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Dec, 1, 1972 MAINE LAND REFORM THROUGH COOPERATIVE ACTION Voi. 1, No.2
g€
got borned!" sxulted o
of the planning committee
Saturday afterncon on the day
L Ely Community Tand Trust was
mded on Fovember L, in Tast Vas-
horo.
had been plenty of anxietiss

tier in the day. "Suppose no-
shows up?", or "What if we get
-4 5 e oy o

really work? na
adership group can't or

gat expanded?™, or ¥ What if
et sticky and leave-a bad
or"Supposing we don't

i organizationt!,
g5 begen slowly and some
left, But gradually numbers
gsed-t0 about 125 by mid-after-
and go did the momentum. Bob
's keynote stressed the impor-

of viewing the Land Trust not

g

: <t
LoEs a8 T

2% & cateh all and cure all for
sverybody's problems, but as ons
Tectlve vehicle to achieve a

Amited but fundamental design,
That design is the transformation
of land from property +o trusterty. .
Ecological and econcmic abuses of
land are thereby curtailed if not
altogether eliminated. Beyond that,
the trust does not demand the pur-
sult of certain styles of life over
that of others. Nor, in Swann's views,
does it demand, for example, the
absolute non-use of pesticides or
restriction on family size.

People had a lot to say-there
Were many questionsand many points
of view. 4 debate arcse over the
“ind of workshops we should have,
A workshop on low income perspect-
ives was agresd to early. So was one
on money and assorted practical
auestions of Land Trust operations,
arter Lee Young, Bowdoin economics
professor and management congultant,
had chided the meeting on being blage
on such crucial matters, But a hassle
gErew up over the plamning commitice's
recommendation to have separate work-
shops on New Towns and homesteading.
sre there any vital differences?,
fome wondered. Others were sure there
were and that they deserved separate
panels. Lunch intervened. After-
warcs & large group did divide in

(continued on p. 7}
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Baxter State Park, that
magnificent 200,000 acre
chunk of wildland that is to
be held in trust for all gen-
erations in a "forever wild"
State is about to be ravaged
by the corporate greed of Great
Northern Paper Co. through the
cooperation of the Park Authority
(Made up of the Attorney General,
the Fish & Game Commissioner,
and the Forestry Commissioner, )

The wildest, most remote
sectlon of the park has been
opened %o the power saws of
Great Northern Faper (o. in
4 give-away in which the park
authority "swapped" cutting
rights in the southern section
of the park near Mt. Katadin
and the park's entrance for
cutting rights in the remote
northernmost resches of the
park,

We belisve:
L. There should be no cutting
in the park at all.
2. It would do less harm for
Great Northern to continue to
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‘cut in the southern section,
than to allow them to cut in
the near virgin northern
section., Moreover, Graat
Northern had finished all the
cutting it was going to do in
‘the southern section, even
though they had threatened to
cut more,
3. The deal to allow Great
Northern to cut in the north-
ern section is the give-away
of a public resource worth
millions of dollars to the
People of Mains,
Why should there be no cutting
in the Park at all?
. Back in the 1%920's Percival
“mmxwmwm then governor of Maine,
tried to get the state to acquire
what is now Baxter State Park.
Not being successful, he set
out to buy the land and put it
in public tryust himself, Over
30 years time he acquired various
parcels of wilderness and deeded
them to the state.
In 1955 upon conveying another
parcel to the state Coverncr
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Baxter said, "In the years fto

ihen the forests of our state

cut off and disgppeared,

civilization has encroached

the land we now refer to as
dland'this park will give the

Le of succedding gensrations a

g exampie of what the State

ine was 'in the good old days!

sefore the song of the woodsman's

exe and the whine of the power saw
heard in the land.”

He further expressed a hope :4de

peoples of Maine ag time passe
appreclate this park and wymc

state will never break these

trusts, !

How the wildest, most remote
w wrm ﬁmwﬂ is ovmﬁ o

wﬁmﬁ horrifies us and would
horrified Governor Baxter in
ifetine,

2ars ago, when Baxber bought
wmﬁa in %he soubhern sectiom
L6,000 acres from Great North-
the company kept the cutting

s until December 1, 1973.

2 Northern had been cutdving in
vhis area from 1964 until 1970,
they stopped and pulled their
out of the park., This is the
wpfzmamﬁ evidence that ON was not
oing to cut anymore in the park.
g6, earlier this year the company
snnounced 1t would abandon the

ad leading to that part of ths
park, 1t the read to the state
since the ooavmw% ne longer had
‘any use for it nor did it want to
pay for the reads' maintenancs.
However, a few wesks ago, Great
thern threatenad to undertake
massive cubbing operation of
L00,000 cords in this southern
section to meet the Dec. 1,

1973 deadline. This operation would
have to have been 3 times the size
of a typical operation,

Suppesedly, in an effort to save
most used southern ssetion
from the proposed massive cubting
operatlion, the park authority
oftfered to swap the cutting rights
in the scuth for those in the norbth-
the practically unused section of
park, Controversary surrounded
situation when the authority

ol secret a land survey of thetim-
resources of the two sections.
the park involved, Only when a
Llic "Right-to-Know law!" suit was

o o

i
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Ry Hr m:osmm among obher
w&m Tmn the northern region

far richer in the timber %the
company prizes most.

any pecple, including former
supervisor Harry Kearney, have
charged this whole deal is just &

ay bo open the northern LL,000 acres-
of the park--to timber harvest-

h%@wmm¢20ﬁﬁw@wﬁwmmmwwmmmw

ﬁwszoQH*aocHQmoosoE:
in the south,.

Chamberlgin of Lincoln, a

aﬁo used to work for GN

., "It is not remotely possible

harvest this amount of wood 1in
southern 2nd of the park. The

od i1g too emall and the terrain

too tough,

e ————

The onee gecret land survey of
both mmoﬁwomm done by the Jamss
W, Sewall Co. of 013 Town shows
about H@Owooo cords of spruce, fir,
and mixed hardwoods in the southern
section, Most of it is small in
size, only suitable for pulpwood

$6 a cord,

Howgver, in the northern town-
ships there is prime guality pulp-
Wwood and saw Limber suitables for
lumber, This saw timber will go $10
or more a corc, in contrast to ths
%5 a cord for pulp in the southern

section. The park aubhority is
encouraging the cubtting of zaw tim-
ber in the north rather than pulp-

wood, Tt i1s estimated that Great
Northern wonld gain $1.1 million
worth of saw timber if the cutting
rights in the north were granted,
The company also benefits from a
two vear extensicon, Lo the summer
of 197%. ‘Although GN is "giving up"
cutting rights of 160,000 cords in
the south for 111,000 cords in the
north, 1t 1s gaining much more in
dollar value.

Speculation about a desl is in-
creased when we learn that last
July, about the time discussions of
the "swap" began with the authority,
OGN began negotiations for the Pink-
ham Lumber Co. in Ashland, just LO
miles north of the park. Pinkham is
Maine'!s largest lumber mill., Since
GN's "golden road" runs above the
park allowing easy access to this
northern section and since GN iz pre-
sently connecting its road system
to provide a direct route to its
new mill, we have little doubt that
GN has Just pulled off cne of ths
biggest "timber grabs" in Maine's
history.

What can be done? Many of us
would like to see bthis decision by
the Parl Authority %mqummm. Appar-
ently, we have six months, o seek
reversal of the Qwowmwoﬁ%mamcmm Gl
st submit to the Park Authority
plans for cutting and read building
gix months before harvesting or
construction begins.

wWe don't have any sure wavs to
preserve Baxfer Park, bubt we have
suggestions of possible activities
that can be discussed.
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their ouvtrage publiically at this
viclation of the land and for-

ests, and the rights of the People
of Maine and the btrust of Percival
Baxter.

(Wayme Faguette can be reached at:

-

L. We need people to express their

2. Cltizens ﬁo Save Baxter Stats
Park is a newly formed organization
led by amwﬁm mm@zm&ﬁmw g University
Maine student from Hampden, Through
this organization, perhaps, if ;
it was built-up state-wide, we could
mobilize public pressure to re-
varse thls decisgilon,

3. We might try to take the Baxter
State Park Authority to court.Ob-

taining & restraining order to pre-
vent Great Northern from cutting

on grounds that the decision by the
Authority violates the conditions
of the Baxber Trust might be fruit-
ful,

L. Overruling the Park Authority's
decleglon by bringing the question
tothe People of Maine via a refer-
endum question is another tactic,
We could demand that the legisla-
ture bring the gquestion to a refer-
endum vote. that doesn't work,

e might obtain about LS5,000 sign-
atures ve bring the question %o
referendun Oﬁﬁmmwﬁmm
5. We might attempt to change the
trustees of the Park, recogrnizing
ﬁwmﬁ they do net represent the in-

erests of the Trust as ocublined by
wym late Governor Percival Baxter.

