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JUSTICE NOT EXPEDIENCY FOR ALIENS

ovr paLicy of interning all refugees of German and Ansirian origin
was a disgrace o our inhevited {radition of personal freedom and
liberty. To resiore the honour of our country as well as British
prestige we need an immediate re-orientation in our attitude towards
these people so as to right a wrong that has besn committed and to
wipe out completely the injustice that has been created.

Insiead of internment being the rule and release the exception, we
shouid demand the release of every individual internee whose inno-
cence has. been established.. . : SR

Why they were inierned

Six months have passed since the fatal decision was taken to “intern
the lot”, The following were the chief reasons advanced by Mr
Peake, on behalf of the Home Office, as a justification of that
decision :

(1) “Greatly increased unemployment amongst aliens of all
kinds”, increasing the burden on the refugee organizations,
and thus indirectly on the Government itself.

(2) The fear of mob-violence. “1a the event of serious air raids on
this country many of these people would be in personal
danger.”

(3) The alleged discoverers of cases of Jewish refugees being
actively engaged in espionage work. :

(4) The fact that this “policy was strongly advocated by the
‘military authorities™.

What are the acinal facts?

(1) The cost of maintaining the refugees has not been decreased

but rather increased as a result of the Government’s policy

. since the entire expenditure of the various camps is being borne
by the Government.

(2) After nearly ten weeks of intensive bombing, not one single
case of unkindness against such refugees as are free has been
reported.

-(3) Mr Peake himself confirmed that he could not “recall any case
since the beginning of the war which could be described as a
hostile act having been proved in a court of law to be attribut-
able to either of the classes of aliens (i.e. Austrian and German
refugees from Nazi oppression)”. It has been said that there
may be some who are secretly dangerous, and yet one of the
categories of the White Paper orders the release of key-men!
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This i,)lwzaiu;s;l}’_zs the last place vou would put a man whom
vou thought might be dangerous.

(@) As an emergency measuie, and of a jemporary nature. the
decision 1o intern all retugees might be undersiandable ag long
as the danger of invasion was acute. But that danger now has
passed, and this justification, therefore. 60 longer holds good.
MNor does it justify the “detention™ of the refugees in Canada
and Australta where there 15 no danger of Hitler invadine.

Experience has proved during the last few months that this policy
has resulted in an intolerable state of inequity arising in our midst
while engaged in fighting to restore human rights and human liberties
in Europe. This policy has caused greater harm to us, especially in
America, than could ever have been the danger from these people
whoem Hitler had driven out of their own country. People at home
and abroad have come to question the meaning of freedom and
began to doubt our sincerity in our struggle. It is the reputation of
Britain that is involved. It is with this end in view that we must
radically change owr policy.

The only way to do this lies in ordering the release of every
interned refugee from Nazi oppression who is not in any way sus-
pect; and to order their release immediately and without delay,

The new policy

Such a decision alone would show the great demecratic nature of
our constitution. Mistakes are lable 1o be made in any state; but it
would be wholly inadmissible if the Government were not to try and
remedy them once therr atiention has been drawn to the ervors of
their policy. The world would realise cur true conception of the
meaning of freedom. It lies in the hands of ihe Secretary of State for
the Home Department to rally round us all people, whether fres or
oppressed, in our fight against the common enemy.

Two majer prellems :

The release of all internees, with'the exception of those whose loyalty
to this country is to be doubted, creates two major problems which
musi be solved so as not to lfeave the measures adopted ia an
unfinished state. The first question concerns the Legal Sratus of the
Refugees.

Legal position

The refugees no longer enjoy the protective power of their former
country, nor have we been willing to assume that responsibility. But
this war is vastly different from all cther wars, We do not fight for
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our own sggrandisement. We fight for the restoration of Liberty in
urope, And every individual who shares our outlook, and whose
abifity has boen proved, is our ally, irvespactive of aatiwonality o1
~reei. This is the only distinction we must draw.

Therefore it is our duty to assist all those who are willing io sup-
port us m our fight. All those must be treated with the same respect
with which British subjects are being treaied; and they must be
invesied with the same rights enjoyed by our own nationals.

Fagland was one of the signateries of the Convention of Refugess
in 1938, and the British Government then declarsd its willingness and
desire o :

“that refugees shall be ensured the enjoyment of civil rights, free
and ready access to the cousts, security and stability as regards
sstablishment and work, facilities in the exercise of the pro-
fessions, of industry and commerce, and in regard to ths
movement of persons, admission to schools and universities.”

To o great extent, the Government adhered in good faith to this
Conveation until the outbreak of war, but has since disregarded
entirely the obligations accepted voluntarily. As a first step we must
reafiirm our readiness to adhere to this Convention in the lefter as
waell 45 in the spirit; and we must base upon this Convention a new
lagal status of the refugees that will grant them

(1) the right to asylurh;

{2) to enjoy the same rights to proper triais, legal defence, and the
right to appeal, as should be applicable 1o all British subjects;

(3) the right of assembly to look afier their interesis.

These provisions to be embodied in an Act of Parliament ; and if
necessary a new Minister 10 be appoinled to see that these cbiiga-
tions are duly carried out. Such an Act alone would be able to re-
dress the damage done towards the refugees. it would clearly staie
what we are fighting for. And by granting asylum and protection to
these refugees we would lend practical support to our policy.

