War against poverty has been declared.
Just as we predicled a few weeks age fhe
basic cause of paverty is to be disregarded.
Only the symploms are tp be treated. This is
par for the Washington eourse!

We who believe in Land Value Taxation,
that is the placing of the entire real estate
tax on land velte and the vntaxing of #il fme
nfe, e used e such  gvasiong by
" party bappsns 0 be im power

Obvicusly one of the requirements for the
holcing of high offiee In America {s NOT te
know the real cause of poveriy. Just knowing
woitld disqualify anyene on the way up. Ne
one wim understood has ever roached the
BUIMTHE,

Poverty begins {o manifest itself when
population pressure pushes up the demand for
and the price of land. When men find them-
selves shut puf from zeed productive land and
well locaied land sites the economi¢ erosions
of lie Degin.

Good productive land i plentiful. But ail
desirable land is made artificially scarce be-
cause the traditional tax on Jand is sp light
that those who hold title {o land are enabeled
o keep the choicest sites out of use until an
exploitive price is met. If the land Is in uge
they can claim in rent & large portion of the
tightful earnings of all engaged in whatever
the business happens o be.

By placing a higher tax on land, whather
unimproved or in use, and by untaxing the im-
provements produced by labor, we da twe
very important thingz. First, we diminish the
power of the landowner to claim exploitive
prices, thereby meking good land sites avail-
able to all for homes, shops, stores and fae-
fories; second, we removs the penaity, now
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everywhere imposed, for producing wealth
in the form of homes, stores or mapufactur
mg planie and the things produced thereis.

1t should bs the functinn of good gavernment
to see that all whp nesd lend for produciive
purposes are ensblsd o secure lapd and o
work on it without having o pay iribute to
anyone; also, to seg that no unnecessary hin-
drances be thrown up which mizat make the
producing of wealth maore diffirult.

Some people will cry, “Copfiscation”. But
by taxing land according to its true value,
even fhough the higher tax does lower the
price of land, the accompanying untaxing of
improvements tends to soften the blow and
to offer grepi advantages for futire use and
development. If the title holder does nof choose
i0 use the lznd he can avoid the inx by plac-
ing the land on the market,

A preat wrong has fastened itself on eur
people, It has made the strugele of daily liv-
ing unnecesgarily severe. It has produced oh-
solesegnce and deeay. H has bred poverty,
erime and disease. Jt has divided men inio
classes and made the spirit of Brotherhood
more. difficull te achieve. The gulf between
the haves end the havenots has bred cynic-
ism and éncouraged sharp dealing among the

hitmble wiited and just plain crime on the

er levals.

S0 fareeaching and fundamental are the
possibile advantages of Land Valtue Taxation
that it is little wonder that those who under
stand it are inspired with z religious zea] io
share their understanding

This advertisement was paid for by Mitchell §. Lurio of Boston, Massa-
chusetts, who visited in Erie this week and was thrilled af the prospach
of gn American city sdopting Lend Value Toxation.
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"My original interest in Land Valus Taxation grew
out of my concern for central city blighs. Later |
zams to realize its many advantages. Study if. Eris
needs it badly. - 8ges. Jtuay i, cng

Robert D. Meyer, Engineer,
General Eloerie Ce.
And EL.T.A. Directer

A new catch phrase hes fust come out of
Washingten. Our president has "declared war

r poverly”. Suppose we all draw up our
chairs and watch. How will he mobilize his
orces?

Listen carefully and see if anyone in Wash-
ington ever meantions LAND. Den't bet it will
kappen befors you cat again. You will sfarve
to death. Don't offer #o "hold the breath”
until somesne in Washingtorn mentions Land
Value Taxation.

To us of the Erle Land Tax Association this
s & heartbreaking situation. In recent months
we have come Into collision with the facis.
We know now that poverty will never be dealt
& lethal blow upil LVT has been applied. I¥
is the primary antidote.

This is how we sse if. Poverty is born when
men are shut off from land, As long as there
was good land to be had for the taking pov-
erty never had a prayer. Production may have
been slow but there was no poverty and ne
indigent class. Everybody worked whe wanied
fo work.

When &ll the good land was taken up and
the landowners and the speculators were able
to claim high prices our #roubles began. Rents
iacreased, living costs soared and the burdens
of taxation grew. Nobody suspected that all
this was related to the local policy of taxing
real estate. Nobody realized that the lower
land is taxed the higher in price land be-
comes. The land speculators laid the founda-

Yichs for sach successive depression as local |
governmants fell inte the practice of taxing
everything in sight sxeept land, With this pel

‘fey of sheer ignorance poveriy was born,

Paverty is not scmething that csn be de
siroyed by the upper schelons of government
it is born back where the local covernmenis
establish their tax policiss on land.

There is one thing that the leaders in Wash.
jagton could do. I they only understood the

meaning of the phrase, "Collect the publicly
created valus of land into the public freasury
to bear the public expense.”"” When +his is un-
derstood and done our baitle against poverty
will have bean won.

Becauss wa know these things ars so, we
say, ""Let us stop locking o Washington. We
have the right to tax land value here and now.
This is the best way to deal with peverty. This
alone will raise wages, lower rents, decrease
living costs, encourage industry, rebuild our
city, wips out slums, create jobs and keep
freedom and opperfunity alive.