Baxter Park has been threatened
before, from snowmobiles, from de-
follating herbicides, and carsless.
visitors, This latest threat by
Great Northern and the "trusteeg'
themselvss must be seen in the con-
bext of long, and continuous strug-
gle to SAVE THE PABRK. Long Live Bay-
ter State Park!

by John Newton

862-L02L, or by sending a letter to
P.0.Box 131, Hampden, Maine.)
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his return.
mountain p
his leaving, but he
last the king gave hinm p
to go, bub angrily warned him that
those who had tasted the wine of
Katahdin could no longer livs among
men, Lightning bade her lover fare-
well, saying, 'Go, but tomorrow ab
sunset I come and thou wilt not
forsake me.! Kinaldo made his way
down over the rocks and g+ length
reached him home village; he thought
he had been away only a short time,
but he found many changes had taken
place and Winona was already a
woman. In spite of his joy over
Sgeing his friends and Kinfollk

=S Lesd and Uneasy,
As evening came a storm began to
gather over Katahdin and he heard
the mutter of the Thunders, which

rrilssion

The Thunders came closer and g
terror seized him; but suddenly

he gaw his loved one among the
thunderheads. A blinding streak
of lightning seemed to reach out
and seize Kinaldo. When the stornm
cleared, Katahdin was bathed in

glittering light and the dead war-
rior lay as aslsep at the foot of

~-MAINE CONSTITUT ION--
DECLARATION OF RIGHTS

3ec. L. All men are born equal-
1y free and independent, and have
certain natural, inherent and un-
alienable rights, among which are

those of enjoying and defending |
Life and liberty, acquiring, posses- §
sing and protecting property, and
of pursuing and obtaining safety
and happiness,

Sec. 2. All power is inherent
in the people; all free governments
are founded in their authority and
instituted for their benefit; they
have therefore an unalisnable and
indefeasible right to institute
govermment, and to alter, reform,
or totally change the same, when
their safety and happiness requirs
it.




.m.noaﬁwmsmm. Multi-
oorations exploit the
atriate profits back

mwmﬁ@w_mﬁﬂ_
nationdl ¢o

economy: and
“bo the high income bedroom enclaves
of greater oston, Comnecticut and
New Yorks

New industries coming in provide
few jobs for the swelling number of
unemployed Mainé people, Tourism,

highly touted by outside ald-givers
in underdeveloped countries, is being
pushed hard in Maine oo, but is

ong the lowest pgld industries in
naticn.

Various ethnic groups, especially
ranco~Americans, have long been

in a2 sbate of economic

Lity and thinly disguised

d class citilzenship.

The price of living is too high;
the standard of living for the
magses  of people in Lown and
country 1s too lLow,

Finally, the land, rivers and
of Maine have been cruelly
abuged, and now more wﬁmm aver

i

A T
1 {16

stand rmgmw the dwwwmﬁ of los
wSmdriﬁmﬁHomg he possibility of
ecocloglcal and dﬁmﬁawOﬂm of human
awmm ster grows undsr the unremitting
pregsure for profits of the greset
corporations and the swarms of

big time and small time speculators.

Hative and Newcomer Bub Maine is
also mHommw to older traditiong--of
self-reliance and neighborliiness,

for example--than many parts of ﬁwm
country. This is so, partly because

we have so far been spared
the intensive industrizlization
and urbanization of the Eastern
seaboard; and partly because
the native Mainer has stoutly
resisted change in its modsrn
rationalist and materialist forms,
In the past seversl decades,
the natives have been joined by
a groving number of urban  and
suburban refugees locking for s
better way to live, on the land
and with others. These two,
native and newcomer, don't always
agree or get along. They often
mistrust each other, perhaps
bgcause many newcomers have

snobbish attitudes and carry
citified, rationalistic and
materialist values with them--
or are often perceived that way.

A Gathering Storm All of
this puts Maine in the forefront
of a gathering storm. Two world
historical forces are clashing
on and over Maine's earth.

Many engagements have already been
fought. Bubt the struggle will
intensify.

Both forces have their roots
deep in the history of the
industrial revoluficn, The first
is the seversl centuries old
regtless and hegemonial
expansionism of commercial and
industrial capital, Its spirit
hag been deeply charged by thedesire
for rational perfection and control
over nature. Its main vehicles
have been corporate concentration,
centralized bureaucracy, and a
passion for materisl progress,

The second force is an almost
equally old, hitherto half-apolo-
getic and ﬁogmm&dow but now
increasingly robust and realistdic
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truggle

movement for a self-reliant,
decentralized and scologically
balanced economy; for neighborhood
and community oriented social
struetures: and for the qualities
of personal and inter-personal
life.

Hegemeny  The first force has
been dominant in the West since the
Renaissance, the Reformation, and
the rise of a new and revolubionary
commercial and industrial middle
class, commonly referred to as the
Wegtern bourgeolsie, Teday, it 18
the multi-national corporations and
banks, with their far-flung
emplres of production and exchange

that carry on un-abated the spirit
of raticonalism and material
hegemony that began in Western
Eurcope thres to four hundred years
150,

A Puzzled Spirit The second
force grew up 1n reaction to the
first, It has beem a puzzled
and troubled spirit, gensrally on
the defensive, often angry ir
style, often righteous, often
tragic and martyrlike, tils a
spirlt of dismay at seeing
progress pursued in only quan~
titative and matérial terms, It
is a spirit of distress and
defiance at the seemingly wanton
destruction of land and beauty
and of people’s lives rent
asunder by enclosures and wofmz
closures; bulldozers and wmww
ghettoed land and stinking
streamns

It is a spirit that has allied
itself with, or found expression
in, a whole gamut of individual
and sccial movemsnts over the past
three hundred years: landed




The Land Struggle

aristocrats, poor peasants and
farmers, mechine wreckers in the
factories, alienated artists and
bel tuals by the thousands,
d workers, oppressed
women, small merchants and trades-
men up againgt the wall of
monopely capital and the gtate
"retired" people, colonialized
raceg, and mere. The list
indicates how all-over-the-place
this maww$¢ hag been--now waging
the rsacilonary siruggles of
d aristocrats against the
regressive power of commercial
pital: now going te bat for the
e and the unemployved;now
pwm for the rights of
n:; now galvanizing a populist
>wﬂfﬂan on kehalf of small
businessmen and farmers.
dostalpia, . ,the Noble Savags
wyr ommﬁz@womu wSWm m@wuwd

wo mesH@. ame @ﬁ@ﬁmg
. in the face of the
2xpangive and stridently rational
utopian spirit of control over
nature of the western bourgeoisie.
_,mmmﬁmmswwwy this spirift has
taken many forms, Barly on, it
expressed 1bself in a nostalgia
for ¢ past when mankind seemed
much closer to nature--a senti-
menhballizing of " medieval!
craftemanship and peasant life.
:on bthere came a direct appeal
ture ag something pure and
good but made dirty by the growsh
of reason, the arts and sclences.
The myth of the noble savage crept
s western consclousness,
ere then alsc evolved the
of the "misunderstood” artist
intellectual--the man of
gibility pursulng his own course
raglc confllct with Soclety,
thdrawing o the fringes
society too crass and
mechanistic to allow him scope for
1ife. Concurrently, there evolvad
the myth of the alienated worker,
facing spiritual as well as material
ruiln from the omward march of
technolegy and the assembly lhne.
Later still there erupted a

rebellion against @HO&mmmPOﬁmHPmaw
often on behalf of, and in
glorification of, the common man
and the common arts. And, more
recently, the sensitivity and
gestalt therapy movements push hard
for a return to feeling in the face
of the hyper hsad-games of super-
rationalist man,

Heroces As further indication
of the soritucus windings in the
Journey of this spirit over the
cepturies, consider the names one
may assonlate with it. Edmund
Burke, defender of the American
Revolution, comes early to mind,
hig powerful plea for the "unbought
grace of life” against what he saw
as the spirit of "political geom-
eters and rablonalizers™ in the
French Revolubion. And Jean
Jacgues Rousseaw whose pasgsion for
nature, for sensitivity, self-
reliance and direct demdoracy in
the teeth of the commerical
rapublic can never bhe forgotten.
And Karl Marxz, whose insight into
the natures of alienaticn, and

analysis of the commerical republic
as the inversion of use value and
exchange value helped the puzzled
spilrit of opposition to become
more scientific and realistic,

And Ralph Waldo Emerson who
gaw so clearly  that "things were
in the saddle, then ride mankind!"
And Frederick Nietzsche, whose
battle against the anti-sepitlc and
trivializing mediccrity of an cverly
raticnalized soclety gave courage to
generations of young people. And
William Morrig, and Rosa Luxembourg
and Henry George and Walt Whitman
and Yeats, Fcund, Elict, Frest

- Dewey, Wilhelm Reich, Simone de

Beauvoir, C.2. Lewis, Martin
Luther Xing and so many more.

