Speakers at the land tax seminar were, from left, James Hammond,
Tan Evaps, Mrs. Helen Neshitt, Neil Walker, Harry Pollard and Charles

Hall.
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A tax seminar such as the one
held here Saturday is in every re-
spect an encouraging sign to the
heavily loaded taxpayer.

The purpose of such study meet-
ings is to explore new ways and
methods, with the goal of finding
better and fairer ways of taxation.

Qur present methods of faxation
on the city and county level were de-
veloped many decades ago, and ex-
cept for the change in the climbing
assessments, have not been changed
for generations.

The land value tax plan discussed
at Saturday’s meeting may be a beiter
way to levy necessary taxes on pro-
perty owners.

Obviously, no one in our cily or
cotinty government is going to leap
into such a system of taxation without
thoroughly exploring all its many
angles, and without giving all the tax-
payers a chance to be heard.

So all those who are fearful that
some hasty decigion Is in the making
can be at ease.

On cursory examination, the land
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value tax plan has considerable merit,
we now believe.,

The question most likely to be
asked in the future as more discus-
sions are held, is “If it’s so good, why
wasn'’t it tried before?”

Offhand one answer seems to be
that land-rich, pioneer America had
no real need for such a system in the
past. Land in the United States until
a few years ago was one of the cheap-
est investments availahle.

Vacant lots, in fact large {racts of
land, were readily available in Erie
until about a decade ago. The fast-
growing population and its needs in
the urban areas, has quickly swallowed
much of the land up.

But scattered undeveloped land
does exist all over the community.
The theory behind land taxation is
that the levying of taxes on land
rather than the buildings will penalize
the holders of vacant lots, but encour-
age improvements and lower the price
of land. '

Any taxation system which
spreads the burden is worthy of fur-
ther examination.

Canadian
Speaks at
Seminar

Using tax pressure to
bring--available land into
operation-would-solve-the
major ecohomic problems
of today, a Canadizn econ-
omist told the Erie Land
Tax Association’ Saturday.

Harry Pollard, director of the
School of Fconomic Research, To-
ronto, was a speaker at an all-day
seminar sponsored by the organi-
zation. About 40 persons attended
the discussions at Turnbufl Hall,
Behrend Campus.

Pollard pointed ouf that despite
erowded conditions in many areas,
“there are 13 million vacani lots
in United Siates cities—not count-

jing car lots.”

Relatively few of these lots are
available except at a high cost, he
said.

Consequently, they set up a bar-
rier to the building of new indus-
try, expansion of iridustry, devel-
opment of suitable low cost hous-
ing, and setting up of parks and
recreafion areas.

The theory behind land tax pro-
posals — first developed about 80
years ago by Henry George in his
‘““Progress and Poverty'—is that
levying taxes on land rather than
on buildings will penalize the hold-
ers of vacant lots, encourage im-
provements, and lower the price
of land,

Land is a unigque commodity,
Pollard pointed out, “becanse if
the price of land goes up you can’t
produce more. The price just
keeps going up.”

The speaker noted that the prob-
lem applies not only to the United
States but to the entire western
world.

“We have to do something a-
bout our economie system, ' he!
said, “since we face an oppesing
system on the other sode of the
world, If we want a free society
we have to do something aboui

|this imporiant commedity (land)

not controlled by the price mech-
anisnn.”

In his preliminary remarks,
Pollard commented. “There used
to be jokes about the inevitability
of death and taxes. Death they're
trying. to. do. something about.”

Apnother speaker during the af-
ternoon session was Chester Bu-
kowski, chief city assessor, Not-

{ing that be was neither for nor|
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CCHME ON ERIE

LET'S BUILD

STOP TAXING
BUTLDINGS

TAX THE LAND

against the land wvalue taxalion
proposals, Bukowski outlined the
present city assessment practices
in appraising both land and build:
ings.

The assessor told the group that
downtown property is losing value
at the rate of about $3 million a
year, but the city’s total valuation
is continually increasing because
of new building in outlying dis-
tricts.

“I don’t fear the trend,” he said,
“because it's national, not local.
Every precaution is being made
to preserve our downtown.'

During the gquestion period a
Canadian visitor drew laughter
when he asked incredulously, “Do
I understand that there is a sep-
arate assessment made by the
county on top of that made by
the city?"”

A direct question on his.opinion
of land value taxation drew from
Bukowski the comment that after
a previous experience “I took a
firm stand that I would never
again make a definite suggestion
on new taxes.”

The afterncon wound up with a
panel discussion on Land Value
Taxation and Erie. Members were
Atty, Gerald Weber, William Wal-
er, Charles Hall, and Wylie
Young, Walker and Hall are of
ficers of the Erie group while
Young is from the Graded Tax

‘ledgiie of Painsylvania.

Morning speakers were JIan
Evans, Neil Walker, James Ham-
mond and Mrs, Helen Neshbitt, all

of Teronto.
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LETTER NUMBER THREE

Land Tax Association is‘?’x{vrestiing for the mind of Erie, All it asks is the willing-

ness of Erie leaders to examine cargful[y the tremendous potential of Land Yalue Taxation.

ion how freedom can be saved, for Land Valve Tax- .

listen to a'Jot of fancy talk aboeut the need for shoring up our

hat
ation is the ;&K true antidot® for Communism. With it America can leave World Communism

it is our hope Erie might show the n
in a cloud of indystrial dus
liberties. We carigot help but jngree but sel
to do. S
X“k
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¥ ‘%.

m do eny of these groups tell us what we ought

L A %
On the other hand we s§§ millions, indeed the grem“Efiority in both politica! parties, sincere-

ly perplexed, but who, because they see no other

ternative, reluctantly go along with the

steudz encroachment of government conirol of more arid more, and the consequent acceptance
of in

ividual responsibility %in less and less

estate tax policy which confers ‘s

others, —most of us, in fact.

We place the blame on no particular grdy
Almost everyone is afflicted with a custem induced brand of myopiaf

Let us take a hard, cold look ot the facts, and then let t he well meaning people of Erie do

what they will.

Very sincerely yours,

hortoe. 2 sbte

Charles A. Hall, President,
Erie Land Tax Association

Tax Land, Not Buildings
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