Acquiring our first piece of
land has changed us. Our thoughts
are om more concrete things now.
Some of us had been wondering if
we would ever get beyond the talk-
ing stages, but then, Robbie Wil-
son came with his gift of land,

Eobbie called me several
months ago saving that he was

iooking for some way to place
his land in perpetual trust, He
hadn't heard of Sam Ely until a
mutual friend me it k.
a dav bafore his tall te me.
had been sericusly ill and wag
trvivng to think of ways to pro-
tect the land he loved and worked.
He had thought of giving it to the
town of Detroit, Maine but there
wag so much involved and there were
noe guarantees that the land would
be used as he wished. He told me
that he could see spectres of spec-—
wlaters waiting to "make a buck”
on his homestead. (In fact, when
I galled the real estate agent when
clearing up the title for Rob, the
[ agent asked me to "tell Mr. Wilson
that we know of someone who would
give him a good price for his landy}

Rob had drawn up an agreement
stated simply and clearly:

"The land will be used by

a homesteader agreeable to

the Sam Ely Community Land

Trust. The land can be

cleared for pasture for or=

ganic hearding and farming.

The twenty=eight acres will

pe incliuded in the Land
Trust grant but building

Coalition C

American Experience w

rice 25°

will be limited to the
three acres surrounding the
area where the house and

barn now standg!

I was immediately impressed

by the directness of +his procedure.
Here was a homesteader wishing to
protect the land he loved. The
homesteader drew up his own con-
tract; spelling out his concerns

and wishes. The Trust was ready to
advocate for and hold the land. A
tyust relationship was established
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the glft was accepted.

In addition to accepting Rob's
gift the Trustees proposed that:

*4 careful evaluation be made

of how the land could be nurtured
by homesgteaders, calling on our
technical advisory committee to
help us.

(con't on back page)
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The central theme coming out
of the recent Conference on Land
Reform held April 14 in Bangor was:
contrel and ownership of land and
resources in this state. Who owns
the land? Who controls the re-
sources? And how do we return that
control, and the benifits, to Maine
people? Ideas ranged from Communi-
ty Fishing Corporations, working
for reform of law to aid fishermen
in holding on to their shoreline
property, to tax reform bills and
Pubhlic Power.

Gpeffrey Faux in his address
to the group outlined the preblem:
"america's land is mere and
more owned and contreolled by a con-
centration of private corporate
powers. Pulp and paper companies
dirvectiy own 65 million acres of
jand, {In Maine a dozen timber and
pulp companies own more than half
the state.) The top eight oil com-
panies own another 65 million acres
o7 land. Angd the potential profits
from recrsation and second home de-
velopment have lured companies like
Chrysler, Gulf & Western ITT, CBS,
Eastman-Kodak and others to buy up
huge chunks of real estate all a-
cross the country.'

Including Maine. Ag John Ren-
senbrink points out in his article
on the Land Struggle, and as Mr.
Baglev's situation shows, individu=
als are very vulnerable and power=
legs in the face of such a concen-—
tration of power. The people in-
volved at the Conference realize
that the only way open for us is

to work together. DBy building a
representative group through which
we can speak collectively, we can
perhaps influence the legisiature
which is one place to start in or-
der to change some of the laws that
fogter the situation we are now in.
Equally important though, is work-
ing to build alternative institu-
tions such as Community Development
Corporations, Land Trugts and Co-
operatives which would be cone
trolled by the people they serve
and through which we can regain
some control over our lives. The

third avenue is constantly work-
ing te get out information to
people, educating ourselves and
others,

The statement of purposes
adopted by the Steering Committee
of the Coalition reflects these
goals. {The Declaration of Pur-
poses of the Coalition is printed
below, )

There, are six different areas
which the Coalition could work ind
Public Lands and Wildlands, Forsse
try and Forest Products, Farming,
¥Fishing, Taxes, and Housing Alter-
natives. Committees have already’
bheen set up arocund some of thege
arsas, and in the near future pos-
zibly all the areas will be covered
by a working committee. In order
for these groups to work, they need
to be local or regional in struc-
ture s0 that many people can be in-
velved and information spread guick-
iv. The Coalition hopes to acheive
thig by having each interest area

co~ordinated by one or two people
who can work to build thelr group
and can be part of a state-wide
steering committee where informa-
tion and activities would be shared
and co-ordinated in joint efforts.
A newsletter will also be important
in keeping members of different
groups informed of what others are
deing and what needs to be done.
The mailing address for the
Maine Coalition of Land and People

harmony with the land.

We will work for

holdinge.

many frouts.

Community Land Trusts and Cooperatives:
the needs of the land with the néeds of the people:

and a unigue set of tactics.
groups caln we succeed in our struggle.

is FP.0.Box 137, Bangor, Maine. Or
contact: John Newton at 353~4637 in
Lisbon, Randy Curtis at 725-7047 in
Brunswick, Lulu Chawberland at 043
8241 in Bangor, Chalmers Hardenbergh
or Meredith Malmberg at 622-4731 in
Augustae.

The Maine Coalition of Land and
People needs support from all guar—
ters if it is to be effective.There’
alot to be done.

[by Lulu Chamberland]

THE MAINE COALITION OF LAND AND PEQPLE

A DECLARATION

We, people of Maine, desire a society centered on self-
relaince, cooperative industry, popular ownership, and a life in

We degire to end the present domination of Maine by outside
corporations and unresponsive political structures, and to gain
control of the resources of Maine by its people.

Economic protection for mamwwqwmxasewmmﬁmw

balancing

- AND, Pepular control of resources suitable for public

Towards these ends we have formed the Maine Coalition of
Land and People. We are a coalition because our fight is one
Fach demands a uniquely dedicated group of people
Only threough the efforts of many

We ask all people of Maine to join us,; for

CONTROL OF MAINE'S RESOURCES BY THE PECOFLE OF MAINE.
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Bo Yerxa, Kay Lucas, Ralph

Greens, and Willy Willette of the
Sam Bly Community Land Trugt were
asked to be resource people at a
confarence on land trusts held at

& Guaker meeting house and school
in Haddonfield New Jersey on April
14 and 1%5. The sponsors were peo~
ple from the Philadelphia Life
Cepter, a community of about one
hundred people living in 13 West
Philadelphia houses.

One might expect a two day con-
ference in New Jersey to be a
fairly dull, highly structured
affair. Not so, this one. Lt
was more like a very enjovable
two day picnic with folks who
seemed like family. The weather
was warm and sunny, trees and
flowers in full bloom and New Jer-
sey wags being blessed with several
dayvs of tgcceptable! air. Good
food, good company, good conver-
sation=~ what more could one ask?

Mogt of the time was spend out-
qoors in "workshops! (small groups
of peeple lolling in the sun),
comparing notes on land trust

sfforts and rapping about the
concept of land stewardship as
opposed To land ownership.