We see that 1t is posgsible to
go well beyond pre-industrial man's
relation to nature which was so
deeply imbued by z sense of the
power and sontrol of nature over
him, And, cenversely, we see that
it is necessary to reject, and go
well beyond, the raticnalist and
utoplan dream of the control and
power of man over nature.

Summary Note Two things have
been advanced in this article.
First, that Maine {(and this
probably applies as much to Vermont
and New Hampshire) is becoming
more and more a kind of frontier
battleground between two historical
forces that have emerged cubt of the
industrial revolution. Roughly

A New Helgtion to Nature
Slowly, through all of these
twistings and turnings of an
outraged spirit, there grad-
ually is emerging & clearer sense
of man's relatlon to nature and
te himself. This relation is
beginning to be seen and feli as
at once actilve, inventive, and
talking and at the same Time
yvielding, receptive and listening.
The women's liberation movement,
the black libveratilon movement,
and the ecology movement reflect
this  surer spirit to a great
degree and are making gigantic
contributicns to 1ts greater
gnergy and realism.

We are becoming aware--maybe
for the first time in the histeory
of mankind--that nature, the earth,
the land, and the cosmos 1tsé&lf,
is a being to cooperate with and
interact with, Indeed, thatl we
are pnature. That we are of land
and earth and cosmos. That we are
not earth beound, but that we are
garth-borne.

gpeaking they are: the unlimited
growth, profit oriented gigantic
corperation versus the limited
growbh, use oriented QmomzﬁmeWNma
community.

Second, that what is close to
the heart of the matter in the
struggle between these two forcas
is a basic attitude towards land
and nature: an attituds
of power and control versus
an attitude of interaction and
cooperation,

These two contenbions  nsed
to be discussed, explored and
argued about. I hope pecple will
feel that the Maine Land Advocate
ig a2 good place in which Lo do
this. I hope to write later
articles examining what has been
advanced here im greater detail.
And I hope to work out the
implicaticns for a strategy of
social change; for the relationship
between the personazl and the
political; and for the relationship
of humankind to technology.

John Rensenbrink




Law states %
in Northern
of public and reserved
in the event
than 250
from the smaller
which comprise
dlands under

ons of more

only remaining wi
ontrol in the stat
ion introduc
“sting plan

begame kno

L O
o

he legislati
rmined their use

3

porate .
aing's

With

o change

he process
ights and com-
tand could
or example,
al Limit of people

bther startling facts
n when the exis
cret 100 pags s
partmental Committes on
aled last

tence of

by

gity
who

sic research

£

e e

lr@e -
{eap

q
work
&}

£

or v

e

IS

kN

i0ts

the 1700's and sarly 1.800's can

be amended to meet the land nesds
of 1972, This was recently confirm-
ed by Assistant Attorney UGenersl
Lee M. 3chepps who conducted the
study this swmer and who now,
along with Attorney Gensral James
S, Erwin, refuses to make the
report public,

Thase lots are scattersd through-
out the sight million acres of
public domain that Maine inherited
from Massachussetts upon State-
hood in 1820; 957 of which were
then sold or given away by 1890,
moshly to lumber companies,

Thelr current real estate value,
based on recent selling prices of
ordinary forest lands is wsll over
30 million dollars, however their
‘af'ten choice leocation places their
probable worth as recreational lands
many times higher.” Even now, com-
paniss which have been leasing tim-
ber rights on state lands for as
Low as, in gome casas, as $50 per

5 ¢

usand acres, will think nothing

then re-~leasing the cub land
to sportsmen at many bimes what
they pay the state for cutting
rights. Cther plans also under
way inclade one by a Mr. John
Marden of Concord, Mass. to deve
elop an entire ski resort on one
side of Mt. Bigelow bordering
Flagstaff Lake, even though an
original plan by the State Parks
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and Recreatlon envisioned setting
agide at least 12,000 acres as
& wllderness gzone, This area is
considered in Maine as being
gecond only %o the ML, Katahdin
region in fterms of scenic beguty,
There is still unfortunately,
gome guestion as te whether these
lots must be held in ftrust and
protected for use by inhabitants
of the unorganized territories,
subject now,cof courss, to the
guidelines of the recently created
Land Use Regulation Commission.

The constitutional provision saying

as much has never been lLiterslly
interpreted, which explains in
part why Erwin wants the antire
guestion settled privately by the
Supreme Judicial Court.

The issues are important public
ones however, and concern everyone.

Much more widespread debate over the
P

many unanswered guestions and an
intensive examination of possible
solutions to the complex problens
of land ownershiv and community
control over the allocaticn of
resources is sbsolutely nscessary
beginning now.

States Gibbon, "The ey conclusions
: ¥

(of the public lots survey) are nob

gnough to be helpful fto any legislator

who wants to do a job with it. The
whole report must come out,”

REC
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zlong the lines of "homesteaders®
and "Wew Towng", A workshops on cone

servancy falled to materialize,

Slpsils Ganesahoway created a
deep and guiet mood in her brief
Tenarks on the meaning of the land
in Indian bradition,

Hick Karg then chaired a brief
sessilon explaining the workings of
the electoral process. Thersafter,
three caucuses formed, one of tech-
nlcal pesople, one of people intend-
ing to live on Trust land, and one
of lay defenders of the land. Fach
carcus chose four delegates and two
alternates, the technicsl caucus
cting its representatives, and

other caucuses selecting half
Lot and half by election. Fach
20g also chose women and men in
: numbers. This took about half
an hour. The people then divided
into three groups~ those under ftwen-
ty(and over ten}, men over 20, and
women over Z0. Dach group selected
Tour delegates and two alternates,
one half by elscbion, and one half
by lot, This took aboub 20 minutes,

The new board of 2L members and

legates met briefly. Theyv chose
a convener, Ms, Judy Rosen of Car-
ibou, for the final plenary of the
i nd for the first mesting of the
» December 2 in Bangor was set
www%mmﬁgwwmomomdﬁmﬁMme

e

The final plenary-climired by Ms.
Rosen= heard reports from several
workshops and caucuses and con-
firmed the establishment of two
committees,

The workshop on the pragmatic
te of keeping the trust slive
ted that Sam Ely ought to ex-

spend at least 325,000 for
next year. "The worst thing thet
can nappen Lo you, " said Lee Young.

L5 Lo plan a2 small, unrealistic
The workshop concluded that
way to raise the money would
ko omany small donations;

"fat cats" should not be
lgnored, :

The plenary debated the method of
representation for groups such ag

United Low Income, and decided

that for the present there should
be immediate efforts at establishe--
ing liaison between the ULT and Sam
Ely,

The caucus of technical people had
earlier formed a panel to aect in an
advigory capacity to the Trust. Eight-
een people had agreed to join under
the general leadership of Lee Young.
This development was endorsed by the
plenary, So too was a general resource
committee that had been formed by the
eariier workshop on New Towns. Mem-
bers of the "homesteaders" workshop
expressed an interest in joining this
committee, Others were also encour-
aged to join. The first meeting of
this new Resources Committee was
announced for Saturday, November 18,
in Rockport, to be convened by Ms,
Janet Ciano.

Dirmer happened in the middle of
the plenary, put on by the Vassal-
ovoro Friends, The dinner received
the loudest applause of the day:
someone remarked that it was a great

experience, andtoo bad someone
hadn't remembersd to start up gome
singing, .

The reactions of plamming committee
members (challenged earlier in the
day to stand up and make themselves
known) ranged from jubilation to a
more restrained abtitude-bus they
all seemed to agree that the day
had been a sucess.

‘Some planning cormittee members
were especlally pleased that the
electoral process had apparently
"caught on”, and had really breught
people together, and in different
ways. Uthers expressed delight that
the "leadership group" had changed,
some wers not on the new board and

there were many new faces; one

claimed that a real “transfersnce
leadership had taken place, PO~
viding the Trust -with new hlood snd

of

a wider legitimacy. 4 visitor cau-
tioned that the new board is oo bi
. and too gcattered across a very
large state to make an efficient Trust
pessible,

Uthers observed that an educations
process is going on: that more people
are steadily getting involved, that
this means it will take more time
but could mean a bigger pey off in
the end,

The founding convention of the
Sam Ely Community Land Trust ad-
Journed at 7:45 p.m,

f

The members of the board of trustees, the caucuses

they were elected

from and their addresses are listed below:

Land Advocates:
Abby Page

Sipsis Thompsgon Box
Rick Karg mom
Bill Carilisle 665

Cindy Hathaway (alt.)
Bo Yerxa {alt.)

Land Livers:

Betty Delyra
Janet Ciano
Bob Chase
Joe Perrels

Diane McDermott (alt.) RED
Gretchen MePhaden(alt,) Box
Jim Green (alt.) Rt,
Terry Bladen (alt.) 665

Land Technicians

Uynthia Schacht 10
Karen Van Pelt

Jim Connors

John Rensenbrink

Sue Burns (alt.)

Russ Christenssn (alt.)

