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Civeular Convening Conference to Promote the
Taxation ot Land Values,
T OBE OHELL: N OTHR
Trades Hall, Glassiord Street. Glasgow. on Saturday,
tth November, at 330 pan

67, Westr Nile Bireer, Glasgow, )

Dear Sir or Madam, September, 1916,

The Scottish League are comvening o Conlerence to promote
the Taxation of Land Values, with special velerence to the Binancial
and economic conditions arising out of the War

Arrangements have been made Tor holding the Conderence in the
Trndes Hall, Glassiord Street, Glusgow, on Saturday, #th November,
at 330 panme Mro 0 Dundas White, LLD. MP. President of the
feague, in the Chair. _

Speakers in support of resolutions include My, R. L (_)lithi.-vmtf.
MP. Alderman P. Wilion Roflan, MP. Ex-Bailie Peter Bart, 1P,
My, W, 12, Lester, M.A. Mr. John Gosdon, 1P, )

The Conference is of special importance in view ol the need for
wdditional revenue, the attempis to abolish the work of Land Yaluation,
the deliberafe attacks on Free Trade, and the menace of usemployment
ak the close of the War, o

lndustrial, Socta), Economic and other progressive Organdsafions
will be represented. i

You are cordially invited to be present. and o anticipation of your
attendance 1 enclose Ticket of Admission for vourseli and friend.

Tickets available for ¥isiiors may be had on request.

Uoam
Yours jaithiolly,
JAMES BUEBY.

Secroliry.

Resolutions to be Submitted to Conference,

nns the inerease in the taxation of food and
ing taxes on brade and industry ; declares
‘ red 1o make n special contribubion
nt to frmpose  diveet tax on Land

(&) That this Conderence aond
the adoption of petty and has
that those who hold the land sheuld be regui
towanrd its defenee 1 ealls wpon the Governn j I 3 L
Values, and for this purpose to requive owners of land o fo riish o declaration
of the py Tie and charactor of their holdings ¢ and affirms that such a tax,
hesides pr cenne, woulid open up the Ja.‘nf! 1o the people and p‘mmota}
nroduction, and. together with Free Trade, would prevent the nnemployment:
that threatens at the o of the war.

(2} That the Conference views with grave apprebiension the fnancial and
industrial prospecis of the country affer the war ; affioms the tmperative andd
urgent nesd of opening up land under favourable conditions to labour oon-
demans the waste of Parliamentary time on fokile measeres like the Small
Holdings Clolonios Act: repudiates experimenting with holdings on barren and
ermote Tand when th it { fertile and convenient land arc lying
praciically idle o dec ential precedont condition of snecess
for any sehems of Land Settlement, Parlament must fmpose a WX on Famnd
Values, and thus give practical exprossion Lo a policy which will open up Tond
freely o agrienitural produaction in all lis branches, assuribg groatly widened
apportunitios of employment, higher wages, and redneed cost of living.

LAND VALUES CONFERENCE.

Under the aospices of the Scottish Leagne 2 confersnce to
promote the Taxation of Land Values, with special
reference to the financial and economic conditions arising
out of the war, was held in the Trades Hall, Glassiord
Street, Glasgow, on Saturday, November 1th.  There was
an attendance of 700 to 800 persens, the Hall being packed
to overflowing. The platiorm was fully occupied.
Corridors, and a large side-room, with an open door to the
inzin hall, were requisitioned to accommodate quite three-
score of Iate comers, who stood all throughout the pro-
ceedings istening eagerly and ioining in the applause, as
argument and illustration were advanced by the vanous
speakers. '

Among those present were Mr. J. Dundas White.
LLE., MP., President of the League (Chairman),
Mr, R, L. Quthwaite, M.P., Alderman P, Wilson Raflan,
M.P.Mr. W.R. Lester, MLA., Mr. John Gordon, J.P., and
ex-Bailie Peter Burt, LP. The delegates, who numbered
about 400 Gncluding 2 nuinber of Ladies), were representa-
tive of County, Town, and Parish Councils, Co-operative
Societies, Trade Union and Labour Osganisations :-
Baihie John Mo and Councillor Battershy, Glasgow City
Council ; Mr. John Ross, L.P,, and Mr. Stephen Henry,
AP, Glasgow Parish Council; Lord Provost Don, Trea-
surer Soutar, Councillor Scrymgeour, and Mr. William
Blyth Martin (Town Clerk, Dundee City Council : Coan
cillors J. K. Mwray and John King, Motherwell Town
Council ; Provost Yudall and Councillor William Young,
Galston Town Council ; Bailie Daniel Ferguson and
Counncillor James McQueen, Renirew Town Council ; Mr.
Jas. B. Anderson, My, Collin C. Blair, and Mr, Adam
Cowan, Cathcart Parish Council ; Mr. George Grant,
Leshie Parish Council ; Councillor E. Shinwell, G, F. 5,
Shanks, 5, D, Fraser, and William Shaw, Secretary,
Glasgow Trades Couancil ; Mr. J. G. Campbell, and My,
Willham McBonald, Avrshive Trades Council ; Mr, L
Mitchell Quainn, Editor » Glasgow Observer :  Me, Robert
Blackie, London ; Mr. T. Cameron, Chairman Executive,
and Mr, David Cassels, Hon. Treasurer, Scottish League ;
Mr. James Busby (Secretary): Mr. G. B. Waddell ; Mr.
Dravid McLardy ; Mr. C. H. Smithson, Halifax ; Mr. Fred.
Skirrow, Keighley ; Mr. Chapman Wright, Birmingham ;
Mr., W, ) Young, Edinburgh ; Mr Isaac McKenzie,
Inverness: Mr. A. W. Madsen, and Mr, John Paul.

Mr. James Bussy, the Becretary, being called upon by
the Chairman, intimated that apologies for absence had
been received ifrom the following amongst others :—The
RBt. Hon, Arthur Henderson, M.P., Commander Josiah
Wedgwood, M.P., Mr. Charles B. Price, M.P., Mr. H. &,
Chancellor, M.P., Sir Williazo Byles, MP., Mr. Alexander
Shaw, M.¥., Mr. W. M. B. Prngle, M.P., Mr. George
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Bsslemont, M.P., Mr. Alexander Wilkie, M.D., Mz, Lows
P Javoby, of London and Melbourne, Mr, Thomas I
Binnie, and Mr. John Nettlefold, of Birmingham, the well-
known town-planning reformer, who, the Secretary stated,
had written as follows 1
“Phere are Pwo schools of thought in land and
housing reform—one school believes in public land
purchase, the other in rating and taxing land values,
The patriotic members of both schools have the same
object in view, s, the cheapening of land.  Business
mon know that the advent of a fresh sod rich buyer into
@ et where the supply is strictly limited always
rosults in higher prices. Public land purchase wmust
thorefors raise the price of land, not lower 6. Rating
st o its best use on 1S
sad of on what i is now bringing in will
rst for landowners o
rs Lo do so in order to

aetual value ir
ohvicusly moake it more
holil up their land or allo :
find the money for the increased rabes and taxes.  From
which it follows that rating and ing land values m
cheapen land, As a town plasner of many yea
standing ¥ ar much dissppointed that so lttle, T might
hing, worth having has resulted foz the poores
see from the Houging and Town Planning Act, 1909,
[n oy opinion nothing worth having for the pooerer
classos will resuls from this Act upiil it has behind it
the rating and taxation of land values. (Cheers.)
Fryvawcian Npoessivies oF T8y Wan

The Ciarssan : Ladies and Gentlemen, this conference
has been ealled by the Seottish League for the Taxation
of Land Values to promote the Taxation of Land Values
with special reference $o the financial and ecconomic con-
ditions arising out of the war, What we desire is to call
upon the Government to impose a dizect tax on Land Valuen
at the earliest possible moment, (Cheers.)

