On February 3, 1973, the Sam Ely
Gommunity Land Trust bepins its first
statewide Pund campaign in an effort
to reise at lesst $25,000 which
support the organizaticn for =
or omore,
TRAINING SES3ION FEB, 3
training session for fund

ers ant support people will be

4
b

in Orono on Februsry third, in
Maine Christisn Association Buil
starting at ten o'clock., The ell
seggion will be run by Professor
Young, mansgement consultant and
win aconemiat, chalrmen of the . fech-
nieel advigory panel of the Sam Elv
Community Land Trust, and chairman
af The Forum for Contemporary Thought.
Frofessor Young outlined kev orgens
lzational concepts of the fund raisg-
ing campaign at the January 13 Board
meeting of the Trust. The training
sesgion will follow up on that meetw
Ing and will go into specific detsil
on the followings msierials to be
used in the campaign: the hasic
approach to be used by fund raisers:
the fund ralging organization to
ve sel up for esch of Maine's sixe~
tesn counties and at the state level
the break=-down of targets by county,
town end individusl fund raiser;
and the daily and weekly reporting
and followeup gystem that will knit
the campaign together into a strong
and highly charged effort,

LEE YOUNG HITS HOME
"Organizations such as thig,” obe
served Mr. Young at the January 13

Jan. 29, 1972
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"WE INTEND TO SURVIVE-AND SUCCEED. BUT IN ORDER TO
DG THAT WE HAVE TO CLEAR UP OUR PRACTICAL PRIORITIES,
IT MEANS WE HAVE TO RECOGNIZE THE NEED TO PUT OUR
ORGANTIZATION ON A SOUND FINANCIAL FOOTING=mAND WE
HAVE TO FIND THE WILL TO DO IT.* Lee Toung




Trust History

(Editors Note) For some of you this
mey be the first that you heve heard
about the "Sam Ely Community Land
Trust®, The following is a brief sum-
mary of how the Trust got started,
what 1% ls involved in, and the goals
the Trust hopes to achieves,

lagt spring at the Maine Coopere-
tive Lonference, Bob Swann of the In-
ternstionel Independence Instituls
led & workshop of sbout 300 people
on the topic of Land Trusts. The
group, enthused by Swann's speech,
formed an ad hoc committee in an ef-
fort to form a Meins Community Land

Truat, These people met monthly through

cut the summer and fall, educating
themselves and others sbout the Land
Trust ides and the nead for a "land
advocary" effort,

A plsnning commitiee was formed
from the parent group to organize a
founding convention.

(Editors note: It was also decided

| by the plarming committee that e

| newspeper was badly needed in this
State to desl with just lend issues,

meeting,"are long on brotherly love
and short on money. We have to show
the world and curselves thatl we can
have both - and if in the process of
shaping ourselves up we expend a lit-
tle of that surplus of brotherly love
thatfs floating around, well thatis
alright too.” Young slso vointed out
that numercus organizations "such ae
this" start up every year - but that
over 98% do not survive the first
year.

e intend to survive = and suc-
ceed™, he went on. "But in order to
do that we have to clear up our
preciical pricrities = it means we
have to recognize the need to put
our organization on a sound finan-
eial footing - and we have to find
the will to do it.®
"Now it would be & relatively sim-

Funding |

he Land

ple matter" he continued, "to work
really hard on & few wealthy people
to come up with.the $25,000. But that
doesn’t build an organization. We
nead to extend snd deepen the grass
roots = and the participstion and
comritment that gees with it. Only
1s we do thet effectively will ths
Sam Ely Lend Trust be in & position
to follow through on its goels: to
gegquire land and ‘Yo act ss & relisble
Trust in relstion to that land and
the psople whoe will use ft.7

"Our lack of money," he concludad,
"im a tough hurdie that we must lace
now, Thisz campalgn is a good way
to discover if The Sam Ely Land Trust
has the will and commitment snd po-
tential for participation that will
carry it over the even grester hure
dleg that are to come.”

rust

this is a "Oress Roots® campaign == that is, we
want to spread the word about the Lend Trust concept
and secure operating funds while hopefully broadening

our membership bsse, "Grass Roots" to us at least,
means somewhat of the following:
-1,000 contributors @ 325,00 each, or
2,000 contributors @ $12.50 each, or
»2,500 contributors @ §10.00 each, or
=5,000 contributors @ § 5.00 each, or
-25,000 contributors @ $1,00 each, or
any combination thersof. :
This method, more arduous and time~consuming to
be sure is in preference to approaching foundations
or governmental units for funds. It will be a "peoples”
campaign from start to finish and while fund raisers
-will iapproach wealthy dndividuals-and businesses- it
will be to secure nominal donations rather than
seeking the full smount required to run the organize
ation,
Certificates of appreciation will be issued {rom
the Sam Ely Community Land Trust Board of Directoers
to all individuals, agencies, and firms who contribute
$25,00 or more to the organization, While the idesl
situstion would be thet &ll contributors take an
active role in Land Trust sctivities we realize that
many are much too busy to do so, thus the certificates
of apprecistion indicate our thanks for their support.
Based on securing 325,000 from the fund-raising
affort the tentastive budget is as follows:

2 A few people then took on that task,
| hence this paper was estabilished.)
it was at that founding convention
whieh weg held Wovember 4th in Fast
Vassalbore, that the Trust came In-
to being, It was incorporated as the
nSam Bly Community Lend Trust', and
s board of trustees were chosen, { Sam
Ely wes a strong land advocatle in the
17004 &)
© Since the founding conventlion the
s steas b b8

orders, ©

‘chairman, G rdergy: runs—
wick, and 8 secretary, Rick Patter-
son of Bangor, were elected.

=Ain Augusta attorney, Seward Brewster
is working out details on tax—ex-
empt status,

i committee to study the purchasing
of land wag set up.

=lsrgely due to the efforts of John
FNewton, a Trust member, a coalition
of groups concerned with land reform

wag established to make the land rew
form efforts in the State more effece
tive,
- gmall groups are being formed in
different mreas around the State to
discuss and define more clearly the
consapt of Land Trusts.

The gosls of the Land Trust are

S5AM ELY COMMUNITY LAND TRYUST
BUDGET FOR CPERATIONS
FEBRUARY 1973 - JANUARY 1974

et . Advertising 300
Bf LOLLOWES e

1. To soguire snd liberate Maine land wwwmwwwmmmwwnm wwwwm
from traditionsl conceptions of pri- Legel, audit and consultant fees 500

vate property;

_ . ; Printing and copying 1,200
2. To held such land in perpetuity . #
not ag public or private wHWﬁmw&% but Suprlies, postal fees, malling 1,000
in trusteeship; Telephone (3 office location) 1,500
3, To encourage that the land be used Saleries 16,040
with practices consistant with en= Rent (Office space 3 locations in State

vironment and ecologicel principles Bangor, Brunswick, Presque Isle) 2,400

Rental of meeting halls, etec. 300
Rental (office machines and other equipment) - 950
Travel, lodging, food costs 2,000
#Production of newspaper (Maine Land Advocate)

and whenever possible to help provide
resources necessary in the care and
ugage of the land,

Le Lo support efforts for land reform

everywhers, WMMWMMwmm postage and meiling of 3,000 3,500
At present, the Land Trust is a-

bout te embark on a major fund=raise wnammwwmwmﬁmﬂwmw Momdwsﬁwoawom te) ) mmo

ing campaign, Their goal is set at 0SU o lund raising \esi. costs 2, 500

$25,000, This amount , according to

Lee Young, a Bowdoin College Econ~ TOTAL OPERATING COSTS $28,000

omics professor working with the

#hts
Trust, is what is needed to effec= Anticipated Income from newspaper

tively run the lLand Trust for the (est, 1,000 subscriptions @ $3. year) $ 3,000
coming yvear, Young will be coordin- P — :
sting the sixteen week State-wide rom Fund Gampaign $25,000

campalign,




The Sam Ely Community Land Trust
ig starting & fund-ralsing campaign
in Februsry. At & recent session
in Brunswick, some of ithe members
offered thier views on the cam-
paign and the trust,

eiected chairman of the Sam Ely
Trugt Board, explained that the fund
campaign would give Sam Elvy the cape
bi it needed to take the next

e g1l want to get fto that pointh,
commented, "where we will actually
soguire Jand and be in the procsss
of heving peopls move on that land
to begin using it, Bul to gst to
thet point, we now realize, alot of
other things heave to happen first.
For ewsmple, a much more thorough
undergtanding of how a trust works
is nesded by both Trust nenmbers as
well as other interested pecple,
Feamibility studies also need to be
cong, oneg s concensus is reached

an where in Maine to gero in on

g {irst tract of land, that tell

us whether how we want the land to
be uzed [its the characteristics of
a particular tract,and whether that
ig in sccords with local and state
regulatory agenciss®,

falso," he continued,"we need %o
figure out how we can finance the
costs that will accrue to the
Trust, both from the original zc=-
auisition of the land, and its
subseguent maintenance and devel-
ooment and payment of taxes®,

*A11 of this will fit into place
in time but it's & process that has
o be gone through., Ibis a process
that costs money = hence the fund
drive. "

*If the campaign is successful
I szee us moving carefull towards
the scguigition of land sometimes
between aix months and 2 vear gfter
the completion of the campaign,” he
concluded,

John Newton, of Lisben Falls, and
alternate member of the Sam Ely Trust

Board, saw the need for s fund cam=
paign of this kind. "But I want to

emphasize it's imporitsnce in the con~
text of an overall struggle for land
reform” ‘

Hewton is one of the main organi-
sers of a land reform ceoalition
that started meeting last fall and
involves peoplie from various organe
izations such as Pine Tree Legal,
The Maine Land Use Regulatory Come
misaion, Coastml Economic Develop~
ment, snd The Sam Ely Land Trust."The
isgue of land”, he declared,"is the
issue of multi-national corporate
domination of resources, the lasue
of a serewed up tax system that
favers the rich and undermines local
community capebility, as for exmmple
in educetion; the issue of the gross
abuse of the environment:; the issue
of the continued dsstruction of the
gmsil farmer; the lsaue of the
srowding of working people and the
uemployed in urban centers; and of
meny other issues."