The gquestion of employment

The second problem arising out of a new policy would be the
problem of employment and the right to work. This does not only
concern refugees but the vast majority of aliens now in this country
and who would be only toc willing to assist us in our war effort.
We cannot, of course, afford to let these people remain idie and un-
emploved. We need workers in ihe economic field and soldiers in
the military field. We could use foreigners in both these capacities.
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Agnd the foreigners themselves wonld be only oo ready to give us all
the help they can,

Writing in the intcrnment camp paper, The Onehan Floneer, the
editors siate in an Open Letier 10 the Minister of Labour, "We sug-
zest that an Alien Labour Corps should be organized on semi-
military lines. . . . It should be organized o be available for ursent
work of aational importance, like the building of shelters, urgent
building work, repair work, transport service, . " This suggestion
shows the spirit of these people who in spite of all the injustice dong
1o them, have but one wish: Lo assist us in our war effort.

A new suggestion

1 therefore suggest that, wherever a foreigner may be usefully em-
pleyed in helping production or any other capacity, all restrictions at
present applicable to his right o take up employment should be sus-
pended zutomatically ; and that forsigners be allowed to be employed
wherever there is a shortage of labour. All these foreigners should be
organized in one vast Ewropean Legion, a sccond Ipternational
Brigade, to co-operate fully in our war effort and to share the fruiis
of our victory.

The Furopean Legion
The European Legion would have a military and a civil section.

The military and semi-military section

The military section would include in the first place the Auxiliary
Pioneer Corps, the Polish Army, the Czech, Dutch, Norwegian
Forces, the French Forces directed by General de Gaulle, those parls
of the Foreign Legion who are at present in this couatry, and if pos-
sible a further force to be added to the Foreign Legion. This lurther
foroe would consist of many first class officers and soldiers who are
refugee enemy aliens and who could be more usefully employed in
ihe fighting services than in the Pioneer Corps.

The semi-mifitary section would allow the employment of
foreigners in the civil defence services as rescue workers, auxiliary
firemen, stretcher-bearers, etc., particularly where there is a shortage
of A.R.P. workers. These men do not mind danger, and only want to
beat Hitler. Another important consideration would be the fact that
they would be afraid to foot.

The civil section
The civil section of the European Legion could perhaps be sub-
divided as follows :—
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JUSTICE NOT EXPEDIENCY FOR ALIENS

ouR poLicy of interning all refugees of German and Austrian origin
was a disgrace 16 our inherited wadition of versonal freedom and
iberty, To restore the honour of cur country as welt as Brinsh
prestige we need an immediate re-orientation in our atitude towards
these people 50 as Lo right a wrong that has been committed and to
wipe out completely the injustice that bas been created.

Instead of internment being the rule and release the exception, we
should demand the release of every individual internee whose inno-
cence has been sstablished.

Why they were interned

Six months have passed since the fatal decision was taken tc “intern
the loi”. The following were the chief reasons advanced by Mr
Peake, on behalf of the Home Office, as a justification of that
decision

(1) “Greatly increased unemployment amongst aliens of all
kinds”, increasing the burden oa the refugee organizations,
and thus indirectly on the Government iiself.

(2) The fear of mob-viclence. “In the gvent of serious air rards on
this country many of these peopie would be in personal
danger.”

(3) The alleged discoverers of cases of Jewish refugees being
actively engaged in espionage work.

(4) The fact that this “policy was sirongly advocated by the
military aathorities™.

What are the actual facis?

(1) The cost of maintaining the refugees has not been decreased
but rather increased as a rgsult of the Government’s policy
since the entire expenditure of the various camps is being boirne
by the Government.

(2) After nearly ten weeks of intensive bombing, not one singie
case of unkindness against such refugees as are free has bsen
reported.

(3) Mr Peake himself confirmed that be could not “recall any case
sin¢e the beginning of the war which could be described as a
hostile act having been proved in a court of law to be attribut-
able to either of the classes of aliens (i.e. Austriap and German
refugees from Nazi oppression)”. 1t has been said that there
may be some who are secretly dangerous, and yet one of the
categories of the White Paper orders the release of key-men!
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- 1) Doctors and dentists,

?) Scieritists and research workers.

{3) Persons working in industry and trade (not only those who do
work in :connecﬁon_with the export business and munition fac-
tories, but also all those who are usefully employed, including
typists, transiators, ete).

(4) Persons working in agticulture and forestry. .

(5) All useful journalists, politicians and writers who should be
organized under the Ministry of Information and could very

~ substantially hefp in fermenting a revolution on the Continient.

(6) Nurses. -

(7) Teachers.

Furthier sub-divisions to be -'d_isc:l_ssed might be added.

The significance of the European Legion

In addition to providing friendly aliens and aliens of enemy nation-
ality with a dignified status, the Furopean Legion would have an
nspiring effect both on its members and on their friends who still live
on the Continent. it might play a historic role in putting into the
foreground certdin aspects of this war which have not been suffi-
ciently realised by many people. The European Legion could help
greatly in demonstrating to the world that this COUNtry is Carrying on
the present struggle not only as a war of Britain -dgainst Germany,

but asa war of the forces of freedom everywhiere against tyratiny.

The alien problém must be solved because it is a British problem,
and because otir future and the future of all freedom loving people
is at stake. -
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