We have always been of the opinion that those who hold
the land of the conntry ought to make a special contribufion
to the needs of the people, and the case for it is sfronger
thay ever in the financial necessities of this great war,
hecause there s also another principle, that those whe hold
the land of the country ought to pay for its delence.
{{heers.) We have advocated this cause in peace and we
advocate it in war, because the war makes it even mors
urgent. Look at it only from the financial point of view.
Here we are in days of £500,000,000 budgets, of a b
income-tax, and of other heavy taxes. What are we doiag to
mereagse ooy revente ¢ We are inereaging the taxes on tea,
sn coffee, oo cocos and on various other things which are
necestary items of food, not only for the rich but for the
poor of the popalation, and by so dolng the prices of food
stufls which sven withent sueh taxes wonld be far too high

co mmiscel

are made higher :
xcheguer

laneous faney taxe
has recently 3 PO L , atax apon mineral
& tax upo 1alis and cimenn entertaliments,
o8 wpon vazlons other things. And it looks as o
» going back to the agegregation of petty  and
baiassing taxes which bore our forefathers down antd from
whick ¥r. Gladstone delivered this country long veary ngo.
{Cheers.)  Wa protest against thess taxes. 16 e ‘high time
that she land values of the country shonld catch the eve

{ the Chuncellor of the Bxchequer.  (Cheers.) Owr
poliey is the practical expression of a great pownciple.
The principle 3s that in a veal sense the land of the connbey
is the birthright of the people of the couptry—{cheers)
and that the valne which attaches to the land owing to
the presees and demand of the community is & brue soures
of public vevenus and a proper subject of taxation
{Chesrs.) ‘

and
we

Mearmmve oF Lanp Vawvs

What iz meant by land values ¢ Take this place where
we are now met. Suppose that we removed the roof ; that
we took away the floors, that we demolished the walls,
and that we dig wp and earried away everything that
human industry had placed on, in or under the soil
What would we have left 7 We would have a certain
unmber of square yvards of land in an Important part
of the City of Glasgow, and the owaership of them would
carry with it the right to what lay below down $o the
cenbre of the earth and to the upreséricted air spare
above; and In this community where competition is keen
vou would find that this land possesses a high valus,
That is the value which we are oub o tax. ((heers)
Stated generally, the land-valne of any piece of land 1s the
value of the land which is there natusally, apart from
improvements which have been made by human industry.
How far the present svstem is from rating and baxing
fand on ibs true value, particularly when it is not being
wsed, may be shown by some instances in our immediate
neighbourhood.

Harive awp Porcmase Varvus CoMparED

The Corporation of Glasgow required some vacant land
i the Calton district a few years ago. Iike most people
who want land they had to pay for i, and they ;}e‘iid
£2,540. X do not say that was too much. But suppose
that was the valize of the land. Take 1% at 4 per cent,
which was what the Royal Commission on Housing sug-
gested some thirty years sgo. and you have an annual
value of £83. On what value was that land being rated
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and taxed aceording o the valsation roll 2 ot o £93,
the fuli velue, but on £5, so that the holders of ik wext’
practically exemph froms taxes altogether. Our proposal
ts that land should be taxed at its true value, (Cheers.}

Yail down the (lyde. When you near the widening of the
siver, look over the starboard bow of the steamer tﬂ_K.!l-
creggan.  There you see a picce of land that is used for
a fortifieation for the defence of the Clyde. The price
the Jovernment had to pay for it was ‘£14,500. . That
4 per cent. gives an annual value of practically 1.60() a year;
bub it was being rated and taxed, not at £600, but at
one-tenth of that—£60, )

Now lock over the port bow towards Greenock. On that
side you see ten acres of land with foreshore, purchased
for use as a torpedo depdt, an important national undez—
taking. That land was rather expensive; it cost £97.225.
Now tf you take that at 4 per cent. it works out to moTe
than £1,000 per year. But the annual value on it on which
it was being rated and taxed was only £11 3s. (A woice
* shame,” and cheers)) Round almost any town 1n
Seotland vou find Jand kept back from its best use. It may
be tated and taxed on an annual value of perhaps 30s. or
354, a year, but when you come tofen it you find the annual
feu-duty asked for it is nearly £30 or £35. That is whas
is crippling and strangling our Scottish towns and pre-
venting their expansion. (Cheers.} In these instances EH
have quoted, if the prices were not too high, the valuations
for rating were far too low. If the valuations for rating
were fair, the prices were excessive. {Cheers.)

Opgnine tHE Eyis orF MivisTERs

We have been fighting along these lines in Parliament
aver two Bills recentlv— the Acquisition of Land Bill and
the Small Holdings Colonies Bill—and it has helped to open
Ministers’ eyes to what is going on all round the countey
to-day. But the people who must open the eyes of Ministers,
ves, and a great many members of Parliament soo— (" Hear,
hear ”)—are the people m their own constifuencies. (Qhegrs.}
Omr first proposition s thas, particularly in this time
of financial necessity, the Chancellor of the Bxchequer
should devote his attention to the land guestion, and that
he should have the land valued and taxed at its true valoe.
{Cheers) We pui #his forward in $he first instance
as a financial proposition.  Bub it i more than &
financial proposition, Those of us who are working
for this cause see in it a prineiple which no other cause
offers of opening up the natural opportunities for labour

n the land.,  {Cheers.} .

1

Take the case of Greenock, one of the most overszowded
centres 1 Heotland. T land Tike that of which I have
spoken wis rated and taxed st its troe value of more than
£1.000 o your mstead of at £11 » vear, do yvou think that
land would bhave remained vacant so loaz? And so it
s with land which is being held back aronnd our towns,
H the awners bad to pay on ifs true valoe they would bring
it into the market fo-morrow.,  An economic prossure
would be brought to bear that would make the owners
either use the land themselves or pass it on o other people
who would use it. (Cheers.) We want to increase the
avatlable supply of land, and the increase of the available
supply will being vents and prices down te what they
ought o be.

Tar Ky ro Narture's Srosi-Houss

Un every hand we find natural opportunities shut againsi
the people; we find Nature's store-house locked against
them. We are not going to break in the door; we are not
even going 6 force the lock. We have got $he key, and the
key is land wvalues, (Cheers) Ouor first step 1 to get
a true valuafion of land valoes. That will fit the kev
into the lock, and the taxation of land values will turn
i, (¥ Hear, hear” and cheers.) We shall then have
broken down the monopoly, and the natural resources
of the conntry will be opened to the people as they ought
to be. That of course is not all.  We must get this tax on
foot as the beginning of a great reform ; and we want to
cairy it further.  As soon as the tax on land values is in
satisfactory order we want to increase the amount of that
tax, and a% the same time to do away with those taxes
which at present press heavily on houses and on buildings
and on all other improvements.

Arvrern Lacw or Qartral anp oF Boucation

We must beware of the Protsctionist fallacy that
atterapts to promote agnculture by sepding up prices and
rents. (Cheers) The way to improved agriculture is notio
nerease the price of the produsts but to decrease the cost
of production, and we would decrease the cost ol pro-
ductios by cheapening the Tand and making it easier {or
the people to make the necessary improvements. Home
people think that we veglect the question of capital. We
do not negloct the question of capital. We put capital
in 35 true place. In order to deal with the problem of
capital we have to deal with the problem of the land
from which capital is derived, The land monopely brings
ug #p against the capital monopoly, and in order to deal
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in
for War admisted, a8 a grest many Uonservative deaders
admitie 1, and as evety Dabour Member in the House of
Cormmons adimitted, i that were so, then surely the case
i ten times stronger to-day.  Surely, before we tax tae
ten of the widew and the old-age peusioner. snd befors
we tax the wages and amusements of the people, we mwht
to say that those who hold the land of the
be calied npon o make a contribution, | hvm««) v, i
it was necsgsary bo advocate this reform be fore the war, not
mersly as o means of securing revenue but as & means of
promoting production, surely in the problems which face
us o eonnection with the war, it will be more than ever
necesaary. 1 our productive forces azvmdua 2l s
be, by the number of owr comeades who have lost fhmr e
in the war or come back mutilated and wish limbs lost -
surely the necessity for increased produstion s greater shill.
{Cheersy And i as we believe !n’ opening up the lapd
1o the people pmdu(’nrm will be increased, we ought to
demand that the Government should now pave the way
by htzdlwlmg the landlozd monopoly.  (Cheers)  If the
hmhmw que _umn Was an *;npommi guestion hefore the
WAL x‘fh,u, will it be when these men come back 7 S,
during the period of the war all building has besn at an
absointe standstilh,  You had a house famene befove. 14
will be intensified enormousty now.

