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. Salt Lake City has a downtawn area
&h at is certainly going places.

- Until a few years ago, the place the
downtown area was going was steadily
downhill, as urban décay eroded proper-
ty values while merchants and shoppers
fied to the suburbs.

But the turnaround siarted when the -

construction of the Salt Palace was
followed by a downtown building boom
that ha% included malls, hotels, and
pablic facilities like the concert hall.

Bore recenﬂy, this hoom has come to

include a number of complexes contain-

ing not only commercial establishments
but also new high-density residences in
the heart of the downtown area.

The latest such addition to this part of
the effort to make the downtovwn area a
better place to work and live can be seen
in the preliminary plans outlined this
week for developing five blocks around
Pioneer Park..

These particular plans include be-
tween 840 and 1,050 new housing tinits in
avout 25 bulidings plus new landscaping,
footpaths,
putlets,

And commercial-retail

Like a few other recent developments
in the downtown area, this one would be
partly subsidized by local taxpayers.
Such tax increment proposals, as they
are called, pay off because the resuliing
development strengthens the cify's fax
base and uiﬂmateiy generates new
revenue.

T‘here § a limit to how many such

projecis the taxpayers should be ex-

pected to help finance at any piven time.
Bul clearly the redevelopment proiect

proposed in the Pmneer Park area 13 not

the place to draw the line,

The housing contemplated for thn»,
particular project inclydes units in the
middle-income range. That’s important
if the downtown area, as a resideniial
location, is not to become just an enciave
for the affluent and a ghetto for the poor.
A befter rnix is essential to a healthy
commurily. :

Also, downtown developn:ient can

_ proceed in 2 move yniform and orderly

manner if several blocks are improved
and redeveloped all, g er'mce rather than
doing the job p}.eﬂemeaﬁ, ‘ :

The proximity of this particular
projeet to the park and 16 the D&RG and
Union Pacific depols showld make the
vroposed new mmpiex esnemai}y desir-
able.

Morecver, likg ather such projects,
ahything that gets more people to live in
the downtown aréa helps downtown
merchants, f1ghts irban sprawl, gener-
ates other dowhitown improvements, and
saves energy by curtadxng long commut-
ing trips. ‘

In brief, the proposed redevelonme*x%

 project around Pioneer Park reflects an

encouraging trend. Salt Lake City can

" keep growing net just by spilling out-

ward but by growing inward and u;;mvarr1
with downtown high-rises. :
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