There

were many becple there who wanted
to kpnow what a land trugt wase

The Sam Ely people and the Peace-
makers (and anti-war group dedi-
cated to "non-violence as a way
and spirit of 1ifel) were presumed
to be the "experts' because these
two trusts were acguiring land and
about to make teame~holding agree-
ments. However when these two
groups compared notes it was ob=-
vious that both were having plenty
of 'mon-expert’ experienceso. Both
Sam Ely and Peacemakers geemed to
agree that the impertant thing to
understand ig that forming regiomal
land trusts is and endeavor so new
that discovering the process is
part of the affort. .

The Peacemakers wWere willed
money recently and purchased
two farms in West Virginia. They
are looking for people who might
want to live on the Land.

Other resource people at the
conference were Beb Swan and Ted
Webster of International Independ=
ence Institute, Cambridge, Masgs
Sundayta outdoor workshops gradual-
1y dissoclved into one large group
of folks gathered around Bob and
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Ted with questionsz concerning the
how and why of the legal technical-
ities of trusts, the possibilities
for urban trusts, and the means by
which property(what a person has
produced and therefore can own'')
and land can be separated.

We left the conference with
BOMEe New understanding of the need
+o protect land in trust by legal
means, and some inklings of the
work ahead for Sam Ely. We also
had a sense of the need to record
what we are learning, perhaps in a
manual, or with a slide pregsenta-
tion, so that the land trust ideas
and experiencesg Call he shared more
eagily with all the people seeking
this information.

For people who would like to
know more about the Peacemakars
and the Philadelphia Life Center
here are some addresses:
PEACEMAKERS : Dianne Eckman

2027 W. Kilborne Ave.
Milwaukee ,Wisc. 53233
phone: (L1h ) 34h=7768

MOVEMENT FOR & NEW SOCIETY
1006 South L6th Btreet
Philadelphia, PA. 19143

{Article and photographs bY
Kay Lucas)




The Land Coalition Conference on
wril ik in Banger brought something
ome te me with great force! how

ciosely the survival of our person-
al tives is bound up with politi-
cal realities, and how 1litile we
are aware of this, or allow our-—
selves €Lo De aware.

I+ happened in the -workshop on
taxes. Three hrothers were there.
Thev have Gh acres of land which
they are farming, some of it ex-
tending out to the sea, though only
. narvow strip of about 200 feet
wotually is shoreline, Their prop-
rty taxes are already at $1500.00
peryear and going up. To the extent
that other land in the area is being
‘developed! (tourism, residential
and commercial growth generallyl,
‘e town Tathers will be pushing
the rates up-to a point over a
number of years that will likely
he too great for the three bro-
thers to survive. as farmers pur-
suing a certain style of life.
Someone in the workshop, rather
unfeelingly I thought, suggested
thev gell the areaon or near the
sea, in order to save the resgt.

One brother said in some anguish,
"But those 15 acres are the best
farm land}"

Several peoints came out of this.
First, that this is a bitterly
typical dilemna facing all kinds
of homesteaders in Maine.(see
the article on Hazgel and Clarence
Bagley in the last Advoecate, and
the follow-up in this issue.)
Secondly,that reforms which call
for tying tax rates to market
values make the dilemna even worse:
it forces the homesteader and
small farmer with their social and
ecological values to "compete' with
the narrowly economic and specu-
tative values of intensive "mar-
ket oriented’ development.

Third, that as individuals own-
ing our own private plets and farms
{60% of Maine households) we are
211l vulnerable and all more or less
helpless.

Fourth, that 3am Ely can make
some difference on this problem,

- put not decisively because (for
example) Sam could not take over
ownership of the threse brothers’
farm with that escalating tax bill,
The point is that neither Sam nor
anvonsg ghould have to pay that Kind
of bill.

Fifth, that a strong political
force is needed (independent of Sam
Elv} to fight for favorable tax
and land use laws that will help
the small holder in general and
%am Ely in particular, a point I
return to below,

Hixth, that we need a guide-
line, or strategy, that is firm-
1y based in our own needs as
paople of various kinds trying in
our lives to put into practice
such values as self-reliance, enjoy~
ment of life, autonomy and mutual-—

itve I will also return to this
shortly,

TG MAEE A BTAND NOW

We need to make a stand now, X
didn’t sav take a stand, as if a

moral resciutioncr a political prooe-
lamation or a vooal demonstration,
or some form of direct actionwill
help ug. Noy we nsed to make =
stand.

I know, or know of. 50 many dif-
ferent pecple, both traditional
farmers, homesteaders and small plot
owners on the one hand; and on
the other people from the cities
moving on to plots and farms in the
hope of finding a better lifs. We
all have something in common. We
love the land and what it means to
us,. and we are all individually wvul-
nerable.

There iz no use assuming or hop-
ing that somehow one can truly re-
treat or get away from it all, or
to act like {he familiar ostrich.
Yet T see so many ﬂmmﬂww doing
that, traditionalists and new-
comers, belleving that somehow as
individuals one can survive., Or
that, if it doesn't work out here,
it's possible to move on to some-
where else.

But even if the ax dees not fall
today or tomorrow or the day after
that, BEverny if it doesun't fall for
five vears or ten or twenty five
years, it surely will fall, whether
on us or on cur children, no mat-
ter how lucky we may be.

There ig in our culture a falsely
individualistic, supine, and deeply
irresponsible attitude of doing-
it for-myself-and-I~can't-help-it-
about-the-rest. It "works' for the
buccaneers and con-artists (and
global corporations.) But it turns
back on the rest of us. By its
paralyzing power over us, we get
picked off one at a time, now here,
now there: we are subtly {often not
so subtly!) pushed to the wall and
then chopped up in the name of
Haevelopment" = by seemingly inscru-
table forces. But they are not in-
scyitable st all but are perfectly
obvious if one gets ones head out
of ones ass and learns to look with
ones own God-given evesl

Too many good people with fine
intelligence and decent values have
somehow had their consciousness
warped, or blunted, or emasculated-
made impotent like chickens in a
panic, like prisomers in a conceti~
tration camp, like okies before the
winds of the dugt bowl and the roar
the bull dozer. One sees them as in
a surrealistic dream, moving hither
and thither for cover {walking-as
if unburriedlyv, or slithering, or
cowering, or strutting) knowing
deep inside that their turn will
come soon enoughs

Are Jill's one hundred and fifty
acres in Freedom invulnerable? Are
Mark's 100 acres in Litchfield? My
familv's sixteen acres in Topsham?
Bitsa's group's 160 acres in Monroe?
luluts parents' farm in 5t. Agatha?
Hazel and Clarence Baglev's farm in
Milbridge? Sam's own thirty acres
in Detroit? _

Une could ge on and onl...Ask

not for whom the bell tells, it tells

for theel

We must turn apd fight together.
Yet many of us have guffered our-~
selves to become non~pelitical and

anti=political because in the six-
ties we wers out in ihe npame of Bir
Golobad and all the gsaints of Right
versus Wyrong (or, the same thing,
in the name of this or that Yoor-
rect!! ideniogy } hatitling for other
peoplels lives and fortunes and
sacred power. And we got fed up
with that. Quite rightly.)

