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December 15, 1983
Dear Valued Frieand of P.R.E.C. -

Very special grestings from all of us to all of vou., COnce agzin it's time to
extend warmest felicitarions of the Happy Heoliday Season to ezch mmd every one
of you, along with sincere wishes that the great Blessiags of this Seasom are
yours to cherish and enjey. It's time, too, to up-date you on the goings-on
here at P.R.E.C., your mid-continent Site Value Taxaticn educational and prowo—
“tioaal "arm", and to give you a progress report on how the Site Value Taxation
concept continues to make gains in our area, sven theough it seems, sometimes;
at cnly a snall's pace.

1982 has brought much more headway than heretofore for our ever-increasing ef-
forts to make Missouri the very next State in which Site Value Taxation will
become a fully realized gozl, rather than just the dream and the rhetorie it
has been prior to now. Significant steps forward have bean made, as you'll

see from the following list of some of the results achieved over the past 12
months, extyacted from notes in our office loges By the way, such progress
wouldn 't have been possible without your moral end financial support, and we
bope that what you see here will persuade you to assist financially, once again,
as we gather mowmentum in our 1984 “push™. The items below are set forth in
approximetely chronological order:

1. Missouri Repr. Walt Mueller began, in Jenuary, to mowumt his SVT program
in our State legislature, mapping ouf extensive and detsiled plans,

2. LAND and LIBERTY's Jan./Feb. '83 issue featured our Missouri SVT activity.

3. A wide mailing was made, early in the year, of CGO's fine pamphlet, "AN
INTRODUCTION TO THE GEORGIST PHILOSOPHY AND MOVEMENT™.

4. By late January, Walt Mueller had readied his House Joint Resolution # 31
(Site Value Taxation enabling legislation pointing toward a Missouri Con—
gtitutional smendment} ~ - setfing op mochinery for House Cormittee hasve
ings on the bill, Walt amnewnced the bill was to be be heard before the
House Committee on Equzlizatiom aad Classification, on February 15, 1983,
in the afternoon, in Jefferson City. Strong effort was bent toward et~

ting capable witmesses together, toward mounting a2 P.R. campaign, etc.

3. An old business assoclate, and a real go-getter, Ray Shamel, of Acton,
Massachusetis, was put in touch with Larry Clark and Mitch Chanelis, of
the Henry George School of Boston - — if Ray can he enlisted into the
Site Vajue Taxation Cause, New England will have a2 new and superbly driven
spokesman for our concept.

6. On February 15, Walt Mueller's SVI HIR. #31 was heard by the Missouri
fHouse Committee, as scheduled, and really stroeng impact was reported made..
Personally testifying were Walt Rybeck (Associate of Congr. Bill Coyne,
in Washingtom, D. C.), The Hon. Thomas B. Curtis {former U. S. Congressman:
from Missouri}, Mrs. Harry Gumuison Brown (noted economist and widow of
the former Chalrman of the University of Missouri Department of Economics),
Dr. Bdward Metzen (current Chairmsn of the Econ. Dept. at U, of Mo., Colum—
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7. Stan Frederiksen presented ocur SVT slide show o the Nid-town Riwanis Club
of St Louls oo F“LVLéfy 23,

8., Severasl earlv March meseitings were held with {aﬁr. Walt Musllier, critiquing
our 2/15 testimony, end planning mext steps”. Walt reported good "feel”
about our 2/13 presemtziious, and expressed hope HJIR #31 would move through
the House Committee, and onto the House floor, for debate. ALL of us held
Yiiagers croased’.
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iG. On HMarch 14, Director Neal Fredeviksen preseated the case for Site Value
Taxation £o n paael of St. Louls Cizy Officiels, at a "Towd Meceting” near
his home. His depubt crepbed quite a stir, neot only among the officlals,
but erong his many nelghbors attending the meetiag.

11, 1In esrly March, all PREC officers and directors ware trying to contact as
many Misscuri Representatives as poseible te urge z "do pass" through
the House Committse we'd addressed 2715, Hon. Fstil Fretwell, Chairman.