Housing ProsigM

GLaseow

Might I particalarly dieet your attention to the housing
guestion which exists in your own eiby ¥ You have a
gplendid record on this question. 1 know wou have good
reason to. There 8 perhaps no gmmmam%y in Bootland
o Great Britain which has a housing problem s acute as
vours hers in Glasgow, What iz the position
1m whish von find vourse Jvps i greai ciby of vours
oURaples A Al of something ltke 19000 acres. Al
the buildings, houses, business premises, factovies, all the
buldings stand en 14,000 of those 19000 acres. You
hive 5,000 actes—3,000 of them called agricwltnral lund
and :&(ﬂ() saitable for building but endively anunsed
have 5,000 aores of land unused for bwidmv OVEE 4
i{iicﬂﬁ‘(’] of the total ares not builb on at all. T }zﬂli”}l there
this great need for buildings for the Emmann of the
}J{:{){;!_ﬂ, over one-fifth of your uml ares 18 ‘.i.ti‘ﬁil}.ﬂ!?{i u#
agricultnral land. How do these respeciive properfies
stand on your valuation roll ¢ The entie valuation
standing in the valuation roll of Glasgow is something
like seven and a balf million pounds. Upon that there
paid gomething ke ene and a hali million pounds in
wmanicipal rates,  What contribution towards that is wade

1t

of your land, the tooF vour Tand
that is wot built on ¢ 14s valuation stands in the valuation
roll at something like £17 D00, and its total contribution
to the rates is ]lh% ahout £1.0000 2 suis o aeghgible thas
with vour million ang a !mli vedr might afford :1'11|‘Nt Lo
do withont o alt ogether. How doos that aflect v i
hoasing probiesm ¥ 16 affects the howsng probiem i this
Wiy, that fm«i of all you are hemmed to and erowded into
the centre——while the inndowners of this land, which ie
Mg i:-.he:z payment of vates nnd favas, wait witid the
e 15 greater still wall uwotl the overcrewding ix
: or than ever so thai they can raise the m,uu;miv
price bigher and higher, and in the meantime they pay uui’
on the valuation which they would te bo any P
who wanted fo bulld houses on it but DAY O £his |
smal value which § have quoied to v,

 The zesulb of that is that as you come eloser and closes
o the contre vour overcrowding prows greater and ¢
greater.  kn zome of your entside dispricts the density of
popuiation is something hike ffty persons to the acre,
less, 1 think, thav % cught to be it ln SO pressure
that {and wers Lrought iuli‘. wnto use. In the heart of the
industrial districts the density &5 300 persons Lo the aere
#x Bimes ax Qugh, and 1 some  of Ty nx-’:*_a"t!‘ewt{'{mi
distriets there are 600 people to the acre,

niin 1to

Panpuorpiss ann Unieo Livg

What eficet has all that upon e of the community ¢
The f*luwmv.?s of the Housing Committee of (_ii;xse;'f)a«:
Corpovation stated the other dayv that in some of “the
distracts compared with others the infantile mortality was
two and twothivds as high,  What does that mean ¢ OF
the 11002 childien in twe sreas—the birth-rate ieinﬁ‘
exactly the same for each ..w im die before thevy are tz;,a{}
ars ol age, BO00 die in the wowded distriets w h.ew
: density of population is (zﬂ(l to the a and only
ﬂ)i)ﬁ die in the districts where there adr ‘sgm ¢ and
sunshine-—8 000 ;s(sifntm! citinine logt bo the community
theouygh tandlordism whieh throttling  Glaspow a-ﬁl{f
rning the chances of its huirns o win their way ‘(;;;}:g;
be men and women. (Chees) o

) Let me say no man honours miore than T do the work
ol your Pablic H e*-uh'h Commities—those who are s
up clinies and gebiing health visitors and prov i(f;nu
for mothers and all i! v sorf of t‘msig, By all means
feh us spread sanibary knowledee, but 3o not let glilgv[,f;{i\»
delode themselves wto the iden that that can talie the
place of fresh ar and sunshine.  The peoplo in Clonnaughs
and Connemars, as T doressy seme of vou here Lzmw
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who coms frose there, wmelude many people—it W se
digparagement to them to say so—whose standard of
: g of santtary scienes is not very high—no olinies
b no lectures fo wothers there, but the
e in Oonnaught and Connemara s the
the United Kinedom. ((hesrs

Nov Crivies pur Air
1 tell vou that though you have o clinie ab sach street
a7 bealth vist i &E Vou

qrve ivg:i;tn%*s a0 mokhers, and ¢ ..}pe:;tzmﬂ
morning and twice every afteinoop- o
still have 1o grapple with this e SOITI oS mﬁm‘t!o doatl-
rate unl suosce that the babies get sunshine 4”4, fresh
air, and shat they sre given the !wnlafm that God Almighty
intended them to have. (Cheers) § am glad vou agree
with me 1o that. I am d@li(r}a w that there ave
s lavge number of represensatives Trom trade unions here
et zoe pub this $o them, 1 hope they will cheer 3t too,
but T don’s mind whether thev do if they-think about it
It ig not poverty only, Poverty s bad. No doubi if
mothors had more to :q)nuc] they might do just a little
hetter, There is plenty of povert Connaught and
Conngmara,  The v'f onry wage, probably the veal wage
there is just as low as o these slums of Glasgow, ard
i tell vou 6his, that i you were to denble vour wages,
trable your wages, quad ﬂ;s\!e YORF Wi i# iand nw;m;polg
still cootinues there with is iron orip, rou would still
have thess abominable condidions. (Cheers) W wou
double, treble, or quadruple the ws vou wonld so raise
the “‘Ni“}“dl standard of r.nmfm-%- that the poople with one
room would want two rooms, the peonle with fwo w mﬂ:i
want thees, and fhe people with three wonld w ant foo
and 20 on, and -E;,«»w uw‘id b sat demand for
housing accommadation.  That s frue. bub that m
pew huildings, and when vou want tand to put vour 1
on vou would find that vonr fand
doubled and treblad and qt;adn‘aplf‘d ton by the demsnds
of the landlerd. 7 Hear, hear”” and cheers

YVissow op (9ry or ros Foroen

genienes 35 Ghat thess things
are of mash vital J!!!pfh banoe to the futurs of this !’éﬁ?ﬁlﬁ‘s
oW m the past stood by this great relorm
in the days betore this ferribie tragedy came apon the
Fuaropesz %idl’l(_iﬁb go ¥implore you the work of zocial
reconstruction, o which we must set onr ‘mnd% at the
close of the war—aye, and even now, in antieipation of the

Lot me in a concluding

LRI #5)
and tri

imﬁnd reform
r the foture.
FOU cad é

bre

T Lo

’f)}uil%' up huz 2 u%}
;md and stror rity where the womnen will be sentle
and pure and gc}m e city where every httle child wil)
veb ifs chance and will Tive in a hm,!iin' happy home
s;?é*y T ei’tnwei and geatly tonded, not anfitted bt fiet
fie enuous and | ,?g’)ﬂh‘ﬁ_ﬁ!! life whick
awnits Ezt;u i the years fo come—sa city where the slom
aned zii e sweater will have beolutely disappeared—7T ask
vou to work for such a oity, and to-day to make R yorr
miuds o lay vour foundation-stone of the vty of  the
future i)'gr working for this groat veform which alone ean
make it aitainable for the pe e:);iﬁe of this land,  {Cheers.)

bere the Z‘H’il wili be

L:,}mauxm Poczurine 7aw Tax

Mr, W, B, Lus MoA, ia seconding the vesoluiion
said @ The substance of this rsaclution which 1 #ise to
second s that hefore taxing the food and the houses of
the people we shall tax into the public exehagner what My,
Asquith, the Privoe Ming has def as the communal
vale of the land, the value which the people themsealves
and Whu b therefore swl:ﬂv belongs o ths

iinve ere .
people t nms;nviw 5 That i the substanes of this resolu.
TR,

Foolien think that i.h @ mi« mu?(g wliich Hn*\ movement
E]Ab lss.&w;w socwide :

: & - and mis-
: - 50, 4 vou will bear ‘Mih rue for ane moment,
i mdxj 22!{9 to do what §oean to olear

f.i'ﬁ:‘”*&l s here ‘dws have any mistonce pt:

Y aw?nﬂn P
v Chademan told us that lond vajues
exeept now very small degree and in o
That s peels -

- _ ¥ drue. Bar there is
ieg}ayﬂ 2roaspeet of 18 which T owenls r to enforce. That
i that sense band values ave i

il ponnd, 4 el fuli valie,  The faet
,-z!lum are taxed by the landlord.  Tha lan
swhole of the lond value, and s
i > b avghter and H]:wa) Tain Hupith,
vour great declared mavy years ago that in
tusing {and valnes swhat YOU ian i flmf You are going
b :‘:";:al‘ the Tandlerd pa rent to the commanity for the
Find that be has the privilece trofling. (" Hear, hesr ™
Fe 38 o reat-pavment made by the landlord fo the people
Al preseat the landlord s shnply a private tax colloctor

{9

sz
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He woes vound, collects the land values tax from every
man, womaen and child in thas country, and inssead of
handing it over to the public exchequer as ordinary bax
solleetors do, he keeps it for fus ewn purposes. (** Hear,
hoar,” and chesrs} 1 am stre erybody will agres that
it wonld he nothing unreascnable if we ask him to disgorge
and hand over to the public excheguer $he tax that he him-
wolf has collected. (** Hear, hear.”) That is the substance
of what we mean by the taxation of fand values,

