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Hovember 4, 1987
Stanley A. Frederiksen, Sec'y/Ass‘t Executive Director

PREC Officerse, Directors and Homorary Directors

PREC Nov, 2, 1987 Meeting Minutes - - Miscellaneous Items

1-

2,

Meeting cailed to order at 7.55 P.M. at Neal Frederiksen's home, by
President Lou Basso. Present - Neal & Stan F., Cotton, Basso, Dr. Goebel &
Pete Casey. :

Minutes of last (5/11/87) PREC Board Meeting and of last (7/9/87) Exec.
Committee meetings presented and approved as read and/or briefed.

Treasurer Phil Cotton reported our financial status:

oLD

BUSINESS

4.1

4.2
4.3
éﬁé
4.5
4.6

4,7

4.8

Pete Casey rveports PREC mailing list now on computer, by zip code
and alphabetically, Also, his equipment permits sending out indi-
vidually addressed computer processed letters, in groups of 20 - 30.

Dr. Mason Gaffney won a seat on the Schalkenbach Board of Directors
over PREC's Stan Frederiksen (per Oscar Johannsen).

Hon., Robt, 0. Snyder (recently retired Mo. Appeals Court Judge)
has accepted a post as a PREC Honorary Director,

Henorary Director Hon. JYohn Poelker is working to get PREC a hearing
for SVT adoption in St, Louis, bhefore the St. Louis Tax Commission,
which John chairs.

PREC V.P. Joe Casey is pushing the casa for Svt in Fairfax County, Va.

Terry Inman, of Mo. Libertarian Party, has published negative things
about SVT in their newsletter, "SHOW ME FREEDOM". We are responding.

Mr. Erwin K. Kastrup has resigned as a2 PREC Director.
Georgists True Ritchie, Clear Marks and their guest from England,

Mr. John Papworth, were hosted by the Stan Frederiksens and treated
to a dinner on Oct. 16 by PREC at Schneithorst’'s Restaurant.

(Over)



PREC Recent mgeting minutes, etc, {20

5.

HEW BUSINESS

5.1

5.2

3.3

5.4

5.5

5.6

Sam Venturella (Chicago H.G. School Pres.), whom we are supporting
as next CGO Chairman, wants economics books for his school library,
It was voted to send him one, each, of any such books of which we
have more than one. Neal Frederiksen is to contact Sam on this,

COMMON &ROUND, the Georglet national lobbying organization, wants

us to start a chapter here im St., Louis. It will have to be separate
from PREC, as COMMON GROUND 1s not a "non-profit" entity. "C.G. ¥ gan,
it should be remembered, be source of funds for us, 1f we apply.

Walt Mueller has received the St. Louis real Property cofipuiter tape

of all City properties, names of owners, by Ward, separation between
locarions and buildings/improvements thereon, ete, He's patd $1,600.00
for it - we'll help with funds if State doesn't cover it. He has it
in Jeff. City, where there is the necessary sophisticated equipment

Lo process it for the study we want to make, Walt will call upon i
for help in programming for the atudy,

A "Meet PREC" get-together (considered earlier, but never implemented)
is planned, to generate more interest in PREC, get new members, and
seek new PREC directors. It was felt a “ecocktail hour” will be our
most logical scenarioc = - likely at Ch#shire Inn or Schneithorst's .
with timing in late afternoon of Dec. 10 (Thurs.) We'll seek to get
Walt Mueller, John Poelker, Tom Curtis and Dr. Don Phares as guest
participants - -~ provide horsd'cerves, drinks, ete. It should be
informal - ~ "visiting" and talking about our ideas sre the main ob-
jectives to generate interest, and possible action. We have a 1ist of
potentisl invitees (about 40) and will add more, Lou Basso will

check with Ken Bugh for some ideas for implementing, Stan Frederiksan
is to contact Jjohn Poelker (done - -~ John can make the Dec., 10 date = =
he suggests the time to be between 5:00 and 7:00 P,M. - ~ after work
for most paople -~ - we can raceive late~-comers.) Sultable "attendence
prizes” may be a good 1dea. John says there are some wonderful books
about St, Louis, Forest Park, etc, which would make fine attendance

prizes and help draw people to the gathering,)

