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O RED Walt Muelier,
belen o stenple it i3 complivated.” Tn the past, this
s cawsed luck of wndersinnding and atieniion,
bt Musiler is tryiog again this year,

Muelier, R-Rirkwood, has been {rving o oplt the Lex
shalure the ides of leifing cilies change their POPETTY
fax lows 5o lhat s or most of the tax is levied seminst
the laad, ang not agalnsi the buildings or improvements
bt on the fnnd

The result of this would be an ncentive 1o build 3
Hisincantive to allow property to detoriorats,
contends,

Thal's & good theory, but thne bas passed i ¥, SRY
opponents whe are bepinalog & gather now that Muelier
.;E}ﬂk%l;kr he is petting By b close fo pmssage. Changing
o 3 land tay alfer centarien of the presend sysiem woold
residl i chiaog, the onponenis argue,

Mueller sald (e chief beneficiary of such 2 change
would be 5L Louis, ye@ the oty hag never made the
gmg{;&a% 8 pari of fs legisiative progvas. He snid Mavor
. Schoernehl By, had “sald tetce e wounld ook
indn :!W bn‘i naver ias.”

The: ety government has uoderstood 2nd used for 40
yenis e wrban redevelopment law, (Be so-cailed 353
Law, samed alter the pumiber of Hg chapter in Missoun
stafuies. Bul Meeller sayvs the cily bag sever anderstond
that his proposal, “ihe sile valoe tex,” would apply fhe
redevelopment incentive to the entivg ¢y — of (9 any
furisdiction thad sdopied i§,

Muelter expinined that the iden was pol realty Bz In
faci, he sald, {18 move than 100 years old and belongs ia
Hm v eorge, author of 2 book in 1878 an abolishing

IEXES s;cwpi g fax of land. A small but dedicated w%;w!
ﬂf seorgist” followery operates interaationadly,

Buelier’s greposal B In the form of 5 state constify-
ool ameadnent. it ﬁ»@g oot seek 1o wipe ot abl {aves
eneepl those on land; 4 proposes onby 1o shiff the hurden
of property taxes from buildings and improvements i
fand,

With e or no ait ant, Mueller gulded the amend-
et througt the Howss in sr;_ A E9BS. It died on the
Senste cplendar on olosiop nlohl in 18RS

The core of the concepd 8 o mmke If more oxpen-
sive to let land Ue idle, Mosller said, it f«nmumg,,;, i
jand spe ouzsz g g?i Bis act Ja»mz&sm, i ahaidon i,

4 aszcam sk, the
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neithar do ‘«\} fif’in@ i«zm Htm m!i ;E
i i wordd iow from this fundemental
?}aygh Muoelier sreued.
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) wm.ic be contl

i ros if p;%&rﬁe was alivwed o deop |
CEBRCITY, he smid,

Toe supply of housing could Be invressed, and ihe
demand foy gmb?m:. housteg reduned, bersise slamivrds

“It encowrages
& land
speculator to
get his aet
together, or
abandon it”
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wiuld be enocury
imnn el them o vwgzﬁ.&_
Urban sprawl would be deferred, Muelior said, be
cause owners of vacant oty iand would be snociraged
b btidd o 3 ingtead of rmoving lo e suburbs i
tors wouid Hed & oo oxpensive o buy suburbas
and wall for the spresdiag oy to mﬁmuﬁﬁ ia“epn i
Thiz could even Belp revis . Muelier
worsended, because popubaiion densiiy | s :Ew ity womid
iy a2 the avaliclility of dewndown parking space
woild decrease.

fwme ppponent of Moellers plan sraued
hgve Hitle effect on S0 Louis. Rep, Francis
Kirbwood, sald most of Me vacant land e St Lows
ah ady 15 owned by the oity, and therefore Mushers
i produce no fﬁfiﬁﬂ(w&“ 43 Buiilif o i,
;:ﬁ i m}f mnw!v i; m% " i former Mavor Iohn H.
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Meeting Friday On Land Tax
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b former U5 Rep, Thom
» Dom Phares, an economiss, The o
|i‘§f2 i sponatred w Js& immw E%mg G
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taxation

;f‘ ﬂ&ﬁ.ﬁs E ﬁumwg fvl fL,
fere %Ohiﬁ 2}53 s%i} s"%f,m e i@ p!.!l 2 building g i

i Mos ansiibetions) ameadment were passed in
& statewide vota, it %f}uld require & smijority vols By 3
ohiy topuls 2 i woisld apply ooy 1o Hest- and
EECOIE-E and sgricuitora!l lend wouid be
SR,

A% @ heaving befors the Senaie Ways and Means Com-
mftiﬂeﬂ Sen. Wayne Goode, (Mormandy, contended that

i Normsndy voled in ;Fse {he pew sysien:. H would
affect & dozen ofher taying disivicks st inciode Nor
mandy -~ school, fire, sewer, Hivary, culfural, junier
collegs and the Hke.