“Sueh issues," he peinted out,
"peguire a concerted effort by like-
minded people in & variety of organ -
izations to bring pressure to bear
on legislatures and the organs of
public opinion for better laws and
clearer understanding of the pro-
blem smong the general populace.

A Trust," he said, "helps that too,

by pointing to a better direction,
a more positive solution to the pro-
blems of community 1life.”

Lwdu Chamberland, one of two steff
members of the Sam Ely Land Trust,
whose folks live on a farm nesr Made
Gury Boerders of Brunsewick, Yhe newly awaska, reflected on the steady, al=-

mest invisible, way that Maine peopls
have been loging ownership and cop-
trol over the land in which they live,
How over 50% is owned by a few huge
companies,and another 30% is owned

by out=ofegtaters, That leaves 209
for Malne people who ars generally
poor. "Our forests and land are
valuable, but we don't control them,”
she said, "Decleions sre made in New
York or Boston and zre not always in
the best interests of Mgine land ar
people but are in the intersst

the stock-holders of these corpora=
tions.” _

"1 agree with John, we have to
struggle on both fronts: against
oppressive forces, and for alterna-
tiveways of ensbling people to win

gel f=datermination for themselves
in their daily lives., I see the

Trust as & mechanism %o protect
and preserve f%he rights of ordinary
Maine citizens, whose land is in
jeopardy or who are looking for land
on which to feel secure and selfl=
reliant,”

"The way we are operating," she
concluded, "pives uzs time to plan
and think these things through, and
the experience to work out ways in
which we ¢an build a strong organ-
ization, one that is rooted in
serving the needs of & variety of
Maine people®,

John Rensenbrink, a Bowdein
government professor and one of the
organizers of The Sam Ely Community
Land Trust,talked about the need
to link up the theory and practice
of the Land Trust with the hisg-
torical development of industrial
society and the oversll trends of
world history. "I'm trying to get
a handle on this in articles I'm
presently writing for the Maine
Land Advocete?, he said,

"I'm seeing more and more’ he
continued, "how the land struggle

"world economics eand polities,

page 3

iz at or very near, the heart of the
matter = the matter of human survival
and of soeisl, pelitical snd per-
gsonal change. Whet has been most
fundamental in history has been

the human being's attitude towards
pature, including his own,

"Two tendenciss have been dome
inant: for thousands of yvears the
basic mode was the peasantls sttl-
tude of having to be in subjection
te nature. This conditioned slil
religion, philosophy, politics
and science. Then came the preat
rebellion of the western bowrgeoisie,
dating from about the 17th century,
with their headv and revolutionary
notions of domination by men over
nature. Thet srrogent sttitude now
rides contemporsry netional ang

finds its ¢learest expression in the
multi=nstional corporation, The end
product of that attitude, 1if allowed
to continue un-restrained,; will be
the desolation of planet Esrth.”

"But," he noted, "a movement that
is rooted in & new attitude towards
nature has begun - we c¢all it & o=
ovperative or interactive nature. The
key is the land and its resources.
It means tresiing the iand ss a being
with rights, a being to cooperate
with, We want to sieer clear of a¥Xe
cess or extremes. Nature for us is
not something Yo bow down to, as in
most romantic dreams; nor to reshape
and contrel as you please, as in
the mechanistic dreams of the corw
porate state,”

"We can take this new atititude,”
he went on, "as 2 guide for the way
we humans view ourselves (our own
nature); how we define social and
economic roles in & community or
shopror factory; how ve apply
technology to human relations and
the land; and what we will and will
not tolerate in political relation—
ships."

"This is what the Land Trust 1s
involved in. We can proceed steadily,
one step at a time, (as with cur
fund raising campaign), by evolving
a philosophy that will give scope
and direction *to all our actions,"”




lition:
STRUGGLING TO SURVIVE

are mogt important, Here are foure
teen of the issues (we can all
think of more):

Taxation (land tsxes, tax reform),
Housing, Coastal Ownership, Land
Use Regulation Commission mhdmov»
Public Lots, Wildlands, Timber

¥For three months now the Land Re=
form Goslition has been gtruggling
to get off the ground, We have met
twice ainee the end of October {our
third meeting is Jan, 26}, and welve
done s lot of talking, at meelings
and inebetween times. But we haven't

tion group has mosily high income
menbers.

3. Overriding issues: Those issues
thet are more global {State=wide)
and abstract in nature. Those is-
sues that are not people’s day=lo=

done much else but talk, We have
not developeds

1) & c¢lesr perspective of what land
reform means in Maine,

2) & clear and comprehensive defi=
nitien of individual land Issues,

3} & priority list of land issues,
and, _
L) An organizational structure to
carry out our work.

{We, of course, should realize that
solutions to these problems are ne~
ver final and are only found by

| partiecipating in an on~going process
thet is never completed.)

ur biggest blem has been in
developing g clear Jdes Ol wiat

aine land reform meang., Land reform
can not be just.a series of "land
igsues”, For an orgenizstion to
grow it musi have an idea or pere
spective around which people can
galvanize themselves.

We think Maine's two most ime
portent resources are iis land and
its people, We want to protect hoth
from the effects of speculation,

| exploitation, and absentee. owner=-
#% ship. We vant to return Maine %o

! P W tired of ih
ustic g : the
! 1and market. Maine people are being
driven off their land by rising
land prices and rising taxes. We
want that stopped.

We want local control of our
land and resources. We are tired
of ownership being concentrated in
the hands of a few abgsentee, inter-
national corporations, Our concern
is “the conservetion of Maine land
and the alleviation of the unequal
distribution of land (and wealth)
spong Maine people and absentee.
1andowners", (Times Record, Jan, 18)
Both are equally important. We want
to develop a program to allow us to
put our ideas into practical action,

This is our perspective (at least
my view of 1t): these are the con~
mon threads that hold our land
coalition together, But is this
perspective adequate to unite the
diverse issues we have discussed?

Or, are the issues too divergent to
be united under one perspective?
4nawers: Qur perspective is not yet
adequate. Our issues are too diverse,

Faturally, we have the seme pro=-
blem with the different groups of
meople we talk about reaching.

We want o unite the rural yan-
kee farmer and fisherman, the low=
income working people both in the
pities and the country, the Franco=
Americens and French Canadians, the
Indians, the middle class environ-
mentalists,and the young people
whe have come north to escape the
cities, But such a united coali-
tion is hard to build, there is
much to divide us,

Where do we begin? Let us look
at the issues we've been discuss-
ing over the past few months and
see how we might decide which ones

e O L

Industry, Zconomic Development,
Baxter Park "timber grab®, In-
disns! Lend Claim, Forestry Com=
mission, Anti~trust: Interlockge-
Maine banks and big landholders,
Abgentee Land Wonership, and
MIBA=Vahlsing "fraud".

day concerns like "bread and butter™
issgues, Owr overall concern about
the unequal distribution of wealth ,
about concentrated and absentee
ownership, sbout interlocks between
banks and large landowners, would
come under this category,

El

WE MUST FIND COMMON FROJECTS TO WORK ON
. TOGETHER AND FIKD WAYS TO WORK TOGETHER

We have done a poor job so
far in adequately defining these
and other issues. Meny we have not

even considered; others like a-

bsentee ownership, Bexter Park, and
wildlands and the timber industry
we heve done a pretty good job in
presenting them in the Malne Land
Advocate.

Which of these issues are our
priorities? Into which of these
issues will we, both as individuals
and as an orgsnization, put our time
and energies? There seems to be no
very eagy answers,

Perhaps, what we need is a set
of eriteris by which we can set
priorities. Let me suggest a dire
getion,

Tt geems to me we have three
kinde of lssues:

1,"Bread and Butter®issues: those
day=to—day concerns of the average
working person, who is struggling
to put food on the table, clothes
on the children, and a roof over
the family. Examples of such is-
sues are housing and taxes. These

issues are more economic, con=
cerning ‘seemingly indirectly the

digtribution of income and wealth
(land) rather than pge of land and
TesouUrees,

2. Environmental issues: those con-
cetns of the so-called middle class,
above average income, person for the
use (as opposed to distribution) of
the lend snd resources. bBaxter Fark
is an example. Of course, you don't
heve to be "middle class" to be
moncerned about land use. On the o=
ther hand, Natural Resources Coun=
eil, the state's largest conserva-

of issues, However, we still must
make priorities within these three
categories. Priority seliing will
only be effectively accomplished in
the procgess of group discussion. At
cur first two meetings we did not
directly set priorities or to sev

up on=going organizational structures.

