The residential sites rvealized
fram £2 155, o £6 1. per foot. The third sale of leases was on &th
1927, at which 57 resideniial sites, 12 retail business gites, 4 minor indostrial
sites, 3 boarding house sites, and a site for the erection of a motor service
station were ()i?c‘lvd te whole of the business sitos were scld, realizing
a capital value of £57,60¢, the retail trading sites averaging £120 per f(;ot.
the highest valoe being £175 per foot. Of the residential leases offered, 3%
were gold—representing & capital value of £12,225, varying from 25s. 7d. to
£7 28, 10d. per foot. '

Under Ordinance No. 6 of 1926, power was granted for “ The Making,
Levying and Expendmg of Rates on Land in the Territory for the Seat of
Government.” The Commission was charged with the duty of making and
assesspent of the unimproved value of each parcel of rateable land in the -
Territory. The Commission may make and levy an annual general rate on
the unimproved capital value of all rateable land within the City area and a
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separate annual general rate on lands not within the ity avea. The annual
geperal rate wit hm the ity is not to exceed 5d. in the £, and on land ontside
the City area 3d. in the £, Neither the lighting nor the sanitary rate must
exceed 3d.in the £, For ﬂ;p vene TO2H the (ity peneral rate was 4d. in the £
and there was also a Ez;__{htmg vate of 2 in the £ Jevied. A charge for sewer
service is raade at the rate of 24d. for each £1 of nnimproved land value, and
the charge for water service is ot the rate of 34d. in the £ on land value,

The Canberra plan is wof purs single tax doctrine. Under the leasing
gystem all improvements vevert to the Commonweslth at the expiration of
the lease. The re-appralsement period is too leogthy. The first pericd
should he set at not more than 10 years, with recvalnations at intervals nob
longrer than every succeeding five vears. Despite these shorteomings, the
system is a big step forward in the direction of conserving comimumi iedd
land values for the use of the community, and ite successful application at
Canberra is a valuable object lesson to the rest of the workd

LOCAL TAXATION OF LAND VALUES

QUEENSLAND

The principle of rating on unimproved land values only was first inftiated
in Queensland under the Valuation and Rating Act, 1880, The real avthor
of the principle in the legislature was My Btephens, ML A, for South
Brishane, and also its Mayvor. The Bill as emgmal!v introdeced was a8 com-
plicated mesgore imposing several forms of mtmg, and My Stephens urged
the sholition of these and $he substitution of the simple principle of imir
on unimproved land values. The Bill was withdrawn and re-introduced on
that principle. The clauces embodying 16 were drafted by Bir 8. W Griffiths,
The measure applied to every municipality and shire in the State. The
original Act has ceased to exist and its provisions have since been ine ar porated

in the ““Local Authorities of Q},u_e wland Act, 190277 and the (xrmtm
Brisbane Act of 162477 Under the Loeal Authorities Act u fresh valus

ghall be made in every area once at least in every three years. Under the
Act of 1902 the ma<imum rate was 3d. in the €, but under the Amending Act
of 1921, the amount was increased to ls. in the £. Newernge rates are also

levied upon upimproved land values.

YTy

The following table shows the estimated animproved land value, and the
amount of rates levied in the cities and towns of Queensland for the year
ended 3lst December, 1927 -

Estimated Unimproved Amount of -
Land Value. Rate Levied.

g ) £ £
City of Brisbane ... 22,267,094 1,082,486
Total other Cities (10) ... 6,521,964 - 408,961
Total Towns (17) ... 1,941,711 109,207

£30,730,769 . £1,600,654




E. . Craigie

The general rates levied ranged from 4d. to ts. in the £ and in addition to
the general rate a number of rrnicipali +=m lewviad special or soparate rates for
Hphting, health, Joan, and other purposes.

g oan wren of 860051 square miles
year ended Slst

There are 124 Shire Couneils conte ‘
of terribory. The estimated unimproved value for the
Decembey, 1927, was {48 974,308,

The general rates declared varied from 3. to Hd. in the £, and separate
rates wore levied in many Shires for lighting, health, bospital and other purposes.
The total rates lovied amounted to £945.612.