12. On Apcil 7, we got notice to Vﬁ%te our PREC ogffice (bulilding being re-
habbed) ., Move to bs made on or befar& Sept. 30.

13. On April 10, Walt Mveller reported his SVF bill {HJIR #31) had been *bottled
up in Committes”. However - -~ this was nof beacause it lacked merit or sup-
part, but rather beceuse several bills of great immediacy got prefevence
so thut HIR #31 had to be by-passed for this session. Of great significance
- = Walg told us that the great mojovity of Committee menbers wers most
fovorsbly inclined toward his bill, and that ounly the priority that had to
be sccorded other bills preventsd its  getting a “do pass™. Back to the
drawing boards! Walt said much study was to be given to Site Value Taxa-—
tion by the House, later in the year.

14. On May 22, PREC officers and directors journeyed te Columbiaz, Mo. and made
a Site Value Taxation presentation toe the Adult Forum of the Uhitarian
Universalist Church, at the invitastion of Mra. Harry Gunison Brown, who
has worked tirelessly there, and throughout the Unitarian Universalist
organization nationally.

15. Walt Mueller, through Walt Bybeck and Ted Gwartney (former Assessor of
Southfield, Mich., and, earlier, an assistant tc Irene Hickman in Sacra

ments), was invited to be a fastured speaker, during the ensuing October
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2 =~ 5, 1983 meeting, in Vancouver, B, ©., of the Intewmational Association
of Assessing Officevs, Walt to axplove the subject of Site Value Tazation.
{Walt accepted the dnvitationi.

Ca June 17, Divector Don Killoren initisted the idea of the "First Annual
Missouri Georgist Conference? to be held at Hevitape House, Columbia, Mo.,
on July 31, 1983, lnvztaai@ns gent ouk,

Oa 6/20, the first steps were taken to cowmpulerize fully our PREC mailing
list. After sowme "bups” are eliminated, we expect to have this obijective
achieved in the nzar future.

During July 12 - 16, Executive Dirsctor Stan ¥rederiksen repressnted PREC

at the National Joint GCeorgist Conference at Goleta, California, whara

he gave a report on the progress of Site Valeue Taxatlon in Misscuri.
%;ﬁu‘i Himsourl it Confersmee was held, dn

ouri Gegrgizis present, plus some puests, Walt
u?eﬁg a8 was Dr. Ivene Hickman, who spole on her Georgist
Ew ) thy 1% u various

%uﬁlier was fea

ba utd and her current invervest in helping the fause,
10} v osnge 18 sponsoring, Including sn snnual Econowics Essay contest,
£ Neill Hay sast Missouri State University,

Har prize winner this vear, Nell Maver, of Earﬁhw
presented his essay, "Ricardo’s Law of Reat”. Jack hickmen was also on
hand, as weve & numwber of PREC officizls, John Moreles, from Maryville,
Me., and last, bat by no means least, adding an Internsztionasl flsvor,
Hugh McGahen, of Ia?mxca 1, New 7 n@e Hueh had been a house guest of
Frederilksa & whiech covered ?nl" conference.)
While in 5¢. Louls, huh Wi ey to the Editor” of the Stl Louis
Globe IDmmocrat, on SVI, which was published a few days later.

!w* e
brebn

On August 7, we got word that the State of Miq*ﬁvri would sponsor Walt
Mueller on his trip to Vancouver Gob. 2 - 5 to spesk on 3VT there to the
Int'l Ass'n of Assess’g. Officers. House Spbaker fob Criffin backed this.