In view of the recent stock market girations, with the possibility of
Jeopardization of our Money Market funds, Lou Basso brought up the
idea of hedging our investments to avoid deterioration of our resour-
ces. After discussion, Lou moved, and Neal seconded, a motion to the
effect that "PREC authorize the Executive Committee to move up to 50%
of our assets into gold coins, at such time as the Committee deems
this to be prudent."” Adopted unanimously,

Lou Basso strongly urged PREC participation in the"CATHOLIC BUSINES §=
MEN'S ASSOCIATION", a brand new organization, concerned with the
present and future of our Metro-Area and its growth., The organization
wants more voice in the decision~making processes of the St. Louis
Archdiocese. We are to lock to an invitatien to attend their next
meeting, and respond favorably - - our ideas should ba of much in-
terest to the group., Meetings are usually breskfast get-togethers.

This meeting‘wasradjoufned at .10:15 P.M,, after which Neal served nice light rew
freshments, and there followed some informal discussion about PREC activities

and its future, ,
. Raespe LK submitted,
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November 4, 1987
From Stanley A, Frederiksen, Sec'y/Ass't Executive Director

To PREC Officers, Directors and Honorary Directors

Subject Meeting Minutes and Misc. Items

For your information and up-date, hear are - -
1. Fov. 4, 1987 minutes of PREC $/11/87 and 7/9/87 Board & Exec, Comm, meetings.

2. Director Tom Lehmann's 9/2/87 letter in the St. Louis Pfost — - note they ai—
tually mentioned Henry George im the article,

3, Neal's Sept., 21 letter to the National Review responding to a William Tucker
article printed therin earlier. (We haven't seen Neal's printed yet.)

§. Hon. Walt Mueller's Oct. 2, 1987 letter to St. Louis Controller, Paul Berra
probing for the St, Louls real property computer tape, which Walt has been
seeking for some months. (Walt later met with the St. Louis officials « -
now actually has the tape and is getting it processed in Jefferson City, to
generate actual proof of how much most homeowners will save if real-properiy
taxes in St. Louis are shifted to the locatjons alome.) '

5. St. Louls Post-Dispztch article of Tuesday, October 20, 1987, publicizing
that Dr. Don Phares has been selected to the newly established St. Louis
City~County Board of Freeholders. Don has been a great supporter of our
Site Value concept, over the past several years, and perhaps just might be
persvaded to inject some Site Value concept thinking into his activities
on the Board.

It's a pleasure to pass this materfal along. If you have any comments, criti.
ques or questions, please let's have them., How about you writing some pro-Site
Value articles to the newspapers - = and pushing for some dialegus, heve and
there, on the subject of Henry George economics?
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To the editor:

Political and labor !eaders con-
stantly deplore cominunism, this
has been carried to paranoia,by
the present administration. There
are reasons for these denuncia-
. tions because it is a very
repressive type of government.
However, it is only accepted by
the downtrodden and impoverish-
ed after all appeals for a fair deal
are denied.

We seldom hear fascism  or
military dictatorships so severely
censured, and they are equally
brutal” and tyrannical. Both
systems abolish unions and frater-
nities, curtail the press, radio, and
free speech, conduct secret trials,
the accused disappears.

Senator Barry Goldwater, in a
speech in 1985, said, *We have had
trouble with Ceniral America for
over 140 years.” That was 22 years
before. Karl Marx wrote “Das
Capital™ and several years before
he wrote the “‘Communist
Manifesto.” What caused the trou-
bie then? It couldn’t have been the
Soviets. It was the same condi-
tions that caused the French and
Russian revolutions. A few owned
the land, and the toilers were
agricultural -slaves. This same
condition prevails in Latin
America. Haiti is owned by a very
few. The products of the land are

ERE WS

.solfi_"ahroad at higher prices than

Lhe natives can afford, who in furn .

they foment revolts. Some in our
U.5.A. wish to pertetuate these

‘eonditions so they can do business

with the likes of Batista, Peron,
Somoza, Trujillo, DuValliere,
Pinochet, et al, who permit
absentee and local land owners fo
milk the masses.