Give us & chance to prove that we are
right. Plan to attend our five week course in
Fundamental Economics at the Ceniral Y be-
ginning next Tussday, Jan. 28 at 7:30. Buy a
book worth +sn dollars for $2.00, and the
eourse is yours, "'for frse'',

Call the ¥ or ELTA for particulars. ELTA,
2217 Paninsula Dr, TE 3-0229.

g7a3




Erie News & Timeg---March 14 i264

Forty-eight vears ago they adopted Land
Value Taxation in Sydney, Australia. All
buitdings and improvements were untaxed and
the entire real estate tax was levied against
isnd value,

Svdnev was old. ¥light and decay were
ant. The huninsss district was obsleie,
shabby buildings were

everywhere.

Today Sydney is beautifui. The business dis-
triet is resplendent. Fine bomes and large
apartments house itz fwo million people.

Gradually the idea has spread. Permissive
iegislation, such as we have in FErie, has
paved the way for loeal authoriies fo adopt
LVT Teday hundreds of cities and whole

staies in New Zealand and Australia tax Jand
 value. and buildings are all exempt,

Once such a tax policy Is instifuted there
are never any returns to fhe old system. The
people who own property like the system and
protect their inferests by refusing to allow
selfish land speculators fo talk the govern-
ment into rescinding its action.

Statistics galore are available to any who
might wish to check the facts. The facts are
that in every communify or staie where the
land tax policy is in force more houses are
built, more stores are modernized. more fac-
tories are established, and the drift of popula-
tion is always toward the LVT community and
away from the communities that still use the
old system.

But some people say, “Buf thai is in far
away Australia. Hew do we know it would
work here?”’ To this we simply say, “Land is

Pr. Marey Gunnison
Brown, reficed Frofpse
sor-emeritis  of Eeausme
ice,  Univ. of Missowri.
Plowr livitg In Measvilie,
Henilable for esnfersnces
ar lestures on LWT.

in his book ""Ths Effective Answer to Communism' Dr.
Brown has a ter on ''The Challenge of Australis
Tax Policy' and gives many statisticc on the effects
of what is called site-value taxation in thaf counfry.
We have fen coples of the bock and will send com-
plimentary copies tp any who call TE 3-0229.

DE. M. 6. BROWN

land and men are men everywkere, i land is
bought and sold you may depend upen it that
men will always behave the same, whether in
560 B.C. or 18684 AD.. whether in Paris, Ma-
nila or New York.”

Real ostale taxes in Ausiralia arve not used
to cover as wide a range of conuynunity ex-
pense as they are in America, The federal
governinent sgpporis the schools. This means
that they do not coliect more than 50% of the
full economic rent of land. Howsaver, they do
eollect more than is done in other couniries
and they never tax buildings at all. All {old,
the effects are highly beneficial,

LVT bas been tested m the only laborator-
ies available fo the political econornist. If has
eome through with flying colors. There is no
longer any question that it will work, That has
been demonstrated. Guinea pig cities are
passe. Experiments have been completed. The
findings are all positive.

Canberra, the capital of Australia has en-
joyed LVT since it was established. The gov-
ernment leases all land sites. There never
have been any taxes cn buildings. Canberra is
cne of the most beautiful eities in the world.

Collect the publicly created volue of lond infe the public trewsury fo bear the public expense.

Call or write ELTA, 2217 Peninsula Dr., TE 36229

- There is nothing {n all the world-Tike LAND.

It is nnique. Yef, there is perhaps nothing in
the world that = so litfle understood.

. Public aweresasy of the importance of land
i gur econoniy i@ minimal. Seldom is i ever
mentioned by those whoe gremvie with econo-
133%:5: prebiems or iry fe anslyze economic coi
ditions.

sving W earelery o

This is “what” Everv bit of good usable
land! is belng held by sometne. Some s W
use ond sope ie being heid oot of v “fr o
olnt is thal every B of good

2 Iang iz being held by someone,

. Taxes on usable land are minimal, whether
# is being used avery day su is the lane under
The Heston Btare, or whether i is laznd such
a5 the worshippers at The Cathedral ses gvery
Sundey as they leave the church, There It Is,
good, ussble and very desivable land with a
shanty ik the center.

The Bocton Store pays only one sixth of its

. enormous tax of $115,746.00 on land. Under fulf

LYVT its tax bill would be about $70,000.00, but
it would ALL be on land, Then & would be
free to do anything it might wish with the
building without further tax penalty.

The point is this. The government now re-
quires minimal faxes on_land, whether the
land is vacant or in use, For this tiny sum i
agrees o protect ali rights to exclusive pes-
session. Most land is under-assessed to begin
with. Thea it is so fagrantly under-taxed that

“Cince learning abou? Land

Value Taxatien ths word @

fand hes assumed 2 new

significance In my think pES, JOHM D,
Rl BLAMDER
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all men sheuld have the right

ed in thelr right to beld land.
e believe this is 2 primary function of gov-
errmert. Whst we oblect to is the dispardy
between : e pa tazes

ession and what

Though there is plenty of land our present
tax policy makes good uszble land qrtxfsaahy
gearce and forees the reat of land in use wp
g0 high as to make {he justification for ushng
the land a constant jssue in the mind of the
user.

There is only one cure. New deals, fair
deals, new frentiers, “being willing to dream
and dare,” are ali abortive. Nothing will work
except a policy of Land Value Taxation,

Land is God’s gift to man, wol fo one man
or to a few men, but to all men, & good gov-
ernment will see fo it that all its ejtizens have
foir and equal opportunities to gain and hold
exclusive possession of land.

Land is worth what men are willing to pay
for it at any time and at any place. When land
is assessed at its true market value and taxes
are levied or land and land only, then, and
only thes, does the game of business and daily
living hecome fawr for everyone.

Sollegt tho publisly ereated walue of land infe Hhe freusary fo bear the public expense

Call or write ELTA, 2217 Peninsula Dr., TE 3-0229




