Hanry George said, in 1881: “T know that present
social adjustments capnot continue. Even now I see
the clouds are rising. Will the dams hold till the ficods
rise to fury and we pass back into bloodshed and
anarchy 77

Henry Gedrge said “I Eknow,” and he did know
He could see that it iz impossible to disregard the
Natural SBocial Law without s day of reckoning,

Neither can we violale the Physieal wsor the :
Bpiritual Laws of Hature with impuniiy; any pleasure g ’
or enjoyment we iay have cannot be other than
deceptive, while real happinsss is impossible. Con=

tinued viclation of any Natural Law will altimsagely
destroy us—-What shall we do o be saved?

Lenrn end abey the Netural Lew.
Ty, Hdgar W. -(E;Aiiey,
Melbourne.

THE WORKS OF HENRY GEOBGE AND
LITERATURE of the movement may be obiained si
the office of The Henry George League of N.BW.,
114 Hunter St, Sydney '
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Read The Standard
OFFICIAL ORGAN 4OF THE ABOVE LEAGUE,
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This &l : weprrein 0 address was de-
livered b;‘ Bl pa 2, %Efu'(}vd at the Henry
George O sﬁu, Svidney, N.b,w Lot May 16, 1932,

. are rightly
dev Af a‘_sa.tuz"sk cre is oan unfor-
tum;{@ tendency Lo mnudw peonomic geiencs Lo
be a set of complicated man-made schemes, con-
tinuously amended by even more complicated man-
made laws—a hms{ less tangie about which there
' sl ence of opinion and which only
Wise z\mé learned may hope to understand.
4'(3350\&'2?1" is an endeavour to show that
nt g0, but that, on the contrary, economic
15 it 18 sometimes i‘m mead “economics’
economy”’} is 2 slmple nature study,
fomm? is as much a naturalist ag any
tigt, and for him also, there is glgnif
well-known lines ;{;i Longiellow
gture the old any
Ifm child wpon her
Baving, “Hers is a 7
Thy Pather has uni&e n for thee.”
“Come, wander with me,” she said,
“Intg vegions vet untmd
And read what s still anread
In the manuseripts of God”

Mature’s Universal Lanpuage.

“The manuscripts of God” are many and
marvellous; they are revealed to us through
MNatyre: they are written by the Creator in
MWature's uaiversal language of truth, so that
Wature lovers and seckers after truth of all nations
may find “tongues in trees, books in the running

3
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in stones” ay
vs in the activities of ma .
ages therve have beon seskers alfter
seientific volumes of our numersis
are mans interorefation of Nature’s
or, in the words of the noet, “the m

o

2

AT ot of the s
iz that larger body oy greatsy
economis body—a marve!
re complex, svan more foar v
Of a1l the manuseripts that Mature
this iz the most marvellous, I
; slaing the natural Jaws which govern
and in which the body ecosomic has its
thig that tells vy “how of a Uit
= 5 grest and glorious city.”
sseript that reveals, in no uncertain
manner, the wisdom and beneficence of the
swtor, and for thiz reason alone. it is nat pre-
mptuous to zay that i is The Most Wonderful
anuscript.
The Mont Faithful Interpreter.

There have been wmany interpraisrs  of
Nature's economic manuseript, but the most faith-
ful and above all, the most legical, is Henvy
(zeorge. {Indonbtedly, in economic selence he is
the noblest the centuries have given us, vet, the
place he would take is not that of a teacher who
states what iz to be learned, but rather that of
5 guide who points out, what by lopking, iz to
be seen. Far from asking the resder blingly 1o
follow him, he urges him o accept no statement

4 .
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naturs n whick
ang by it nrogrs
iples az
: naturs
times and in all nlaces—in inations f
Terglis i
place,

fore,
open

s place, and his powd

2 observe man dweliing on the
the vinbe and uiterly dependent gpon lanc
foundations of all his buildings rest upon
iw the storehouse from which all his needs ave
supplied. It ig, in fact, “the source of all wealth
and the field of all labour”” This first principle
must never be forgotten, The land was not mad
by mag: it is as much a part of nature as the als
oy the ocean; therefore, naturally each individual
has an equal righi to the use of the soll of his
own country and the price paid for the exclusive
use of any portion of it {(apart from man-made
: ments) cannet, by nature. belong to ini-
Thus we see that,

iy b

B

imal

land is & common Tund

We ses that man differs from all othe
reason-—ne hag
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noweyr of relating cause and effect—and afm deep
within him is a divine spark of discontent. We

