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\’IY PARTNERS, THE PEOPLE.”
AN OPEN LETTER TO MR. ANDREW CARNEGIE.

‘Andrew Carnegie, Esq.,
e Skibo Castle, N.B.
Dear Sir,
I have read with great interest and pleasure vour article, *“My.
i:Partners, the People,”” in the current number of the “ Review of
Reviews.” 1 welcome your prophetic utterance that ““In time. .
1. the mere man of wealth himsclf will come to realise that in
the estimation of those of wisest judgment he has no place with the
. educated, professional man.  He occupies a distinctly lower plane
: 'i_ﬂtellectually, and in the coming day Brain is to stand above Dollars,
Conduet above both.  The making of money as an aim will then be
* rated as an ignoble ambition.  No man has ever sccured recognition,
" .much less fame, from mere wealth. It confers no distinction among
- the good or the great.”” But the fulfilment of this prophecy requires
as a condition precedent the sweeping away of the present unjust
political, social, and industrial conditions—the substitution of
“economic independence for the existing economic tyranny.

¥ welcome also vour declarations {1) in favour of Individualism,

{2) against Socialism or Communism, and (3) against an Income Tax.
Like yourself, “of nothing am I more firmly convinced than that
in Individuahism lies the secret of the steady progress of civilisation ;**
“that ** Except we build upen ithe foundation of * As ye sow so shall
ve reap,’ we labour in vain to establish a higher, or even fo maintain
the present civilisation.  Virtue must bring reward, vice punishment,
work wages, sloth misery. Epergy and skill must win a prize denied
~ to indolence and ignorance,”” I agree with you when you say that
“The rights of private property emerged slowly from ages when
property was held mostly in cemmeon ; as civilisation advanced men
became less communistic and more individualistic.””  And when yvou
... state that ““Public sentiment at last snstained private property because
i it was found favourable, and discarded communism because it was
" found unfavourable, to progress.”’ But I cannot follow you when




dare thai there is nothing sacred aboui individual ownership

i as the svstem under which po
i the

as man has establishe

made. ™ Nor ean 1 oagree with vou in subsonbi

ane ol Sdon Saith that O The subje

condribuis to the support uf gy

proportion o thelr abilitias. " Such a canan of faxation

wontld no doutd dpmuil iy the Hultan m . but the frue bos

axaiion in accordnnos with

the just, the honest brasis of faxaiion--

benefits ry ad, while aeresing wiily vou ihat an Income
v Stof ool vawes. . L. %}";a: most perpicious 7 that i

demaraiises g notion o0 and thai in the words of the Koo Hono WL

. Gladstone, 1t o Natron of Lo, " D am unable to support
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o gnored phout individual

thar “thero 18 nothi

bLiished it as

sy oo hoag

syafoern under

5 oof labour,

aed appdy to the prod
whother v.-iria ia:_-zaid or

which proyg

bevnuss these belong i Lo the labour

brain, who has it can only

LrATRR LY property in lond o

which are nuiure mocopoies has been ailmwd undder

stery under which [Sassiy

the mustaken notion that it s the

bhest be made. Bt the public are ropidly awakesing fo the aci
that the unrestricted private ownership and controb of dand ix o
aned that in the interes

umbliog Block in the path of toee progrs

e monopoly of land must be broken
the

QYR

af the whole community pro

Ao, and natural monopolies must be owned and controlied by

Lygch reforms are o

public. Ko is th the Hocist

(o the realisation of # trae and complete Tndividuatisme—an Tndividunl-

mign 2t fat hald and no Tavour,” oo

=i owhich wil secure 5 eao

based upon the democratic principle & Hqgual rights o
i I i 1

special privi POTIO.
Asoa omatter of faot, band monopoly and the private control of
1 woof

sroperty 1 and your staterment shove-quoted s in line, noi with

Individu

i the frue gic

patural  monopolies are ahsolotely oppo:

iam. buip with the socinlisin doctrine that there are no




Yhatural viohts of oo, efore, no aainral et

oroperty FLavrence Gronlund {Co-operative

Loy lih,”" page 53 Society, organ
State, that gives oy ol the

Siate, the organised Sociely, even 1

zel Sockety, the
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e does nof ot

o ousoa pariicle

of itle to what our hands and brain produce. ™
abour,” a reply 1o the Inte Pope’s Encyolical

thy

in his Oondinion of 1

on Labour, Henry George roclearfy demanstrates not mer

imjustice of absolute privaie })!(r}z\si‘ i dand, bui also the Justice

arivi properive-ihe  private property of  the prodoces
: P ; 3

of Yabour,

prodio
“The world,” he holds, “is the creation of God.”  Asd he

BULTLIGE T . . - “

“The men brought o 13 for the briel period of thehr ¢

are the eounl aresiures of 1

provident onre.