A simple, fair and effective
remedy uuld be to adopt a land
value "{ax as proposedp by the
American economist, ‘Henry
George. Workers would enjoy the
{ruits of their labors that al pre-
sent are sent abroad to absentee
‘andowners. Most of the turmoil
w~ould cease and with it com-
mursm, fascism, bloodshed and
starvation. Some of the problems
are closedo home. A coal company
that owns 80,000 acres in Kentucky
pays $75 per year in taxes. How
much would a Madison or Jersey
County farmer pay on a QLmllsar
tract of land?

Tom l.ehmann

‘9/2/87 . Ablon
Alon/ciTized

are_shunted to city slums_where

AY

Y

Note — — Tom Lehmann is a member of the Board of Directors of the PURLIC REVENUE
EDUCATION COUNCIL, of St, Louis, Missouri.



September 21, 1987

Editorial Dept.
National Review
150 E. 35th Street
New York, NY 10016

To the Editor:

Mr. William Tucker's article, "Where Do the Homeless Come From?', was at_
once timely, accurate, and a devastating blow to the forces of ignorance.
He is to be applauded. There is an aspect to the situation, however, which
needs his attention and which greatly exacerbates the problem he so bril-
liantly sets forth.

Most large-city property tax codes actually act as an incentive to allow
buildings to rot rather than to improve them, for improvements result in
higher taxes on top of the money already spent. In addition, muach
immer—city land lies either unmused or grossly under-used because its
owners are simply waiting for public expenditure and improvement to drive
up the selling price of this land. The speculative gain thus realized
actually comes out of the public purse, as surely as if robbers had
plundered the treasury. Arnd the price of this lard to builders and devel-
opers is often the prohibitive factor in their plans.

Here in St. louis, the city is currently spending $2.7 million to demolish
abandoned buildings, which, if they had been rehabbed, would have penal-
ized their owners with higher taxes. But where did the $2.7 million come
from in the first place?

Over 100 years ago, Henry George pointed out the wisdom and common sense’
of taxing the location values and leaving the improvements alone. Very
few buildings of any size are built today in major cities without tax
abatement. If it's such a good idea, why can't the smaller developers or
even the ordinary homeowner get the same kind of break? Why:can't we
get the public gains of the speculators back into the public purse from
whence they came?

Rent Control is only one sign of a far greater malignancy. Unless a

tax of site values is substituted for a tax on production and effort,
the cancer will surely spread. '

Cordially,

Neal S. Frederiksen



WALT MUELLER
STATE REPRESENTATIVE

DIS TRICT 63 LEGISLATIVE GOVERNMENT CENTER

12325 MANCHESTER ROAD, ROOM 108
DES PERES, MO 63131
PHONE: 314/821-2040

CAPITOL OFFICE
ROOM 109, STATE CAPITOL.
JEFFERSON CITY. MO 65101
PHONE: 314/751-3787

MISSOURI
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

JEFFERSON CITY, MISSOURI 65101

October 2,1987

The Honorable Paul Berra, Comptroller
St. Louls City Hall

1200 Market Street, Room 212

St. Louig, Mo. 63103

Dear Mr. Berra:

For several years I have sponsored legislation in the Missouri
House of Representatives which would allow the people of
Missouri to vote on the propositions of whether they should pay
their property tax on the basis of land and improvements value
or on the basis of their land value alone.

As you know, this is not a new approach. In Taiwan, Australia,
Denmark and Canada, it is the present way real property tax is
ievied as well as several cities in Pennysylvania including
Pittsburgh and Harrisburg.

In several committee presentations The Honorable John Poelker
testified in favor of such a system of taxation for real .
property and The Honorable Tom Villa cosponsored the legislation
with me on several occasions.

In a preliminary study we found that over 70% of the property
tax paying people of St. Louis would pay less property tax if we
could use land as the basis for taxing real property. Aside
from benefiting the tax payvers, this system of taxation
encourages:
owners and renters to improve their property...everytime they
spend money to improve their property, their taxes won't go
up.
New construction...encourages the land to be used for its
highest and best use.
Stop City decay...homestead programs to allow development of
City's north side and reduce our throw away approach.
More jobs for the area...follow the building boom brought
about by tax abatement in downtown St. Louis.
These would be just a few of the many advantages.

“Ghe ()ﬁ’elﬁﬂm off the @;Deople S hall SBe the éupzeme Law”



As you can imagine, a tax change such as I have suggested will
not come easy. There are many people who need to have strong
evidence that the plan will work and that it will provide the
positive benefits which I have stated.