1Y _ri;};hﬂv all it a divine spark, for if iz this
*hwi mfxvi man o his noblest achievemeants,

?'2‘:&@111{3;};%&%{:;3 of Reason and [Hscontient,

There ig a certaln interdependence betwsen
man’s imt of reason and his discontont. Wers
he merely discontentsd but without reason he
fvaii I not ﬁd ance; and were he ever so highly
{‘ with reason bui contented with a mere

iy mih%@f{ltw %w* ould be no progress. 1In
enne between man and the
I{Lm‘;f George exuaing that it is

.mt ‘i: e “n{e:n:m‘ builds a dam and the bird

a nest. bul while these are of the same nlan
“throughout all the centuries the house that man
builds changes from the rude hut of Eaaves and
to the mapnificent ,m]? £,
. man not like the {}};
i nuch grass, s
ool be com‘e
* o Ll"? miGre 2OUTEVEeR
o has enough he wants bheiier fond,
a8 hn{m az he hag a2 sheli s wants & more com-
modious and tasteful ons T BO0N 3 animal
-ant are satisfied H
sives avise. This liscontent is
natiure of man—of £ nature that
ateg him from the : u] b‘y“ s immeasurable
gt and shows him to be, indeed, created in the
likeness of God. Tt is not to be guarrelled with, for
it is the motor of sl progress. Tt iz this that has
weighed suns and andl} sad stars, and opened page
after page of the wonderful werks of creative
intelligence; it is this that has narrowed the
Atlantic to an ocean ferry and trained the lzht-
ning o carry our messages to the remotest lands;
it iz this that is opening to us possibilities beside
(3]

THE MUST WONDERFIIL MANUSCRIPT.

Rich and Posr
W ;"11-" b ;zii thzat our madfem civitization has as vet

E ‘E m*m R gt 50 long as there iz want in the mids
of abundance, whﬂe the 4@1@ hecatse of specia Nl
privilege, are 1 vieh without service, and fhe many,
in spite of continuous service, are poor. But as
there are many cases of deserving wealth and
also of deserving poverty, it Iz interesiing to
notice that Henry George defines exactly what
e means by the terms rich and poor when he
SAYE

“Here iz the normal Hne from which what we eall
and what we eall poverty take their stari,

y pommantd more 2ervi than he nesd render;

is poor who ean command 3 serviea than

o flfam render or is willing to vender. The one has more
i1 he ought fo have; the other has less. Rich and poor
orrelative @f each other; the existence of &
wolving the existence of a class of peor

... . To pui this relation into terms

rirh are the robbery, since thay are 2t

33" robbe i the pooy

RAROTL faks it, why

"rm WAL TG lly nan of such reckless speech

il S g

PR

&
£, W

than o rob. E’r t?m k (‘nm af ¢
preached, rich and poor would bs impo
vieh and posy, in the true sense are the resuils
doipg.  And when He saild, ‘.Et ix pasier for a camsl to
TIRES im‘ﬂi”h the eve of a needle than for s rich man
tg enter the kingdowm of h(u}x{,;’i} He ~mp‘37 put in the
pmphatic form of Fastwen wmelaphor a statement of fact
ax coldly trume as the statemeni that two mm;? :] Tines
can pever meet, Injustice cannot bve whare jusiice rules,
and sven if the man himself might get throungh, his
vichs @ power of compelling service *Mﬂmut rendering
srvico—must of necessity, be left behind, 1f there ean
Le no poor in the kingdem of heaven clearly thers can
be no richl” 7
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THE MOST WONDERFIUL MANUSCRIPT.

auently no need for government revenus, no value
attaches 1o land; but when, with the increase of
population, the need for such serviee arvises, with
the consequeant need for government revenue, land
cromes valoable and rent also arises; then as
iy progresses and the need for revenge ip-

, rent also Ineresses,

From thiz we may infer that civilization is
nalural to man—that in nature there ig pmvisio‘gi
not only for primitive man, but also for civilized
man, tor whose state there ariges an ever-increas-
ing fund to provide for hig ever-increasing need
of public servics, -

Matural Provision for Social Needs.

