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Mr. Robert Connor
State Representative
Dover, Delaware

Dear Representative Connor:

I was most interested to learn of legislation that you
have introduced that would eliminate school taxes based on
real estate assessment in favor of a ¥statewide property tax"
based on income. Could you szend me a copy, or more information?

1 can certainly sympathize with the plight of the over-
burdened taxpayer, especially those on fixed incomes and the
elderly. However, I am quite sure that their lot, and that of
the average, middle-.class taxpayer, homeowner, businessman and
school district will not be improved by & move away from property
taxes in favor of income taxes.

The answer lies in the reform, or modernization, of the
existing, and universally disliked, proverty tax. The property
tax is really two taxes; one a tax on homes and buildings, the
other a2 tax on land values. In practice, two-thirds of this tax
fells on buildings. Modernization of this upside-down system
reverses this and places most of the tax on the land. While
producing the same revenue, this change reduces the average tax-
payers burden and provides incentive for community progress in
many ways.

We need only to check with the recent experiences in
Pittsburgh, Harrisburg, Scranton and McKeesport, Pa. to see
the modern trend. Information is enclosed. We would be most
happy to work with you on this timely reform. &

Sig ere‘;'yN p
rank E. Nelson, chairman

7380618

cc: Delaware Legislators

7757