A Srur ro Laxp DEVELOPMENT

1 think a very good parallel conld be drawn showing the
efieet of thiz proposal--a good parallel eould be drawn
hetween what we propose and what is done to-day in the
coal-mining  industry, You know that the ordinary
company which leases a coalfield from the ground landlord
is always obliged as 2 condition of the lease to pay a royalty
of 50 much for every ton of coal raised, andin addition to
that the company has to pay what i known as © dead
rent,” whether it is mining the coal or not. Many pay
thousands of pounds to the landlord during the time they
ara developing the mine, while they are getting no revenus
from it. I do not grumble at that. The landiord has
an object, not altogether a had object. He insists on
this “ dead rent” whether the mine is being worked or
not, becavse he wants to be quite sure that the company
will not rest on its oars and will do its very best fo
bring up all the coal it can and a8 quickly as it can, and
e knows that the best spur fo make it do so 18 o insist
on its paying this “dead rent” whether or not coal is
peing produced.  The result is the coal company puts
its best foot forward and geis the coal oub as quickly
as it can.  All that we propose is that you, the people,
the State, should treat the ownor of the land, the man to
whom royalty and fixed reab is paid —that we should treat
him precisely as he treats the coal company- -(laughter)
——that we should demand that he shall pay s fixed rent,
& dead rent, to the community, to the public excheguer,
whether hie mines coal from that land or not, and the same
with every landlord, rural and urban, the landlord of every
ground.  To tax land values simply means that the iand-
Dwners shall pay u dead rent to the State, and that that
cent, shall be in proportion fo the bare economic value
of the land. The effect will be to gtimulate production,
sput the landlords to industry and increase generally the
demand for labour precisely as it does when the landlord
puts the pressure on the coal mining company, and it woukd
have the same effect on ail land throughout the ecountry.
whether in town or country: ‘
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LawD Tax witn Dusares PRICES

1 would Bke to give prominence to apother effect of
importance. This tax on land values s often confused
with ordinary taxes, but the thing to aptios  and
to make po mistake about, iz that 1t has precisely the
opposite effect to that of other taxes, hecanse simply it
not a tax ab all § fhink all other taxes, alnost every
other tax as at present levied has the efi 5

oot of nere
the cost of prodaction and making living dearer, making
prices higher Hvery tax, on sugar or fex, the inhahited
house dety, and the local rates on houses, every one of
them has the effect of making living dearer because they
a1l act as a brake on production. The tax on land values
on the other hand would cheapen the cost of living by
forcing more land into use, and therefore increasing the
production got from the jand, and it would lower prices.
To sum up, the present taxes raise prices —the land values
tax would lewer prices.

The present faxes act as a hindrance on production.
At a time when we are being urged by the powers that be
0 inerease production, we tolerate taxes whick more and
more check and restrict production. Then again the
ordinary taxes tend to lower wages, because they inerease
the cost of living. The land values tax tends to ralse
wages because it opens up opporbunities and gives greater
olbow room, more breathing space, more opportunities
for employment. It would lessen the namber of men whe,
in normal times, are begging for work at the works’ gatbes.
Tt tends to raise wages, while thé present taxes all tend to
lower wages. Our proposal as embodied in this resolution
has the sffect of increasing production, lowering priges,
and raising wages, while the present taxes have the effect
of limiting production, raising prices, and lowering wages.

Reguias oF THE ProPACANDA

My Jomy Gompow, J.P., in supporting the resolubion.
waid : I doubt not there are many in ths hali whe have
attended similar conferences of representatives of publis
bedies, members of Parliament, and Parlismentary Com-
mitbees of all sorts, and who may reasonably say to them-
selves, What is the good of it? and, When are we going
to get the legislation for which we have contended at these
previous conferences and bave urged or labowred for on
every oceaston?  Well, if you said that up till now we
had had no snceess at all that statement would hardly be
correct. We have had suceess even ab home here 1 2
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»oandd 3w have oot ood the v ‘511;‘;_{@:‘,;;: the valuation
©such oosty 4] that i the countery make 16 Guite
platn to e Parltament thad 10 s to be oo

¢ pleted
i enn be completed cheaply, guickiv, and without diffieulty,
inoa year,  (Cheer

The {wawaan: Ladies and Gentlemen, the meet:
now open for digoussion. In the aundlme B oha
narae of Treasurar Soutar, Dundee, whom we asre very
pleased to zec here, and from whom we will be glad to
have & fow words,  {(Cheers)

Tur Iokas op Hewky George

Trepsurer Sovran, Dunde, sad ;. Me Charman, Ladies
and Qentlemen, 1 did nod expect io roceive from you any
parhicular ome £0 this mecting, but 1 sppreciate
very much, It is long years nee 1 attempted, when
Towas quite a lad, o draw msbouchion and mem‘?mn
firgt of all from the man ander the shadow of whese memory
we rntisb be moeeting to-day, Henry (George—-(cheers)-—{rom
whom ¥ drew my fiest ideas on the gqueation of the taxation
of Tand values. They are not altered yet, and with the
metamorphoss through which the world, apd Britain in
particalar, is passing u}—d&‘; the ideas that some years ago
were considered <,li§‘§ and absord will come to be accepted

as the fruth, and prophetic of the actusl necessibies of
ixrm Britain in the very near fufure, (Cheers) As s
humble member of the Thindee Town Couwneld, and with o

240

very lively and active idea of what mighs befall my head
wers 1 bo commit so m;gust a body to anvihing detinite

~{faughtery—14 beg to ¢

hat these ave my own personal
ui@em “and timt i

.umm;ﬁmw f Corporation of

}umksz, but I ha regard to the
high inteliigence o : 1;‘1@3;‘1? ers of it one of
whom | at the door--(langhteri--havioy regard to
their tntelligenos, T believe, when they read in the (TLaseow
Henah on B uL nt of the stoquent spoeches
by Mr, Pundas W Mr. Ratinn, and other \pvd«,@z,\
that thoy may be ult ately and In tuee convineed.
{Langhter and cheers) T thank yvou all very mush for the
kind reception vou have given to Dundes.

The Cmamwavy: 1 have vecoved what & called an
amendment $o the resclufion frovn the Posslipark Tranch
officiale of the Independent Labeur Party. 1o does not
seem t0 me to be an amendment bub cather o diffevent
resolution with no relerence to the question of land values,
Ty those pircamstances 1 do not think it wonld be eompetent
for me to put it to the meeti

n];:d

[

Oomaopivrion o L

Mr. Jouw Guans
ihese whe held the lsod should be required to make
special contribution foward its defence He saud
n'win that the hodies 01 [ha ‘mm,nw were heing con
¢ we of the land, prally folfpwed that
should belong to the Therefore, they
the land of this country he people.

’lm

Canpronman Mpavs PLoNpgk

Bailis Jo
of labour and capib i
themselves that oan pos ihis _
that exist in the commenl roi have an op;m!t‘mzw
t0 use the land,  Let e give vou an dlustzation.  We,
the ratepayers of (f!w»grm» built a damn up there at Loch
Arklei to Facihitate and betber our water supply. Lo get
$hat dene it was necessary that we sheuld have a fot (fi
material for the purpose of building thiz dan We hit
upon & me to take thoup by electric eurrent, and we ran
it from the head of Lock Gomond Hp o Looh Arklet, by
a copper wire along the side of the bl The land over
which this wire was stretehed belonged to the Duke of
Montrose. (Tﬂa,'xwh.ﬂ*z‘; What benefits we were to have
from the scientifie researehes of the men who found out

WMong
the umdltum of things

el

this wonderful power of electriciky that was §o save a
and let me tell you, gentlemnen,

. amount of abour!
that hillside wouid not feed half a dogen goats for the
purpose of giving you milk for your breakdast in the
LGTHING. (],gm*?i;tvr) Vou, the oitizens of (Nasgow, had
o hand "; to the i)z;lm :}i “u!’zw:«* for this privilegs
—and you had o pui -you had to hand
bam over £500 & vear, {70 e "’) Aaly vou to nobice,
gentlemnen, the power $he | dnmw“ !1 5 éu {*‘t,;‘gt(ﬂt T
it of "3-'m1r p{;i,lwt for absolute MNow § road
a speech once by o member of Pa whose nuze
was mentioned recently by a previous speaker That
.r;izm, :m . %;»e'aech dé-‘"i_ii'“t’)f(.‘-.d at the Drury Lene
Ceaid s 7 There are
5 ni f*”t lir; pm%m,lu?; mf swealli. ();m:a of
it and the other way 38
A wwan inx:\ lw a >;>lw?w

2

fed

e
pivndor
the art of leg
ihis platform b igmv mcwrthe_{*-s\ that = ve
ful pame it may have, it s plunder. {”‘ H{* ar, hoar,

cheers) Let me say this  Probably Monday's paper
it will he stated that we bave i,ll(m ed our predatory
nsbinets to get the better of us, and that we are ot to

v eatd the resolution declarsd thas




clander the landowner. (Paweghier)  The
have in view is to k p the Tandowner from pmndﬂrgi g
Whatever methads von may fake o get in. whatevey
methods you may take to keep the Jandowier from plunder-
g you, fake the very best vou ean. Und and 1t 15 the
msiltnhon we sre oit againsg, not themen, (% Hear Chear”)