To recapitulate: the desive to avoid exertion

causes competition for land; this competition
causes ground rent, hence ground rent arises from
TetarSy~hecause of nature, it iz therefore the
natural revenue of the Stale, Of this law, Henry
George says, “In the natural growth of the social
organism there ig developed a fund which is the
natural provision for the natursl nesds of that
organisme-—.n Tund which is not merely sufficient
for all the material needs of sociely and may be
taken for that purpese, g jntended destination,
“without depriving the unlt of anything that i
actually hiz, but which must be an taken to pre-
vent the gravest injuries fo individualg and the
direst disasters to the 3tate”

Haviny observed the most important of the
vatural economic laws and principles, lel ug now
consider the great soeial erganism which ig mani-
fagt in what we call civilization.

VWheai Civilization Means.

Civilization may be defined ag the social State
which results from the co-overation of men o
supply their wants, and it iz this co-operation that
constitutes that wonderful soeial organism that

1¢
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Feniy (eorge so ably defines as the body economic

creater man. He says:—

5 indeed, 1 think, best present itself to our

an in the Bkeness of s iarper and greater man,

Cof and from the co-oparation of indiv mEn
their desires and constituling a sl
Hlimitable field of progress. . 7

not made by pact and covenant, it grows: as
cows, as man nimself grews, by viviue of

2

o

syith the beginning of exehange or trade among

 this body sconomic begins to form, and in its
sginning civilization begins. The animals do net develop
civilization, becanse they do not trade. . . 7

St are accustomed o speak of vertain neoples as
aneivilized and of certain other peoples as eivilized or
Fralls ilized, but in fruth such use of terms is merely
relstive, To find an uiterly uneivitized people we must
find & people among whom there is no exchange oy Lrade.
Sneh o people does not exist, awd so far as our knowiedge
woes, never did. To find 5 foily civilized people we must
find a people among whom exchange of trads iz absolutely
fros d has reached the fullest development to w h
hasnan desire con carry it There iz, as yet, unfortunately,
ne such people” :

s that civilization is dependent
3

erowth and development of the body
Tt iy indeed, the visible expression of
The mar-made laws and cus-

n%, the stately huild-

he squalid hovels, the churches and
' triumphs of enginesring, the ex-
and the

-1 we associale

sult of the activity of

sconomic, '

Unnatural Laws Which Impede Pregress.
ag vet, far from perfect and
a0 Henry George says, there is point in the satire
which telis how men whe had lost thelr way in
the wilderness, exclaimed at length, when they
11
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of lobou:

PRL Ty
dulia

iz elimina-

monapoiies

Trade ig

. - > 1 atres 2 hody economic o
. BIAls ; the 1 stimulus 0 cireuls

e

. The Twe Ways of Co-operation. Eructios iy ] v whom -
. ey more minutely the won- : T ) e brodiuced.  Another ex-
co-cnoration of the body sconcomic. In the | e b SHPUHBCICUS  CO-0po ation s the
of the greatest economist— ' abitants of voat city. 7’%; t ke
$ : . abitants of & great cit A oty worker ms

! inereases in the productive power of man over ] CHenREe aervice me 7‘!€ ' f‘%f 913{{3" oo
th which nature endows the individual come from ] w3t frorm WMildura, hutte el e & for
. 5 Trom Mildura, butter from the North

the co-eperation of individaals. Bat there are two ways atlery £ hefi
in which ce-operation may isks place. The first s by cutlery from Sheffield, tea from India and
13
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silk from Japan. In the same way inmumerahle
citizens arve exchanging gorvives for the lnnumer-
abie things desired. And in a marvelous way,
a1t these things are veady when required because
of the unconscious co-operalion that iz utieriy
beyond human wisdom to direct,
wheve, by whom, and how sl thesa {
he grown, extracted, sdapted and transporied so0
a5 to be raady at the vight time, in the right
i and at the right places, fo satisfy
@ eihing that no man or body
of men is ¢a of divecting.  And here we find
the failure of @ Jistie interferemce with that
which shouid be left to private enterprise; it
aeeks to divect by conscious will that which i3
possible only by unconseious co-operation.