FREATER DBRISBANE

Under the * City of Brishane Act, 1924, 19 Councils were abolished, and
in their place was created the Prishane City Council, embracing an area of
845 square miles.  Since 1824, Brisbane hag made yemarkable growtl. This
is indicated by the incresse 253.5 :

in nopulation from 253.568 to 265430, and ako
by the number of new buildings erected during this period, the total valic
of which is over £1€ ),000 OiH). ln addition to the fine business premises evected,
10,000 new residences were also built. The total unimpre wwed, land value
assessment for the vear end Em wmber, 1928, was £22.508,753 ;. this amocant

raliues of land clasgs s dng to £691 611, The totfal
POV T red by the Couneil : G55.369, and this war collected
from unfmproved lond valuss,  The following tabie from the vecords of the
City Ave hatevt % office show house and other hmldmw progress since 1926 —

You

Dupellings. Other.  Tetol. Vedue.

1st October, 1925, to 20th ‘ﬁeptember
U926 . v 2,719 Gld 3,858 £2.864,943

st Oc mber 1926, to ‘1(?5]1 September
1627 . 2,977 781 3,758 2,734,695

1st Oc toher 1927, to 30th September,
1202 . .- 2,022 721 2,803 2,200,271
Totals e e .. 718 2716 9,804 £7,889.909

The plans of new buildings, alterations and additions passed for the 12
months January to December, 1928, were : New buildings, 2,510 ; alterations,
103 ; additions, 519 ; total, 3,131. This great building activity was due to
the fact that there is no taxation levied upon improverents, and as the revenue
is collected from unimproved land values, the holding of land out of use for
speculation iz rendered unprofitable. Mr Isles, of Messrs. Isles and Love,
the largest estate agents in Brisbane, wrote to the ‘Brisbane newspapers recettly
that *“ Speculation in land is dead. High rates and taxes have killed it.”” The
land value tax has set up a pronounced tendency to subdivide large estates
into smaller areas especially for residential purposes. Probably the most
marked effect of all iz the influence it has had in malking owners of valuable
city lands demolish inadequate structures on them and build instead handsome
buildings. The principal streets of Brisbane have been transformed from
this cause during the past 10 years. In the country areas land has been made
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available on more favoursble terms, and there is no gainsaving the fact that
the collection of unimproved land values for public purposes has very materially
affected the sale price of land. Tt is nob now possible for landholders to
capitalise firbuve vent and sell i6 as was the case pricy 1o such a2 big proporfion
of land values going info the public treasury.

| 4]

Voo A

1914, Parlinment ]’Ms‘w(*(l legislation paving the way for local taxation
of ie !i values.  The principle can be applied by the Councit by kp(' sial Grdew
passing a rosolubion that it proposes to adopt the Aot W me it
s mandatory for the Couneil o prepare a provisionsl valnation <i Ll% rateabls
properiies, showing (cf-} unimproved capital value, (0) capital improved value,
() the net annual valae thereof. P!(}w GR 1% also Hmk* for the <{f:f}§) on of
the Iand value principle independent of any move by the Cooneil. This is
hy means of & petition signed by one-tenth of the ratepayers. On receipt of
; on the Uouncil must publish in 2 per eirculating
ipa! district a notice gtating the demand has been made, and tha
pedl of vatepayers will be taken on the day for the next election of Councillors
The resgomements for carrying the poll are i—
in fuvonr of the proposal ; and

i

{er) A mjority of walid votes record

one-thivd of

waed be be ab 1
MIH.

