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DIRECT MAIL REACTIONS

Qe recelved rocentiy s lstier from a certaln college president in ro-
sponse Lo a request that nanes of a few members of bis faculty ve supplied,
After saying that a ruls forbade hig doing ﬁhis% ha went on to give his
ow: personal reaction to the project as conceived., 8ince nls attitude
wiil probably be shared by others and will express the opinion of MY,
may I repori the more pertinent content of his letter and of my own reply.

purpose and your sarnest expsciation

that professers will appresciate a bit of "free education® in

the field of Henry Georgs I don’© want to interfere with

you, but since you have sald thisg to me, let me say Lo you

very humbly that I don’t believe they will appreciate this

free cducation., 1§ will be glad to give my reasoms.

"1 note your gincere pu

"In the first place, your letters about Henry George re-—
veal the impression on your part that this is a new idea. The
teachings of Henry (sorge, on the other hand, have besn very
gmphatically presched and taught and ars well known to the

nity amd mave been scientifically studied,

teaching fr
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"in the sscond place, 1t 1s the impression of the teac
Ing profession that the First Preshyierian Church of Batavia,
oh the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
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of & Preﬁbytef an minister, When a
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pronouncemants in the economic fieldq 1t ig not welcomed,
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T think the identilicatlion of your ministry and of

he First Presbyterian Church of Batavia will sesm Lo the
people of the church and to the church colleges a distinct
prestitution of your church Lo other purposes than that for
yilghed I nope very earneztly that you will

which It wag agiarl
return to your task of ﬁf@achiﬁg Chirst and not any sconomic

theory, capitalistic, sceizlistic, commumlistic, or any other

theory. "
In reply to the foregoing, I sent the Tollowing letier:

"althoush I fully sxpect to receive many such letters as yours, 1
nave estimoied the risks and have decided that they must be taken,

"1f wou do not mind, I shall proceed €o glve my rsasons oy under-
taking this project. 1 appreciate the sincsrity of your advice, but a3 a
gcholar, 1 hope I can disagress with your conclusions without giving any
impression of bitiernsss,

Mogt of the men who make up the teaching fraternity were sducated
as T was, in colleges which Tor years have given Henry George ths brugh-
off'. Your asgertion that his doctrines have been widely known and dige
cugsgsed 1s guite correct, I mention thai fact in my second letter, That
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most, or even a small fracticon of the Professors of Economlcs ever gave to
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nt of view, 1s
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the gtudy of Henry George the time necessary to get his po
certainly not Lrue. It takes much, much wmore time than any school with
iz willing to devote to nis interpretations. I you

which 1 am familiasr
nad tried, as 1 have so freguently, to disposcess the minds of college
rained students of ceriain fallacious concepts, and had you seen at iast

1Lo

toht dawn upon their faces as the confuged elements of economics

new order in thelir minds, you would know Uhal what I say 1 Lrus.
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"How I do nobt know what yvou think about conventionsl economlos a

taught In o schools for me, I bhave developed a Tirsgi-rate gense
" ¥

of itg futility

confront us.  That

alvation for the econocmic iils that
e Lo spend my
to be nandled by anoither group of 83—

Christian ninister, ha
time in a field whi
perts,
might bs
of thi

There are 2o many other things I

I will admit

Put T was led Lo make a study
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DT e of their own scionce whicnh could be hy Lhe 1o
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pernaps Dr, Harry Gunnison  Brown of Missowrd Siate. A studeni of the 0ld
Testament, Louis Walllis, in "God and the Socisl Process® and "The Blble iz
Human® has cast much lignht on the subject Tor me.

"We do not live in a world divided inio many compartments, though our
goclal hnerifage, espescially that part which we inherited [rom Gresce and

Homs, tempis us to belisve that 1life 1z wade up of many parits,

remalns, however, that tnis is one world:; 1t all belongs to God, and svery-
tlosophy of

thing In it must hook-and-eys together, I belisve in the
monism and not that of dualism, For an intelligent discussion of this 1
refer you to "The Clue to History" by John MacMurray. Hs tells us that
Jesus wag not an idealist, as we use that term, Jesus saw all of life as
the gift of God and refused every subtle tempiation (o think in dualistic
Terms., Life 13 21l of one plece, For Him thers werse no distinctions such
453 the sscular snd the sacred, ALl 1ife was both secular and sacred to
Him. For Him, God's children should never be divided into classes or
prezssure groups. To permit this is to deny oners faith in the real Jessus.,

"Hlow as to your conviction that I might better confine mysell bto
preaching the Gospel, please keep in mind from the start my dsep convic-
tion about the teachings of Henry George. I do noi present them as just
ancther set of theories. 1 sese them as revesaliing the itrue nature of all
gconomic 1ife, 1 understand hig book, "Pregress and Poverty” to be a
clesr-cUut aAnalyvsls of the economic process by which we discover the law
which permits one class of men to {ake mors than its Just ghare of what is
produced. It boils itself down To mysell, a minister, preaching the gospel
of love and fair play in the social sphere of action. You grant me the
right to teach chilldren the art of sharing ungelfishly., You even grant me
the privilepe of pleading with adults to assume the burdens of The wsak,
Thig is the spirit of the Jospel. There 15 no fundamental difference in

my effort to plead with men Lo or

ganize thelr scciety in such g way that
the bully cannot take advantage of his wezker fellowz., It 4

the husinsss

of the church to preach and teach men not to behave 1ike bulllss, but ©o

treat one ancther according to the fundamental iaw of love,

"1 do not "substitute the gospsel of Henry Ceorge Tor ths (oapel of

Jesus,” T preach the Gospel of Jesus, but T use the loglc of
to prove who 1s the bully in soclety, As long 28 you think of it as just

another theory, you will naturally refer to it in prejudicial terms as the
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"But, who made this Tun

sconomy, one of the many "probably ateriie the prablems that

pertley us ally  That s wnich 1g, or whi
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people wWho do not want a Christian world and who wili ki1l and murder ine-
agiscriminately to keep the world the way 1t 2. These aré the people who
have succeeded in meking men, brofessors, preachers, vesg, and collepge

presidents, think that this 1s just another theory that ig 1ike 21l 1ts
sleve~like cousins, Thay have succeeded in making otherwlse good mern, men

who mean well and who would be better if they only knew better, think that
this is Just another bratn-siorm of some disappointad zoul,
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"1 am not & sRing you of f my mailing list, for I know that you ars g
man of personal ity and that you must certainly he interezted
In Christian interoretations of current 1ife. I you do not appreciate Iy
efforts to tell what T havs ssern, - thers i always the wastepaskeb and
baper 1s cheap, Ws can aflford £o pﬁy For 1t Just to take s chance of win-
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Henry deorge, can come ﬁnly whsn wmen learn to “associate t?@mseivea (et

gether in equity™. I think Jesus woald agres to that,