The August 8, 1983 FORTUNE Mapeszine article alving Site Value Taxation
was dlﬁuflbbﬁﬁd widely by PREC, most specifically, by Director Den Kil-
loven, to all Misscuri State Senators znd Pepresentatives, along with
a note urging, ’%lsﬁwarx neads thicl’™

Frisco @”ildlnﬂ OWHars Ojgggﬁd us to vacigte our ofriice on Sept. 10, On
that date & "moving party’ was held, and we moved to cur present location
at 806 Chestnut Street, *h&ﬂh Trv%sur@f Fhil Cotiron had foumd fer us, It
will take soms “catching up”, for zll of vs, so please be patient while

we sort things cut and get orpanized again.

On Sept. 30, Irene Hickmen phoned - = th&refs an opportunity to participate,
push SVT and exhihit at the Eansas City, Mo. conference of the Missouri
Association of Social Workers, to be held October 26 28 1983. Booth

arvanpad and plans made.

As of Sept. 30, Dr. Irene Hickman and Chuck Byrne (Kansas City) accepted
directorships of PREC,

On Oct. 10, Director Joe Casey veported he has joined "Confluence-St. Louis™,
a civic organization dedicated to gverall improvement and development of
Metropelitan St. Louls. Joe is on their "Legislative Committee", and & num—
ber of us wrote the Committee, asking that Site Value Taxation be explored
by it,
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Good impact ab both the press conferencs and threughout tbc haaring itself.
tten up = = & copy is aw hls upon Tequeést.
the St

Both the St. Louis CGlobe Demscoral o « Louis Post patch published
erticiss (copiss sttached), and 30,000 wait CBY Radic hF@l carriad
coveraps, including a fine doverview with Chalrman Estll twell.

Decemher 2 = = hearing at University of Mizcouri, Kansaz Cilty, Mo. = =
Westpork Boom -~ « 5100 Boekhdill Posd, i i ‘ mized and or—
chestrated by Welt Mueller., TPresenting ors

Hon. William Ressell Robinson (sitting City Cowmcdilman, Pittsburgh)

Hon, Willism Coyne {U.5. Congre n from Pittsborszh, Washington, D.C.)
Hon. Ogoree W, Lehr {Forner Missouri St Ludd
Mr. Den Swuiliivan (Fresident, Picisbureh Incenti Sapue)

Bon. Ed. Schwaneke (Mo. State Repr. from Scuth v, and
actually a monber of ths Commirntes Dvi@“e which he was testifving)
_Mr, Cheries E. Bymse, Dirvector, I

Per Walt Mueller, this heaiing, too, went excepiionslly well = - article
about it io the Kansas City Star. Entire hearing was tape-recorded, and
when transcribed, we'll try to make abstracts aveilable.

From its limited rescurces, PREC did assist finanelally in the travel expenses
of severzl participantzs. Walt Mueller greatly encoursged by situation thus
far. He's rveady to push on to the actual introduction of his SVI language

in the Migsouri House, in January.

Stan Frederiksen invited to present Site Value Taxation story to the St. Louis
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compsnies in the construction industyy who make up the Associsbed
General Contractors of 5%, Lowis., PREC slide series to be presented st
their headquarters on Friday, January 13, 1984, :

30. Director ¥eal Frederiksen has arranged 2 spuaking engasement for Executive
Directoyr Stan Frederiksen to lecturs oun Site Value Taration, using our
‘PEEC slide series, on Thursday, December 15, 1983, to the two classes in
Feonomica at St. Louls imivevsity Bipgh School, This will be the fourth
vegr where wi have been invited to be gusst lecturer by Economics teacher,
Mr. Jack Shanunon.

To help us in our work, and to share In this very productive push (for-the Site.Value

 Taxation concept); will vou (a) send your earolliment/investment/contribution - -
substantial or modest - - usging the form below, and (b) include your request for
SVI literature we kave avallable. (Partial list on the coupon below. - All are
avallable at no charge.)

Not the least of the happenings hers in 1983 was the sad event that left a gaping
"ole"” in the overall lesadershiop we'd learned toc depend upon so much over the
years — - the passing of our beloved Nosh D. Alper, our founder and first presi-
dent, who departed thic 1life on June 30, 1983, st the ape of 87. Significantly,
a nupber of memorial contribubions hawve been received from about the Country from
somz of the grest number whose lives Nozh had touched.