() The number of valid
the number of votes on the ﬂnmf(:s}m

Tneler the oviginal Act the State Government land valoation was 1o be uged.
This assessment did not give sahsgfaction, snd in 1920 power was given '&e) [ex cal
Bodies 0 make their own assegaments, and e n a number of local bodic
have adonted the land value principle of rating, The msmwes of the loca E.
governing suthorities that have adopted Lwri values rating arve as foleows
Brungwick, Camberwell, Caulfield, Coburg, Essendon, Oakleigh, 3 *r;{irif"*hfmw
Carrmn B uimwl Mordiat thi, Newton and Clul well, ,L’oz'iﬁmnd iiormz;n. ol the
Hhives of Lland cﬁmw Hmt.d e and E- i

I‘r:i:i: tne votmfr boing : “Hor land values, &, még a.gmmtt EH).
i the Couneil decided bo rev ert to the old s system of rai nlI]tL EaT I_ another
poll was dems ;nded by $he ratepayers.  The result was : For reversion, 8K
againgt, 1808 ; majority for retaining land valoes, 999, In 1926 a reversion
poll was dcmtmd( (l at Brunswick when by 4,676 votes to 2,604 the ratepavers

decided to continue under the land value aystfem.

The rate in the £1 levied upon unimproved land values varies from 11d.
in the Hosedale Shire to 7d. in the £ levied in the City of Brunswick.

SoUTH AUSTRALIA

South Australia obtained power to rate land values for municipal purposes

in 1893, and for District Council purposes in December, 1926. Before the .

principle can be applied a tentative assessment must be prepared showing what
each ratepayer pays under the old system and the amount each would pay if
land values assessment was adopted. This assessment must be open for public
inspection for 21 days before the day of polling. In the case of municipulities
one-fourth in number of thé ratepayers on the roll must vote in faveur of
Tand values to make the poll effective, and under the District Council Act

8
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shree-fifthe of the ratepayers recording their vobtes, or one-half in number of
the ratepayers on the roll, must vote for land values to carry the poll.  Councils
may adopt the Hate land tax ass it or make their own valuations.  In
or cass o new valuation must be made every seven years.

\

whe lad

Althovgh e are many restrictions which make it difficult to get the
Act applied, 16 v and 6§ Distriet Councils now rate solely eon
cimarored tand valnes,  Thess Muanicipahities srve . Theartorn, Moonta, Pork
unimproved land values. These Muonicipali are: Thearton, Moonta, Port

Adelaide, Hindmarsh, 36 Peter’s, Mount Gambig sy, Port Pivie, Gawler,
Guorn, Peterborongh, ¥orketown, Port Augusta, Port Lincoln, Murray Bridge

ome 83d. to Is 640 in the £
-Himba,
ing from
Btate, and

and Colonel Light Gardens. The rates vary |
The District Councils which have adopted land value rating are:
Murat Bay, Loxton, Cobdogly, Minnipa and Kavconda, the rates vas
i to 43d in the £, These districts ave in the farm arcas of the

the o i giving general satisfaction.

vatern,  Three
ears of practical

Power iz granted to tho ratepayers to revert to the old
such nolls have been demanded and all were defeated after v
b .

sophcation of the iand value principle.  The ratensvers woukd net revert to
|l S, ) » N A !
the old svstem of taxing improvements.  Voting at reversion polls is confined
& 1my _ g poll .
i e : and the fact that the owners have by big majorities

solel

suld be convineing evidence as
e principle hag been applied in
o ingtance where there bas been

he land value principle
Wherever

i

=

AWRESTRRY AUSTRALIA

627 the Governor, by orler of the Council,

Wegtern  Australia, nod incleded in o
i On or before Teh July in each vear the
wntion of all the rateable land within she digtrict, and
e and the capital
tatistios

conld  consb
municipality a “ Road
Board must make a va
keep o rate book showing the estimated net annual va
annual value of the land. secding B0 the latest local government
avalable, for the vear 1920 e were 125 Rosg Digts
ate area of land covered by their jurisdicticn was 975,620 squw

proxi-

m
The valuation of rateable property was (—
On annual valne basis ... £301,665
On uwmimproved land value basis ... e £21,119,659

