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e AGCGRESSIVE ACTION ESSENTTAT FOR VICTCRY

1. Victory is our geoal, and despite all obstacles we have encountered,
we still believe that victory for Georgism ks possible. Bub we feel that it is
only possible throvgh aggressive action .

2. By action we mean any activity to promote the spread of our cause.
That is our broad concept of Georgist action.

'3, Our movemsnt is essantiaily of a politieal nature. In the broader sense,
the time is always ripe for political action. Whether the time is yet ripe for
any truly great victory is a debatable question.

L Ve TEEHE a8 well vealiss, if We do Hot alfeady, thétmﬁé'are'ﬁﬁ%”ﬁbw P —
road to any guick or easy vicbory. Obviocusly because we still -lack the strong
support that is req uired to achieve any major soclal refoom.

5. In a demcoracy such as ours, it may be assumed that on most conbroversial

'issues, majority support is necessary to obtain the desired legislation or to defeat

undesirable legislative proposals, and consequently opposition or indifference must
somehow be overcome if we are to attain success in any issue of fundamental importance.

6, What is the best strategy to adopt in seeking to promote political action?.
We have no sure answer to this guestion as yet. Through the years Georgist leaders
bave tried many approaches and have won some minor victories. Buf this question is
thus far wnresolved ~- because no particular strategy has as yet med with extracrdinary
success., Conditions differ in our many states and cities snd mey require different
methods of approach.,

7. GCeorgism is unique in character. There is perhaps no iype of social,

“@conomic or fiscal reform that presents greater problems or difficulties. Ours is

truly a bard nub o crack: gence the need for the strongest possible organized sumuort

8. From the earliest days, though there has always been at least two schools
of thought, a pdlicy of gradualism or partial application has tended to dominate
the Gemrglsﬁ.movemeﬁt -Ang this is still true, perbaps more so than ever, as now
exemplified in the property tax reform strategy so sirongly stressed, But this is
just the latest idea. It logically follows the Pennsylvania Graded Tax plan which
has been featured in our propacanda ever since 1913, when the Pitbsburgh law was
enacted,

9, There are differént theories related to the problem of organizming for

- political action. One reason for geographical concentration is that we are obviously

not strong enough, either numerically or financially, to atbempt to sweep the whole
nation. Another logical reason sppears to be a convietion that the most vital need
is an actual demonstration of the value of land value taxstion in operaticon somewhere.
Concentration has long been advocated and pursued. Ii bsgan in the United States with

~ the Delaware campaign of 1896 in which Henry George personally participated. Georglsts

have always been confident that any adequate demonstration would produce such good
results as to prove its efficacy and thus vastly increase popular support and also
lessen opposition,
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10, There is another theory that may be of equal or even greater vallidity.
This may be recommended especially where there now exist constitutionsl or legislative
obstacles to achieving any local demonstration of a home rule nature., In any such
situation, the option exists of simply atbempting to enlist public support for the
Georgist cause by raising any issue that may lend itself to political campaigning.
Many bslieve that a more radical or fundamental approach is best in the long runm, and
furthermore that popular support can more readily be enlisted for basic reform than
for the more timid approaches ewployed by many "step-by-steppers.”
Perhaps the State of California is the best example of the more radical approach
that has been pursued in several appeal8 for a popular vobd because the initiative
- and refereﬂd&m has . long prev aile a- in th'at . Sta'tec S

- 11, But Georgists are not restricted from engaging in political activity
anywhere where free elecbions are available te all qualified citizens. They may,
if deemed necessary or desirable, organize or affiliate with an independent political
party of their own choosing. In the days of Henry George most Georgists of political
persuatinrwere affiliated with the Democratic party and Oeorge himself actively
campaigned for several Democratic candidates for President. Bub during the administra-
tion of President Woodrow Wilson, separate Single Tax parties were organized and
placed local and national candidates on the ballot. Perhaps the most notable incident
was the campaign of the Commonwealth Land Party in 1928 under whose bammers William J.
Wallace of New Jersey and John G, Lincoln of Chio were actually nominated for the
exalted offices of Pfesident and Viee President of the United States, respectivelys.

- 12, But &kt seems cbvious that it is neither necessary or desirable to organize
or to emply an independent Single Tax Party. In the United States we have two great
national parties, Reppblican and Democra tic. Most citizens are affiliated with one
or the other, or choose between the two in voling for candidates from time to time,
Perhaps the most significant fact is that the open primaries provided by the parties,
provide an opportunity for Georgists to help nominate Georgists or sympathizers to
the various political offices, or to enter themselves as candidates. As most of us
are probably aware, this spproach has beén employed widely through the years, with
the result that at least Georgists have been nominated and frequently elected to
positions as Governors, Senators, Congressman, leglslators, Mayors and Councilmen,

13.. The actual elesction of Georgist candidates may be difficult to achieve
but nonetheless politicdl campsiigning can have great value as an educatlonal
exercise, to helprpopularize Single Tax proposals or ideas. We may continuzrto be a
minority but quite often it will be found that the minorily on any issue is more
nearly right than the prevailing majority. The one great essential is to promote
campaigning in one way or another, and the more aggressive, the betier.

- - Pércy R. Williams



