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Te The Editor: .

. Propls ars probing and thinking
shout the problem of commuRnity
blight aned rehabilitetion of prop-
erty =s never before. Angd inevit-
ably, a pringiple too long negleg-

ted, - being -dragged -into-—the-
—-Ught of consideration that of what -

it called incentive faxation.
There Is lit{le doubt that many,

i mot mest of thoee displaced in

the M Creek mass exodus, fmil-
ed {o move, .as it was planned for
them o move, inte publis hous-
ing projects. Reasonable or not,
&nd repardless of the statistics,
new probiems were created or old

one intesified in other aress. ¥For-

tunstely, corrective medsures, due
tc the cvises, ig being taken fo
relisve the fear of many who
might, in time, willingly occupy
these housing projects. )
' Paople cause all gocial problems,
mostly through ignorancs bub alse
‘because of vuniitigated degire for
B fagt  buck—destrisctive . self-

,seeling. 4nd peopls cause stums
-a&nd bitghied areas. But when
this {o msid, i doss mot usually

refer Lo ikig ignorasnce or destruc-
tive self-geciing: it refers to peos

‘ple whe move (o the city from
“the Ozark hills of Missouri and

Arkansss, or from the south where

_they had mo incentive to learn or

do better. Al will admit that
stch -people might be and often
#re very destrudtive of good hous«
g, But any oompetent  &ocial
worker knows this can be cor-
rectected by proper guidance add
that the children of such people
can be tzught to be superb pro-
tectors of property and house-
keepers. And all who have been
in such areas kmow many proper-
ties were well maintained by own-
efs who cecupied them and nice

furnishings and competent house-

keeping reigned supreme.

- And -people are beginning {o
see that the problem is one of
more than minimurn standard

-acts of lawmakers and planners,

who fail short of seeking out the

_res]l fundamentals; who lean too

heavily on what is politieal, not
on ‘what is scientific and just—
That these stahd-
ards have merit, as such, is beyongd
doubt; but that they are solu-

_tions of slum areas in Jarger areas

of blight borders on the ridiculous.
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People, at least, bave oome up
against gometbing thei has ginecere
depth and hope.  They see that
ineentives are eon backwards, o
far as taxation is concerned; thag
when they seve or boirow ihe
money o meks Improvements
they must, by lew, be texed mors
They mee that the way the big
projects are encouraged is to con-
deran property that iz bought ai
such high pricea sven the Unifed
Stetes Chamber of Commerce has

protasted.— Then they see —this —
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. hig property deteriorates. It is mot fair, i TR
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Insufferable Gouging
Of Taxpayers -~ .

We culled, the following paragraph from ome of
the area. shopping papers: ) S
“The tax system should.be changed to raise
the assessméri on - the land - and lesseiy it on m-
provements, Why should you be taxed more for
remodeling your ‘home, _adding -a room or &
garage, while your neighbor pays less taxes as -

progerty clesred, &l tax-payers-exs
pense, and the land sold ai  low
pries, at  taxpayers expense, fo
make building possible, Mext they
sse full tax-exemption is given on
improvements for ten yesys and
half tek-exemption for 15 years—
all right-way incentives. Fublic
housing pays, L believe, an amount
sguel to what was formerly paid
as rin-down property taxes. But

the minute private indusivy and

privete owners do the saime thing

—wham! the tax collectors is at
your door wanting more of your
money. The peaple now see why
run-down sium property gets high
income, usvally due io crowding,
and payvs little taxes. But most
of all they see, a8 Dir. David 1.
Pittman, of the Washington Tni-

versity Dept. of Sociology so well -

pointed out, that because of a
warped taxation pclicy which en~
couragas blizht and not anti-
blight, the greater danger is that
blight infestation will cceur in
vast areas now needing only re-
habilitation, :

Out of all this is coming the
.observation-—and it is being flat-
ly declared now--that, te Teverse
thig awful frend, we need to iax

the land values more—to discour-

age land speculation and holding
iand to no use or to slum-like use;
and to untax improving. Both of
these are incentive taxation, And,
further the more advance think-
ers see this applies to all housing—
to industrial housing of machines
and jobs, of hospitals, hotels, a-
partments and houses for rents,
and the like and that what is good
for one kind of production of
wealth and services is good for all
kinda.

It's time for a true break-thru
for individual welfare and freedom
yfrom bad taxation. The time for
‘ending exploitative tax-power of
a few over the welfare of the peo-

ple and the country may, at last,

be here. Truth in econemic acience
is coming. - ’
~ Noah D. Alper.
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not just and it i fiot in the best mierests of the -

cormnmunity.’”’ R L
_It certainly.is unjust, dnd we have _l?eg.n, stress--
jng that injustice.time and agaln on thls pg.g_e;fpr
several decades. The unearned increfent in land:
profits over . the past 20 years runs. into billicns -
upon billions of dollars, and thé most such land.
holderg pald in taxes on their. profits -was' the -
maximum 95 per 'cent capital net gains tax; whilé
a once in a lifetime winner: of the . capital’ prize
on the Irish Derby, for éxample, is forced:to give

80 per cent or more of his winnings to Usicle’ Sam.

Even the U.&, Chamber of Commercé deplores
this. outrage and in a recent mews release charged

‘that owners of slum properties havé received mil~
‘lions of dollars in windfall profits from urban pes.

newal programs, “Some sium landlords . ... have
received 55 per cent over- the fair value of tk_l.elr

" properties,” it charged.

This is a plain impost. upon necessary rebuild-
ing of our cities and every taxpayer helps t¢' make -
glum landlords richér ‘and makes -urban renewal
rentals higher. R -

As the editorial writer we quoted stated: *Tt
is mof. in the best interest of the community” and

something drastic must be done te eliminate this
" -yicious form of inflation,s, . .

The Public Revenue Education Council is

a non-profit, non-political, Missourl, inc.,

Féderal tax-deductible educational insti-

< fution.-lt offers a tox-education program
tt:f eliminates faxes and reduces taxation,
that:

1, Reveadls why TAXES are not SOURCES;
2, Shows ihere dre omly TWO BASIC
SOURCES; .

3, Explains the right source to use dnd
why, to increase jobs, production and
real wages,

You can get the bdsic tax-facts by writing

for our f{ree pamphlet: “Wrong-Source

Publi¢ Revenuve; The Greatest Obstacle to

Free Private Enterprise and How To

Correct It.”

Noah D, Alper, President,
Publie Revenue Education Council,
Room 308 — 705 Olive Street,
St Louis 1, Mo, CH. 1-435%0