Women:

Kay Lucas

Rae Harrington

Janet Tackebl

Marty Sargeant

Judy Rosen {alt.)
Marion Steinberg (alt,)

Men:

Dave Davis
Gary Atten
Gary Borders

Frank Sawyers
Phil Sargeant {alt.)
John Newton (alt, )

Under 2L:

Bruce Carislse

Jeff Goodman

Perny Andersen

Lee Chase

Rick Patterson(alt,)
Jane Gallup (alt.

20 Boynton Street, Bangor
LClearlight Farm, Fast Machias

Box 33L, Brunswick,
Box 283, Rockport
Pleasant River

Glissden Street, Waterville
Ellsworth,

LURGC,
Topsham

RFD #1L, Readfield,

Pine Tree Legal, 154 State St.,
Presgue Isle

418 Hammond Street, Bangor

87 N. Maine Street, Orono
RFD Boxl63, Bar Harbor

RFD, .East Lebanon

12 Russ 3t,, Caribou

57 Quint Ave., Allston, Mass.

553, 0ld Town, Maine
86, Orr's Island, Maine
7th 3treet, Bangor

Oxford. Me.

624, Throndike

¢, Box 024, .Throndike
7th Strset. Bangor

Augusta

Orland,

Box 553, 0ld Town

3 Union Street. Apt. 2. Brunswick
Lisbon Falls

RFD, East Lebanon

Iigbon

66 7th Street, Bangor
North Bath Road, Bath

89 1st Street, Bangor
Pleasant River

LOFern Street, Bangor

87 North Main Street, Orono
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ew Town

LOW INCOME

The workshop decided %o set up,

recommend to the plenary session,
the establishment of a General Re-
eource Commitiee, which would work
#1th the Board. Duties would in-

ether periodically
deas and dats on land and

rop guldslines for site sslec-

3

develop a set of prioritiss:

o1 what concepts should most be
snointe account, and b) what
s, or bypes of groups should
ven first chance at Trust

~tall about and develop whers pos-
sible conditions or standards of use
of Trust land.

~communicate with, and cther wise
relate to, various existing or po-
tential groups who are living or

are propoging to live on Trust-

type land, or are pursuing cooper-
ative ventures, or both,

Jeven pegople volunteered to be mem-
bers of this committee., They wers
charged to add others from the gen~
eral membership, Janet Cianc was
named convener of the first meating
of the new Committee,

mmmogﬁawmgawwﬁmmvﬁjw
ed from the Sam Ely Land
nvenvion, met Saturday, November
in Rockport at the home of John-
Janet Cianc. Those attending
meeting were John and Janet,
Joug and Anne Armstrong, Jay and

oy Robinson, Janet Tackett, Linda
Haggard, Peter Fisher, Betty Delyra,

5 gl

feUormick and Jeff Bruce.

Ly interested in finding out what
tand is available, whether or not

1% is suitable for farming if it is
avallable and what price can we and/
the Land Trust afford. One way
@t we covld possibly find oub what

sound out real estate agents in
our own areas for a favorable cone

that real estate agenhs
e in favor of us "Mairers™
the land in a Land Trust
Wiing it into & self-suffi-
use rather than selling to
-staters, summer residents,
gropars, Another way of check-
out land for sale is to talk %o
shbors of a tract of land,

Somn

ften know 1f the land is for
elore real estate agents.
Robinson ormed us that

wood being used
furnishings,
In todave world
uses of wood non-
utes used, and
farming, prob-
s approximately
ufficient living,
tained from the
c

rvices, mors

what can be

et types of
< ,

8
unty Property” by H.E
_ ial Tarm
be 150 acres, 4 go

the ma
Lon were th
plaining thebenefits of plaping
: land in the Land Trust for
interzsted should be created,
would include an introducation
Land Trust as well, Soms of
benefits weuld be direct
ary benefits, lowser costs
zh lower Taxeg. The long range

Jor points of dis-
at & phzmphlet ex-
,,wHu.

benefits would consist of a strong
political voice in what happens %o
MAINE LAND. 4s Doug Armstrong re-
iterated "we must consider the
overall use of land versus indus-
try, farming, recreation, power
sources, ecological use, etc,”

We must also look to the land
for other uses as well as farming
or small gardening uses, We could
dig, process, package and sell clay
to potters. A small printing office
couldbe set up and the craftsmen
would have their own catalog, a
newspaper or newletter could be
printed and exchanged with other
Land Trusts informing other people
about pending laws, legislative
activities and just a general ex-
change of ideas, As is already being
done by Janet, and Linda. Sheep and
geats can be raised for wool to hee
spun and used in weaving and knit-
ting clothes. The goats ars also
useful in giving milk and in old
age their hides can bes used for
leather. A modern blacksmith {mec-
hanic) will be whilized for machin-
ery repair of all kinds from house-
hold tools to farm equipment.,

An exceilent idea from Jay Ro-
binson was that people could help
on farms in an apprenticeship fornm
to learn and eventually persuade the
cwner to join the Land Trust or even
buy the farm. But we zlso have many
other guestions that must be answer-
ed such as how do groups (co-owners)
purchase land? How dc we oo ahant
paying for the land? Is it possible
to mortgage land without bulldings
in Maine? How do you safeguard mort-
aged land; is there such a thing
a% an ilnsurance policv?

We ended our afterncon thinking
that among people (parents, friends,
Tarmers, atc.,) there is a wealth
of practical knowledge for coping
and getting the best out of life andg
the world with the fewest problems
if one goes about asking the right
questions. For example, how do
you....? Soon all people will rea-
lize (we hépe nob too late) that
they must cooperate with each other
and nature, This will require sac-
refice and extensive self-dis-
cipline in order to live without
axcessive consumpbticn of irre-
placeable natural resources. The

eward: A SANER WORLD THROUGH IM-
PROVED RELATTONS WITH FRIENDS
AND NEIMHBORS, AND A4 LONGER LIVE
ECOLOGY,

o
IS4
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At the Community Land Trust Con-
ference fifteen people met in =
vworkshop to seek out ways which the
Land Trust could be of help bo the
low income people of Maine.

The [first part of the discussion
centered arcund the concept of what
we defined as 'low incomes!. There
was a feeling, mostly correct, that
a large percentage of the people
attending the Conference were low
income. Yet, the differsnce seenm-
ed to be that many of these were

Low income by choice; people who
nad good educations and who were
trying to make it by subsistence
farming, The concern of the work-
shop, however, was with those who
were low income becauss of the lack
of opportunity; those caught in the
cycle of poverty, unemployment,and
exploitation. It was felt that g
very significant portion of the
people in Maine are in this clags.
Therefor, if the Land Trust is to
Speak te the needs of the people

of Maine it has to hear what the
pecple are saying.

The discussion centered around
the needs of low income peopls,
Several needs were identified in
which the Land Trust could becoms
involved,

Firgt there is & need for land.
The land in Maine is mostly contral-
led by cut of State interests (es-
timated at about 83%) the rest is
mostly in the hands of those who
are too willing to speculate on the
land or exploit the land for a meg-
er profit., This type of exploita-
tion is not in the interests of

’ low
necome people,

The sscond nssd is housing. The
housing situation in Maine is appal-
ling. There are few public housing
schemes, fewser rehabilitative hous-
ing schemes which benefit the low
income communlty,

It was then suggested that the
Land Trust look into obtaining small
parcels of land in the citiss or in
the countryeide whiech would then be
given to low income families in per-
petual leasehold. Then the Trust
could help create a community dev-
glopment. corvporation which would
tap private and govermment resour-
ces in hslping to bulld homes on
the land. There was a gtrong feel-
ing bhat one of the problems of
many public housing schemes is that
they creste low income ghettos and
that by acquiring small pieces of
property in an area would prevent
this. ’

Finally, there was the hope that
the Trust might be instrumental in
creating a low income action center
in a particular targst area. It
could be that this action cente
woeuld be in a house and land owne-
ed by the Trust. The activities
in the house could spesk to the
issues of housing, tenents rights,
food, and in kesplng the low income
community invelved in land reform

i3sues.

Obadiah




1o purchasing land would be large
relatively inaccessible and un-
: desirable tracts, These will be
sam Ely Land Trust-getting peopls the lands available at lowest coat
back on the land who will work to per acre. It may take more effors
to homestead them, but isn't that
what we're about?