But can we do now for ourselves
{and for others) what we zo in-
tensely tried to do only for others?
Do we have sufficient presence of
mind, or have we waxed tooc cynical,
too softyinside to e bothered
with sven the protection of our own
lives and fortunes and those of
our children?

ACTIONS AND STRATEGIES TO THINK
ABOUT AND RALLY 'ROUND

1. Sam Elv is needed. Sam is a ve-
hicle or agency with which to place
land for protection in perpetuity
when and as Sam can abgorb it. And
Sam is a social reality which seeks
to embody in practice a realistic
alternative to land holding,land
use and people’s control.

2. A pelitical force is needed-a
tand and people's coalition. Now
in the process of formation, a
Maine Land Coalition can be a real
alliance of many groups and inter-
egts: including traditicnalists
and newcomers; including indivi-
dual homesteaders and coopera-
tives; including consgervation in-
terests and people's economic in=-
terests such ag tax payers groups,
tenants, low income people, farm-
ers, woodcutters, fishermen and 20
forth.

3. We need a strategy: a general
guideline for taking action. We have
heen tallking a great deal about
self~reliance, enjoyment of life
and land, autonomy, and mutuality.
This should afford us a basis from
which to elaborate a strategy. My
suggested spin-off is four fold:
a) a push for laws and practices
that protect existing swall hold~
ings, and push against laws and
practices that threaten to allow
small holdings to be eaten up by
profit-making development schemes.
By itself this is a narrow pop-
ulist position-it must therefore
be pursued together with and in
the context of b,c,and 4 beslow.

k) do the same for clusters of
small holdings, whether already
existing or which may wish to come
into existence, whoge purpese it
is to combine community-wide sharing
with the principle of personal and
hougehold autonomye.

¢} do the same for regional comuun-
ity land trusts whose purposes in-
clude striving for two kinds of
balances: the needs of land in bal-
ance with the needs of peoplei and
the needs of personal, household
and local autonomy in balance with
the need for regional level deci-
sion making and the weorking out

of a wider mutuality of interests.
dj do the same for public centrol.
or ownership of land which is suit-
able for public holding, and which
ig held and used ipn a manner con-




It wasx diescussed and got favorable
response from people at the Land
Conference., Pat McTeague, state
legislator from Brunswick, has in-
treduced it in Augusta, though he
does not expect it to pass this

(A RGToN

It makes sense fto rally round
this proposal; and 1t geems to me
we should be asking for a ten thou-
sand dollar exemption instead of
the five thousand Pat is cautiously
asking for at this tins, But it is
a batile we should jein and pusgh
for over the next few vears. Lit's
a holding action, but if passed it
would give us some protection for
a period of fTime in which to push
for something more durable. {see
point five below).

In conjunction with a homesgtead
exemption we should press for leg-
islation that would alseo give tax
gigtent with the principles of
self-reliance, enjoyment of life,
autonomy and mutuality and consis-—
tant with the spirit of a,b,andc
above. .
i, Homestead exemption. A short
term action which flows from, or
rather is consistent with, the
above guideline is to push. hard
during the next few years for a
gubstantial homestead tax exemp-
tion for Maine people who dwell
on their own property. This was
outlined in the last Advocate.
relief to tenants. This is not as
directly our interest,; but we need
their help and they need curs.

5. For the longer haul, we need to

"There'!'s no use assuming

push for legislation and adminis-
trative pracitice that will pre-
vent land that is put in community
land trusts from being taxed in
accordance with the fluctuations
and arbitrary standards of markeil
values. We need to bs able fo put
trust land in a special tax cate =
gorv. I goubi if we can somehow
wriggle into one now, though the
laws are wondrously porous and
presumably Yean be used by those
as kpnow what theyire about!, like
the lawyers for the great corpor=
ations. But even then we'd need
administrative follow through, and
a community land trust is a doubt-
ful creature to mogt administrators.
Not that we can't try. Bul the
paint is, this is going to be a
strugole and we need to engage with
it over the next several vears.

6., We need the Maine Land Advocate
as a valuable communication link
and asg an interpreter of our ex-

perience.

7. We need to maintain and improve

personal and democratic relations

in the three vehicles we have men-

aged to create during the past year:

Sam Ely, The Land Coalition, and

the Land Advecate.

B, We need to, and we can without

having te wait for anyone, strive

to translate into our consciousness

and the shape of our lives, at deep~

er and deeper levels, the values

of self-reliance, enjoyment of life

and land, autonomy, and mutuality.
This article has of course pointed

directly at Maine and our experi-

ence in Maine, However, I would

imagine that it has a meaning and

poggible application to people and

gsituations all over this country
and in Canada.

The next and final article in
this series on the Land Struggle
will deal with something I was
going te do for this time, but
out off becausge strategy and action
was timely and I needed to seize
the time., I'm going to explore =zome
of the principles of a "democratic
community'.

This is already an important
practical issue for many people in,
or asscociated with, Sam Ely, or
interested in doing something sim-
iliar. How do, or should, small
clugsters of peopls in communities
relate to each other? How would such
communities relate to Sam, supposing
they would join? Or, how well can
Sam within itself mediate the needs
of central leaderszhip and personal
autonomy”?

All I can try to do is provide
perspective on such questions; but
I believe it is essential to inten~-
gify these discussions because they
may help people overcome many fears
that stand in the way of action.
These fears seem to sift down into
two kinds basically: the fear of
bureaucracy and top down control
matched by the fear of anarchy,

drift, and Yindividualism",

by
John Rensenbrini

NOTE: This article is Land S5truge-
gle'IV. Last time the article en=-
titled "Coming to Terms with
Theory and Practice' was not en-
titled Land Struggle II1, but
ghould have been.

photo by zmm Smith

or hoping that somehow one can truly retreat or get away from it all....




rysts in the Depression

Tt 4y difficult for 1070t people
even to think about what we did with
itand and money in 1935, because things
are po s-it=e=a=d~§ N0We Ne large
wunches of people have lost their
shirts recently.

In 1935 it was different. The
Grest Depression had scared the wits
out of American businessmei. Their
faith in an undiluted private pro—
perty system had been viglently Jar-
red. Many were gegging the Federal
government te buv their mortgage
papeyr for 20¢ on the dollar. Yakima
County, Washington, apple land often
fad a mortgage of $1,300 per acre
and @ productive value of $600 per
acre, giving it a negative net value
of ~$900, causing theughtful people
to wonder about the bagic scundness
o their land and money gysiem.