The Two HKinds of {o-operation.

Tt e in the two kinds of co-operation that the
body economic 8 most closely analogous to the
physical body. Wian walks, writes, speaks and
performs inmamerable actions by conscions will;
but the beating of his heart and the marvellous
and vital functioning of his organs are beyond
the control of his will, He need not even think
of them: he may be entirely ignovant of phyvsio-
logy, but though he conscicusly directs hig
ivities, while he sleeps this uncon-
a1 functioning continues.

ot co-operation of the body

neonseious funetion-

ing of > T a1 bady and to attempt to divect

gither hy conseious =il i o attempt to impose
man-made schemes o1 Divine Providence.

Aw the growing child needs sufficient control
and direction o safeguard his veical and moral
soifare and to fit him for service, so does the
growing body economic nead sufficient control and
divection for the safety of its units and o fit it

14
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$or the high service of comgtrncting eivilization.
Tyt as over-control tends to hinder and sometimes
to prevent the normal development of the child,
an fdoes pyer-government tend to hinder and pre-
vent the mnormal development of the body
eeonomic.

Why Sociely Suffers from He own Improvement.
The body economic iy the victim of too many -
restrictions and vepressions and therefore its
handiwork, ¢ivilization, iz nnhalnnced. 1 we would
make civilization beautiful and harmonious as
nature meant it to be—if we would “Clear away
~o almahouse and the shum, that the little homes
2nd rarden ploty may come,” we must give to the
naker of civilization, the body econorle, the free-
dom intended by nature——{reedom from the re-
pression of UDNECesSArTy tazation, freedom from
rostiiction of trade. freedom from restriction of
the nse of the earth, .
The only just, practical, and natural wav of
giving this freedom e to abolish taxation and
tion and to eollect ground rent. the s
Dy long ag we Tail to do this socie
arde of Blre Fels, “doomed to auffer from
n improvement”: to suffer from ity own
improvement because all progress causes the viice .

of Tand to advance, and therefore improvements

hat whould benefit society as a whole increase the
ta of land monepely at the expense of society.

- mha Cancer in the Secial Organism,

Land monopoly is the root of all rnonopoly.
. the terrible and malignant growth on the
hody economic. And as eancer grows at the
expense of the afflicted physical body, and all
that may be done o nourish that bhody wili but
rourish the cancer while the body starves, so, in
the same way, all attempis to henefit the social

i
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2 the cane
remalns, feed this social ca
body & :

CAT , d body a1
ithout considerable discomfort
3 f but the EETS sorial
ancer of land wiv 1s known z
POImov {isturbance or das

fund for its

rom the gres AN
prevents selfemploy-
ompetition of

yrees wages down.
ground rant is the cause
rof taxation, of infiated
rent, all of which so
i that they are unable
a small portion of their birth-
wealthier brothers. 1t is this
into classes of rich who com-
mand 80 m more service than they need render
and into classes of poor whe command so much
icss, Tt is this that iz turning man's discontert—
the natural force of elevation—inte a foree of

destruction,

The Hepe That Inspires.

The overcrowding and squalor of the cities,
while within a few miles of their boundaries are
unnzed seres that onght to be covered with homes
and gardens; the denizens of the underworid, the
trampys upon the highways, the increasing horde
of criminals. and the tenements or serub wastes
that shelter them: all that is unjust and abnormal
in eivilization, is the stovy of that greatest tra-

15
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s, the Mast %, and above

1} the Master Feonomist, Whe in Hig wisdom hag

wravided, not only for the needs of each individual

unit but alse the revenue for the needs of the

The HBrighter Piciure.
1t has been well sald of individual man that
not “rising upwards to be an angsl, d
son it he iz sinking downwards to be a de
' wne way the greater man, the bo
3 the civilization dependent vpon it s
' Henry {eorge
the tomb of dead
of dead empires
eivilization that iz not founded
17
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The domain of low & not con

worel aniverse, and social growth ond socoial tfe hove
thetr lows ee fived as those of wmdaiier and motion,
Would we maeke social Hfe heol thy omd hoppy, e
must discover those lmws, and seek our onds in aceord-
wnae with them,

-—Hungy GBORGE,
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