Concerning standards of land use,
Lt was concluded by the caucus that
ecological considerations should be

Living without causing fur-
age to ecological systems.
we Teel that communications is
an 1mportant problem to consider,

s, for instance, there wers primary in working out lease agreea-
aiready actively involved in ments Organic farming techniques
ezding and others whe ware should be encouraged-to the point

of giving first options on land to

those who would follow such prac-

tices, Harvesting of wood for pulp

and other such use of rssources

that would drain the economlc sys-

tem of the Community and State sg

well as causing severe pollution

damage should ba discouraged,
Individuals op communities of

people, should be given a maximum

of freedom in the uge of the land

and in the runp ing of their own

wﬁamOGQwﬂﬁﬁwmﬁgﬁﬁmHﬁP%

make the opportunity available +o

them. This would then encompass the

ﬂmﬁ,ﬁozs ldea as well as the var-

+ous homesteading communities, Schoole,

CO=-0ps, ete. would

off shoots op these

arther, folks living on
Land, being in touch with

ort of Magents! for the

in the land purchase de-

I rent, It might be possible to
acquire much land (even if in
mall tracts) for little cash
oub] This might be tax land,
land, woodlots, (prob-
cubover), and old farms

the owners are being sguészed
egpecially older folks., In
22ses5, the Trust might be
avle Lo acquire the land and work
oub an agreement so the former

A could remain. The best bets

probably come as

%

by Arthir Adors

FINANC

Attended by twenty seven pPersons

he Tconomics and Finance worzshop
had as its major objective an ed-
ucational task, i.e., general fam-
iliarization or participants to
funding, budget needs, long term
v8, short term Tinancing, bonde and
morbgages, ete. Since the land
trust is not ready for certain
kinds of financing or mortgage
meney arrengements, The workshop
dealt lightly with all such items
concentrating insiead on the ques~
tion of how best to acguire oper-
ating funds for the next ysarly
Period ending thirty first of Dec-
smber 1973,

Lee Young, the workshop'ts mod-
erator, suggested that his axper-
lence in budgetary and financisl
matters indicated the land trust
would require a $25,000 operating
budget for the period under consid-
eration, He further clarified "opm
erating budget" to mean those funds
necessary for day-to-day expenses
such as rent, ¢lectricity, salar-
ieg, postage and mailing, printing
and copying costs, travel, genergl
office and equipment renial,

Bach persen attending the work-
shop was asked, '"What avenue or
approach did they think should be
used to raise $25,000 to support
the land trust office for the next
fiscal year?" Replies ranged from
"sponisoring public affairg™ to
"solicit the amounts from the "fat.
cats' (those who have a great deal
of money )", “Young emphasized £hat
possibly that amount could be fair-
ly easily obtainped from wealthy
PErsSons or businesses but indicated
that in his view the land trust
ldea would be subverted or destroy-
ed as a 'grass roots movement ',

He stated that those involved in
the entire concept of trustery and
democracy within the operating or-
ganization would have to prove the
intent of their belisfs. ‘'Those
beliefs' he said, 'mean that you
cannot in conscisnce go to the
wealthy for funds--that if your
organization is going to remain
creditable, people inside who sup-
port the concept are going to have
to raise the funds reguired them-
gelves, "

Offering a suggestion that was
adopted as the feeling of the work-
shop, Young said that heavy congid-
eration should be given to the
‘certificate approach +o raising
funds, i.e., establish the 1,000
member club at $2% each where esch
donor who gives $25 or more receivaes
& framed certificate nobing his or
her generosity o the land trust,
fe added, "Fund raising is a 365 day
8 year job--that non-profit orgar-
lzations unless subsidized by foun-
dations, ete., must face up to the
faot that their operating monies
for the most part are their respon-
sibiiity.n

Lee Toung, smong his other hun-
dred odd tasks is currently writing
the program and designing the fund
ralsing package for presentation to
the Board of Trustees in late Dec-
ember or early January in prepar-
atlon for a massive fung drive

kick-off on February 1, 1973




The New Boyal River Cooperabive
4 cosiety
i 25188 goclety hersabouts
: retty cooperative,
cople who 1ived on the land used to
off the land. They nesded help
time to time and enjoved com-

&

firewood, getting everything
or winter, and then surviving
¢ all efforts conducted on

SQZﬁQm%mwBomdcwmmﬂoasﬁﬁm
by, We live on the land but
off the city. Many of us make
primitive effort to get some sus-
nance from the land, but we barely
atch the surface, And generally
at 1t individually, in isola-
have geals and interests in
common but we do almost nothing to
pursiue them collsctively,
thropologists or psychologists
d probably have some doubts about
neslthfulness of our way of l1ife,
large extent the way we live is

new. The auto is only &g few
nerations old, and it changed evey-
If war, mental iliness, crime,

e-commie~dropouts, or the free
rise system prove anything, it's
the current age doesn't reflect

£ of hezlthfulness.

Obvipusly, we can't go back. But
n2y be able to salvage some of
useiul ingredients of +he past,
may be able to make use of them
actually or by There may
be g ways Lo reduce

o ragmentation and isolation,
e2r our individuslism, and
cur commonality of intersst,
i be done, or begun,

zation of a cocperative

3

andlogy,
ocd and happy

var  bacause

sea, It drains

bagin.
the dlaspora Amsr-
we can be cartain of
o sn. Not that we
attantion to

!

o

ever

it, We cross

1t dges: that's about all. But
it is cur region, and if we are to
actively participate in the crea-

* Lion of any new society now,we must
start here. Theve are serious diffi-
nitiss to doing it here but bro-

B

and sisters everywhere will be
ble to find ways, if it'e impeortant.,

ook (3
)
g
£

4nd lndeed, it may be a matter of
survival,
- &
Coopsrative, because not communal,
el

not anarchistic,not socialistic, cer-
tainly not capitalistic; but mainly
because cooperative to the greatest
extent praetical,

soclety connote social, companion-
ghip, force, siblingheood, common ends,
friendly intercourse, interaction,
traditions, learning,children and
Ld folks, tools, raw materials, and

old A

proouce can all be shared in g society.

wone of the above are mesant to be

excluded from the notion of the New
River Cooperative Scciety,

the giving up of anybhing %o which
a person remains attached, It only
involves the fair exchange of one
thing for ancther: friendship for
help, carrots for onions, labor for
labor, comradeship for comradeship.
In a good cooperative, there would
often be sufficient joy in the
giving alone, without any expectation
of return. But for the most part, t
there 18 a return in a cooperative,

PHOTO BY STEPHEN NICHOLS

A cooperative justifies its exis-
tence by providing a mutually ben-
eficial means of making axchange;
but its success must be measured by
changes in the guality of a cooper-
ativists' life. The first ig a mat-
ter of economics, of organization, g
quasi-bookkeeping function, The lat-
ter includes ail aspects of human
Life: cerebral, emoticnal, psycho-
logical, spiritual, the aesthetic;
the marshalling of energles, the
sharing of fun, joy or sadness; an
inerease of openness, and support of
one another; etc.,

Following are discussed posgible
ways of making exchanges and im-
proving the gquality of a coopeTa~-
tivist’s life,

mxosmmm@m:

First, the availability to the
cooperative of a usable structure
must be supposed. What it will need
to look like will depend on the func-
ticns it is to serve, Tt mlght be
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vented, leased purchased, built or
borrowed.

second, there must be a good enough
reason for virtually every coopers-
tivist to comeat least waelly to the
structure. This means that the struc-
ture must be conveniently located and
that there is encugh tC abtract people
to it .

There are of course many other
details to be worked out, but all of

what is discussed below is thought
to be reasonably possible given the
two prerequisites above, OF course,
and most importantly, a latent (at
least) desire %o cooperative with

each other more, a desire to commun-
icate more, a willingness to Sel aside
a _few routines, and at lsast 2 small
sense ol despair with the present or-
ganization of society must all be pre-
suppossd,

With these forewarnings, let the
following ideas for bringing spec-
1fic subjects or obiects of exchange
into the NRRCS are set out:

Materials :

L. Virtually all foods can be pur-
chased on a weekly basis, at sub-
stantial saving, and in probability,
delivered.

2. Very substantial saving can be m
made by buying large quantities of
goods kept in supply by most of us:
wine, potatoes, drugstore items, mog-
quito spray, ete,

3. An enormous variety of tools can
be shared: jeeps, chain sawg, paint




—  Proposal ywyy — —  ___

» rifles, pipe wrenches; ete. "set aside for gome Lo spend some

# . WAE or Nixon era can be brought back Lo
Hoslh magazine subseriptions,enor-

| time together: puttering, playing ife,

moug llbraries, and vecords can be with kids, reading the paper, etc, 7. A store, & retrsat for city friends,
‘.@m._,,wm.a or cooperativized, 3. Perhaps one evehing per week s the publication of a small journal

o wfwm_ or Oﬁmmwmu items can be nade cooperativist could axpect a lew all seem somewhat possible,

avedleble: sandust Tirewsod, apples,  others o be at the cooperative: 0. Perhaps we all need a surrogate
blusberries, sand, rhubarb, mush- listening to music, watching color religion or group therapy, We could
rovms, ste, television, reading magazines, drink- discuss it,

©. A gas pump would save all of us ing coffee or wine, playing chess, LL. And so on, for several sheebs of
enough money to pay the cost of get- whittling, knitting, ete. paper, in all likelihood.