T sntered that scens as a farm
management and credit specialist in
9y, Rex Tugwell's Regettlemant Ad~—
tgtration in 1936, at a atarting

of $1,900 a year...which was
s lot, since you could remt
. good modern bouse for $25 a montha

Ressevelt had moved into rural
America in 19353 with direct relief
arants, and scon OVer a million farm

Families were on reliel supports af
are kind or ancther. He followed in
1975 with the setting up af State
Bural Rehabilitation Corporations,
which received Federal money and

Sﬂaw small grants and loans to
abl i rma dvm Res

"1635-36, ﬁhmw% Rex Hcmimww to
Launch basic reforms and services
that might restore sgocial and bugi-
ness golvency in U.8. farming com-
munities,

It iz noteworthy that Rexford

Guy Tugwell was not a ruralist. He
wag a City manhe..a professor of
sconomics at Columbia University who
predicted the 1929 stock market
crash right on the nose in two celes
beated articles in the New Republic
Magazine., He thereby earmed the
task of teaching Franklin Rooseveltl
how to be President during the des-
perate walting period of 1931-32.
The magnitude of this job is indica-
ted by Walter Lipmamn's statement,
at that time, that "Franklin Roose-
veltis only real qualification is
that he wants to be President so
much. One measure of FDR's earlier
innocence is that he was able, when
campaigning for Vice Pregident in
1920, to make a spegch in Centralia,
Washington, praising the American
Legion leaders of that city for hang-
ing three L.W.W.'s from a near-=by
bridge. But he proved an apt pupily
and he showeg 20on after aslection
hig genius for sncouraging innova—
tive methods and programs in dealing
with massive national problems.
Tugwell conceived the Hhraenbeit?
mived community formats, and wanted
te head a major program to bulld
these acroas the counbry. 'Subsisr
tence homesteads! were 1o be come
ponents of well-planned new commun-
tties. However, Harold Ickes pre-
smpted these program fields, and
Tugwell had to settle for setting
up and rumming the Resettlement Ad-
Bpﬁpmdp ﬂhoﬁu a strictly rural a=
SolE s main goal was to fac-
ilitate ﬁwm movement of American
people from so-called "submarginal
areas' to fertile,; better-watered
places where viable farms could
support them. Making thousands of
Tyehabilitation loans' by the Hee
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settlement Administration wag only
the main, uninteresting job that
Rex Tugwell decided to do with hig
Left hand, while with his right one
he explored land and mwoney rela-
tionships.

As a planner and farming spec~
iniigt in our Western Regiom, 1
can give some insight inte what
went on during this gloriocus per—
iod of American travail.

We built fland trusts' right
and left.

The Colville Valley, Washington,
for example, had a puny, starvation-
type agriculture that qw@%ﬂﬁﬂﬁm
people knew should he returned

to forestry and range land uses. It
was conseguently declared a ''sub-
marginel land area’, and several hun-
dred farms in it were purchased by
the Federal government so the fam-
ilies living on them might {in fact
were forced tol move elsewhere. The
program resembled. in this respect,
the inmer city urban renewal processe
that are going on in wany large
cities today, where Blighted areas
are purchased and the families are
moved oui..-t0 God kpows whers.

Under Regettlement, however, we
had moderatley rasponsible gacial-
community awaren|ss. Lhe purchased
iands were sometimas put ot
fprnat? for the benefit and 3
lstration of previous owners and/or
s whele comaunity, But the more in-
teresting operstions happened at
the new sites of settlement, wheve
the more lucky of the displaced
families were provided with fertile
new farms.

The ex=-Coleville, Washington farm
families were served by the new re-

gettlement projecits in the Keootenal




aliey, Idaho, the Snohomish Valley,
Washington, and the Yamhill Valley,
Uregon. These were rich scil areas
as indicated by the fact that farm
land in them appraised a¥% the top
approved level of the Fedéral Land
Bark: $100 to $150 per acre.

In & typical situation, the Acqui-
sition Division of the Resettlement
Administration purchased farm lands
in thesge favored valley areas, and
put them into a "trust" for occu-
pancy apd use by the new setilers.

We, the planners, were encouraged
to utilize technical, financial and
social skills in devising the land
lease and temure patterng that would
e enploved to serve these families.
There was ne such thing as "max—
imum participation by the poor' in
such planning. We, the elite, did
it. Do not scorn us, we did fairly
well, and the poor won out finally,
as yvou will see,

Some Kev Premises
Here are some of the concepts
and premises that we managed to
seize from the moving streams of
thought of that time and incorpor-
ale into Federal land policies and
reg

gulations:

*Land ownership is an unnecese

luxury for low income farm fa-
Security of tenure can

be provided without it. The

prl

annual cost difference, as a burden

onn the family, Lz 1.23% of the vaw

iue of the property when the prime
i Lorate i 3% and the payment
period is 40 vears, With farms
the at $14,000, this a-
mounted to $186.20 a vear,. that
cetld be much better used feo ime
prove family olothing, educat Lon,
Nealth care rather than for the
trip of farm ownership.

*Land ownership is a hazard

tard-pressed farm and rural fa-
@&, Once ownership has passed
into the hands of the farmer, he
{neither experienced nor slkilled
in realty and financing matters)
may mortgage and lose it, or use
as the basis for getiing finan-
that addg, for years, an onere
wus burden on the familv., It is
better, therefeore, to predicate
aoonpancy on good leasehold umﬁmml
ments, with the community keeping
in trust.

*Land ownership impoges hard-

the transfer of properties
from aging owners to the young fare
mers who should succeed them. Az
farm units and operations increase
in size, and the inevitable infla-
tior attending socialweconomic
grovth occurs, this problem ine
creages. (Todav it stands ag a
$100,000 barrier-challenge to a
vouny family, age 22, wishing to
enter farming as a vooation..e.and
gualified, except for possession
of the necessary equity funds and
borrowing capacitv.) When a sound
community land trust is in opera-
tion, this problem becomes easier
v selve. The young couple can
lease the land, and be provided
with security of cccupancy as long
ag they manage well. ThHeir lease
can even provide for a full pay-
ment £o them for the value of im-
provements, if they decide to
leave.

*Land ownership enables fa-
milies to gratify whims and im-
milses that serve only poorly their
own welfare and that of the whole

community, It sncourages, for ex-
ample, expensive scattered locations
of homesteads in areas of diffiecult
water supplies, when agrouped regi-
dents can be served hy gooed deep
wells, or neighborhood water FY EH-
tems. And, by the same token, 1t
may hinder the development of good
school services.

sSome Wavs Thege Premiszes Were Ex-

pressed

The following will show the
range of thought and study we uti-
lized in this land program.

The Yamhill Farms Project

This was a scattered unit pro-
ject, in which land was acquired
and resettled in three adjacent
counties to accommodate about 120
farm families, About 12,000 acres
were involved, The land was pur-
chased from estates, elderly farm
mers and absentee owners, never
from geing concern owner-cperators.
Larger properties that could be
subdivided were preferred. We
then devised and used three differ-
ent land tenure and financing pat-
terns?