Thanks wost sincerely. Your genercus help will provide a substantial portion of
the means by which we can, andé will, continue our work toward petting Site Value
Taxation started and established here in the Midwest, thus sssisting toward the
overall goal of halping us work toward your better future.- - and everyone else's,
Won't you send your response on the ccnvenlent coupen below? We'll be ever

soc grateful.
Cordlally = « and "HAPPY HOLIDAYS!"

i
(Stanréy A. Frederiksen,
Execative Director
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PUBLIC REVENUE EDUCATION COUNCIL - -~ Stan Frederiksen Date

Room 303 -~ 806 Chestnut Strest - ~ St. Louis, Missouri 63101

Dear Stan: You bet! Keep working toward those goals you've set for Site Value Taxatiom,
Please accept my 1984 membership, as follows:

Life Associate -~ $i,000 and up § Encouraging Ass'te - $10+ §
Sustaining Ass'te - $500 + $ Basic Membership - $5.00 §
Par tlcxpating Ass'te - S1004 3 Total Enclosed 5

And please send copies of PREC~available literature — partial list below. (Write in others
you feel we may have or can get for you).

Title Name

Address City State Zip

Partial list of available publications -~ - {Check those you'd like us to send)

1 THE FOUNDATION OF ECON. FREEDOM {Alper) ] FATHER McGLYNN AND THE LAND QUESTION (McGlynn}

71 ARE PROPERTY TAXES OBSOLETE (Alper) {J A DILEMMA OF CONTEMPORARY KEYNESISM (H.G.Brown

I WRONG SOURCE PUBLIC REVENUE (PREC) C1IS IT TIHME TO REFORM THE PROPERTY TAX? (Alper)

ITHOW TO REDUCE GOVERNMENT SPENDING, [JE0W COLLEGE TEXTBOOKS TREAT LAND VALUE TAXATIO
COSTS AND TAXES, AND INCREASE PRCDUCTION (Elizabeth Read Brown)

CIOTHER (Use other side, if necessary)
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- State official wpp@r%s tax roie
desagned to push redeve!apmen?

Land should be taxed at a hi ﬂher
rate than ihe property located on it to
stimulate consiruciion and
rehabilitatinn  and  disc m?'n.f:e
absentee landlordism, staie Rep.
Walter H, Muelier Jr., R-Kirkwood,

" said Friday.

Mueller spoke at a press
- conference during a break in hearings
in Clayton held by the Select Interim
Commities on Property Egualization

" and Classification.

~ MUELLER SAID he would
introduce tegislation in January
calling fer a constitutional
amendment granting iocal
governments thé option of
. implementing this “site value
taxation.”

“The person who is utilizing the

" Tand fo its highest capacity will gei the
advaniage,” Mueller said. “There is a
lot of open land that is not paying its
fair share of taxes.”

The people who wiil not iike the
concepl are these “who are holding
land because it will increase in vaine
in the future,” sald former U5, Rep.

Thomas B. Curtis, who supporis the_\

proposal.

THE IDEA WAS first introdnced in
the Cenerai Assembly by Roberi O
Snyder, a former stale reoresentative
who i3 now a judge with the Missouri
Couriof Appeals.

State urban redevelopment laws
allow “tax breaks for those who are
wiiling {0 invesi money in imprwmg
vacani of rundown property,” Sovder
said Friday. “5ite valve system would
do he same thing but without any loss
of tax revenue to the jurisdiction.”

If implemented, the tax rate on

buildings would be reduced and the
rate on land increased gradually until

the ia2x on buildings was stiminated

altogether, Mueller said.

Such 2 system would result in tax
savings fo 7¢ percent of St Louis
homeswners, Mueller said.

The ultimate aim of the tax
redistribution system i3 to stirnulate
redevelopment and employment by
mofivating property owners {o build
on jand they own of expand L‘ustmg
facilities, Mueller said.
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