ting to the cocperative and would 4. Times should be regerved for cel-

serve as a substantial incentive, ebrabtions (NRRCS day, Thanksgiving, Beginning

wewwmgm which many of us need only Midsummer, etc.) and frolics(in nature In purely economic terms, the NRRCS
infrequently could be procured in o or elsewhers), n

can be a success. The costs of the
undertaking can be somewhat more
that offset by tangivle, reasonably

cocperative ownership: house Jacks,

block and tackle, darkroom,etc, Further Possibilities

Tabor ALL of %the above seaem at least measurable savings, Wers this the oniy
nearly capable of baing brought reason for creating the cocperative,
n exchangs lag- about, Follewing are less refined our effort would probably be only
manual, ideas which have varying possibi- marginally worth it,
. artistic, pro- lities of being developed, But the pesreonal, emotional, DEY-
L. A cooperative garage and/or wood chological and intellectual factors
rativists can exchange goods working shop can be establishead, are naturally more important, And it
ds or for services, 2. Kids or animals can be loaned or is these that should be given primary
tivists can labor cooper- Borrowad, censideration in pordering the bens-
# share iln the result: 2. Community, political or apvirone fits of beginning a cooperative,
pond, starting beehlves, mental activities might be organized.
» making cider, making pre-- L. Crafts, dance, yoga, and many other Note
gerves, ete. ) group or individual activities will ~AlLl"of the above necessarily re- |
tiviste can labor for undoubtedly find greater opportun- flects the writer's views and at-
ative, for the pleasure 1ty for sxpression, bitudes about things. But no dogma
perativists with the rea-- 5. Transportation can be greatly re- 18 meant to be set forth, ALl alter-
expectation that others will duced by cooperativizing "errands!. natives are still open, The only
&, &, Pilms and interesting people can question is whether or not we want
| be shared by the cooperativists and to give an idea something like that
Plessures, etc. others, set out here further, more serious
L, &% Teast one meal weekly should
b

J 7. A cooperative farm could be begun, congideration,
be enjoyed more or less together. . Perhaps o conscionsress in us whioh .
<. One day of the weekend could be was killed in the Hoover, Eisenhower, By Neville Woodruff

ANNOUNCING . 4 MEETING TO FORM A WORK SUPPORT COMMITTEE FOR THE COMMUNITY OWNERSHTP AND COWTROL TROJECT
AT NEW ENGLAND A.F,S.C, (Contact: Karl Davies, AJF.5,0., L8 Inman St., Cambridgs, Mass.)

&

WHEN: Saturday December 16, 11:00-4:00 Where: Collegiate Religious Center, 19 Schussler Rd.,, Worcester, Mass,

+

Page 11




COMUNITIES as we conceive it
ls & unique magazine-describing
and discussing Ccommungs, co-ops,
collectives and the concepts,
ideologiss and theories dealing
with cur efforts to build a better
world~ g peaceful cne in which
all people will be able to live
heppy, productive lives without
eXploiting others. Throughout the
natlon, people concerned with
changing their lives

%
fting their emphasis from
g Lo community. Tt will
lntent te encourage this
b, helping community be-
golution to the probliems
Soclety, COMMUNITES will be
Torum for the exchange of ex-
eriences, feelings and ideas

J
(Y

LR
4]
iy

o e

4e a vehicle for the com-
atlon nescessary to strengthen
vament .,

UNTITIES represents g giant
towards the formation of an
meomnunal communication net-

cived with publishing informa-
tion about communalism, Lepresent-
Lves from these groups met and
¢t to form a cooperative which
4 publish a single bi-monthly
zine reporting on the move-
of these groups which were
nopublishing on their own have
ceased working singly to produce
this magazine. Those of yeu who
have been trying to keep abreast

4=

£ ¢ news by reading Alternatives,

Communitarian, and/or Communitas

L. better informed of dev-
znts by obtaining COMMUNITIES,
did it come aboulb? When
gathered to discuss our mutual

. we knew that cooperation
28g8ary. It was & matter of

g how extensively we could
ogether and support one

. A3 the discussion progresss
rany individual concerns were recon-
ciled and the path for merging opene
The more we talked, the more we were
able to resolve matters, and even-
tually we agreed on this project

fer total cooperation amongst us.

It was & happy moment. Those of

us attempting to bulld aliernatives
from a basis of cooperation were
coming together and creating an
organigation that was “bruly rep-
resentative of cur values,

The wvariocus collectives will
contributing to the magazine

1 whatever way they can., Specific
agks were decided upon for each

T ug with all being involved

in various facets of production
and administration. By sheer

ight of numbers, we have great
advantages of snergy. We are

severn collectives form around

the country and are eager to
expand our numbers, As of this
printing we represent collectives
from the Alternatives Foundation,
Communitas, Community Market(a
branch of the North American
Student Cooperative Organization),

[
@

gk
!

'COMMUNITIES -

I P VR

Twin Oaks and Walden Three., Our
buisness offices will be cperating
from Twin Oalks in Virginia:; ocur
distribution from Yellow Springs,
Chios our printing will be handled
from East Lansing , Mic¢higan;

and the editorial offices will he
northern California and Yellow
Springs. When we tell our friends
about these developments, they

ars agbonished at the complexity
of =uch an organization. We sse

it as a positive attempt teo de-
centralize the publishing affort
to alleow us to provide the max-
imum number of people with the
most timely coversaps,

With COMMUNITIES then, we

hope to effectively combine not
only the resources butb alsc the
gnergies of all involved. Alter-
natives, Communitas, and the Com-

munitarian have ceased publication.
in their place is a more compre--
hensive, up-to-date Journal that
will bring the best of the old,
blended in.a format thet will be

both highly informative and enter-
taining,

The Community Publications
Cooperative is sending out 25,000
brochures describing the birth of
COMUNITIES and our goals, which are:

L) Publication of COMUNITIES ,a
bi-monthly magazine devoted to the
communa l-communlty movement, new snd
old,

2} Creation of an alternative
distribution network for books and
magszines.

3) Creation of a publishing
nouse to enable writers within the
new community movement to dissem-
inate their ideas to interested peo-
ple.

i) Creation of Community Bookshslf,
2 mail order service offering for
sale every book in print about com-
munity.

5) Continuation of the Community
Loan Fund for appropriate groups
to borrow from at low or no cost
to borrow from at low or no inberest,
© 6) Promoticn of local and
regional land trusts to assure
that land remain within the com-
munity movement ,
7) Encouraging the formation of
reglonal groups(like New Commun-
1ty Projects in Boston) to promote
alternative living patterns.
COMMUNTTIES is coming up with

#Commupe Directory: a comprehern-
give, up-to-date list of communes
and communities throughout the U,S,
#The Communtiy Land Trust: a com-
prehensive review and sssay based
on a just published guide to land
truste.

#Camphill Community: a pioneer
therapeutic community and its
innovative work with rebarded
children,
COMMUNITIES needs f£irst hand,
in depth reports from the members
of existing communites. Please send

articles and subsciptions to:
COMMUNITIES P,O. Drawer L26
Louisa, Virginia 23093

BY THE PEOPLE WHO LIVE IT!

firms ars more likely to purchase” their

Absentee Ownership
of Maine Industry
Growing

The proportion of Maine's manu-
facturing industry owned by firms
headguartered outside the state grew
dramatically during ths 1960's according
to a study by the Center for Community
Economic Development, & non profit re-
Search institute in Cambridge, Mass.
In 1958, 53 percent (19 out of 36) of
the firms in the state emploving more
that 500 workers were cwned by out-
side corporations. In 1969, 7l per-
cent (32 of 43) of such firms were
absentee owynsd,

Among firms that emploved more tan
250 workers in 1969, all 1L firms in
the pulp and paper industry and all
four firms in the rubber and plastic
industry were owned by cutside cor-
poraticns. Cutside gompanies owned 6
out of 7 firms in the ordnance and
ellctrical machinery industry and 2
out of 3 firms in the fsbricated metals
industry, Bven in the older Maine
businesges such as textiles and lsa-
ther, absentee owned firms predominate,
Only in the feod and woodworking in-
dustries does local ownership prevail,

The report glso examined the re-
lationship betwsen jobs and sbsentee
cwnership, It found that among estab-
Lishments with 500 or more workers em-
ployment in absentee owned firms rose
only 8 percent between 1998 apd 1969,
while among. locally owned firms snploy-
nent rose 82 percent. In the shos in-
dustry, employment ropped L2 percent
among absentee firme and rose 110 per-
cent among lecally ocwned firms,

Economist Michael Booth, author of
the report, notes that “it is not
unreasonable to suggest that an ab-
sentee firm has a greater tendency
to draw money, talent, and other re-
sources out of a local community
&8 a perpetual veturn on its original
investment than to put such resources
into it." He cites other research
studles showing that cutside owaed

materials, do their banking, and hire
their managers from outside the local
community fthan gre locally owned firms.
Thus, public policies aimed at sub-
sidizing cutside industry into the
State may not bewise. Booth also
points out that subsidization of
Local businessmen has limitations
since the major benefits go Lo ouly
a small number of individuals,