Jo ask vou to give your whole-hearted support 1o this
o of taxing the fandowner out, and let me tell you
vinee yve s-mpiﬁ she nit of the kernel the shell'll no be
much worth fae him.  {Langhter and cheers)

s

AN AGRICUTAURAL Ei.-x'r;;.sé{,‘ Poixy

My,
the oy

had something eo do with
ing of Heme (;m;erw meeting in Dundee
she earl {lsl‘,h. and T owe him wnch g atitude for what
1 lespned vader him. | oam exceedingly *rrcmfwd to see
this unportant conference. I ventare h; sz
to this important gathering and it s tius,
take up the question of dmi;?w with fhe Ag
Lukimg i owas passed by Wr. Baliour wany vears
aen, and which cansed something lke four or five williong
sterling of fmyperial tases to be levied under the plea of
de Emssm! agriealizre,  The tenanis are gaimng profits
st an elaborabe rate and ave having a laege profit from
sheir cattle, on their wheal, on their comn, and tabt Iy on
the potatoes— for whoever in the past heard of £70, £80
and £90 an acre being paid for 1.-(:1‘ e1 0 And vet the
Chancellor of the Bxchegaer & paying ond oney in relieve
these agvicnlturists of theiv rates, No Chaneellor
Exchequer welieves the men in the orban areas
taxes,  §oeall the a_i_‘-‘rvm!fw of the loaders of the mov g
o this, and §f the guesti venilated in these dayswhen
wa are spending on the war £5.000, 000 2 da sodd the taxes
put on the vight baek, it wonid lessen Hhie cost to the poor.
E' have pleamue in s L_m;_; fhe snggestion, )
The Caarpsay 0 I ne other lady or gentleman desives
o gpeak Fehall put the resolotion to the neeting
The (namuax, alter o show of hands had been taken,
gaid © 1 declare the resclution carried prachically wmanin-
ously with nine ov ten disseptients i this great mecting.
{{heors)

THE SECOND RESOL

The ammwan ;- Ladies and Gentlemen, 1 bave now

plessure in ealling wpon Mr, Onthwaite to move a seeond
resolution.

o Lad an
Belegates

wie on v

Mr. B L. OUTHWAITE, .
; . Chadrinan anst

enthusiastiv eception, s
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the pesclution that | have to move ls sn the b
ERryns o
That the conference vis
the financial and  indust
after the war; witrmns the

ountey
al neecl

Dy
Bt zdiiw

of ope (] m.ﬂd under fav Lo
taboas ; fhe wasts of © o1
futde s ihe Small Ho Act g
repocdingoe crimestiing with holdi and
remote land when thousands of ac anl
conveniont land are lving practically ii‘lli‘ ; that,
as an essential po nt condition of aees any

scheiee of land sestlement, Parlianent roust wopos
on fand vakues, and thus give p feal exprenst
policy which will up Jand frecly o sgrisudtoral
imuiuﬂ*wl i all e hranches, assaring greatly wide vesed
opportunities of erep doyment, higher wages, sad cedun ol
cost of Lving,

Hecent
still re

2

Y

[ came nesoss two old recruiting posters which
win npon the wolls (,mn rend 7 Your country
1 s bere Beosay T You need vour connd
and chesrs) The other was o posier
41a>i> vander in the wa T of the Ne
down u[mn a fertile valley and
hormestead and  upderneath  was swritte:
worth fighiing for? 7 Well, T am here
worth twhhnu for and that it 1= fame the
in earnest for gheir own lasd. (Cheers)y  The H‘“’“l‘ﬂlﬁli
and this iz what T shall devote iy time to, thal & this
once views with giave apprehension the financial

vint prospects of the country after the wr,”
Tt us st of all take the inancial progpects

fiedds and 2 smiling

4

A Vasr Nawiowan U

o

We are

nabional <

to end this fnancial vear with an isoreased
b of £2400000000.  We are iold that the
v bz Lo be fought 1o 2 fingsh and that 1t is In copsegquente
o continge we know not how long, bat {or o very (:{msidwn
able poricd of time, and before
plished we may e absolud i .
Debt will have been fnereasad by some £5,000, ‘i) }01?
We are paying sow fov our money § per cent. @ has
been no conseription of wealth for the purpose sof éh{* war.
{A woige s U Shame ! and  cheers) she TOnEY -
Londers of she City of London, holding Htate up to
PAKSOM, AR NOW mha!hzw & per cent. 1
for which they had previeusly 3 per cer
pir (:vnt:q Not to e:\‘zsw‘-fW‘é..%.i(- P owould :
A per cent. But we will have to con hute at loast one
por eout, for o sinking fund, so that-in the comrse of fime,

Wi




by {gtare genen G
per cont, on
Then by the WHT 1%

there will be many widews 1 the land and Py
wions Pund, o new (]a!m np 'zti:‘-;s?mw
i i ain b0 total & v i wounld put
it oat as low 2 fzvuze e H:..,»O.'f)()‘i 000 s That reans we
mli zm*@ to find i e T Y L0 COVED § SUN of
) Pt E Mll cut off ;{)()0‘)“{)1 i€ von like,

L‘Z:il H &

h{m £ 3000, U(iﬂ DO(} i provide, a0 that
in h}tlzzf{ neb £200, ]{Jliﬂl}l] B YRRT,
O0 000D 000 o vear.

hab £
Ty Ong Sovace oF YWWEaLTH

Npw hat vash snd enormMong IMCIOBSE of pevenus oan
: come from one source,  LE can only come oul of the
Fil crented by the workers, ( Heas, heaz”) And ﬂw
future of tim workers, if you retain the old ceonoie s yste
the tubure of the workers with £500, 00,000 o vear Lo lw
wronched fromn the rewards of their labour—that futuze
5!!‘.5‘5{: [}{‘ {3183, 11‘ Hi\“ %li‘y‘, U‘ £ Jl?](ﬂil}.( “ilcl‘«"!’\ r].hi”_ Wars
bondsmen of the Tandowners in the past. A vast {ribute
was taken from them in the g;m% Bt there is a new tribate
to be levied.that of the bond? solder, that of the man whe
is lending to the Spate during this war. Anid those
are WO tf*lﬂjﬁe" wim_i_ FOu will have to render and for
e 1o return, For the money ropee-

s all shob awavy. (A voies: T Uur
4' e, liherty 3 we are here o tell
v whzii }‘ : ¥ ]i ad 15, (Chesrs)

In the 1 Ji“ﬂé’ *'m' w di e grpater amounk
uut of the w salth crented in this countyy, and imw !M
fallpws, 1 hold, two resulis 1§ you are have
§ﬁ YU are to have condiblons  Any himg |
vou formerty §A|d ko the landown
for pery .'. 1 movour oW e ity that tribnie
must be fiewrhd mit; the Treasury 66 iul;s to pay fov ths
oosh of the defence of the country. {Cheers.) r.!!a 1wl
aoh be in theelf suificient, iar from ik 40 meed fhe now
revenus I gmam ente of the Siate, uw! T would y(md ont
1o somo {rtends hore —parhaps o 2 to thinking that the
taxation of land values was eX Jusive of the proposals whiek
ihov had for the © iimzl of great Incomes an se] whe cof
sequently opposed us-—! say those days have gone.  When
we have baleen all the mlw of tha land in the United King-
dom by way of taxation, a grest amound of vevenus will
have 16 be raised by way of ineome tax or other mel hods,

A k e Treasury the
vribibe levied ab ‘gm
i naed of ih_fs 1 whure w ilE 3,» ) z,m re the
duction of wealth in 1
pro (Lu tion of wealth
; i they may ha
to wark I mgar he
will zo te those whe produce it (f‘h J :
will Tiave Lo morpase the produg f1on o% wealth and the only
way bo increage the yroduction of wealth Is to open to the
Lands of labour t!m sonrne from which alone wealth onn
be purchased, and that is the =oil of the country. {Ches

Axid we hold that this sy Hii‘i!l of the taxation of Lmd
1, il not only tare the Luuiloeda tribnite mbo §
bt that we shall and the dog-in-the-mangs
country wherehy a man holds up Jend which he =il not
uee himself and will not allow others to use.