4t our next meeting, Janusry 26,
we must undertake both of these
tasks: set priorities and set up one
or two committees to carry on the
work between meetings, Perhaps in
this way we will get past the talk-
ing stage and into the "doing"
.stage, We must find common projects
to work on together and find ways
to work together.

At our last meeting (Dee,l),
there were several suggestions of
"projects” that we undertake:

1. Compile a list of human resources
with interest and expertise in land
peform issues: develop s larger
meiling list.

2, Use the Maine Land Advocate news-
paper ag a forum for our issues,

for spreading the word, generating
interest, drawing other people to
our support.

3, Bventually publish press releases
and position papers.

4es Establish a speakers bureau.

5, Contact ETV to do a documentary
on land issues.

we hope you will inquire at the
office (136 Maine St,, Brunswick)
if you would like to come to a meeil~
ing, or if you would like more in-
formation about the Maine Land
Reform Coalition,

by
John Newten




In December, a sult challenging
the PBaxter Stats Park Authority's
right to mske a cutting agree-
ment with Great Northern Paper
o, was filed in Kennebec County
Superier Court by the Natural
Resources Council. The suit filed
by attorneys Stuart White of Tsland
Falls and Clifford Gondall. axecu=
tive secretary of NRC, rsiges what
former president of NRC Robert
Pattergson calls "ihe possibility of
an unintentional breach of trust on
the part of the Baxter Park Author-
Ityt, Although nmany of us guestion
whether the breach of trust by
Grest Northern and the Authority
wag "Unintentional”™, we whole-
heertedly support this stitempt to
stop Great Northern from opening up
the remote northwest corner of the
Park teo timber harvesting,

Lz outlined in "Baxter: A Public
Truet?" (in the December, 1972 issue
of this newspaper), this writer be-
Lives the history of events lead-
ing up te the "swap” {of cutting
rights In the southern section of
the park for those in the north),
is very strong evidenece that GN
has {almost) pulled off one of the
bigpest "imber grabs® in Maine's
history.

The WRC suit does not raise

gusstions sbout the nature and "faire

nesg® of the "swap-whether or not
& deal wes made. On one hand, to do
this is to play it safe politically.
Ore the other hand, challenging the
nature of the deal would require an
incredible smount of resesrch and
locumentation, Tt might reguire
challsnging the onee gecret land
and tlmber swrvey of both sections
of the Fark by the James W, Sewall
Lo, Given the power of Senatoer
Jogeph Jewall of 0ld Town, such
challenge would also be politige

diffiienlt, & suit Judging the

s of the exchange would also
have to document many events leadw
ing 1p to the swap, Showing GN'sg
immediate need for an easily aow
sessible supply of saw timber for
1te newly agquired lumber mill,snd
documenting the history of Gnis
moves to set-up the Park Authority
for the deal (or cooperste with the
Authority, which ever) would very
gilficwit,

The nature of this case could
drestically change if GN itself de-
gides to raise the issues of the
airness” of the "swap®, This would
mean that questions such as those
just raised would become part of the
suit. If that was to happen {and it
very well might), the NRC would
need the help of many of us to
document this necessary informa=
tion, We should be prepared for

these turn of events.

Gan the present sult be success~
ful, given that it is based only
on the laws of the State of Maine
pertaining to the Park? The answer
is yes. The Malne Supreme Court
could rule that the Park Autherity
violated the Trust and State law in
permitting the exchange of cutting
rights, It could then award & sum
of money to Great Northern for ithe
cubting rights they lost, (Court
procedures are long and drawn out,
and would be no time for GN to do

more cutting in the southern sectlon,
if they lose in the north, since the
southern cutting rights expire at

the end of Jmﬂmuwn%.aogwmmw GN

never wanted to cut the south any-
way, that's why it engineered

this deal for the timber in the
north.) The problem is Great
Northern doesntt want money, GN
wantg Jumber, That's why it erranged
the swap., 1If OGN just wanted

money, the Park Authority could have
made a money settlement for the value
of the remaining timberin the southern
section in the first place,

We are not in faver of giving GN
anything: wood or money, But a money
gettlement would be no problem, as
the Baxter Trust endowment fund,
which ean only be used for the park
to keep it "forever wild", appar—

ently has a huge amount of money in
it., Even a sizable amount to pay

off GN would not make & dent in the
fund.

In vhoge favor will the Maine

Supreme Court decide? Can the

Court withstand the pressure surely
being placed on 1t by GNT Will the
Maine Cowrt succumb to the influence
of the largest landewner (twe mile
lion acres, ten percent of the State)
in Maine or will it support the
people's right to keep Baxter "for-
ever wild"? Only time will tell.
But there is something we can do.

Wa can maintain public awareness

of the suit., We disapgree with the
Natural Resources Council's attempt
to keep the terms of the suit out
of the media and sway from the pub-
1lic eye. Their reasoning is that
too much publicity will cast a
shadow on the suit in the Court's
eye. We feel the opposite. The
Supreme Court doeg not make de=
ecisions in & political vacuum, Pub-
1ic light on this case cannot but
help remind the court that the peo-
ple of Maine have a right to have
the Park remain ag it is. JoN




The objective of this

inguiry into absentee ownership of
the American economy is twofold:

to set forth what is already known
about the control of major industries
and different geographic regions
(suprisingly little is known), and
to raise questions for furthur ex-
ploration, This is, necessarily,
incompletea
fledged examination of private owner-
ship patterns since the Temporary
National Eeonomic Committee disband-
@c more than 30 years ago. Wor has
there been much discussion sincs

New Deal days of building alter-
natives to our dominant private
institution, the giant corporation.
Unraveling the relationships be~
tween holding companies, st
names® and financial institulicons
is like peeling an onion. Banks
and insurance companies exercise

P 4
I'2st

The westward expansion of Ameri-
@mﬁmwcwpmm left upper Wew Eng-

1 behind, With the exception of
pulp and timber companies who
long dominated the north woods,
as once an economy of small
potate and truck farms with
ar Industrizl base of family-ownad
mannfacturing businesses. ALl this

rar

g Ay
Tk Yy

has changed as mors and more of the
v mwvﬁmx geonomy has besn htaken over
taiders
The ;gwupqsmﬁmﬁw interest in lo-
buginess L3 partly a regult of

t search for low-wage labor, weak
unions (both New Hampshirs mﬁm Maine
nave a smaller percentage of their
nenfarm work force in unions than
do such right-toe-worlk states as
alabama, Arkansas and Tennesses),
and, until recently, a toleranc
of most state officials toward in-
dugtrial pollution, Bubt te a great-
er extent, absentes ownsrship in
northern 2@2 Ingland results from
the corporate merger boom that has
characterized the American sconomy
for more than a decade, The lure
of stock gains from the takeover of
ang corporation by another has sent
oconglomerators into the hinterlands
in search of small, profitable and
well-managed companies whose acquisi-
tlon can send stock values scaring.
New England, with its decentralized
industrial base of small and med-
ium sized wmﬂwquozsmm firms, was
for the taking.
In Yermont, the list of acquired
corporations includes machinery
firms like Jones and Lamscn, taken
r by Textron; Bryant Grinder
rporation taken over by Ex-Cell-0;
and Fairbanks-Morse, acquired by
Colt Industries. In New Hampshire,
mif and Wegtern bought the Brown
quq Company, and Hzmmwmowp Rand
ought the Improved Machinery Com-
nv of Nashua. Maine acquisitions
include the Hathaway Company by the
ronglomerate Warnaco, the Fencobscot
vany by Diamcond wammeﬁHomwu the

rd Paper Company by Ethyl Cor-
'atlon, Maine Research Corperation
srth American Reckwell, and the
land Copper and Tank Works by
2liss Company, which Fn Lurn
acquired by Gulf and Western,

zen out of 27 1 plants

27 Vermont

than 500 aaﬂxmwm are
out-of-state corporations

There has not been a full-

‘substantial influence on major
industries and consequently over
the allocation of resourced, New
technolegies are introduced,
wealth is produced ang distri-
buted, public invesiments are made,
gubsidies and tax breaks are hand-
ed out, the envirconment is gl-
tered and debased, more often
than not in the interest and at
the behest of those whe cwn the
most,

Consumer advocates have fo-
cused atiention of the produc-
tlon of shoddy, dangerous and
overpriced products. Enviromment-
alists have noted the voracious
corporate appetite for land,
water, alr and other resources.
Civil rights and women's groups

* have stressed the inequalities
in corperate hiring practices.
All this has causkd the holders

In New Hampshire, 16 of the 20 larg-

est firms are absenbee-cwned, and
in Maine, all six firms mawwowwmm
mors than 2000 workers, and 29 of

the L1 employing over 500 workers,
are abgsentee cwned.Ten vears ago
only half of the largest firms in
Maine wers so-owned,

There are rarely any employ-
ment benelits from absentes own-
ershlp in a small community. Some
studies show that the Lomsdiats
direct = ool a merger on jobs
is negative, and there's dence
that oubside ownership ¢ a dead-
ening effect upon growth, For example,
between 1958 and 1969, firms head-
guartered in Maine with over 500
employees expanded employment by

over 82 percent while firms owned
outside the state grew only eight
percent. Absentee corporations tend
te bank and purchase accounting, en-
gineering and other prof mmmkommb
services in the corporate headgquart-
ers rather than in the vicinity of
their plants. They also encourage
purchasing of supplies and materials
from national firmg. Absentee cor-
porate perscennel have little in-
terest in the community from which
they derive thelr profits, and an
absentee firm 1g quicker to lay off
workers at the slightest sign of
a downturn than is a local firm
whose management feels some res-
ponsibility for the community.

