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Noah D Alper, who mai ‘well
be the most ﬁéEn latter and
pamphlel writer in 5%, Louis, is
g man with 2 mission. | i

He davotes practically’ all of
fils time 1o & single .éPmmSE
tanel,

wer, he devoles 1 ni of
Nz many words about taxes fo
z single tay--the tax on land,
:oniy tax ,éﬂ iuﬁ,
v oappraves of, ,
from = .ﬁjmm %é?
e 2 huigh with
and lined with crowds.

et gcwumﬁﬁz he tirelessly
prasches tax reform along the
lines of Henry George's Em%
ax Cheory, |

mr:a:s_ ?17._” 2

he _._w e

ant and, mg_é m:. W,mm.wo:mEm.

ARGUES QUIETLY,
In the constant m:m.&s
EE@J m.a N:a _m:m? ,,

? a y
form b Emmﬂ_ Hmma Ew &
would _& .Pu peace, prosper J.,,

end justice, chesper gov
ient, lLigher wages and
9 ea mmm Ev ction,

direct cg? awth mﬁ the w%&mm.
of mmuc\ Genrge (1830-1857).

Land is the propesty of jall
human belugs, since i is cre-
ated by nature, nol by man’s
efforts. Privale ownership iof
land is jusiifisble, but excessive
profiis by _5&2,? are nol.

The Ema ina noEEE:J mm.
rives most of its value from nrm
community's growth and prog-
ress, withcut the owner having
to contribute anyiling — work,
time, or money, Often mcw:n Iy~
finznced projecis like express-
ways, schocls, bri mmmm and parks
increase the rental value of lahd

RENT

Thus rent TQE mcnr land i is
unearned. The owner profits
frem a publicly-crealed incredse
in tha value of the land.
Me, Alper and his E:mmmgmﬂ
call _.mi “naiural public reve-
nue.” Land taxes should be
raised until thev almost mncﬁ
the amount of reet the 'land
produces, they contend. |
Actually, there are osnly two
real sources of wealth and taxes
~rent of land and the “rewards
of humarn effort,” a term used
to cever both wages and intér-
est on invesled nmwrm_ ﬁ
The tax system in the United
States (and most other coun
tries) has emphasized levies on
the rewards of human effart
more and more and »mxmm on
land less and less.

SINGLETAX ADVOCATE Noah D.

St, Louis office,

The result: land speculators
are fzvored and thus encour-
aged to profit . from publicly-
increased rental values.

They mmﬂ high marks for inf

e,

tislive and mielligenve, Bl liks

inlelligent robbers, they resp
high rewards from society withe
out conlributing anyihing, the
argument runs. As a city siarls
mwnmu&mm. it linds the spscula-
tors in the way, wﬁ%mv idle
M&a for high prices and foreing
“urban sprawl.”

SLUMS CREATED

Because of the emphasis on
taxing property lmprovements,
rather than land itself, landiords
are eacolbraged to let baildings
run down and bec slums,
Speculators can afford to keep
chofce lots vacant becauss taxes
are low on unimproved sites.

If each piece of land were
tzxed on the basis of what its
rent should be, it would force
owners of vacant downlown Hoa,
or well-situated slums, to- ime
prove their land or sell it,

Instead of sub-divisions devel
oped on cheap land far from
utility-lines and main thorougl-
fares, cities could spread in a
more eccnoinical, orderly way
because speculutors would find
favorably - lozated  but vacant
land assessed at higher and
highet levels.

Meanwhile, the various levels
of govérnment would shift from
dependence on the dozens of
taxes now levied to dependence
on land taxes. They could lower
taxes on Wages and nmv;& thus
encouraging more buying, more
land improvement, more con-
struction.