Ty SuraepniLans Laso OrFee

Eately we have had somc moasures of band peform in
> House of Commons. We have had a i‘mmi! Colopiss
BIL which was » bill to purchage land at i!m ich tofiated
war prices and pob the seldiecs wpon i, That meaps,
o buy the lend on the Bigh price basis, and pud fhe raen
v owill pay & high wnt and ¥ wad faxes, and ¥
wking such men he slaves of the soil, "!‘ 3 ﬂ 3 THAD
“Am fought to save this land from German posse
Before you can U6 an acre, you hay
oF £60 an acre vo the lapdlord permission to 40
Well, vou may st that pesition--§ don't think this
audl e W i1, hink the soldier himseld will have
say. O Hlear, hear”)

Mz, *E\ nnant has also b:mwlm forward o }Hn;mmi He
mid as that a Nobie Duke, the Duke of B and- - (some
hior) —the owaer of over a milien aezes, was making «

“"

ant. a noble and Trec gift to the people, for one purposs
that the dise and satloz an
opportunity o a lrveli homi inie

trouble,  {Langl i/(i') 1 framed s gnhimza asking what
thesr thomsands of acres stood at in the veluaiion el of
Spotland, and having Lorted this {A{g from Mr.
Tennant, bogethar wi !zsnmwmuhﬁ fe
T discoversd that thix fand, on the b ang, Wi
wortl, 34, an acve.  (Laughter) ‘\mv t[nxt. i t!w g il
proposal, that the soldiers and sailors whe have gone Uamwf%z
the agonies of this warfare, when they coms ba for
o share of the land which they 1-34‘1(}15{2’}1{ fo save, 18 ks Tapd
wortk 3d. ap acre secording to the valuntion roll, on which
they are Lo pagn their livelibood,




A Dawomaovs ATBIESRION

HERIEE

L thers wae a dangerous admission o this s
Luwl was suitable for the soldiers and sailors
was whet Fwished to get disclosed. (5 Hear, hesz.” and
cheers) I the baveen hille of the Tighlands, shown to ks
wortl ondy 4d. an acre, are surtable ol the
Qovermment, and of the andowsers, for ef man,
there thers is not an aere of land in the United ingdom
that is not fit & {({heers)  Memenns that all the tnnd
- feposts, the millions of sceres o the North, are,
of £he Uovernment and the Duke of Butherland,

¢ use of wan. (Cheers) We shall sweep away
the deer forests, And we know the method ; the wethod
e that which we propose.  Ves: your land s worth
fighting for, but when the men ¥ hoo have fought for it
return, ik oot on to the barren hills of the Highlands
we desire 0 put them. {Chespsy | Liope that we will
pstablish o great principle. We will say, I hope, that the
tand, a1t the land of Britain, Delongs to the soldiess, and
to all the people of Britam; the soldiers mmmediately
to-day. not by right of conquest, but by vight of defence
andd salvation from concuest: that the land is the gir of
Providence, intended for the use of ali men, and that we
ahall sstablish the aqual rights of all men 1o participate in
their inheritance.  (Cheegs)

Ppvoeracy s Cnois APTER THE Wal

fit for fl

Peppble industrial conditiong will come about aiter the
war, when we dishband our sulliens from the Colonis and
those milions engaged in munbions work and o the
secondary operations connected with the war. No pallia-
s will sufee: old methods will achieve nothog. We
mrst have seent and fnndamental Teforias.

Let me i conclusion that 1 believe that this war
i« the end of the sham demecracies of the world, When
i over wo shall efther have Treedom or we ghall have
shsolike despotism suforeed by the bayonet at bome and
by the gallows. 1 believe that the people will demand
freedom and not despotisn,  (Cheers) 1 believe theey
will st to work to build a wrue democracy ;1 beliove they
will try an expetiment which has nat yet been bried throngh
the o 1%, they will oy bhe experiment of re
constructing the State on the foundations of fustice and
liberby —-of true liberty which we pever veb have had, for
you pever can have hberty when you leave in possession
of the few the source from which existence alone can be
maintained -that is, the land. (Cheers) Whether they
think it or not, such a condition of monopoly vednces the
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at present afflicts the world. (L

Oue Lipesrige ann Hwgsy 70 Tive

Ex-Bailie ParTer Burty, . m seconding
suid - At g conference ene Yikes to hoar eypross .
opimion on the part of ghose stfing in the hody of the hall,
The fecling up to the prosent has been so unamous in
appreciation of what the speakers herve gaid that one 18
inelined to take it for granted that we are all in agreement.
But when men go outside and geb busy with the every-
day affairs of Lfe, they are apt o forget a lot of the
points raised, and allow things to drify pretéy much as I
the past. Tunderstand the Secretary sené nvitations to
this sonference to all Scottish members of Paslament
Weli, in my judgment such a response falls far behind the
imberost taken in land vatues taxation by the voters in the
various comstituencies. This is not in dispube by our
Parliamentary representatives, especially at election tlmes.
Frankly, T am disappeioted at ths exhibition of apathy at
4 &ime like this, when there is so much o consider as to
the social problems of the immediate fubure.

We nre fighting and suffering just now for what we beliese
are our liberties, and we are here to declare that the people
have even a better vight than ever before to o share m
the land they have fongli and sacrifieed so much o defend,

We do not dlaim that the sotution of the land questios
is the solution of every problem. Well, we don™s helieve 3t
i3, but we believe ib wil) make it possible to begin to solve
the other probloms.  {Cheers.) And before vou solve it
vou cannoh solve the other problems.  We say that the
est way o e the restorntion of the land to the
poople is by faxing land values. 1f the people get use of
fhe land apd the frailis thereof, it does net matter who calls
fimself the owner, {Cheers) To my wind there is only
ene owner, and that 1= (od Almighty. 1 do net believe
the State sheuld ewn it nor the nobleman, nor anybedy
aaght fo own th What 1 helieve is that the man who
wanks to uge land to produce wealth ought to geb the use
of it: all he shonid be asked to pay for it is hw share of
the public expenses, and this can best be measured in the
vaine of the land he oc '

ppies,  Leb every man here use
is influence and power with his local representatives, with




3 Lot Fhas auestioy ETE A
possible moment (Cheers)

Tus Husawiraniay STANDPOINT

My, Feaws deure said: 1 oam wet eonceened shout
frmances. 1 am concerned sabout hamanity,  Chive ox free
men and von will have all the wealth you need (& Hear,
hear.™)y 1t w3 when you get h‘m much wealth and do not
know what to do with that the trouble comes in
{Laughter) Thirty-three years ago to-day, T landed
in New York, and on the eve of sailing T el presenterd
bo me a volume of Procress awp Doveryy. 1 read
it on the voyage over, and in those five stormy days a truth
wig im;}hnmd in my mind that has never did, It tavght
me this, that free land means free men—(cheers) - and
when you have free men, yvou will have all that any country
needs.  And that is why I was and s a Soaalist and a
Lahour man to-day, (Uheers)) Beeause I wunt froo men
and you rannot have freedom while the Yand is held ia
monopoly, T is limpossible.
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HIGRAS. f\'T} hmfnms, a.sui (.,uz'm.uié'
to the speeches thiz sfternoon and s
wanb more argmment dhan you have had, lh{ 3 (mez
vou, (Laughter.) You won't get it this side or the of
side, and when you are on the other gide it won't do j;“nu
any good,  (Laughier,)

g
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tit‘jsé*‘ti W it dhove are o1
hnlﬂ! of the Tand, and, Industrial éummd

s Brade vnionist of Ih‘lf‘\ vding
f ﬂit}&e*

sver aines we have known 7
trade unionsits, Socinls

1 g in bhe gi "’L
T appeal to vou,
and ethers 4o fall into I

T3 is sand h Tou can
we lave t U{éd 'f)a“mf' 1

Lo E_.lw i;"ndlmv‘is Gk, *m%i
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ji(‘ EV =t 3 i £
i Parliament tor-dds ay im plod;
have failed 1n Hx). ropled;
Yeu cannot until vou ged nite House
m% (* Hear, hear,”} {leh of Commons
¢ Whites, of Raffans, sod of Guihwaites, and mey
Tk »mmd% and vou will have no tronbie about this and
ather kinds u‘i fundamantal justice. Wl i want bo ask
: 4 ik in s practical way, bocause RoW soTne
vve nob gob mucl longer to hve,  We mimi to see
:dtm{?. Yor Sads sake Tet ns leave off
i;f {Laught Vw \mnf i(» do i!li}ii .

s Honse f}f !f‘ i
..!.!_!>1i-a> 4im £ Lnuilwd mli.,
the hall of i‘hz*m are umdka As d\é*lﬂ,«ehm 7 ((yies
é}f"’) \‘w. }n v won't do it o
; 3 §1l( them out” You don't
I’“ out feom the side
b ulhmw\m bga xs‘( Vur money 08 vour
fandlords, they mest vou from
Lhe it:’Ld_ aml it is not © your maney or your
cony money and vour life” {Langhier and

fm% POTTE
af the zmzd
HiTo

"!“‘H.L PracrTioah Way

otn conid ha
- ibae 0B 1 of the quw Fiem oW,

buy them out sinee the war heosose
von have nob oot as m 1wl as Yy ?) ad atb the staxt of the
; and you ;ﬂ have 5 precious s boss when i 18 over.
You eannot buy them mn, and we im.h. aot heen able o
".‘r.e them out.  As practic al men lef ns gob s.k.imix_z &g
business and tax waz cut, Fow is it fo be dmw T Well 1
have gobaspous 3 (mwhwm) nocharge. {Renewed
Faagh Zher)  §owill iwl! rou how. I the Prime M:_:lsf—;t{‘.i to-
morrew—no, wob Go-morrow, that would be Sunday—
{lamghter} - Mondayak any rate if the Prime Minister
had ghe will he would :-13 1 in the Defence of the Realms Act.
ikt thers i such a thing, i Langhter.) Have vou heard
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of i up in Bootland here ! (Hepewed laughter.) Under
the prwer of the Defence of the Reslm Act, passed for the
benefit and in the interests of the people, let the Prims
Minister declare to the landlords of this couniry that within
a month they have gob, wader powers of the Defenee of the
Realm Act, o supply him with & list of the value, size,
and character of the land they hold i the country, and at.
the end of the moenth, if that valnation ig not in peh SHn
of the Government’s representatives, then it will be, under
the powers of the Defence of the Realm Act, £100 or twe
voars hard.  {Lond laughter) There it 15 (Chesers)
And so, frieads, call npon the Covernment to use the Defones
of the Bealm Act in the interests of the pedple o compel
the Jundlords of the nation to do sight for the fiest time in
their Hves o {langhter) —and when that hasheen done, put s
good stiff tax on i, What pesult will follow 2 We will
have a free Hogland sad free men, beoause ten will coase
to be victims of mdustrialism, and when von bave free men
vou won't be bothered with any of these prosent socal
horeors, war included,  {Cheers)) ‘