The deep-water harbors along the
rugged and besubiful Maine coast
have a special attraction for an-
other group of corporate profit-
hunters- the international oil com-
panies, This coast is the only
place on the eastern seaboard with
natural harbors that can accommo-
date the new generation of super-
tankers needing 60 to 70 feet of
draft., Ashland 0il, Reval Dutch
Shell, Occidental Petroleum and
Atlantic-Richfield are among the
corporations whose agents have bheen
trying to persuade the state that
a few oill refineriss would produce
economic miracles for the people
at little or no environmental cost.

A recent entrant into the refinery
sweepstaxkes is Metropolitan 0il, a
Subsidiary of the Pittston Coal Come
pany, the
dam that burst esarlier
on Buffalo Creek in

owner of the slag heap
this ysar
West

Virginia

Reprinted ww Permission ow THE NEW mmmquHa”ac 1972, mmuawmou%wwmwam of zwt mmwmmw@ Inc,

of wealth and power to modify
their bshavior somewhat and to
spruce up thelr images; but the
fundamental ownership structure
has not been altered, Many areas,
particularly the most impover-
ished cnesg,are victims of absentes
ownership that is not too dif-
ferent from overseas colonial-
ism, Such is the case in north-
ern New England as Geoffrey Faux
points cut,in Appalachia. in manv

parts of  the South, in rural areas
generally and in inner cities,

Who are the privilsged? How
do they distort the economy for
thelr own benefit? By what right
do they maintain and exercise their
power? How can ownership of the
econemy be altersd so that wealth
and power are more publicly account-
able and more dispersed?

taking 125 lives,

Last vear the Maine Envircmmsntal
Improvement Commission turned down
&UHQdOrorkHSAW

efinery for Ash-
lard Oil al Searsport-smack in bhe
middle of the wvacation we@ﬂm%ozsg

of David Rockefeller,
Hcﬂu Hwagﬂmn ﬁ

sagand JsﬂawLmQ

wrong place’

sy o
& ww.ﬂﬁﬂ z

swmer home
egtablishment.
As usual, ths politicilans are

singing the praises of oll, although
the growing envircnmental conscious-
ness, plus a concern with his pation-
al image, hes caused Senator Edmund
Muskie to back off a bit. Most of
the bally-hoo 1s aimed at convinc-
ing the underemployed and unemploy-
2d as wall as the small businessman
that oll will mean more jobs and
a better 1ife, Whalt is lgnored is
that the fragile cosstal wetlands
already support a variety of local
industries which would be shattered
by the inftrusion of oil. Harvard
researchers concluded tThat when
the impact on fishing and tourism
was considered, the net effect of
the Ashland refinery would have
been to cubt local wage incoms by
about one milliondollars a year.
Another project along the coast
jeopardizing the enviromment anrd
aconomy of the local residents
the construction of a nuclear pow-
er plant in Wiscasset, part of a
scheme drawn up by private New Eng-
land power companies and the Atomic
Energy Commission to make Maine a
nower bank! for the growing energy
demands ¢f the Northeast. Seventy-
five percent of the first year’s
power output will be exported. Be-
sides electricity, the plant will
generate monopoly profits for its
owners and jobs for atomic tech-
nictans, of which the local area
has very few, But the increase in
water temperature resulting from
the plant's opesrations will he a
dlzaster for the local bloodworm in-
dugtry, which contributed two mil-
Ltion dollars to the Maine economy
last year.
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The grestest threat te the rural loggers than Americans, an assertion camp onh company land, a privilege

life-style of Maine comes from the akin to ex-Callfornia Senator George highly prized in a rural state.
demand by cutsiders for land itself. Murphy's remark that Mexican bracevos 5%till, things are changing, In
In the late 19th century, papsr and are better farm laborers than Amer- the last five years, spending by
timber companies began buying up lcans because they are built closer tourists, skiers and vaca®tion homs-
large tractes of land in northern to the ground. owners hae doubled, making recrea-
and central Maine to assure them- In order to keep thelr labor sup- tion the lsading industry in the
se.ves of a steady supply of pulp ply docile and the price of pulp state. Land prices have skyrocketed,
for thsir mills, Today the paper cheap., the paper companies try tolimit  [and that sold for $20 an acre in
and timber interests own more than the proportion of pulp woed that

1962 cannot be had for less than

nalf the land ares of the state and, comes from their own forests to $200 an acre today.

through lease arrvangsments with
smaller landholders, control the
wwocucetive cubput of much more, The
Northern Nekoosa Company,
uartered in New York, owns more
vwo million acres. Internation-
per, also in New York, owns
more than a million. Other large
landholders include Scott Paper
(Philadelphia), St. Regie Paper
Jork), Georgia-Pacific {(Port-
Ore. ), Diamond International
),and Oxford Paper (a
subsidiary of Ethyl Corporation, New

The lumber and timber companies
have dominated the state’s poli-

. sconomy for years. The boards
rectorg of Maine's banks, util-

Faper and timber company officisls

‘b oon govermment boards and conm-
giong, often in seats specifi-
cally set aside for them by a2 con-
giderate legielature. In many townsg,
company officials no longer even
have to pasrticipate directly in lo-
cal politice; selectmen openly ac-
knowledge that they make no major

o

decizions without clearing it with about 50 percent. Therest 15 bought The effect of this on the poor
"the company”, from other people’s land, cut and is profound. The increase in taxes
Short-changing the state-usu- hauled by "independent contractors'- rents and the general cost of living
ally with state cooperation- is local Maine people who are requirsd sgueezes them mercilessly, Few
an old story with the paper and to furnish thelr own equipment and local people can make a Living in
timber industry The companies have are paid at plecework rates. By & seascnal tourist industry that em-
long bzen leasing timber rights on forcing the pulp cutters and haulers ploys thousands of college students
state lands for very low rates, in to act as independent businessmen, at minimal wages. Wheras rural Maine
gome cases as low as $50 per thou- the companies push capitalization people previocusly could supplement
sand acres. After the btimbsr is costs onto their labor force, a- thelr incoms with a garden, nunting
cut, the companiss lease the land vold frings benefits and minimun and fishing, digging clams or cut-
to sportsmenat many bimes what they wage regulrsments and duck respon- ting wood, they are now being priced
pay the state for cubtting rights. gibllity for the industrial acci- out of their own communitiss, Zven
The state forest commissioner sees dents that plague legging work, the land, which was open to everyone,
nothing wrong with this and in fact When the Meontractors” get rast- 1s now being fenced off for the
encourages it as consistent with less, the companies treaten to im- tourists,
nationgl trends in leasing public port more French-Canadians. Rising property taxes is the pri-
1e to private interests. The strategy has worked. The mary mechanism for accomplishing
The individual paper and timber price the companies pay for pulp the transfer of land from Mainers
companies work together, They lease wood is about the same as it was 20 to developers and outsiders. Parm-
and manage each other's timberlands years ago, despite a 65 percent in- 2rs sell thelr land when their
and trade entire townships with the crease in the cost of living. In small farms, always marginal in
sage of children playing Monopoly, 1970 a pulp producer's asscclation Maine's harsh enviromment, can no
dnd of' course they act together mace up of cubters and haulers went lenger generate enocugh income to
politically. One of their object- out on strike, The paper companiss meet tax payments. More and more
ives has been to prevent the perman- crushed the rebellicn by invoking frequently, the smell of a fast
ent settlement of the timberlands, the state’s antitrust lew against dollar has brought out the home-
for settlement would restrict the the woodsmen! grown hustlsers who willingly ex-
companies! unhampered control and Until now the average Mainer seems ploit their neighbors o satisfv
also raise taxes; timberland owners to have tolerated the arrogance of demand from the citiss, ,
in unorganized bownships pay only the paper and timber companies and The first wave of developers
three taxes as opposed to nine in the modest corruption of their poli- in Maine were mostly small-fry
organized areas, tical economy on the grounds that operators jumping at the chance
A restrictive settlement policy there is no alternative. The state for a fast buck, They buy a
might be expected to result in a has troubles enough without anta- thousand acres, bulldoze a road
shortage of local labor for logging gonlzing the corporations which pro- and some homesites and open shop.,
work, It does, but the companies vide a large share of whatever de- Lake Arrowhead Bstates near Lim-
solve that problem by importing cent jobs lave been been generated erick in the southern part of the
French Canadians with the help of in the last half century. In many state is an example. According o
Us Mﬁﬁwm%mwwﬁb and lLabor Depart- towns semi-skilled jobs at the mill, the Maine Times, +he m@<mwcvmm ig
ment officials. Paper company are handed down from father to son, a waMﬂMMiwwmmwtw@wmmwm Piving, one
spokesmen are fond of saying that Moreover, the large landowning cor- of whose owners was indicted on
the French-Canadians will work porations have in the past allowed tax evasion charges last vear znd
harder and are "naturally" better local people to hunt and fish and -

ermmebn £, following map)