They could eliminate many of
the taxes which now are piled
on top of one another, but
which really tax only one hasic

source; the rewards of human

effort.
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Alper at work in his
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GECRGE THEORY

Henry George argued back In
the Nifietesnth Century that no
govermment needed any more
revesuo than a figure s p\mﬁ'@
w&mﬁ, the fotal of all rents,

r. Alper concedes that this
ig :ﬁ@?ﬁwwm nowadays if the
local, siste and federal governe
inents coniinie to provide the
seivices they do at preseni. He
believes goverament provides
too much—but if the people
waik o keep all the services,
they have a right to tax their
own wages and capital for the
amount needed beyond what
land taxes would provide,

“It might take about 30" years
to make the tax shift,” he said.
“The theory is that as we elimi-
nate land speculaticn, eliminaie
slums, gradually raise rental
valugs and thus raise the amount
of land taxes collected, we
would also eliminate dozens of
departments of  govermment
which now ¢ollect all these va-
rious taxes. We also would cut
down on slums, increase wages
and reduce erime.”

That old catch-phrase,
spreading the tax base,'’ is
unscientific, he contends.

Low taxes on land and high
taxes on goods send land prices
up and commodity prices up,
too. High taxes on land and low
taxes, or no taxes at all, on
gouds mean low prices all the

T

‘way arocuad, he argues.

taxed,

*Which -
asked. ]

How are the laadowuers go-
ing to respond to this system?
- “Most of them will like it,”
he said firmly in a'recent inter-
view. “The homeowner, remem-
ber, even if he pays more taxes
on his lot, he will pay less on
Bis house and on everything
else. The land speculators won't
like it, but almost mﬁ%wﬁq

do we want,” he

else will,”

TAX REFORM

The land-tax system has been
Instituted in one form or an-
gther in various places—Den-
mark, -Australia, New Zealand—
mmm with good results, Mr. Alper

said. More and more voices are:

being heard in this country call
me fur tax amuoS.E. especialiy
in the ar’ of Bssessing props
higher #f fmprovements are
made,

In Fittsburgh, land is taxed
at full value while improve-
ments are taxed at half.

The Hum:b@?m:wm Legisiature
passed 8 law in 1959 allowing
hird-class cities to take all
‘pwrm 9». property improveiients
aud put them alf on the land,

viddiy ing the revenue vucmmn&
increase.

guoting John Stuart Mill, “Land-
lords grow rich in their sleep,”
pointed out in 1960 that unim-
proved land is the only kind of
private property that the owner
did nothing to create, can profit
from without doing anything to
make it more valuable and can
keep for years, doing unothing,
..v».m stiid prolect his investment.

STRANGE PARADOX

Since the owner of unim.
proved land has done nothing to
earn a profit, it commented, it
is -a “strange paradox” that
owners 0f unimproved land ens
joy *“the most favorable possi-
ble tax treatment.’

Almost everything is over-
it continued, but “land
&s land is hardly taxed at sli,”

Noah Alper has been devoting
virtually 21l his waking hours to
furthering the single tax theory
for'years now, He watches news-
papers and magazines closely
for stories tending to show the
reasonableness of higher land
taxes and the folly of most pres-
ent tax systems.

He fires off a etter to an edi-
tor, an economist, & professor
or a student whenever he be-
lieves they need to be set
straight in their thinking.

“There is some trend our
way,” he said. “Correct changes
can ogly follow correct tax eduy-
cation and correct thinking,”

To encourage “correct think-
ing,” Mr. Alper, working
through the Public Revenue
Education Council, 705 Dlive st.,
is distributing free literature m:

-over the country, confident that

once the people are Informed,
they will remove the “gigantic.

tax-handicap” holding back the.

free enterprise system.

The Public Revenue Education Council is a non-profit,

nion-political’

normally oceorded such

income clearly

St Louis 1,

crganization with Federal tax-exemption
institutions,
system of tax-education based on studies of man-made
tax laws instead of on possible_sources of Gavernment
identified by %F baosic
sconemic science, For information write:
PUBLIC REVENUE EDUCATION COUNCIL
Room 308 = 705 Olive Street
Mo. ~ CHestnut 1-4350
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