The Cearsman: 1 have recetved the name of Me
iy ok £ T 3 3 :
Robert (3. Yates, representing the Clydebank Co-operative
oA . . . . 5 . . —

Society, whe wighes fo propose an amoendment.

My Yargis: § have mueh pleasure i moving ¢ LTI
ment that the words = Parlinment must .i.x.az\gm oo tax on
land vaines 7 be deleted frow the reselution aud in thei
stoad the words * the Governement wnst acquire the band
on equitable terms 7 be inserted, We are of the Gt
that as long as vou have private ownership in fand, 50 Loy
will you allow the power of these people fo explol ihe
people of the country. (“ Hear, hear” ) We wint to
abe public ownership for privabe ownership, and as
Simith hiss said we have not the money to purchase,

Then T will tell him frankly that we might purchs

st of the venis that are now going inte the pockets of
the private landowner,  That is the method we Foulid huve
adopter.  You propose that vou should bring the soldiers
Back und sestle them on the land,  There con be no land
settlement where there de private ownership. L
asking these men who have fought for the land 1o come
back to work on #he land and to pay a tribute to the land-
ord, and he will go on in the futere ag in the past, wazing
[st on the provesds of the scldiers’ and other peopls
labour.  You were asking us for revenne to pay ofl your
war taxes.  We propose that the revenus that is now going
inte the peckets of the private landowner can be utilised
by the nation.  If we acquive the land we can acquire their
profits, their rents, just now, as it has been done by the

!
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;
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tene, ad out of thelr profits we will
year und i1 we have paud then j
will be ap available recdue
pay off soie taxal e
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and at the same time there

1o ovdar i<

Ancther Dergcare s | bey to second By, Yatos’ anend.
wment,  The hour i zetting late, and as Me. Yates has
pt the armendinent 5o ably I heg leave siejiy to second it
We all Loow the land gquestion and taxation is an old
problem, and the acquirement by Govermment of the jand
i the only way out of the difliondsy in ocur Opon.

- The amendment has been jpoved and
seconded. T think it is only right o ask Mr. Gulbwarbe,
whe hag moved the resolntion, to reply very shortly to the
arguments those gentlemen have ased.

The Criainsia

Fornrey oF Lasp Porogass

Mr Oprawarre s | de oot think it requires much eopls,
because this amendment is 8 negation of everything we
have been asking vou fo accept during this conferenee and
which vou have been accepting.  We have heid the view
that the value of the land belongs to the people who
created 1t and we prepose to take 1t by way of taxation
as ours by right. But this is s propesal to buy the land-
swner out and pay over o the mdividual the value that
we cousider to be our own, The geptleman who moved
the amendment said we eould pay the bondholder did
we agree to purchase the land by way of the rent. That
leaves us precisely in the position In which we are to-day,
{** Hear, hear ” and cheers)  The rent of the land, instead
of going directly into the pockets of the landowners, will
then go nto the pookets of the pondhelder who & pro-
viding the money in the first place for the purchase of the
land. Mot one penny piece can we raise in the future by
way of land walues il this amendment wore accepbed.
i would point out to the mover of the smendment that
supposing he did desire to acqmee the land for the State,
supposing there was an objech 1 doing that, 1 would
powt oat fo bim that f you tax tire valne of the land mto
tihe Treasury in the frst place 15 will be so much the easier
for the State to acquire the Jand. {7 Hear, hear e
chopra T domot think 1 need zay any more.

How Lowe

A DEcseare in the body of the ball said o 1 wish to ask
bow long under the poliey of the taxation of land values
wendd Mr. Outhwaite think it possible so acquive the land ?
How leng would 1t . and alse in what way the worker




25

jmw‘ s being exploited by the employing classes will benabs
1 view of the fact that the big employers do not need such
a great auantity of land in order to earry ont that exploita-
tion ¢ ) '

Br. Ourawarre: As regards the length of time that 1
would take, we have shown the method here. Tt resbs
with the people how long it would take. They can do it
straight away if they like and can levy ab onge a tax that
would bring the whole value of the land into the Treasury
of the United Kingdom, i they sent men to Parlament
to see that 1t is dons. It rests with the people. As
regards the question about the position of the man who
is exploited by the employer and whether he would benefis,
I am afraid to answer that would take some time. bDut
what i3 the position 7 The men go into the labour market
and sell themselves in competition with one another, & ndd
when you get one job and two men alter $hat job, and
each man saving ¥ had better geb it ab any wage,” then
you have competition of wman agalost man which
wages down antll they do not represent in any way the
value of the wealth the worker creates, The first way 1t
16 stop that competition of man against man in the labony
market, and the way e do so iz o increass the eppor
tunities for production and to inerease the demand for
labour, and the only way o do that is to open up the
sources of production, and that is fand. I# is the driving
of the veople from the soil, from the Highlands, and from
every county in rural England, to go to seek work in the
urhan labour market, on the raillways, at the docks— wher-
ever you find wages driven down to the lowest level you
will find thaf it is due fo the competition of the Jow-paid
labourer on the land whe has been driven from the soil
Eeep him there, and you begin to solve the wages question.
{Theers.) i

Uan Trw Tax By Pasgwn On 7

Another Durmears: T should likke to ask Mr. Outhwaite
a question. Having regard to the fact that all taxes react
on the working classes, I should like to ask him to explain
this fact. Bopposing the faxation of land values 3= ju
operation and we have & plece of greund adjacent to a town,
and supposing fhat town must buy that plece of groand,
what steps does this committee who promote the taxation
of land values intend to take to provect thab town council
or burgh from being taxed to make up for the tazstion
on the land values ¥ For instance, if the landowner had
paid £100 of faxation under this taxation of land values
scheme, how are you geing o keep Iwm from charging
that when he sells the land ¢ )

=

friend’s

ro Ouenwarte - 1 think Wy 58 ko omy
nd s, will this fax be pas to the worker ¥

The Deepesrs s Yes, th the question.

Mr, Ouenwarrs: Well, i 16 can be possed on, in the
first place we would have no opposition from the land-
owners, because they would simply pass the tax on. Daf
sbviously under the tax instead of the land becoming
sk deat in conseqitence of ih fhe very purpuse of levying
the tax is to bring land held oub of wse iuto the market
and indo wse.  To-day there 15 an artificial price for land
dag to the la of land, as we have heard {o-day,
held out of u The effect of thig Is $o bring land into
the markes and inerease the supply of land, and as you
increase the supply of land, wstead of making land dearer

H mush inevisably make it cheaper by the precess of
increasing the supply.  (Cheers)

e

The Craremar ; Those in favour of the amendment hold
up their vight hand. ¥ think there are only six. Those
against the amondment. ’

Pollowing the shew of hands against the amendment the

“Caammaw said: The amendment is lost practically

apanimonsly.

The Cuamman: T pat the rvesolution to the mesting.
Those in favonr hold up their right hand. (A large number
of hands were held up) Those against. One. {Louwd
cheers.) )

The Cuatewax: We are practicaily unanimous again.

The Crammmax ;. There is one omission from the resolution
and that is, as 1 fake It, that it will be the wish of fhe
meeting that copies of these resolutions be sent 1o the
Prime Minister, Chaneellor of the Excheguer, the Secretary
for Seotland, and members of Parlisment for Seottish
constibuencies.  {Cheers.) 1 have pleasure in calling on
Mz, Blackie.