The Missouri House Computer Staff is assisting me with a
computer program which will allow us to determine exactly what
the ramifications of such a change in our real property tax will
do. All the questions you can imagine will need to be answered.
wWho benefits? To what extent? How many? What income bracket?
What areas of the city? 1Is it a good idea? Many more.

Virvus Jones, to sell me the assessment roll tape. I need the
information the tape will provide to get the necessary answers
to these very important‘questions.

If there are further questions on this matter, please call me
at home. My phone number is 966-0466. I assure you of my full

cooperation. :

You carry a heavy burden in administrating the responsibilities
of City government. I am pleased to hear you are gaining
strength and feeling better. My prayers are that your recovery
will be swift and lasting. ’ : * :

Sincerely,

Julr Il

cc:The Honorable Virvus Jones, Assessor, City of St. Louis
' The Honorable Tom Villa, President of the Board of Aldermen
The Honorable John Poelker -
Mr. Stanley Frederiksen
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Freeholders
Give Post
To meessor

By Mark Schlmkmann
Reg:onal Poiiticat- Correspondent -
Donald Phares, an admlmstxjator
vand economics professor at the Un
versxty of Missouri-at St.".Louis;“was
-selected Monday as admm1strator {0
t..e cat'ir-countv Boa d 0I Freﬂholders;
;. Phares’ Wil *be

absence froni’ his umvers1ty post t
work for the board.

hire ine Unicom Group to’ ‘handle
public relatlons and commumty e_du-
cation~'programs. The company-has

McNary. -
i - Phares; an expert in mun c1pal fl-
nance, was setected from five final-

.chairman of the freeholders’ admin-
istration committee. - =~ .
"' Phares, 45, is a_member of Mayor
-Vincent €. Schoemeht Jr,s commis-
sion to study tax changes In the city,
and.@e has been an adviser on fi-

and other governmental bodies. ~
At one point, Phares was hired to

pushed for the successful incorpora-
tion of Maryland Heights — a plan
opposed by McNary but approved by
voters.

Phares said Monday that he had
been acting as a hired finandial ex-
pert rather than as an advocate for
the incorporation.

Unicom and its president, Edward
M:-Finkelstein, have been.invoived
with McNary on several fronts in re-
cent years. |

For example, the firm helped orga-

$T. Lovig F’aST‘_ bisl?ﬁ?‘t?r?"

“charge .ol mel
board’s staff. He will take a leave of:
The board also. voted Monday 1o -

-close ties to County Executlv 'Gene g

ists for:the posi; said Thomas Dunne, .

nances fo the Missouri Legxslature_

prepare a fiscal feasibility plan that -

nize the petition drive that-spurred-:

Id Phé res
" Will head staff

the format;en of the freeholders

“bheard earlier this year. it has promot--:

. ed bond issues for capital improve- |
. ments in the county ‘and worked .
-against a proposal. last year to mcor—. :
 porate Chesterfield.™

Unicom aiso has been paxd to pro-

‘mote McNary’s plan for:a domed, sta- ;

dium in Maryland Heighits. -

Dunne declined to identify the oth—_ :
“er four péople interviewed for the

administrator’s post. He said that Dee "

A. Joyner; executive: director of the -

County Ecenomic . Council and 4 top
McNary adviser, was well-qualified
but had withdrawn as a_ candidate

early in the selection process.

One member of the commitiee had

. expressed concern that Joyner was

. too closely tied to McNary.

-Sandra Bennett, co—cha:rwoman of-

. a separate committee on public infor-
‘mation, said that Unicom had been -

chosen from 16 compames submlttmg o

bids..

B o

NOTE - - Dr. Donald Phares, of the University of Missouri - St. Louis, has presented
pro-Site Value Taxation appearances a3 a witness at tax hearings in Jefferson ity

and other Missouri areas, and was a featured panelist,
sity of Missouri professors {Columbia and Xansas City) stressing the rightness of
the Site Value approach, at the July, 1985 Conference of the Council of Georgist

organizations at Washington Yniversity, St. Louis, hosted by the Publi¢ Revenue

Fducation Cowncil,

along with three other "miver-