OUR STATE HAS CLOSE TO 20 MILLION ACRES,

49% OF IT IS UNORGANIZED TOWNSHIFS OR
WILDLANDS,
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" 15 CORPORATIONS AND FAMILIES CWN AND
CONTROL ALMOST Q0% OF MAINE'S WILDLANDS:

1) Great Northern Paper (0pssasoannasenssssy2ol00C
2} International Paper COpnscesnssnvasnssaly 131,800
3} Seven Islands Land COuannsonsonnscsssnsss by 212
4) Scott Faper GO o sennnnnnnnssnnoosssonns893,0060
5} Diamond International Claenneocannsssasss 02,000
6) St. Regis FPaper (O snnnnnassnsssssnosssssol,000
7} Georgia=Pacific CoTPescscencansosssrocces 34,600
&) Brown COunrvnassanassnssanonsasssassnsnss 318,000
g} Oxford Paper 0. oeeevssnasnosasssssssanssidn 000
10)Heirs of John and James Cassidy..oanassesdl {3340
11} J.M, Huber Corp,.w,,;mﬁq@sﬁu@wﬁaws,,oswoWEAgggéé
12) Hudson Pulp and Faper D0 ssensaonnassansalll 650
13)G. Flerce Webber et Blocncenasaneossnsses02;202
1) Heirs of E.G, Peter;George Dumn ot Blee--171,616
15)Dead River Companyq,aae@w,awéwagga,..».gw?309013

TOTALS 899ﬁ2,955 Leres,

)
- ‘\E}._ 'L -
e

MAINE FORESTRY DEPARTMENT

LEGEHD

targe Circle b Mumerals - Represente fhe major pwrership 1o the 1owWR

smail {ircle & Numerals - Bepresenss 3 smaller gmnership in the town

a.

A criterion of approximately S08 acres or more per toun is the
hasis by which an owaershig is represented on the map.

The numerical iisting af oanership dees mot reflact the order of
size af acrsage.

Suppiemantal mimeographed sheets availsble upon request showing
actual acreage of ownership.

Sats far this revision provided by khe James W. Sewald Lo, Qig
Yown, Maine. Additiopal detail available from that source.




was mentioned by a Mafia stool-
pigeon as one of that organiza-
tion's business partners. Leisure
Living got started five vears ago
after promising lecal townships
that added property taxes from Lake
arrowhead would raise $2 million for
& new highi school. After selling
some 2000 lote onits 2200 acre
gite, bthe developer was banned

e

c

rom building mere houses (30 are
ompleted) until he can bring them
up to federal standards. Lake Arrow-
head ig not a leke; it is a man-made
impoundment of water which is re-
leased during the winter when the
power company opens the dam. The
Maine Times reports: "The lake des-
eribed as so remote in the brochures-
"still much the same as when the

Jocolois Indisns roamed these shores, . !

»was not only not there when the
indians were, bubt is currently ser-
ving as a swmer cesspool for the
raw waste of some 900 gitizens of
Limerick",

The larger landhclders are
meving more slowly, letting the
small operators make the mistakes
and take the public wrath, When
the state has had it with the small
developers, the paper and btimber com-
panies seem confident that their
won plans for higher quality (and
higher cost) developments will be
welcomed. Recently a corporation
created by the Hudson Pulp and Pap-
ar Company bought Saddleback Moun-
tain for a skl and second home dev-
elopment. Scolt Papsr has estabplished
& subsidiary, Skylark Corporation,
te handle its reereation develop-
ment business., One of its first
efforts was to talk the state into
bartering away public land on Squaw
Mountain for a Scott-gpongsored ski
Q%%QN,mQéw&Sonéﬁwﬁémerﬁﬁ

acres around beautiful and as yet
unspoiled Mocsehead Lake,

The latest entrant intc the Maine
land grab is the International Tel-
ephone and Telegraph Company. ITT
has recently purchased almost 50,000
acres oubside of Bustis in west cen-
bral Maine, has an option on about
30,000 more, and is still buving.
ITT has fenced ites land and posted
guards at the gate and refused to
give any clue to its future plans.

The average Mainer, Vermonter
or New Hampshireman is confused by
all this, The hard but steble old
life~style is breaking up bscause
of that same spirit of enterprise
they thought would semehow keep
them safe, The town meeting, built
on the localized economy, is crumb-
Ling. "Town meeting have become g
farce,” says ons éxtension agsnt
who has lived in Maine all his life,
"People can't dope with these pro-
blems. The bankers and real astate
people and lawyers come in with
thelr proposals and dominate the
meeting. The ordinary person feels
too embarrassed and ignorant bto say
anything"”,

There is a chance, a small one,
that an anti~-colonial movement
could coalesce around rural work-
ing people who are being thrown off
thelr land, French-Canadiang
{"white niggers" of New England
as well as Quebsc), environmen- ,
talists who see land being raped and
water polluted, and younger mid-
dle~clase migrants whe have come
north by the thousands to escape

urban suffocation, But sc far,
the things that divide them are
gtronger than the things that
bring them together, And time ie
running out,

by Geoffrey Faux

942-8241

Bangor, Maine

Homestead
Exemption Act

A men's home is his castle? Is
this true ss far as your creditors

are concerned? Folks with finan-
cial problems might find their
goods and homesteads repossessed,
There is protection for the homes
owned by people of moderate means,
This protection is known as the
homestead exemption; protecting
property up to the value of $7500,
t 1s easy to receive this protec~
tion, The small homestesd owner
should file his exemption with the
county registry of deeds, Forms
for this cen be obteined from the
Land Trust O0ffice or your nearest
Pine Tree legal Assistance office.
Pine Tree has put out s helpful
pamphlet on this, Parts of it

are reproduced belows

Maine Revised Statutes Annoted
Title 14, Article 3

Homegtead., 4 lot of land and
dwelling house and outbuildings
thereon, the property of & house-
holder in actusl possession there-

of and not the owner of an exemp~
ted lot purchased from the State,

Exemption; Claim Recorded. The
persen deseribed in the previous
paragraph may file in the registry
of deeds in the county or distriect
where the land lies a certificate
signed by him declaring his wish
for such exemption and describing
the lend and buildings. The regis-
ter shall record it in s suiteble
book, So much of such property as
does not exceed $7500 in wvalue is
exempt from sttachment or levy on
execution issued on s judgement
recovered for any debt, contracted
jointly or severally by such person
after the date of the recording
thereof,

Creditor Claiming Grester Value.
wWhen such property is claimed by &
creditor to be of greater value
than $7500 it mey be seized on exe
ecution and the appraisers shall
first set off guch part thereof as
the debtor mey select, and if he
neglects to do so, the officer may
select for him, to such value, by
metes snd bounds, They shall then
appraise and set off to the credit-
or so much of the remainder as may
be necessary to satisfy the exe~
cution, The appraisers shall be
gworn aceordingly and the officer
shall make return of his doings
thereon,

3

For further information contact Pine
Tree Legal Assistance at . . .

m.‘msamu‘oz OFFICE CALAIS OFFICE

215 Lisbon St. 173 Main §t.

Box 888 Box 388

Lewiston, Maine Calais, Maine

784-997 454-2408

BAMNGOR OFFICE SKOWHEGAN OFFICE
&1 Main 5t. 17 Madison Ave.

Skowhegan, Maine
474-3607

PORTLAND OFFICE PRESQUE ISLE OFFICE
158 Danforth St, 154 State St.
Portland, Maine Box 1207

o T72-3711% Presque Isle, Maine

764-4349




Below are listed some of the dife
ferent groups end organizations in
Meine that ere working on land pro=
blems and issues, In this imsue

we give a brief description of each
of them and some of the work they
are involved in, We will report
monthly in this column their sctiw
vities and interssts,

LAND USE REGULATION COMMISSION:
LURC was established in 1969 to
extend the principles of sound
pleming, zening, and development
control to Maine's 407 unorganized
and deorgenized townships and to 56
mainlend and island plantations.
fncompassing more than 10 million
scres, these areas comprise ap-
proximetely 49% of the total land
rea of the State, LURC is charged
with resource analysis and mapping
developing a land use guidance plan
for these areas, establishing stan-
derds, and with placing these aress
into districts for lend use guid=
ance, The land areas are placed in-
te one of four districts:
1. Protection==areas where develop=~
ment would jeopardize significant
natural, recrestionsl and historic
TESOUrces,
“s Mansgement=ethose lands which
are currently being utiliged for
commercial forest product or agri-
cultural uses
J. Holding=~reserve areas adjoining
development digtricts
4o Levelopment--lands now discernibl
as relatively homogeneous patterns
of intensive residential, recrea-
Tional, commereisl or industrial
uge

LURC is presently concluding pub-

in the wover Kennebec River drainage.
A considerable controversy arose
ever Inland Fish and Game's ree
quest that significant deer vards,
and trout and salmon waters be pro=
tected., The land owners ocbjected to
egtablishment of restrietion on
harvesting of wood in these areasg,
Inland Fisheries and Game requested
limitations on the part of the land
owners has not resulted in proper
management of significant geme hgbe
itats,

Uontroversy also developed revel-
ving around LURC's proposal to
place into "protection districts”
the high mountain areas (above
2,500 ft.) in these 22 townships,

The Gommission has 45 days from
the adjournment of the public
hearing in whichk to reach a dec=
sion. Once the final interim land
use guldance maps are adopted, the
procedure will be repeated for the
next bateh of townships.