The report concludes that it may
be better to encourage the growth
of community owned enterprises such
ag cooperatives, community devel-
opment corporations, and land trusts,
than "either highly mobile, absentes
controlled firms or local individvally
ovwned and controlled enterprise,”

Coples of "Ownership of- Industry,
The Maine Case' are avsilable
from the Land Trust Office,

Next issus of the ADVOCATE
Wwill feature an article on view-
ing New England as a colony,
written by Geoff Faux cof the
Center for Community Economic
Development, Ceambridge, Mass,




enry Thoreau

on Katahdin

1846

According to Jackson, who in his

capacity of geclogical surveyor of
the State, Ktaadn "is then evident-
Ly the highest point in the State
of Maine, and is the most abrupt
granite mountain in New England.”
The peculiarities of +that spacious
table land on which T was standing,
28 well as the remarkable semi. .
clreular precipice or basin on the
sagtern side, were all concealed
mist.  Occasionally,..the wind
Ld blow me a vista open, through
weleh T could gee the country easth-
vd, boundless forests, ang lakes,
and streams gleaning in the sur,

: AgwW mountaing in gight in thax
10T,

e tops of mountains are amnong
nfinished parts of the globa,
v it 1s a slight insult to

& gods o climb and pry inbo
bhelr secrets, and try their effect
ohour humanity. Only daring and
ent men, perchance 2o there..,
PE are sacred and myster-
ets.. . Pamola is always

mountain seemed & vast
atlon of loose rocks, ag

&
lay as thevy fell on the
ntain sides, nowhers fairly at
but leaning on each other,
cing-stones, with cavities

but scarcely any soil or
They were the raw
of & planet droppesd from
guarry, which the vast

gtry of nature would anon
Wuiioup, or work down, into the
smlling and verdent plains and
vallsys of sartbh.

length I entered within the
of the cloud which seemed

T drifting over the swummit,

; et would never bs gons, but
was gensrated out of that pure air
g Tast ag it flowed away; and

her, a quarter of a mile farther,
I reached the summit of the ridge,
ich those who have seen in clear-
eather say is about five miles
long, and contains a thousand acres
of tableland, I was deep within the
hostle ranks of clouds, and all
objects were obscured by them. Now
the wind would Llow me out a yard
of elear sunlight, wherein I stood:
then & gray, dawning light was all
it could accomplish, the cloudline
ever rising and falling with the
wind's iptensity. Sometimes it
seemed as 1L the sumit would be
cleared in a few moments, and smile
in sunshine,

- Bheyow

A young Abnaki girl loved Katah-
din, imagining that it wag a2 strong,
handsome young man and praying that
he would some day come to her., One
day she went blueberry picking alone
and falled to return; three years
w@gmemoﬁﬁuﬁﬁoogﬁﬁﬁiym
beautiful baby boy in her armsg, who
was marked by eyesbrows of gtone.
Despite the gossip of the village,
she gave no explanation of her ab-
sence and would not. name the father
of her child, The boy grew in
beauly and stature and gradually
the village people discovered that
he had miraculous powaer; if he
pointed his fingsr at bird, fish,
or andmal, it died. He rarely ex-
ercised this power, hewsver, until
one terrible winter when there Was
Little game and what there wag
fleet and hard to kill, The miri-~
cles of huonting accomplished by the
small boy set the tongues wagging
alfresgh: nlght and day the women,
old and young, teased the mother
and such was their curicsity about
the boy that they forgot how much

insinuations ernity,
Tired and angered by their erue]-
by and ingratitude, the mother at
last burst forth: "Fools, wvour
M?ﬁgwﬁw§mézmmgyﬁﬁﬁwﬂ$

kr from his eysbrows that this
atahdin’s son, sent to save
j And she took her god-child
and departad ferever; from that
“ime on bthe Abnakis were s doomed
race, the white men stealing their
hunting grounds and in time exter-
mirating them.

Fou,. !

i

&)

In The

MARITIMES....

The Nova Scotia Community Land
Trust is continuing in its search
to become a reality., Paul Arm-

8trong of Halifax has been working

on bthe Trust as a job for a six
week period. Recently we received
word from Nove Scotia friends as
to their progress.

"We have seen that many of the
concepts and the approach of the
"Land Trust", have sprung from the
American environment and problems,
and we have been trying to adapt
these ideas to our uniguely Nova
Scotian culture and situation,

"We saw several broad goals to
be accomplished over the winter and
spring:

L. Information gathering
~-attaining a breoad under-
standing of the natural

and human resources in
liova Scotias
~te explore the organiza-
tiocnal and legal structures
open Lo us
~to educate ourselves and
lay the groundwork for the
goal of becoming a corpor-
ation
2. Broadening our support base
~-to develop 2 goherence as
a nucleus for a futurs
Land Trust
~in Nova Scotls as a whole,
aiding the development of
a reglonal consclousness
_~publicizing our policieg
S s once plisT End iant vt
erilarge the people base
~to devalop financial,
leagal and techrniczl con-
tacts which are sssential
to the Land Trust process

3. Develop a solid finan-
cial bage”
The next meeting of the land
Trust will be 12-14-1972. Paul
Armgtrong of ZL1S Connaught Ave,,
Holilax is a good contact person.
Chadiah
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il

trugts,
First the negative: I am
syapathy with a "Maine for
Malners Only" campaign such as
propesed by KPOOM, but would
not advocate it, and bzleive it
entirely illegal. I would not
organize a land trust for the
purpese of promoting world peace
a8 did the founders of the
untown Pegce Trust because

. consider that provision maarn-
ingless. AL present we hardly

] a model nature preserve
with the paper companies holding
50% of Maine. Finally I am con-
cerned that many land trusts
are astablished solely to give
the organizers the wherewiths]
to obtain communal land for
thelr own purposes,

I support the concept of
private ownership. The U.3.
govermment holds millions of
acres of land in trust but has
congistently violated its fid-
uciary obligatios by its leasing
arrangements to oll and mining
Interests. I look to a citizen-
founded land trust as a means to
curb governmental and private
abuse of land. I am concerned
that so many native mainers are
being squeezed off their lands

high taxes; that go much Maine

as become the private
2rve of wealthy out-of-
and that so many
ticated small towns
ctims to corporations
and land developers. The
soge of a landtrust should
L) to tell people how they
private cwnership of
nd and raise the needed
‘ez by leasing to out-

sxpertise which they
would he unable to
>} to acqguire land in
those psople that

ters and to provide the leg

Tams and

propsrty,

now

e

[ S

for the people
tenants 1s its

7 &5 collateral,
Trust ownership would protect
the land from the benant's

creditors, but would also deprive

avallability

him of the means of securing loans

te build on the land or to
improve it. The trust probably
won't have the assets to make

the desired loans, and should it
seek monies from financial insti-
tutions for the tenant it will be
opening the property up for
potential foreclosurss or liens.
How dees & small landowneér, who

doantes the land on which he lives
to the trust bensfit? The trust WL

pay the property baxes and credit
the same amount against the
value of the land he donated,

but what happens if the +rust has
no ilgquidity and the tenant

wants to move +o ancther part
of the state-? There is an ada-
itional problenm of land use,
Suppose & trust member abhorg
Sniowmobiles and another member
aWng several, What about use

of the land by non-member hunters?

Excludion of would amount +o
2ssentially the same practice
shown by the importation of

"o Trespassing” s5lgns by out-
of-staters. Aq Infinitum,

L hope that T haven't been

oo negative, T hold great faith
and hope in the Land trust con-
cept, and hope to be able to
contribute my legal talents

to such a cause apd especially
to the pPromulgation of loecal
Zoning ordinances. But I would
like to know more about  how
JOu people have (or intend to)
attack the nyriad of practica]
obstacles, 4s T mentioned sbove
my interst is not so much in
the goeig] Justification and
philogophy as it is in the
Practical benefits to Mainers
and its lmplementatior

s

Sincerely yours,

Jim Fatterson, Lexington Va,

m
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or a disc
possibilities,
Ll. Standards of Land Use,

a. Leological considerations such as
control of pollution and restric-
tlons on theuse (depletion) of
natural resources,

b. Social Planning

Schools, medical care, recreation,
CoO-0ps, cormunity deverlopment,
Chapter 8 of The Community Land Trust
deals with land use,

We need to make distinetions be-
tween things we should be doing 10w,
and projects that are Long term. We
also need to think of gpecific fune-
tions ofthe rescurce committeae gand
Specific projects for individual
memders of the committee. In the . e
beginning our discussions are bound
Yo overlap and repeat the same things
that are discussed in the board meet-
ings. As we get to know sach other,
and find out the different areas of
particular interest ang gxpertise of
individual members we can organize
curselves so that the board can draw
on our research and ideas we come

up with in ocur discussions.