*A Full Land Trust Svstom.
The Federal government, in this
case,; acquired the property, con-
structed the improvements, and

leased the individual units to the
families on long term lease agree=
ments. The government intended,
then, to transfer its ownership to
a properly established whole com-
munity co-operative for fong term
administration., As steps toward
this objective were being taken in
about 1938-39, local attacks on the
project as being "communistic! ene
abled conservative members of Copme
gress to compel the Rezettlement
Administration (via its SUCCessoY,
the Farm Security Administration)
to modify its land trusgt Programs,
Only two dogen units were ever
placed under this kind of a land
trust pattern, and they were even-
tually sold by the govermment to
the individual settlers, obliter-
ating a truly fine land tenure de~
velopment.

It is netewarthy, concerning
this particular land trust pattern,
that the Federal government came to
peace with local taxing bodies con-
cerning payments in lieu of taxes,
it was a straight business negotia-
tion, in which the effects on the
county and atate tax base and upon
needs for public services were meg-

{con't on page 8)




How do vou feel about Maine?
Everybody who lives in Maine has
opinions and attitudes about how
the land should be uged and by
whome.  The Maine Public Broadcast-
ing Network (MPBN) is looking for
your feelings and ideas about land
e,

MPBN is producing an environ-
mental, viewer-active television
series this year which wilil focus
on the topic of land ise, not by
means of a film documentary or
report, but by directly invelving
the people who live in Maine.

Gravee Papps, the new envir-
omental seriests proiect Q%H@OﬁOHu
sald this week: "Welype enthusiastic
about the timeliness of this seriag,
in view of the importance of land
use in Maine todayh,

Hhe said that the topic of land
use for the new series was chosen
because it holdg many possibilities
for a television geries involving
the asudience.

"The process of deciding how
land is used iz a dynamic one,
invelving the interaction of many
yrivate and public agencies, It'sg

K:Co Irving, a name familiar
to Marvitimers, is the richest man
in Canada, worth over $600 million
dollars. He owns 10% of the land
in New Brunswick and employs only
one out of twelve New Brunswickers,
Irving's holdings included oil,
.2teamship companies tankers,real

: g i fanglrghy
i1y newspapers in New Brunswicl,
televisgion stations, etc. eotc. Ip-
ving is alsc one of the large land
holders in the &tate of Maine,

Hecently K.C. Irving left Ca-
nada to go to the West Indies,thus
@@caping some of his tax obligam
tiong. If he died, it is estimated
that the death dirties owed would
be mors than the fotal annual bude
get of New Brunswick, He is a na-
tivae New Brunswicker, who worked
his way to the top. J.E. Bellivean
stated in an article ip Maclean's
magazine that "his is the story of
a well-meaning man drown S0 powelw
ful that he could not distinguish
between the public interest and his

sured. HNew child populations and
school needs were projected and
contributions arranged for road and
other services. Since the counties
were nearly insolvent at the time,
this strengthening of the tax base
wag welcomed,

*Lease & Purchase Contracts.
The Federal government, in thig
case, acoquired the property, subdi-
vided it inte farms, constructed
the improvements and then leased
the individual units to farm fami-
lies. Contracts included an op-
tion to purchase at a time when it
was expected that the family was
readjusted and able to undertake
ownership. These contracts Provi-
ded for a re-appraisal of the farms
Prior to their sale to occupants,
in ovder to assure that the family
wag not saddled with too big a
debi. The Fedaral govermment abe

_perfect for a viewer-involved project

in | The gnwmwmgom

American Experience with Land Trusts

such as this one', Mg, Papps added,

The new series will consist of
five, bour-long programs to air thisg
fall throughout the ztate, on MPBNtg
three TV channels and on WCBB in
Augusta. Mg. Papps and Bton Churchill,
who is scripting the series, are
researching and planning this spring.
& statewide survey they are conducting
will provide input on the land use
topic. Actual film and studio produc-
tion will begin thisz SUMNS T,

Mg, Papps is formerly
affliliated with public television
gtation WGBH-TV in Boston, and
with WMIW-TV in Poland Springs,
Maine., She holds an M.A. from
Boston University's School of
Public Comminications,

Mr. Churchill, a Camden,

Maine, native, has experience in
theatre and teaching, with an
MeFobo from Tulane University,
He has done extensive research
in the area of viewer-active
television.

The new envirommental series
will involve viewers in decision-
making about land use in Maine,
by asking them to determine how
land will be used in a similated,

K. C: lrving

sorbed the difference, thereby sube
sidizing the settlement Program,
The sale contracts were for a term
of &0 years, at 3% interest.

*A Straight Sale and Loan Syg-

tenm.

The government, in this case,
bought and sub-divideg the proper-
ties, and then sold the unimproved
land units to the familieg. Loans
were given for improvements(houses,
barns, wells, etc.). Thus, the fa=
mily ended up with a long term land
purchase contract as well as a 40
year improvement loan, at 3%. (It is
of interest, as a commentary on the
times, that the full get of farm im-
brovements was constructed with a
loan of $4,200. ., .for a modern
house, barn and water system.)

I had the task, as farm manage-
ment and credit specialist, to ex-
Plain these land and money arrange-

but realistic situation. This
televised "simulation game' will
invelve the audience in action

aml will depend on their weekly
votes for the progress of the series,

After Participating in the TV
gatie, viewers will hopefully gain
insight into the complaxity and
implications of how Maine's lands
are used,

Ms. Papps and Churchill want
to know, now, while they're plan-
ning, how people feel about theirp
state. If you've opinions about
taxes, zoning,or any aspect of how
Maine's land is being used, write
the environmental project starf
at MPBN in Orono.

The new five-program series
will be designed for the genaral
viewing audience inm the evening,
and for uge in school systems
throughout the state,

The simulation, environmental
series is being produced under
MPBN's Educational Services Divigion
with grants from the U.5. Office of
Education, through the Environmental
Education Act, and from the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency.

. What does it mean when this
happens to a poor Place like the
Maritimes (the most poverty astrick-
en area of Canada)? It means that
the people and the land are vulner-
able. The MacLean article ohserved
that "governments in New Brunswick
are still highly sensitive to the
concentration of money, influence
and power in the province, Not ne-
cessarily subservient +e it but g
ware of it, in a different way Ffrom
the government of large province
which has the ability o take on any
ong block of power in its jurisdiec-
tion and overwhelm
It is mwoﬁwnﬁwmimﬁm%wwwwﬁ the
Maritimes are the home of progres-
sive co-operative efforts such as
that of the Antigonish Movemwent.The
time ig right for the peoplie in the
Maritimes to band together in the
spirit of co-operative action e
set up regional land trusts, This
could be another way in which the
people could "speak truth to power!, |

Fae it
iU s

Con't from page 1

ments to the families, This educa-
tional phase was handled in both
home vigits and group meetings, We
believed in the land trust pattern,
and so did many of the families
when they fiprst came to the proper-
ties. The educational force was
not sustained, however, and this
whole project eventually reverted
to conventional farm ownership with
its gambling incentives and fre-
quent family disasters, Then,Worid
War II bailed out the whole Project,
taking the government off of the
hook. Many Yamhill farmers sold
out for a brofit; others stayed and
bought out their neighbors, . ,the
age-old cannibaliem in action,

[to be continued]
(This article was written by Lee
Fryer, President, Food and Earth
Services, Inc., Washington,D.C. and
published by the International :
Independence institute,Ashby, Mags.)
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in 1652 Massachusetts Hay Co-
lony drew up an ordinance stating
that if a settler lived on a2 mes-
piece of land for five years
ably he could acquive deed and
te that land fee simple; that
%y he would own everything on it.
kirmishes with Indisns Aiq not
cast doubt on acceptance of this
ordinance. In 1692 thig ordinance
bacame a gtatuts drawn and acted
upon by the Massachusettg General
Court. By this legal understand-
ing of land, Indians were not copne
gidered lang owners. Therefore no
one could buy land from the Indians
unless the province or colony had
lews permitting it. Ne guech laws
appeared to exist in Maine.