PINE TREE LEGAL:

Fine Tree Legal, in their effort
to adress the basic issues concern-
ing low-income people in Maine,
have set up severs] Task Forces
during the last few months, Already
& Prigon Reform Task Force cone
cerned with the rights of prie
soners, and a Housing Task Force
concerned with tenants rights and
low=income and rural housing, have
bsen established,

affort has been to form a Land Ree

ile hearings designed o air opinions
concerning the zoning of 22 townships

Fine Tree's latest
more out=of=-state people w

form Tagk Force to help low=income
people with "land oriented” pro-
blemg, This Task Force will, hopew
fully, deBl with many of the same
issues (and others besides) that
we have been discussing in the
Adyocate. The Tagk Forece had tenw
tatively decided to make texation,
economic development, and absentee
land ownership their beginning
priorities,

NATURAL RESQURCES COUNCIL:

The Natursl Resources Coumeil is
& citizens environmental group made
up of different organizations and
individuals through=out the state.
hocording to it's publiestions, NRC
serves as a forum to focus on issues,
to gether facts and to unite and

When I was first told about the
Land Trust idea, I couldn't help but
think that this would be s really
great way to "hold on" to Maine land.
And keep the land out of the money
hungry hands of the Real Estate people.

For too many years out-ofestate
people have been buying up Maine, To

most of them its only & place to
escape to for s week or two in the

summer. To the people of Maine this
means another field or wooded sres
lost to a new house or summer cottage.
And of course the Maine Real Estate
people just love this, because it
means money for them and the chance

111 cone

SOUND ZONING, PLANNING, AND DEVELOPMENT, s uesee?

Why Be Involved?

here and also buy some land,

coordinate getivities in protecting
and wisely developing the State's
environmental resources,

Most recently, NRC has filed
sult sgainest the Baxter Fark
Authority in the hopes that the
issues surrounding the agreement
with Great Northern will be clarie

-fied, An article appears on page &

on the Baxter Suit,

NRC MAINE COASTAL CCALITION:

In an effort to consolidate and
coordinate asctivities related to
coastal environmental issues. NRC
and other groups have set up The
Maine Coastal Coalition, Recently
the Coslition has been invelved in
the o0il issues facing the Maine
coast,

In the meantime its the people

of Maine who suffer, Bv means of high
land prices—and less and less land
to call their "own." Also there are
alot of ovt-of-gtate companies that
are also buying up large tracks of
Maine land. Only 20% of this state
is owned by the people of Maine.
When you stop to think about this
it can really get gcarey,
the Land Trust ideas will be about
the only effective way to fight
back and try to stop this whole
land rip-off game,

Se I think

by .
Bill omwwwmwm




& NOTE ON THESE ARTICLES

These articles on the Land Struggle
are intended ss a regular column in
the Adyocate. Everyone is invited
and encouraged to send in comments,
thoughts, eriticisms, articles of
thelr own, so that the columm can
become & continuing dialogue on
the meaning and strategy {the theory
and practice) of the land struggle.

THE LAND STRUGGLE  IT

bost time, I used the term West-
s bourgeoisie to describe the class
and culture that grew up out of the
ruing of traditional soclety in
Western Europe several centuries 880,
This class has spread the towers and
tentacles of capitalist and State
corporate enterprise throughout the
world., They have presided over the
building of industrial civilization,
They have sought to impose their cone
sciousness {eultural outlook) on a1l
classes and peoples and races,

The consciousness and way of life
of the Western Bourgeosie arose out

£ the struggle of this new class with

the consciousness and way of 1ife of
the predominantly peasant society
that preceded it, This is & fact
of basic importance: the scisntie
fic and full scale application of
technology to humen life (another
way of ssying industrislism) came
into the world via a struggle of &
riberated middle class with its
traditionsl and immemorial peasant
heritage. This radically conditioned
higw industrialism came into the
world: much of the intense urbane
ism, rationalistic life styles, and
exploitative capitalism {both state
and private) may be attributed to
this struggle at the dawning of
the industrial ersa,

A better understanding of the
character of this struggle can
do several things. It fixes the hise
torical limits of the Western Bour-
geosie ag a class and 3 oulture that
arose al a given time and will pass
away. It helps us appreciate some
of the reasons why traditional sooe
iety gave way, and continues to
give way all over the world, to the
western bourgeois mode of axistence,
Finally,it provides valuable per=
goective on the next step for humane
kind. That next step,we believe, is
a synthesis of bourgeois and pessant
(or broadly traditional) consciouse
ness. The process of taking this
next step 1s going on now, throughout
the world. It is a step, which as we
pointed out last time, has itself
been & long time coming to fruitation
during the centuries of confused op~
position to the heady radicalism of
bourgeois culture and economics.

4 NEW CLASS

In the late middle ages the slowly
growing towns of Western Europe
geve birth to & new and revolu~
tionary middle clags, It originated
mostly out of peasant stock which
over a period of centuries hsd
escaped the rigid confines of feudal
society and fled to the towns. As
they multiplied they gathered some
portions of the established hierare
chies of church, state, and landed
sristocracy to their side. Thisg
middle class came to be compoged

THE LAND STRUGGLE

of merchants, bankers, wealthier
artisans, small manufacturers, law-
vers, and certain enterprising ele~
mentg of the sristocracy. As they
grew in wealth and power they re-
belled successfully against church,
feudal State, landed haron and
peasantry.

They enclosed and commerciale-
ized the common lend and dise
possessed the peasante, They ex-
panded and unified the markets, and
invented the "free market" system
They invented a strong, centraligzed
State, They built ships thst carried
slaves and rum and = rising volume
of finighed goods, exploiting Africa,
Asle and the Americas ss they went,
They financed inventions and began
to build factories, creating bige
ger and bigger cities. They expanded
technology to an unparalleled degree,
They eagerly embracede—szs ldeology=w
the new science of the Newtonians,
the new versions of the Word of God
of the Reformers, and the new poli-
ticel economy of Hobbes, Locke, andg
their manv followers, For their
ideal of living-ethe dream that
spurred them on--they looked to what
they imagined nobility and upper
class leisure to be, They aped
"arigtocratic" styles, they affected
8 disdain for work, they made their
women into objects of conspicuous
censumption: in & word they invented
an aristocratized consumer eulture,
and later bequeathed thet "dream" *o
the classes below them.

In short the Western bourgecisie
overthrew the past with a heady
vengeance; they wrecked traditional
society and values, They ushered in
the Industrial Era, perhaps the mogt
significant event in the history of
humankind since the Neolithic Revolim
tlon had transfermed men from a
haphazard nemadic to an orderly
agriculturist,

EXCAFE FROM FEASANT EXISTENCE

The phenomenon thet most clearly
characterizes the industrial era,
uncer the aegig of the western bour-
geoisle, is the movement from the
land to the city, At first e trickle,
it became a vast and eventually worlde
wide phenomenon, and is now engulfing
the underdeveloped countries of the
world., This has been an incredible
physical journey. But much more it
has been a profound peychological
and spiritual journey. .

In a deep sense, it was felt as
# tremendous relief, an escape from
what had been the age old experience
of the mass of mankind~namely, pea-
sant existence. Pessant existencs
is barely on equal terms with nature,
the elements, and the land, Life is
& constant and unremitting strugple
for survival. The spirit is tied to
the seemingly endless recurrence of
things, Mankind, both rich and poor,
are locked in to the cycle of the
seasons, the cycle of the generations,
and the wheeling to the stars,

In traditional society, Nature

seems to give grudgingly and arbitrar-

ily. Dependence on her is great,This
enforced dependence is resentede=e
but the regsentiment is assuaged by
the sense of her (sic) incredible
power. Coasmic forces sesem so eagily

to dispose of Man's plans and hopes,
Control is seen tc be not with man,
Consequently, religions which ene
shrine, symbolize, and legitimize
the power of nature, are strong,
Such religion is slao strongly
encouraged by the tiny ruling arige
tocracies, It provides a necessary
bastion against the permanent in=
stability inherent in relatively une
productive forees, a fact which
condemns traditional society to the
constant threst of absolute soareity,

THE QUARREL WITH THE ANCIENTS

The Western bourgeoisie felt that
they had found a way out from under
peasant exlistence ("the idicey of
rural 1ife"); and out from under the
intractable and inscrutable swgy of
Hature,

FHILOSOPHY AND RELIGION

With their new rationalism they
de=myatified and de=divinized the
cosmos, nature, the land, They got
partizl but powerful support for this
from Protestant and Jesudt Ohrigtisne
ity. The Bible, which had so often
been used against bourgeols commerce
and finance (anti-usury laws and sance
tions, for example) now seemed to
come out on their side, Genegis one
wag quoted to establish men's dominien
over nature, animsls, and womankind
teo,

Mystery was banished., Where it
refused to stay out, it was grude
gingly allowed back in as something
"irrgtionsl", or "themnoteyeteoone
trolled”, or as "that which lies bee
yond”, This accorded well with the
needs, both of the pious merchsnt and
the intellectusl skeptic, The impore
tant battle had been won, Nature, and
the land that is its shape , now lsy
fallow for full scale rational pro=
greszs in the reslima of industry and
science, The old barriers of awe and
reverence had been burst sgsunder,

ECONOMIC

With their new political eco=
nomy, the western bourgesisie suc-
cessfully undermined traditionsl oone
cepts which had subordinated pro=
rerty and commerce and men's lshor
to deeply religicus and ethical bem
liefs, These beliefs had been rooted
in awe of nature, and in a deeply
ingrained sense that msn was but
part of a long and cosmic chain of
being.