Mr. Bracgrs: I have come all $he way from London to
attend this conference. We have learned enough to know
that whatever the conditions of the coundry are we have
got the landlord’s grip on us everywhere and all the time.
1 hope we shall go away from this meeting more defermined
than ever to sarvy this great reform fo a suscessful issue.
My object in riging is to propose a voie of thanks to our
gxcellent Chalrman. 1 am sure he has conducted the
meebing with grest tact and to the satisfaction of us ali,
and T am sure you will all join in giving a vote of thanks
whieh T have much pleasure 1n moving., (Cheers))

The Cuainmax @ I have to thank you very much, ladies
and gentlemen, and fo say what an homour it has been
to preside over such a magnificent meefing as we have had
to day.  (Cheers.)
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At nospociad meet
of Arrangements, a cordial vote of thanks ws
Mr, Busi
onference.

The Coruniitee
rendered by various friends and supporters Lelong
societies engaged in other progressive movements.

ing of the Speskers and the Comnittes
_ : _ passed to
for his zeal and socewss in organising the

g desire to acknowledge the assisfanes
i o

IMPRESSIONS OF THE CONFERENCE

A movement that can summon such a representabive
and sympathetic gathering as that held in Glasgow under
our auspites on 4th November has proved it is no longer
in the mere propaganda stage. No doubt there is stall
much need for education hefore we can get enough power
in Parliament to remove all the abuses of landlordism and
make the people the undisputed owners of all the wealth
they produce. But propaganda must be backed up
yepeatedly and energetically by the organisation of the
public sentiment we have succceded In Teeruiting in our
favour. That, T take it, is the chief function of a public
conference. 1t shows where we stand in polit‘ieé S U
shows where are the forees that ave ready to assistin carrying
our reform, and what is their strength; 1f it s a suecess,
itis at once a demonstration to outsiders that our propaganda
has not been in vain, and a powerful incentive to ourselves
to educate and to organise with redoubled vigour.

Before the meeting took place, one had heard the Glasgow
Conference spoken of as an ** experfment.” The assump-
tion was that the mind of the nation was teo much distracted
by the circumstances of the war to listen to any proposals
touching domestic reforms of any kind. Glasgow bas
proved that that idea must be set aside as far ag we are
concerned. The enthusiasm of the andience and the
response given to the statement of our ease have made s
recognise the act that, I the midst of the greatest catas-
trophe that could have afflicted the community, a very
large section of the people are looking to this movement
o urge its policy without hesitation and without any false
fonr that we are cutto obstruct the advice to = look after
the war and after-the-war will take care of itself” The
problems associated with the cost of the war, 1ts effect on
fnbour and industry as the costz are piled up, its possible
results in exaggerating tremeundously the tnbute poverty
must pay to wealth, and the pre-war demand now more
than ever imperative for a sane and swift solution of the

land question, are not bo be lorgotten, even while the war
calls for the most supreme military effort and distribotes
its {rightful veminders in buth public and private it Such
is the lesson and the experience we have gained. and it
should make us the more confident in advocating our vefarm
with no less msistence now than at awy tiwe. We have
heen encouraged to go on, knowing the smpostant part we
sast play in the coming reconstruetion and in extablishing
the ronditions that, through a just disizbution of wend
san alone make future wars impossible,

The holding of the (lasgow Conlerence hasg been more
than justified. Its success. 1 was assuyed, surpassed sl
the expectations of its promoters and for that we who
came from a distanee are all the more grateful to the Seotiih
League and its devoted Becretary, James Bushy. A great
meebing, filled to overflowing and with many scarcely able
to find even standing room, had come to discuss, and on
persuasion o vote for, our resolutions——io forward them
to the Government and to Scottish Members of Parhament
as 4 decision and an instruction. The majority had not
been whipped up as relinble supporiers, hut were atrangers
sent as delegates from local rating bodies, frades
anions, co-operative societies, labour associations, L
brauches, &ec., to hear what we had to say. and to report.
Yeldom have | heard speeches carrying greater conviction
than the addrvesses delivered on this occasion from the
platform., Mr. Dundas White, Mr. Raffan, Mr. Cuthwaite,
and the other speakers took magnificent advantage of this
exceptional opportunity, this experiment of a Land Values
(*onferenee in war time, and fully deserved the great
reception they were accorded.  The resolutions were passed
with acclamation, and there will be no mistake shout the
message the numercus delegaies will take back to those
whom they represented.

We may have to submit to the difficulties of conducting
public propaganda at present by the holding of outdoor
sud indoor meetings, the distribution of Literatare, and all
the other familisr means of reaching the elector ; but that
is 1o reason for idleness.  Another fertile channel 1s open
o us and it demands our unabated activity. namely, fo
organise, in all centres where propaganda has been con-
ducted, the public sentiment in our favour. I was happy
to learn at the business meetings held in connection with the
(onference that steps were conteraplated m that direction.
[ hope the Comumittees in London may see its way to promote
similar demonstrations all over the country, and. as one
stationed in Bdinburgh, [ am certain that such a mecting
here would give results that conld not be Bettered any-
where,  Here as, elsewhere, the latent forces anly reguere
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the mesting with o hasy conception of tiw COTE
between thus relerm in taxation and the 5ol el
problems of produstion. housing, anemployment and low
wages, left the hall with 2 new convietion that whatever
#lse might be needed for the uplifting of our secial conditions.
the full widhization of the land of the country was ;m e
mediste necessity and that we can sarely obtain it by $he
instrument of taxation upon value. T4 remains to be
hoped that the lessen will be impressed npon thet Parlia-
wenfary representatives

Joay Goroon,

Fhie Conference was splendid, and I owas glad to have
been present as o delegate.  Great eredit is due Mr. Busby
for Jus able ufwmlmtsnn, The chairman and speakers,
by their carnest orasary, held the vast audience in & wanner
witnessed at such mestings. The absence of all
sem or opposition, the silent, marked atbention and
husisstn wag a per foct tribute and ac denowledgment of

justice voiced in the regolutions.  Perhaps the most
Hving feature of the Conference was the spontaneous
e wrmfmn of the ™ points,” which was a revelation of the
spr(‘id of the lght, i places hitherbo i the s shadow, that
the ~ land qufas«tmn was at the root of wages, war, food,
housing, and in fact all questions of human happiness,

Joms 8 Nun, Glasgow,

Our two delegates presented their report at a meeting
of the Branch (Rallﬁra ¥ Drivers’ Union) on the 5th. They
stated they had gone to the Conference with a decided
biss against land 1'.11114*& but the facts aad the arguments
presenied by the variovs speakers had convineed them
that ihis quesiion of land monopoly was one thai they
as raillway men and as workmen generally would vequire
to consider. Tt must eommand BT athention than it
had received in the past. One of the delagates declazed
that be covld not wnderstand why ihis yuestion had been
kept in the background for so I{}ugz, Much more was said
about how hm,mngf and emplovinent were injurved by fand
heing kept idie. 1t was altogether & most favonrsbie
report and will do a let of good.

Bavin MCrears, Marvhil
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PROGRESE AND POVERTY., By MHenry Geor
post free Bld.; in cloth Bd., post free i o
Edition, cloth fs., post free 35, 2d.; red cloth, Bvo,
#s. Gd.: leather Bs., postags 2d.

BOCIAL PRUOBLEMS. By Henry George. Cloth, is. &4 papar
covers, Is., post free,

PRDTILLTK)N R FREE TRADE, 8By Henry George.  Paper
€d., cloth 1s. 4., post free.

THE CONDITION OF LABOUR. By Henry George. Cloth 1.
paper covers Bd.. post free

A PERPLEXKED PHILOBOPHER., By Henry Georgs. Cloth
Ts. Bd.; paper covers Bs., post free.
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THE LIFE OF HENRY GEORGE. By Henry
Library HEditien, Ss., post froe,
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A, O Auchmuty., 84, net, post free Td.
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LAND VALURES - By Lounis F. Post, Wik i f
disgrams and angwers o wpicat gquestions and & we t‘«u!u. able
appendiy elucidating the move diBeoult points,  Price T8, 84,
postage 2d.

MY NEIGHBOURS LAMDMARE, By fredk V
Zs., post freg Bs, 24.; paper is., post free ks, B¢

LAND INDUSTRY AND TAXATION, By Fredk Vernnder
Cloth 4., postaye §id.

FOUNDATIONEO ¥ FREEDGM, A series of iweniy-iwo
essays by various writevs, Papear 4&d.; Cioth 84, postage 24,

THE BTCGRY OF MY DICTATORSHIP,  Suff boards, 1s., post
free.  Special edition, post free 4. Penny edi im“, 48 pp.

THE ABC OF THE LAND QUESTION. A Handbook for
Brudents and Speakers. By i Dundas Whie, LL.D . M.
3d., post froe 44,

ABSCHEME FOR LAND-VALUE TAXATION., By ] Dundas
White, LL.D, WMLE. 3d. post free &4,

LAND. VALUE TAXATION AND FREU-DUTIES By
Dandas White, LL.D., M.P. B4, post free 4d.
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Second edition, with Ewas,Lr,ord by M AL G Gardiner. 14,
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