Janet Ciano
Rockport, Maine

I see the Land Trust Community as
the only way to develop a new American
economy, pelitics and culture,

This is not to say that BVEry one
in the country will semaday live in
community, but it is only in commun-
ity that pioneers will find the acon-
omlc and politicsgl power towork oulk
their ideas.

Tt will be possible for Land Trust
Communities to piloneer in alterna-
tive energy production, organic
meSmeuww@mwmm&H<m_&memmowdm&waﬂ
through community bus service and
motor pools, alternative medecine
through community clinics and hos-
pitals, alternative marksetting and
manufacturing, alternative insurance
and alternative education,

These things can only be worked
out in strong, land-based communities,
and they will be of vital Importance
to the rest of the population ocut-
side.

Stonington, Connecticut




a8 been established, and now
wre won't be another general
bershlp meeting of the Sam Ely Com-
1ty Langd Trust for a vear., There
several possibilities,

she can join one or both
cormmittees of the general

hip that were organized in

at Uhe November || founding
slon in Vassalbero, These com-
are a Genersl Resource Come~
and & Technical Advisory Pansl,
i2neral Resource Committee is

land use; and with devel-

use in selecting land and in
among various groups who

i B move on the Trust land.

te Ms. Janet Clano or the

riok office will vield more ine
slon. Janet's address is:Mechanic

echrulcal Advisory Pansl was
by aboub twenty people ab the
conference. They repre-
L together a large variety of

sllls relevant to Land Trust
tlls in forssiry, law,

Cinance to

+. Those with special skills

Lo contact Professor Lss

owdoin College, in Brunswick,

swick office.

and leg work and skills

d with bturning out a news-

negeded for the Maine Land

cate. People infierested are urged

contact Bruce Carlisle at [18

nd Street, Bangor, Maine, or the

ngwick office,

The Trust needs people in as

many towng and countles as pogsible

who will take charge of raising money

in their locality for the Trust. More

on thls afber the Board meeting on
ber 2 in Bangor.

mbers can/should familiarize

tves with the office in Bruns-

wick and the office staff, (we're
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and can lead fto interesting things
to do. I you are coming from far
v, drop a unote first, chances

an overnlght could be arranged.

"We zre ancestors of our
children...
Will and patience

have...
We are what we do...

our ancegtors

We are children..,

Today we Look at work we must
Ao, ..

Yeaterday we saw the work that

gtill needs deoing...
saling oppressad of the ill-
ragulated power...
But tomorrow we ars the werld,
Controlling and tuning...
Meeting balance, feeling the touch
of truth,..
Our strenght belongs with Mether
Earth

Who knows the spirit world...n

7

Deanna Francis
Passamaquoddy

MAINE LAND ADVOCATE

STAFT
Bruce Carlisle Jonhn Rensenbrink
Lplu Chamberland John Newhon

Randy Curtis Wes Nickerson

Balph Gresens

With Thanks .8 Maine ﬁamw
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"People struggle for a new soclety
when there is vision, and the visions

are developing now...and communities
are developing now. People work Umwa_
for change when they see disaster in
the present course. and scientists

are painting that picture now." *

"4 mass movement for fundamental
change is possible, We can joln w
that revolution for life. and at ths
game time live the revolution,”

GEORGE LAKEY, 1971 _

of

The Advenfures

i'riends:

zether g

te pub to-
and

research CoOnCeTrns.
Wetve W in gatting

chalrs

used recycled chairs, stc,
we do oms help in gatting

some things together to help us
zlong. Perhaps you might help.
wWrite to us if you could help with
any of the following., IF it needs
to be picked up we'll sse if we can
_arrange It. :

1. " Filing cabinet
. DBook cases
» Newspaper subscripticns
from across the
from local and regional
areas to bulld a clipping
file
Book by David Smith en-
titlaed Tumbering in Maine
and published by The Uni-
versity of Maine, Orono.
Cost-=$9.00

AUSY)

"In Maine 12 corporations own
52% of the land; and 83% of

Maine land is owned by cut-of-
staters." That means that Malne

people own only 17% of the land
in Maine.

/ Sam ELY
&
FRIENDS /

HEMPSHIRE COUNTY, MASS
1782, where £olks we re

wwwwxm 2 hard +ime
making ehds meedt

LET US oVERTHEGW
PowWERS THAT gFpRI
Ls S0 49 5

 2F D bk

SAM ESCAFE RFROM
BE H/ND THOSE cold
CLAMMY BARS T

AR PR
THE Pooerm, FoLlk aF

HAMPSHIRE COUNTY
SURVIVE T/

WO L&
THE LAND TRUST MmEET
THE NEEDS 6F mAg/nNe?!

whete opon

mvw W ik G
mmswﬁ.mmox@ J Lov

TEEASINABLE PRACTICES WB@M& re FiNp ocuTdl

W& b7

THOLU WAIT TIL NExT

— D3 E3
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E%wamm ars the
Lims of

or Land Reform o
is also a part,

N

MINUTES - CCT. 27, 1972

2 Mainz Land Ra-
N ppnp ta.,
movement in }
an Oetober 27,
tant meeting in

jin

a

e

i)

Fas T
area offices around ﬁrc mdmﬁq
gusﬁ on from Skowhegan,

nn :m%mr,
The 01M< Pine Trae of
rapresaentad was @mwwmm,
don FPoltras come from the State

Planning Agency, Janes Connors from
he Land Use Regulation Commission,

i Bill Reed from a Ceastal Plan-
ing group. .

Several Poverty Program (OEO)
workers were there: Robert Law-
rence from Coastal Economic Dev-
bmmﬁmmﬁw Inc. in Bath, and Dick
w@woam & Roger mwamxw® from Frank-
in County Economic Development
Community Action. JanesPlatts from

)

fot sJ?:

a menmber of 1
wweﬁ for Land Reforn
sambridge, Mass, Also
. arney north was Bob
Swann from pcﬁsﬂ Mass., and avthor
of the Community Land Trust A

to a Hew VModsl for Land lenure in
Americ .

We meepnmm¢ many Important issuss:
L. Property Tax

Sev éﬂgw pecple sxpressed an interest
in propert ty taxation, Property tax
wmyowg zPH b an important issue
in the coming legislative session.
The o Overnor ﬁnm gtudy committese
@ﬁvam@WJ 1 @wmAQﬁwag The paperz
companies (and owners of the wild
lands ) ars mmmmi agsaegsaed, We gmmw

tax system.
2, mjzmwﬁw
mormfgq specially rural szmw
is an @rﬁdgdﬁ part of land ref
Many people can't gelt land and f
QSOHﬁma Others with a home and la
have difficulty holding on to 1
How can we spsak To this? Tax r
can help @nanwm to afford the t
wsw@mw orl home and land.
Psm of 1 tien can be pa

0

I
2

thirds of
al Park),
public beach on the

Li. TURC

If the Land Use Regulation Commission
is to be mere effective it needs our
help. LURC doesn't have the resources
it needs to do its job. .

5. Baxter

We also talked aboubt the deal Great
Northern was about to make with

the Baxter Park authority to cut

pulp in the Park. Thisis & cur-
rently hot political issue that we
ought te move on,

6. Public Lots

The AtTorney Ceneral's office is

gtudy of ths
£ a0

,mﬁ@ L
mﬁzmwﬁw wWhe wor: the g
we ought te geb the whols 1
released under the stale B

FEnow Law.

i
ed on
b

Bob Lawrence talked about land
ownership patterns and forsstry
managemant in the State. (Bob
will ﬁwqm an article in the Ad-
vocate's next issus on this,)
Next meeting date is Dec. 1.

LDl L

STATEMENT OF AZMS

2

The National Coalition for Land
Reform vﬁyswﬂ ﬂommwxmw mwﬁpmnﬁm ;3@
organizations from all
the country w
fer g mere equitab
of Hmsg in s:HJ&

Liticon g
oaﬁawmxw@ of wmwm
werk and live on
alleviating rural povert;
urban overcrowding, reduc
fare costs and zﬁgszgﬁiow
tecting the rural environm
Ugwwﬁwﬁa a m&ﬁ,ﬂ;uﬂ d

L ﬂ,f..

=

hi+ arn, and

—encourage agricult
~combat corporats
-malke goverrment an
stitutions more rasponsiu
ing farmers and the rural poor,
~promote small-town businessses and
rural sconomic development under
local wo;@&%ﬂ

-preserve open spaces and diminilsh
use of toxic chemicals

In particular, the NCIR seeks
~enforcement of acreage limitabions
~agpplication of antitrust laws to
agriculiure

~re-gtructuring of tax laws and sub-

sidies to favor working farmers ra-
ther than large land owners and
speculators

-new laws enabling rural Ameri-
cans to acquire a proprietary in-
terest in their local sconomiss

Maine Community
Land Trust Planning Committee
Sam Ely Community Land Trust

PO, Box 114
BRUNSWICK, MAINE 04611
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