Against theae traditional notions,
a Jabor theory of velue was fashe
ioned first by Locke, later by Adam
Smith, and lster embraced by Marx as
well. In this theory the contribution
of nature to value is depreciated to
a point where it 1is virtually "meane
ingless'=wexcept as & source of "ray®
forces. Such forces mey be seen as
malevolent, certainly chaotic, but
above all organizable.

FCOLITICS

Furthermore man'sg nature, too,
was now seen "objectively" as s set
of forces, the most powerful of which
were held to desires for material
survival and accumulstion. These
forces were "libersted" from the
crusty moral limits of Aristotelian
and medieval Christian politics,
These libersted forces could now




the State of Maine
is cvned by out~cf-sgtaters; 50%+ by
¢ nandful of paper companies and the

other 30% by corperations and families,

Of the 4,058 miles of coastline in
Maine, only 3 miles of it are publie,

Are these trendsreversible? Can
they be even slowed or stopped? How
can we go sbout it?

~Developing a state~wide citizenw
Tounded Land Trust financed by dona=
tions and grants to purchase back
land for locally owned development
projects would be one way.

«Helping to lobby for comprehen—
sive goning programs and publie
goequisition of property, is ancther
WEY .,

=Exploring the possibilities of
anti=trust action with reaspeect to
the concentration of land owner=
shiip 18 & vital third way.

‘he

be used to sccumulate wealth snd
comfort by being organized through
supposedly self-regulating free mar-
ket mechanisms, In addition, new
national constitutional mechanisms
were brought forth through which
competing material interests could
be aggregated sand stabilized with
the help of = powerful State, In
these economic and politics]l schemes
the universsl pursuit of private,
seifish, interest would "automati-
cally” produce public good., Msn
dreamed of "gystems so perfect

thet no one would have to be goodh,

TECENOLOGY

long with these turn= abouts

eligion, philogophy, politics
and economics, a new sttitude fo-
wards lmowledge and technology
beceme dominant, "Knowledge is pow
wer”, exulted Bacon and western bour«
geolis man thereafter, Technology
came now to be venersted as somee
thing virtually good for its own
sake, irrespective of its congee
quences for land and people. It
waa worshipped 28 par excsllence
The means to subdue nature, and to
transfer natural forces into ever
grester instruments for the pro-
duction and consumption of wealth,
The wey seemed clear for undreamed

of material progress.

MAN "ON TOP™

For bourgeois man this went
quite literally to his head. Not
only guk from upder his old antag-
cuist Nature, but now Qn Top! This
was the promise eand the lure.

In 811 this, Nature was still
something to be feared, perhaps now
more thsn ever, for "she" was now
more thean ever seen as chsotic and
tempestuous and dark and "animalis-
tic", even demonic. Therefore "she!
had to be beaten back with sosp and
concerete, with ever purer concepts,

FROM A LAND TRUST PERSPECTIVE

®ibsentee Ownershin of Firms

In Maine a1l six firms employ=
ing more than 2000 workers and 719
of those employing over 500 workers
are absentee~owned. 10 years ago,
only 50% of Maine's largest were
go owned,

Why is this a problem?

=In the 11 vears betwesn 1958
1969 Maine firms headquartered in
this state with over 500 employees
expanded employment by 82% while
corporations owned out=af=state
grew only 2%,

«Absentee corporations also
tend to bank and purchase all their
professional services out of state
rather than in the vicinity of their
plants. And their supplies and mate
erials are usually purchased from
national firms, .

~Lagtly, the personnel of
Absentee corporations have no
reagson to be interested in the

Struggdle

and with ever lsrger buildings and
organizstions, Nature was not to
be listened to or respected, The
very notion was laughed to scorn,
Civilizations which did that (Amer-
ican Indian, Afriean, Asian) ware
laughed to scorn and destroyed,
Neture was now forced to submit
to limitless msnipulation by a
retionalistic enimal, armed with
gophisticated tools, and ectusted
by boundiess desire for power and
things.

THE PRESENT PROSPECT

We live, in the 20th century, in
the advanced stages of Western Bour-
geois class and culture=~in their
twin forms of market and state cap~
italism, of which the United Stetes
end Russie are the leading examples,
Giant economic machines, organized
for the ever more thorough (and,
when possible, benign) exploita~
tion of land, nature, and peonle
loom darkly over the whole world.
They extend the reach of "rationsl~
ized consumer living" everywhere
and direct the policies of nations.

But problems snd contradictions
mount up. The land, Nature itself,
has been in a state of rebellion
for soms time now, People who have
reason to rebel are beginning to
wake up and take notice that their
liberation is closely tied in with
the rebellion of Nature against
urbsnism, rationalism and capite
alism. The opposition, which has
been stirring confusedly for cenw
turies,iz finding new pathwavs and
new, unlooked for, allies, New ten-
dencies, which suggest a synthesis
of peasent and bourgeois attitudes
and ways, are gaining ground in
meny aress. We will return to these
themes in the next article,

by
John Rensenbrink

commwmities from which they make
their profits , and an absentee
firm is quicker to lay off workers
in times of recession than is »
local firm whose management feels
some respensibility for the come
ng.ﬁweo

~-The Land Trust hopes to en=
courage and explore the growth
of community=-owned enterprises
such as cowoperstives, and Come
munity Development Corporations
as well as help develop & system
of credit, training and tech=
nical assistance for low=income
rural people in such self-help
enterprises,

cnerey

_ Probl ar

How should we be planning for
our energy needs without jeo=
pardizing our environment and the
economy of local residents?

~#lscasset Nuclear Power Flant
has shown us the way not to g0,
however what are alternatives
that are reslistic for Maine com=
mumities?

Here again the Land Trust sup-
ports public or cooperative ownerw
ship of power sources which are low-
cally controlled and more sensitive
to the needs of its users, This
could be hydro-electric, solar,
wind, methane, or fusion power if
that Indeed proves to! b ngua
polluting,

Trrotegtion of the Twvirowment,
As more of our land, vater, air,
and other resources are abused by
greed and cerelessness, it becomes
increasingly important to encourage
and work with others equslly inter—
ested in safeguarding what we have
left in this country and varticu-
larly in Maine,
~The Sam Ely Community Land Trust
hopes to work through the Maine
alition for Land Reform with such
ups as Finetree Legal Assistance,
Natural Resources Council

3
The Levt.,

United Low Income Inc,, and others
in support of:
=Eir Quslity Standards
=Wetlands Protection
=Floodplain Zoning
=Stringent mining controls
~Shoreline protection meassures
-=Baxter Wilderness Freserve
=And strong State Environmental
Poliey in general,

It must be stressed that the Land
Trust itself serves only as trustee
of the land, As such, its suthority
includes a few matters such ss selling
or sub=leasing the land, inheritence
rights, natural resource rights, and
1imits on speculation and improvements

The Trust is responsible for guare
anteeing only that the land is used
to acheive the specified social DU
rases. To carry oub responsibilities
beyond this, such a trust will norm-
ally encourage the formation of other
organizations, such as Commumity Dev=
elopment Corporations, or work with
existing organizations,
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Friernda:

Have you reckon’d & thousend scres much?

Have you reckon’d the earth much?
re the black bear is searching for roots or honey,
r& the beaver pats the mud with his paddle=ghaped

where the quall 1s whistling betwixt the woods and
the whest=1lot,
where the cheesecloth hangs in the kitshen,

where the heifers browse,
whare the hummingbird shimmers.....

and here and there with dimes on the eves wallking

to feed the greed of the belly the brains 1ibe

tail,

erally spooning

the 1ittle plentiful menikins skipping arcund
in collars and tail'd coats
{0 eternal Scrooge!)

Foots end leaves themselves alone are these

geents brought to men and women
from the wildwwoods and pond-side

antt three scythes st harvest whizzing in s row

from thres angels with shirts begp'd out at their

o

hod T or you poecketless of & dime may purchsse
the piek of the sarth
Arnd to glance with an eve or show 2 bean in its pad

wyalatas

IT you bring the warmth of the sun
the bude will unfold sznd bring forth form snd color

If you bacome the aliment and the wet

they will become flovers, fruits,

confounds the learning of all tinmes

™

I woundd like to work on the fund
redsing campaign., I now live in the
Sebago Lake area, But before I do

I would like to speak to some one
on the committee that knows a grest
deal about the hopes of this "land
trugt", This enables me to be able
to speak about it intelligently.
Thark vou,

Jacqueline Sonenson

Note: Page 1 features an article on
the training session to be held
Februsry third, in Orone, on the
fund raising campaign, Anyone who
feels they would like to work on
fund-raising campaign but need

more information/encouragement is
invited to come, It should be an
educating experience for all of us.