Indians saw the land as SomGe-
thing evervone could use, This
use did pot imply ownership, but
waE more communal by practice, In
1788 Ponobscot chief Joseph Orono
came before a Tepresentative of
the Massachusetts General Court
stating: "Brothers, we are all mens
we dontt talk of hurting ong ano-
ther. We live here to serve God,
we all live here together, , . .We
don't mean to take any lands from
YousseThe Almighty placed us on
this land and it belongs to all of
L

e

e i

When dealing with Indians the
British and later the newly inde-
pendent Americans saw the Indians
a% 4 power to deal with when ac-~
quiring land., They did not view
-Indians as owners of land, but as
& group te be pushed off desired
land under the assumption that they
would move away Peacefully., There-
fore the whiteman resorted to ne-
gotiation, diplomacy, intermarriage,
propaganda, threats, war and di-
sease when confronting the Indians,
Their primary objective wag land
and the legal control of that land.

The story of the acguisition
of Margh Island begins in 1786; arf-
ter the Revelutionary War {the Pe-
nobzeots sided with the Colonists)
it was found that the Indian claim
to the tract from the Head of the
Tide toward the begirnning of the
river and six wmiles on either gide
was an obgtacle to the settlement
of the country, The white encreached
apon it, and some ill~feeling was
likely unless the Indian title
could be extinguished; therefore
the Magsachusetts government come
menced negotiations in order to g
lease it. The PFenobscot Valley
was choice land for gpeculation and
the Indians threatened this.

I 1786 three men were ap=
pointed commissioners +o deal with
the Fencbscots, They were Benja=
min Lincoln, Thomas Rice, and Ru-
fus Putnam. Robert Treat and John
Marsh acted as liasons between the
comnigsioners and the Tribe, By
this time Marsh had already settled
on the Island which was to bear hig
name.  His homestead was near the
Webster Park area of present day
Orono.

By the Treaty the Indians
would relinguish all claims and ine
terests to all lands on the west
side ‘of the Pencbscot being about
forty three miles and on the east
side from the Head of the Tide to
the River me&mSOﬁxzwﬁooww being
about eighty-five miles and reserv-
ing only te themselves the igland
on which 0ld Town stands, and the
islands between 0O1d Town and Passa-
dumkeag. In return the Indians
received a 'present' of 350 blan-
kets, 200 pounds of gunpowder with
a proportion of flints and locks.

However, the Treaty was never
ratified. Two vears later Reverend
Daniel Little was sant with the
"presents' +o complete the deal and
obtain the marks of the Indiang. A
meeting waz held on Indian Islang
and the Indians balked in coming to
Londuskeag (Bangor), The Pangh
so0ts were represented by four
chiefs: Orone, Orgong, Neptune, and
Neptonbovett, The tribe announced
that thev could not follow through
with the treat and forfeit such
lands. Orono repeated the things

e said hefore and added thatGen~
eral Warren (who had presided over
the ceremony when the Penobscotsy
agreed to side with the colonists
against the British) said no othe
er person should interfers and take

away our land, but that we should

have them. Neow why should we not
hold the bounds as the Almightly

God gave them to us, The Geneyral

Court fixed the bounds at the Head

of the Tide up to the Head of the

River., The English will come an

us from before and you from the

otherside, so that we will have

little lef:, Concerning our sel-
ling the land, we never sold any

to our xnowledge, and never will

while we live,"

Rev. Little replied, M4
momagmxmwmw General Lincoln teld

you in Governer woiwmwpwm.mmww in

& former war against us, yvou lost
all your lands in thig part of the
country.’ The Indians steadfastiy
held to their position reminding
the minister that he should stick
to matters of reiigion,

"By the Treaty of 1786 the
government supposed the tribe had
nothing remaining, but the islands
in the river, Whereas the Indians
insisted that the territory from
the Head of the Tide, six miles on
either gide and upward indefinitely
was theirs, and they were determined
not to relinguish., John Marsh
seems to have had no part in this
claim and hig role was golely that
of liason bhetween government offie-
cials and the Penobscotsg,

John Marsh seems to have come
to the area in 1774 and hag settled
on Marsh Island where the 5tilie
water and Penobscot Rivers Joined,
He made friends with the Penobh~
scots who were willing fto give him
a lot on the island, When the deed
went to the General Court of Masaa—
chusetts it was looked upon as a
grant of the whole island. The
State approved of this grant. The
Indians felt that the land was still
theirs hecause the Ireaty of 1786
wag never ratified., The Indiang
could not read and so it wag eagy
te lie to them. Marsh was supposed
to be someons to be trusted, It is
€asy to see why they grew angry

when they discovered their loss.

The General Court in Masga~
chusetts saw this as a way to bring
about the same result ag was ate
tempted by the Treaty or 1786, They
wished to establish a precedent so
ag to eventually wrest all of the
Penobscot Valley from the Indians.
To the Indiang the transfer of sz
small pisce of Amusuchwaugon
(Marsh Island) was a gift to a
friend., To Marsh the acguisition
was the total island deeded fo hig
nams .

Written by John Green
to be continued]




Dear Friends,

It seems a long time ago that
I attended the first organizational
meeting of the Maine Land Trust. I
am very happy to see the progress
and fortitude that has been shown,.
I wisn I could contribute more to
the group, but my unsuccessful po-
Litical campaign has left me very
much in the hole. Plus the Yen-
vironmental' legisliation that is
being enforced hag hurt my small
real estalte business, while al-
lowing the "big bovs™ to do busiw
ness as usual.

I will certainly attend the
conference this week, and hope
that L can be of more use to the
group in the fuiure,

& faw comments on the vari-
oug articles. Tax reform;l had
spoken cut in faver of Homestead
exemnption over 3 years ago, and
i@ believe it to be a basis for a
more equitable property tax sysg-
tem. 1 am opposed teo eliminating
the property tax as a prime source
of revenue because MOST of the
property taxes in Maine are paid
for by out=of-state owners who
would net be liable for personal
ar corporate income taxes,

Various articles have from
time to time espoused the cause
of having large amounts of Maine's
undeveloped property left "forwe
gver wild" and free of all devel-
opment, The idea of furning most
of Maine intoe one giant park is
quite understandable from the
poeint of view of Maine residents
wha object to the hordes of out-of
gtatere buving Maine land for rew
creational homes or for investment.
But, who will the users of thi=s
ideal Malnepark be? Certainlvy not
the people of Maine, who are lucky
if they have a job in Maine, much
less being able to take off large
amounts of time for backpacking,
wilderness camping, etc. Some few
in the teaching or professional
fislds in Maine will have the time
and the financial resourceg to do
this, but mosgt will be tourists
from awav, The residents in Maine

will in effect be subsidizing the
vaery people they wish to prevent

from buving the land, by allowing
them free use of it at Maine tax-
payvers and economic opporitunities
gxnenge !