"The rates on the annual value basis ranged from 9d. to 2s. 2d. in the £, and
those on unimproved land values from 1d. to 6d. in the £. Beventy-five
districts collect their revemie from mmimproved and annual values combined,
the remaining 50 districts rate solely on unimproved land values. The amount
of revenue from each source is not shown separately in the official statisbics,
but an analysis of the assessment figures shows that approximately £30.000
was collected from annual values, and £240,000 from the unimproved value
of land. Local Boards of Health under the control of the Roads Boards
collect the greater portion of their revenue from land values, the rate varying
from one-eighth of a penny to 8d. in the £. The majority of the Vermin
Boards of Western Australia levy their rates from unimproved land values,
the balence rate on an acreage basis. The land value rate ranges from one-
sixteenth of a penny to 1d. in the £.
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w3 EBDowain

Tere Ury ox F T
st December, 1920, the City of Perth Endowment
& power 10 the Perth City Uouncil to deal with o
o other Jands, comprising In all approzimately £.008 acro ;
s boundaries to include these lands. The festure of spera-,;zl mte*rs.—s‘i,
connection with this ares is the fncet that rates must be impesed wpon un-
improved land values, and improvements exempted from rating.

The Premier of Western Australia has definitely promised to give mundcl-
palities the power to alter the -.‘,ﬂvm of vating to vidmproved land values,
cmd. the Bill i t0 be introduced at an early date.

Lands Aot was
i f n(ima mend

O 31
agsed, oivi

TasmaNLa
The land value ]‘I’Hl(l e has not vet been adopted in Tasmanis for local
purposes.  Under the * Hobart (m:p{).m,ium Act, 19247 power was grayted

4

¢ the Capital City to adopt the tand valve principle Under the provisions
of the Act it was mand m=~_— for & poli of ratepavers to be taken within 15
months from the passing of the Act.  Gwing to the action of certain mombers
of the City Council who were C=pwm*d to the land value system, the poll was
not taken within the prescribed time, therefore the Act lapsed. [\llznm;,di
associations of Tasmanis have carried resolitions favouring [and valies
ment, n, the northern oity, coarried s veferendum favom

Lanmeseton
change in the basis of rating from anneal value to unimproved land vahz{n

GENERAL REMARKSY
Land Valne Fating is i wdatory in qu{" dand, New & outh Wales and
Western Aus : rt), and option: al in New South Wales and Western
Australia (in part) and in Victoria and South Australia,

It i important to note that where the old system of loeal rating still
obbaing the ennual valune sstnent provides for o meeastmve of land vals Vi
it the public treasury. The anvual assessment is on 5 per cent of the ‘z:p:ml

value of the land and improvements combined ; therefore a big proportion of
the rates received represents “ground rent.” AN land’ is assessed under the
“annnal value™ system, irrespective as to whether it Is vacant or has
improvements upon it.

The various Local Governing Acts impose a hmlta,tlon in regard to the
levying of rates. The maximum general rate in South Australia and Queens-
land i= 1s,, although separate and special rates may be levied. In Western
Australia the general rate on unimproved land value must not exceed 3d.
in the £, except with the approval of the Minister, when it may be increased
to 6d.

CONCLUSION

The foregoing statement will show the success which has sttended our
efforts on behalf of land values taxation in the Australian Commonwealth.
The Government being of a three-fold nature we aim to secure the removal
of taxation from buildings and other improvements in the local government
sphere. In the State arena we urge the abolition of the income, amusement,
stamp and probate duties, and the reduction of railway freights and fares.
For Federal purposes we demand the repeal of the tariff and all taxes imposed
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(Fesued dn cdvance of the International Conference, Edinburgh, 29th July to
Ath August, 1929, by the Tnternational Union for Land Value Taxation and i'ree
Trade, 11, Tothi i Street, London, §.W.1.}
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