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ness was not being Treated and when the poultices were removed the Iinfection would
break out again.

Preaching the gospel at $H000 per year while half my congreg: n wag worried
sick lost its appeal. I couldn't understand how soms of my classmatss in similar
posltions could still entertain their professional ambfticn I had lost mine In ths
bank crash and the crash of my conlildence in the whole sconomlc structure,

For a time I decided to zive the cooperatives a [ling., 1t seemed that salvation
might iie in that direction. Two years later F g¢ came preaching and cooperativas
wers approved by the church at larpe.

Meanwhlle my friend Rebert MeCalig, since deceased, had insisted that I would
never know the real answers 111 1 hagd read "Progress and Poverty” by Henry George.
We spent a ot of time togelher and he seemed to know what he was talking about., I
decided to Investigate.

Ttttz curious how a man feels when he stumbies on the truth. He can 11ft It up
and say, "Eureka, I've got it." But do you suppose evervbedy comes a-running? No.
They say, "He is a funny bird, isn't he?"

Five desperate years cof pergistent search and at last I find the answer in a
book that has been gathering dust on the shelves of ccllege and senisary libraries for
years,

That, my friend, sort of winds up the Inftroduction. My experience has taught me
this. IT is unwise, thes church being the Kind of institution that 1t is, %o preach
toc much economics irom the pulpit. No miniater has the right to ride a hobby Sunday
after Sunday. Other peopls have their intele its teo and they resent having to share
his #11 the time. HnTGOJcF on Sunday his flock cannot talk back and if he has
ideas like mine, this for a sense of Ir bSt'dﬁlOn in the average church goer,

But every minister it a teacher and when & minister of Christ discovers why pov-
i ar cught he is not living up . to his calling iIf he neglects or
ig afraid to teach 1t,

Fortunately in a class this can L done without offense. I have proved that.
Last year I took three groups through "Progress and Poverty", using a specially pre-
pared course supplied by the Henry George School of Social Scilsnce in New York. Now
one hundred members of my church are educated in the fundamentals. Bankers, salesmen,
housewlives, teachers, sxecutives are all convinced that I am not shouting about a mir-
age. There are a few exceptions, naturally. But the ones who understand it insist
upon others takling the course too. Now I can sayv things in my church on Sunday and
hope to be understood.

Despite the common opinion that esconomics is an amazingly complicated affair it
is really very simple, What makes 1t seem complicated is that those who teach 1t In
the wniversities seem deliberately to make 1t confusing by failing to define their
terms preclsely or by mixing the basic factors which they deal with in conjecture,

A chemist who carelessly mixes up halfl a dozZen elements and proceeds to call it

HeQ can expect to be confused if his gxneriments do not meke sense. If vour funda-
mental concepts are not soundly conceived vou have no chance to think clearly in any
Tield. That most of the conventional economists are guilty of this vielation of the
rules of ‘logic becomes glaringly apparent after one has mastered the Georglan tech—
nigue. It is little wonder that students can make neither head nor tail of economics
with the zort of loose lann zd fuznzy thi Logoes into practically every
cellege text book. Tt is no wonder that the imivers iwve Lurned out a generation-
OL thinkers who regard the whole problem as nighly complicated. One minister once gaid,

"1 took economics in college and made up my wmind that it was not 2 science and that it
was useless to spend time in trying to bring ordsr out of chactic elements.™ No won-
der! Had he been introduced to the Geor ' of precize logic he would have felt
differently about the whole aflal

Economics for all the dignifie It has az a study in our universities is
still in the creep =R 'ta1 factors are not c¢learly defined or prop—
erly related in 95 i on the subject. This generation may be
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1ikensd to the people in the pre-Copernican worid. HMen used to watch ships drop over
the horizon without ever suspecting that the earth was a pall instead of a table.
Millions for centurles did this., 1In 511 that time the true relation of the garth to
the sun and moon was an unsolved mystery. Oané copernicug and after him Kepler, CGali-
leo, and Newton., In a relatively brief time the sclence of astronemy grew up. When
true and fundamental concep supplanted tha DOoT FUESSED af former days the whole
theory of the universe Tell nto place and everything an ©o hook and sve together.
As long as basic factors werse 111 concelved there was nothing but confusion worse COn-
founded and I insist that this is the precise condltion of affairs in the field of
economics as taught today.
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our generation is not lacking i sincere and devoted psople who have CUlt
social passion. VYoung people of collsge age have = natural sense of Jjustice.  The
suffer the pangs of sensitive splriis as they see the inequallities and injustices which
prevail, For lack of clearly defined concepis they conjure up all kinds of impossible
cures for these evils, The most popular ars those which come Trom the doctrines of
Karl Marx and his school of bellevers. Tndsed, though wmany leaders of Thought have
ramed down the Marxian attitudes and inzist upon making them a cresd Tor gentlemen of
faith, most of the things that are being done to correct evils are being dotle becauss
his doctrines nave largely influenced the, shall we 38y aympathetic; instead of liberal
mind In America.
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AS these words are being written America ig in the throes of trying TOo decide
which of two wrong roads to take. The ons road calls for an extension of the power of
govermment as 1t reaches out to control more and mors of sconomic activity. The other
road is the turning of economic clocks backward to the freedom of action that wag en-
joyed by Americans prior to the last depression, without making any sasential changes
to avold the dangers of ancther similar crisis.

These are both wronz roads., The right road calls for a fundamental correction in
the fiscal policy of our government, which, when it is made, will relieve govermment
of its obligation to be ublgquitous And at the same time set men free to produce and
digtribute wealth without let or hindrance in a system that will provide equality af
opportunity te all and gpecial priviiepge To none. '

Georgists are not in the "somehow oOr other” stage in their thinking. They Know
precisely what must be done befores we can have that brand of liberty for which our
koys arse presumably fighting.

it your car stalls because apme water has settled into the spark plugs you will
not get 1t started by getiing out and foolling with the tall light. . Therse ig one thing
that is wrong. You must elther fix 1t or wait until evaporation has dried the area
about the cylinder head. This generation 1s overrun with poorly trainsd mschanics who
ipsist upon fixing everything bul the right thing. Most of us are like the average
car owner who is himself incapable of kKnowing whetner or not the mechanic-is right.

So much by way of general introduction. Now, what could you da abput this situag-
tion? Firat of all you could say Uo yourself, "He may be right. I will secure a COpY

of 'Progress and Poverty' and investigate for mysel?.”

On the top shelf in my study is & whole row of books thabt touch on some agpect of
this great problem. [ am eager Lo ghare with you my Tindings in hooks., But, get this
straight, I am not selling books! We are all supposed to be Gralned students. We
pught all to be Independent and willing to examine any SUE ation for good., If you
have never made an exhaustive study of Henry tgeorge for the love of truth won't you
please do so now?
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had rioc comprehensive understanding of it., To me a man has no right to take a super—
cilicus atvitude toward anything that is honestly and intelligently presented to him
without first making a fair and unprejudiced study. Is that not a fair pogition to
taKe? Will you then take it with me?

I have arranged for you tc receive a B0%Z discount on a spacizl 1list of books
which you will find enclosed.

Please belleve me when I say that I receive no remuneration for the writing of
these letters and absolutely no commission on the books. To set the record clear The
Henry Qeorge School of Social Science - a nosm-profit institutlon chartered by the
University of the State of New York -~ will pay the costs of printing and mailing these
letters. My own students will help in the labor required to send them out.

Every minister should own a copy of "Progress and Povertyv". It is a classic. To
have it on your desk for reference as these latters come will be a great help.

Fraternally yours,