Just go to Baxter State Park
in the summer and see the overw
whe mount of non~-Maine 1i-
sl There are zmolutions
clopment, there are wavs

to over
of insuring that the poorer people
of Maine, both 10th generation and
newecomers can share the beauty of
Maine's land, and there are wave

of cleaning up Maine and assuring
agalnst pollution and overcrowd-

ing. These wavs are NOT being
considered. In fact, the current
LURC reguiations, together with
the "1 parcel act’ havs almegt
guaraz that thosze of modest
TeROUrG are forced off the land
they own, and those who wish fo buy
are uanable to. :

Let's take a few typical ey~
amples from my own personal real

egtate brokerage pages. Up to a ‘
vear age I could sell for a rela-
tively low cost a 20-50 acre par-
cel of land to a young couple from
Maine or away, with a low down pay-
ment amd reasonable terms. The
costs were(l) Original cost of
land, 300~500 acres usually:{(2)Le-
gal costs of clearing title, etc.
{3) Survey costs of subdividing
the land into 10~15 parcels;(L)ad-
vertising and sales costs: (5)mort-
gage interest on original acquisi-
tion. From the time of acquisition
of the property to the time it was
available for sale would be 2-~3
months maximum, If the property
50ld at a.low enough price it would
be =old within another 2«3 months,
the incoms from the mortgages re-
ceived from the sales would pay for
the expenses and over a period of
1-2 vears provide a profit, NOW
the same situation in todays mar=
ket and under the current laws:ADD
s0il engineers plus 10%,add extra
legal espenses plus 10%, add 6-8
months (if you're lucky),plus 5%
on interest and 10% on cost of fi-
nancing expenses. The same 2030
acre tract thus would cost at
least 35% more today, without even
considering the normal increase in
land prices and the increase in le-
gal and SUrvey expenses. In addi-
tion to the burden of the % parcel
act, as explained above, LURC has
effectively put the zgueeze on
available land in the incorporated
townships. By taking off the mar-
ket all of the land in the unincor-
porated townships with evasive, in=
comprehensible and incongistant
regulations, LURC has succeeded on=
ly in increasing the pressure and
raising the cost of land in the
rest of Maine,

Certainly if you wish to buy
a $50,000 condominium, or vacation
it & ski area at a plush hotel or
metel you can. But, for the aver-
age person who wants a plece of
land to call their own, in Maine
the time iz past. For the real
egtate brokers and developers that
the chairperson of LURC zpeaks so
harshly about, they cannct compete
with the large paper company devel-
opers, the giant conglomerate out-—
of=-gtale corporate owners and the
heavily {and sometimes mygtericusiv)
financed outeof-ghtate private in-
vestors. The newgpapers and media
that deal so harshly with the legi~
timate MAINE real estate brokers
and developers, who have their own
homes and familieg in Maine, and
who pay personal income taxes and
fales tax in Maine, these same me-
dia faill to raise an evebrow o the
real manipulators and profitisers,
When an oute-of-state developer
comes into Maine and uses extensive
resources to develop 20-30 acre par-
cels for sale to people of moderante
income, then I will retract my opi-
nion. I den't think there is much
rigk of that!

With still some faith for the
future, I remain

Sincerely,

Marcia Penick

Bangor, Maine

Editor, Maine Advoeate

Dear Friends:

The other day a student from
the University of Maine stopped by
the house with a good idea. He
wanted to know about the Land Trust
and then related some of the prob-
lems students at the University
have in housing and landlerd ex-
ploitation. As an engineering
student he was interested in bujilde-
ing domes. We rapped for awhile
about these thing and then came up
with the idea that Sam Ely might
try to help students by acquiring
a piece of land in the area where
they could build dome housing for
themselves. This would eliminate
landlord expolitation as well as
provide students with the indepen-
dence they desire in building and
maintaining their own housing.

If you are interested in fol-
lowing this up, vou might contact
Maurice Bean, 14-619 College Road,
01d Town, Maine OkL6H,

Keep smiling,
Obadiah

Te the Maine Advocate:

I would like to express my
view of the political sconomic sys-
tem of Maine and how the Land Trust
iz an alternative and answer to
these views. I see that, politi-
cally, land is the real issue.lt
involves alot of people in their
relation to land and to other peom
ple, although land peolicies is in
the hands of the few.

In our legal system, Maine
representatives are for the most
part Heal Zgtate people, or have
contact with real estate.This small
group of people are educated in
politics and sconomics and know
hew to manipulate land for money.
The real estate people have long
realized the real value of land,not
because of its beauty but because
of its power and wealth. They rea-

lized this at an early stage, mak-

ing it possible to set up a svstem
that makes land valuable and availe
able only teo them {and they are
trying to get it ali). Thev have
algo realized the value of devel-
opment ;especially nsar big cities.
Ihey see the need for a place in
rural areas for those within the

{con't on page 11)




LeMars con't,

city because of the need for pri-
vacy and luxury(and luxury it is).
Land is a real valuable commodity

in the sense that it can be mani-
puizted to please those who have the
money to spend. Real Estate people
alszo Know that out-of-staters need

a place of rest for a few weeks,and
they see real money in landespecula-
tion for out-of-gtaters,

Here is where the next branch
ol real estate people come involved:
the developer corporation. Corpora-
tions have a political interest in
land also; they rape the land, re-
placing nature with developments
and malls, all for the luxury of
a few. Land is not a political
entity alone, but is a spiritual
entity also, and this is what the
real estate peocple are blind to.

1 mee the Land Trust plaving
an important role in Maine. Now that
land is a lumury it ig going to
carry luxury prices, which we all
know are only for the few. As the
Land Trust aquires land, it will
bacome possible for low=income peo-
ple who may never have a chance
ctherwise, to move on the land.

Right mow the Land Trust ig
a minority group, but it doesn't
have te be this way. By raising
sur land-consciousness thig minori-
ty land movement will grow to a ma-
Jority land movement, ending the
disrespect apd unjust treatment
that is given to land and people a-
tike. 1711 see you there with the
Land.

Peace,
Ken Hall, Homesteader

ADVOCATE STAFF

Sandy Lucas T.d. Simpson

luly Chamberland Ralph Greene
Susan Lundquist

Willie Willette

Kay Lucas
Randy Curtis

HBruce Carlisle Dave Whalen

Tue te our firnancial situation this zwpww
he the last Advocate you will receive un-j

less vou have suberibed. Let us hear
from vou.