He said each one of them would have (¢ change thelr
ﬁmg}@rry iazes for parcels of Maaly distyicts i}’!ﬁg Within

Hovnandy, He svgued thal this cowld reiss or lower
;mg e rovenge, o sbif the burden of property tazen
although Muysilers b reguives that the change shall
have no effect on revenue,

Chavles Sohoelder, T Lovls County .
iifed that with 200 tazing ooils in ike covnty, "t woald
be an sdministrative nighimare. T thiz comes sbagt, 71
resigan "

Since Muelior's iden raises ax0s on commmercial s
regidendiod land, Schasider szid ¥ would increase prep
axly innes for many tavnavers in 50 Louk County, Wi:u.i %
g a dof of iznd area. “Td probably be hickss out of
wifice” betors he conld r% e, Schneider sajd.

He and Goods sald the soale fosd spont 3150 miltion to
aneess &1 property, sed the joh would have in e done

i vities hegan ﬁw-@%mg i Bueliers conoegt,

Mg starisd with fhis i EM@, we probully
1 right,” Goode said. “But o do i aow, on fop
lmxing unis we have, s aot aa‘mg B work”
der coundersd hal ab reagsessment was nesded,
Oy the tay b i changed o fall more keavily on ibe
jand, and m{ e Broperty seoupying i "é’i%"“ ijt"ﬁﬂm
" e e mathernatics.” & Land i the
abiens would e tared wiost Besvily, he said

Pe i“’“«h‘?“v“ﬁ%é b g Piitsburgh and four

ney obder, ldusivial oifes m e slate sre wsing the
systern with good resalis, Mueller said. Opsonents sub-
meited dats s‘f;:émrmrrg {hat the resulty in Peonsyivanis
are wroimohsts
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Presents

AN EVENING OF PROVOCATIVE FILMS
AND SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKERS

on the topic

PROMOTING LAND DEVELOPMENT THROUGH SITE-VALUE T
- A TAX REVOLT FOR PROSPERIT

Films: 7:30 p.m,  “For the Land s Ming"
6:00 p.m. "One Way to Better Cities®
speakers: 8:30 p.m., Don Phares, Ph.D. (economics, UMSL)
Hon, Tom Curtis (fmr. U.S. congressman)

7:30 pom. = 10:00 p.m. FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Friday, March 13,1987

St. Louis County Library Hdgtrs, FREE LITERATURE
1640 South Lindbergh  Ladue, Missouri

(just south of Highway 40~--across from QUESTION & ANSWER SESSION

Plaza Frontenac)
INFORMATION: 773-7970

--From state wide reassessment for property taxes to St. Louis City's recent fax
¥ bind. Must public revenue be complicated and burdensome? No!
Fair, simple and efficient taxation is possible, not only for our local community,
out cur state too. The success of SITE~VALUE TAXATION has been demonstrated in many

U.5. cities and other countries. The benefits have been heralded by numerous political,
business and consumer groups.

.
m%v Currently 1in Missouri property taxes for land and buildings are assessed equally,
& S0 dimprovements to your business or home will penalize you with high and complex taxes.
® Stte-value taxation would increase the property tax on land and drastically Tower it on
residential and business buildings. Land speculation, stums, tax abatement and absentee

tandioards are reduced while a virtual renatssance in new development and building
improvements is encouraged!

w%x Now pending in a Missouri House committee is HJIR3I7 and in a Senate Committes
Amv is SJRI4.  The bills would submit a constitutional amendment to voters. The amendment

will basically allow cities and municipalities the freedom of choice to try site-value
taxation,

PREC 18 a St. Lowls based non-proflt tax-exempt organizatlon servling Missourl with educational informae ion

an the general tople of publie revenues wilth emphasis on the philosophy and research of the [9th century
sounamist Henry Qeorge and on the theory and track record of site-value taxation. wh 3/1/87