Desy "3am"

; Mwsowpnma that on your listing
\Pe /) of your Boerd of Trustees,
you don't have my address, This is
100 bad because I wouldn't want to
miss 8 single issue of the Mzipe

; Advecete, John Rensenbrink's
article, "The Land Struggle", was
gs fine an historical gnalysis of
what's going on as I heve read any=
whers, and it was done with much
senaitivity, Please keep me informed

I think your readers wouwld like
to know that the newsletter of the
Maine Orgenic Foods Assoeistion,
which I edit, is free to those who
request 1t through the Extension
Office, P,0. Box 778, Lewiston, Me,
In it I hope you will find much ef
interest to homesteaders and gare
deners, Unfortunstely we are not
gble to include information on
gwepping or selling any more,

Also, would anyone interested in
working out the details of a Home=
atead Act" for Meine {or the U,8,)
piesse get in touch with me, I am
presently trying to find out what
Gaylord Nelson's doing on this, Call
GG8=L 580 or write,

Abbie Page

RFD #1

Jackson Road
Foland Springs,
Malne 04274

Being originally from the Veighe
boring state, New Hampshire, I feel,
after examining the information on
yeur Lend Trust, you are on the
right track”. _

I can remember, only five sher
years ago, many plessgant weeks at
lske Winnipessukee. Now, in the
time past, the Chsmber of lommerce
of Wolfeboro, New Hampshire has
labled the lake "America's Cldest
Summer Resort." Lake Winnipesaukee,
the largest body of water in New
England, now and is continously be=
ing polluted to the extent of quese
tionable clean-upi

This, as you have outlined in the
Sam Ely Land Trust, is only one of
many reasons for pecople like my=
gelf who have settled in Maine and
now have felt the pressure caused
by tourism and pollution again,

Ken MacDonald
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"I beliesve that the cyele of man is
but one of many life cyules and that
the continuance of man's cycle is
dependent upen the cyeles of wabter.
sarti, sun and on the continuance
of other life cyeles from the miero
to the macrescoplic,”

FROM A FROSPECTIVE MAINE COMM,
LAND TRUST MEMBER

tall branches snd trees,

from Walt Whitmen
f £
(fragments sewn from Lesves of Grass)

Dear Friends in the land Trust:

I would 1like to suggest an ides
for the Land Trust to consider as
one of its first projects. Hope=
fully the trust will start acguir-
ing land soon. I hope thst one of
the first parcels of land secquired
would be recreationsl in purpose.
My reasons for urging this are:

1. It would help in petting our
"feet wet' in learning the tech~
nigques of acquiring end caring for
land,

2, It would be a contact point
with the public; serving as a re-
creational place and as a gathering
place for people desiring outside
activities,

3. Any monies received from the
uge of the area eouwld help in some
of the expenses of the trust,

4e It could provide a living for
an imaginative and energetic mans~
ger-caretaker.

5. The land could be used as
collatoral for low income people
needing help with bail,

This last point is an impor-
tant one for me as there are many
young and low income people who
gerve long periods of dead time in
the county jails bscause they canft
find bail, A means could be worked
out which would insure the land in
such a scheme. We should be worike

ing with other folks struggling for
Justice., After all, once we ge-

guire land we are part of the prive
iledged in society.
In the Lambfs war!
Chadigh

“The story of land is older than
the story of man., Land came first;
no man created it,  Every society,
large or smell, must devise ways in
which its members will share this
gift, Members of society must also
determine under what conditieons the
land will be passed on to the next
generation. And they must decide
if, when and how it may be traded
with others." p. xiii ZIhe Commun-
Aty land Irust: A Guide to s New
todel for land Ienure Jin & 5
International Independence Instite
ute, (For copies of this important
book inquire at the Land Trust
Office, the price for the book is
$3.50. |




Un & day last week I was stopped
by Sam's Uncle near the post office
in Treedom where he lives, It was
nippy out, But Sam's Uncle wanted
to tell, You know how he loves to
talk, T wish I could capture his
style, because the givle is very
much the men, He's very well in-
formed and very experienced about
things, S0 I kept slapping my
hands and shifting my feet while
he talked.

"Pidje read those pleces in the
r6s (he meant the New York Times),
front page they were, on the South
Bronx in New York Clty? Most fright-
ening thing I've read In s long
time, Talk about things falling a=
parti Talk about the edge of doom!
The reporter says its like the end
of civilizetion. Four hundred thoue
sand folks jemmed into that part

£ the city. No heat, Bands of wild
roaming the streets, Bandg of

g in terror of their lives
wwmw@ angd dav. Vew buildings gutted
i a year. No jobs, Ho order, Ho
prospects, No meaning, ¥

He paused, "What frightens me, "
he said, "ig that this can happen,
wm wmﬂwmﬁwsm” in my lend, in the
tend I love,,,,thst shouldnft haym
ren to what you love i
2 little and his voice was tremu-
wmwm for a moment on the blue winter
air,

"Hut va know", he gtarted in a=
gain, "that ain’'t but half of it,

Friends,

youth going crazy in the streets,

" His head ferked

Conversations With Sam’s Uncle

by Sam's Unclets friend

‘There's other things going on, all
over this country, and the world
too. Geod things. Like you hear that
Toronto has up and deecided their
cityts big enough; and thevire

not going to let 1t get bigger; and
they're going to bulld a beautiful
rapld transit system and pet awvay
from traffic jams and all thig cone
crete. Now that's using you head®,
he said.

"And what sbout this woman in
Houston,Texas, who saved & 1lb-nmile
river-the last natural river in
that part of the country, that's
what they said- saved this river
from being taken over and destroved
by developers~ it wag going to be
reghapen into a drainage ditch.

That's what they're called",
he said, in a bemuged voice,"dev-
glopera=now ain't that sumpinl...
Gourse the big corporations were
behind fem, and the dsual poliw
ticians, But she beat 'em alli"

#Now if that sort of thing ean
heppen in Texas!" he said, "Well
thet's got to mean something! Or
take that county in New York-Suf-
folk I think it is. Ther're plan-
ning to put at lesst 2,000 acres
of farmland into & land bank=the

gort of thine where the farmers
on the land sell the land to

the land bank and lease it back,
And the land ig to remain pere
manently out of the market=the mape

ket of developers and speculators,
that is." _

e need moﬁmﬁwwsm like that

in erder to cover publishing & mailing costs, the Advecats has to go on a

subseription basis. Subscription rate for a vear will be $3,00, which

covers only those tWwo bhasic costs,

If you would like to keep receiving the Advocate, please fill in and send
the coupon below to the Maine Land Advocate, P.0,Box 136, Brunswick, Maine,
T you cammot afford a subseription at this time, please indicate on the

eoupen, Arrangements can be made,
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right here in Maine,"he added re-
flectively. "We need it bad.”

"But you see the point, dontcha?®
he said, "These are just examples
of things going on in the last itwo
or three months alone, Pecple are
startin' to wise up & little bit,
Something's beginning Lo happen.
Something is startin' to move. In
Maine too= I see people getiing ito~
gether more and finding oub what
the problem is and what to do a=
bout ft.n

"Don't get me wrong," he said
suddenly, after a look around at
the town and the weather, "I'm not
saying these things make up for what!
going to pisces elsewhere and in
general., But there are people now
whe are beginning to get the mese
sage. That something stinks. That
something can be done about 1t. Some=
thing fundamental=like rescuing the
land,”

"It may only be the size of & mant
hand on the horizon', and he waved
his arm,"like it says in the D14
Tegtement. But it's growing,” he
seid. "It's growing.V

I realized when he'd finished
and he'd walked away, that I wasntt
feeling cold, My heart and my mind
were going too fast for that to mate-
ter much.

I was thinking sbout America-=the
America Sem's Uncle loved, and that
I loved. And about the meaning of
the land..And the meanirg A

strugple for survival, ves, and for

happiness, and freedon. Lotsa things.
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1 ee Lo exchange Laws" as & first step for incor- relatad issuesg mﬂm,mwmo to attain
wﬂmmwwwmwww mmwmfmwwwnm mwﬁﬁw&.@mmmow poration. Some of the items inw a broad gmmwmﬁmumu.ﬁmw.mmwﬁpmawmﬂgwmw
the Hovs Scotia Lend Trust around eluded are: ) and @ﬁams regources W I
ot Sinas wne. o wo o MWPBmm Mwﬁswwmwum mca&uw%asmwwq important is broade-
urpcse of promoting, stimule - y impor .
wmuwwmw MMW@MMMmmwwwmeMwwwwmnMww Mﬂgvgmwwnusm the esiablishment of gning our support base by mmwmwwumsm
Mﬁ@@WﬁWw@@m mﬁmumm& grant; the a permanent non-profit, charitable ing a strong sc@w@Wm 0% people wamﬁ -
workers planning to do some income corporation to be called "land ed on the growth of friendship an
wmwmm% to help each other out, Trust”s the purpeses of this corp~ tyust, so that the land Trust may
Wmem roieet for L.Tl.P. involves oretion being to take land osﬁ,ow be planted on firm soil in Nova
5,m%nM¢MMm map overlay project. the commodity market; to hold it Scotia. By educating others as to
mmngsmiow the Trust are making a in trust for future generations; our growth and findings we can 2id
series of maps showing different and to encourage use consistent ir the development of = regional
agpects of Novas Seotls land use with ecologlcal eand environmental congciousness and spirit as well as
on transparent plsstic which is wwwmowmwmmwwwamww% to gather infore better use of our earth.

ﬁ%mm”& mww ﬁMMGMWWM%WMMMHWM@MHﬂWHM mation on all topics relevant to The office of the Assgocistion

.mwmmsmmhgmwm in schools P Land Trust; to remain informed of iss ¢/o Paul Armstrong, 2415 Connaught
o Folke in the Nova WQO&Mm the actions of other organizations Ave,, Balifax, Nove Scotia.
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