Recently the Sam Elv Communie-
ty Land Truszt sponsored a dance in
an effort to raise fundsg. Here is
a brief chronology of events lead-
ing to the success of our venture.

The players in the group Ho-
kum are close friends wiih some of
the Bangor land tiust people and
agreed to play for fres, We
checked into prices for a dance
hall and chose the DBrewer Auditor—
ium, cesting $150 including the
hiring of police and firepeople
{Brewer city ordinancel. A con-
tract was signed and refreshments
ordered on a discount bhasis,.

The main problem was publici=-
tvy as another dance was scheduled
two nights before-ours at the same
lecation. We approached the radid
stations, but as the other dance
had pald for publicity, they were
unable to help us until the first
dance had gone by. The last few
days before our dance the radic
stations same through with such
quips as "Come and rock and roll
for a good cause' etc. We also
printed up a thousand leaflets for
$1.20 and distributed them on the
gtreets.

Friends,

New Address
(We've Moved)

Friends,

The Advocate now has an office in
Bangor, located at 44 Central Street.
Our new mailing address is:

MAINE LAND ADVQOCATE

44 Central Street

Box 7

Bangor, Maine 0&401
Our phone number is 947-426%5,

uring the coming summer months,
we will be publishing once a month., We
need help with distribution, lay-out,
and especially articlés. Send in vour
comments, opinions, and articles.The
deadline for articles ig the tenth of
each month. Ve walcome suggestions,

The Advocate Staff

The effice for the Sam Ely Com-
munity Land Trust is still located at
136 Main Street, Brunswick. Mailing
address is: P.0. Box 116

Brunswick, Maine 04011
telephone: 7257047

Then came the night, April
20, and I don't mind admitting
feeling a bit apprehensive about
the gize of the crowd. But all mv
fears went rocking away when we
came out of the dance with a pro-
fit of nearly $200 for Sam and
friends, And for all the people
who made it a success, a rousing
cheer from Sam,

Lwritten by Rick Patterson]

In order to cover publishing and malling costs, the Advocate has to go
on a subscription basis, Subscription rate for a year will be $3.00,
which covers only those two basic costs.

If you would like to keep veceiving the Advocate, pleaze fill in and
send the coupon below to the Maine Land Advecate, 44 Central Street,
Box 7, Bangor, Maine 04401, If you cannot afford a subscription at
this time, please indicate on the coupon. Arrvangements can be made.
(Also, if you've run into any problems with your subscription, please

drop us a line.)

Enclosed iz a $3.00 subscriptichn.

Encloged is . as a
further contribution.

u%pm.vﬂdﬁmcnogb

THEYWED &

v Fol The

{
SN MUATTS

SONE WY TOTARY

ShMS Reotre. CAME TS QIGh) mwor@ o
g FREebom A CONDITIoN WAS SET

/ﬂﬁ?ﬁ TR LoD RE SETIEEE
ﬂujﬂ@ W CEFT S Mooth SHoT

//ﬂ#ﬁv

\@?3 PULANED 1T }J
o oo SEVELRL

VERRS,
FERADES D COWSTT™




Bagley Scga:

In our last issue we reprinted
a letter from Clarence V. Bagley to
Governor Curtis. In that letter,he
itemized his propertv tax increases
and the financial problems that he

has due to thege increases. Mr.Bag-

He process is going on. A
ee of Land Trust members,
vtive homesteaders and tech-
people are working out the de-
ils of a leasehold agreement.
Through Rob's concern, the Trugt
‘has taken a gilant steps; it has sur-
prised us that Sam Ely could learn
“to walk mo easilyl
The other day I drove out to
Rob!'s farm. 1 learned of other
young people homesteading in the
ares. Sam Ely needs to get in and
around them; talking with them, get=
ting ideas, sharing resources. I
talked with Rob's neighbors, Allen
and Candy Soll while there, Allen
summed it up well when he said,'"Rob
hazs a great gpirit, a great vitali-
t¥": 1 know this i® true. He not
only gave us a gift of land but he
gave Sam Bly spirit and vitality,
At the 1ast Trustees' meeting John
Rensepbrink asked: '"How do vou say
thamks?" Them's my feelings, too.
Rob Wilson passed away at the
end of April, but the Life Center
that was his gift will go on as a
iiving memory.

I am a thousand winds that blow,

I am the diamond glints on snow.

I am the sunlight on ripened grain,

I am the gentle autumn rain.

When vou awake in the morning'!s hush,
I am the swift upflinging rush

of wuiet birds in circling flight.

I am the soft star-shine at might.

Po not stand mt my grave and Crys...
I am not there. I did not die.

Author Unknown

fwritten by Obadiah]
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lev's problems are the same ag hun-
dreds of people throughout Maine.
Governor Curtis has publicly
answered Mr, Bagley's letter.In the
governor's letter to Mr. Baglev he
gtated,"I am truly sorrv that aside
from some limited relief that may
be possible at the local level.sse
there seems to be nothing we can do
at the present time to help vou.!
He then alluded to the fact that
what Maine needs is major tax re-
form which would reduce Mr. Bagley's

Nader Report

The final Nader Report on the
Maine pulp and paper industry was
released in Augusta, May 17, by its
author, Willie Osborn, an attorney
and voting resident of Richmond,Me.
The 1350 page repori, done under the
auspices of Ralph Nader's Center
for the Study of Responsive Law in
Washington D.C., will supplement
the first report: Timber Taxstion
in a Company State, which appeared
in 1971

The report contains several
chapters, each examining a differ-
ent aspect of the impact, power and
influence the paper industry has on
“the state. It documents the rela-
tively peoor track record of the pa=-
per companies in air  and water
clean-upy the exploitation of Maine
woodecutters and their frustrated
efforts ie organize; the industryv's
control over state agencies and
legislators; and the forest manage-
ment practices of various compan-—
ies and the state forestry depart-
ment ,

Osborn makes 40 recommenda-
tions for action {many of them
legislative in nature) to attempt
to redirect and limit the power
and control of the paper companies.
We see this report as impor-
tant reading for anyone wanting the
control of Maine's most important

Need More Than Sympathy

tax by 31% but this is meeting op~
position from the Republicans while
the general public ig remaining aw-
pathetic to the problem.

We need more than polite let-
ters from the gavernor: wa need
more than ingipent investigations
by bureaucrats. Maine is losing
its land and its soul. Large cor=
porations and absentee land hold-
ers have been given a free ride on
the back of Maine citizens long e-
nough. Let's have a legislature
who will work for Maine people and
Maine land. Now is the time +to
build a grass roots movement:tak-
ing control of the government and
charting our own destinies.,

[by Obadiah & Merideth]

resource in the hands of Maine peo=-
ple and out of the hands of the
giant, multinational absentee paper
companies. .

The Advocate will present an
in~depth report and analysis of
Willie Osborn's report in the next
issue,
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