"By hig constitubon,

faciion of which depend, aot only the mamiesance of his phy

life, bt also the development of his ntellectunl and spiritual tife,

Grod has made the action of these wants dependent on man’s

- on him the injune-

e osert iving hint the power,

- that of itself ralses hon far above the brote,

tion to labour--a pow

cerently zay that it enab WS, L owers,

straw.  With the need for Labour and the power to lsbour He has

also given o man the material for Labour.  This material s land

wan physicaily being nland snimal, who cian live ondy on and from
fand, ’m{l can use other clements, such as alr, sunshine, and water,
onky ihe use of land,

3t the Crentor,

and isfe thelr nec

}}("m;;‘ the egual creatures

e aro

His Providence o lnsn: their lives
equally eaititled fo the vse of lnpd, and aey adjusiment ihat denies
this equal use of land s morslly wrong ™

i right of swnership, be holds that—
: Scual wants and pow

created individuals, with i
dusily entiiled {subject, of cours

to the moral obliga-

TRen G

farmil

tions that arse from such reladions as that of the i o the use

of theie own powers and the enjovment ol the results.

antertor  to human Jaw, and  deriving  ils

thus arises,
validite from dhe law of God, a right of private cwnership in things



prodine

of which o deprive hiv, withoui his
“This right of properiv, originaling in th(, mrht of the individuwd

to himael, iz the only full and f"ampivte right of property. Iy

attachies to things prodeced by lak

bui cannct attach to things
ereated by Godo . . .

“To oattach 1o things created by God the swme nghi of private
gwnership that justly attaches to things produced by labour, s {o
impair and deny the true rights of properiv. For a man who, out
of the procecds of his labour, Is obliged to pay another man for the
use of ocean or air or sun:

dne or sotl, all of which are to men lovolved
in the single term land, is in this deprived of bhis righthud property,
amdd thus robbed.™

Asg to the use of land, Henry George holds that

While the right of ownership that justly attaches to thi

produced by lezhour cannot attach to Iand, there may attach o land
a night of posse

sion,  As your Floliness savs, ‘God has oot granied
the earth to mankind in general in the sense that all without distine~
tion can deal with it as they please,” and regulations necessary for

it best use may be fxed by human laws.  Bui such regulations
must conform to the morval law—must secure to all equal participation
in the advantages of God's general bounty.,  The principle s the

same as where a bumnan father leaves property egually to 2 number
of children.  Some of the things thus left may be incapable of
commoen use or of specific division.  Such things may properly be
assigned to some of the children, but only under condition that ihe
gguality of henelit ameng them all be preserved. . .

“in owr cities of millions and our States of scores of millions, iz
2 civilisation where the division of Iabour bas gone so far that large
numbers are hardly conscicus that they are landeusers, it sUH remains
true thai we are all land animals, and can five only on land ; and
that iand is God's bounty to all, of which no one can be deprived
without being murdered, and for which no one can be compelled to
pay ancther without being robbed.  But aven in a staie of society
where the claboration of indusiry and the increase of permanent

improvements bave made the need for prvate possession of fand

widespread, there is no difficulty in conjorming individual possession

with the equal right to land.  For as soon as any plece of land will

vicid to the possessor o larger vetwrn than is had by simiiar labour
o other land, o valve atinehes to it, which is shown when 1 is sold

of the value
of any improvements in or on it, always indicates the pre

or rented.  Thus the value of the lund Hself, irrespective

sine value
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ol the benefit to which ol are entitied in s use, as distingnished from

the value which, a3 prodocer, or suece

woet o oproducer, belonps
o the possessor in individual right,

“Fo combine the gion with the justice

Ivantages of private poss

of common owners sary, thereiore, to take for

ipy, woas only nece
common uses what value attaches to land rrespective of any exertion
of fabour upon it.”

Hence Henry George advocates the taxation of land values as

the natural and just method of raicing public revenues.  And he lays
down the frue canons of taxation as follows :

“E s clear that this right way of ralsing public revenues munst
accord with the merat law., . . .

“lt o must not fake from individuals what vightly belongs to
individua

not give some an advantage over others, as by increasing

the prices of what some have o sell and others must buy.

“It must not lead men into temptation, by requiring wivial cathe,
by making 1 profitable to lie, o swear falsely, 1o bribe, or to ke
bribes.

it must aot confuse the distinctions of right and wrong, and
weaken the sanctions of relipion and the Staie, by creating crimes
that are not sing, and punishing men for doing what in jiself they
have an undoubted right o do.

Iy must nob repress Industey. It must not check commerse, Tt
ssh thrift

mrigt not

IS DO [

production and the fairest

* Constder,” he continoes, the taxes on the processes and pro-

ducts of industry by which, through the civilised world, public revenuves
are oollected—the octrel duties that surronnd  Htalian  cities with
barriers ;  the monstrous cestoms duties that hamper intercourse
O

between so-called Christian States ; the iaxes on cccupalions
carnings, on isvestmentis, on the buildin :;‘ of houses, on the cultivation
of felds, on Industry and thrifi in all forms. . . .

CAl these taxes violate the moral éziw., They fake by force what
belongs to the individual alone ; thev give to the unscrupulous an
advantage over the scrupulous ; they huve the effect, nuy, are largely
mfended, to incresse the price of what some have o sell and others

must buy ¢ they corrupt government ; they make caths a mockery
they shackle commerce ; theyv fine industry and theift 3 they lessen
the wealth that men might enjoy, and enrich some by impoverishing

others.”’



Gond he oadeds

. . . e va

lise thar we propose 10 tax-——ihe val

dive of improvements—does not come from any

o invesiment  of capiial noor on ¥t the valves g

way boing valoes of improvements, which we would «

ive of improvement, s the velue that

son of noreasing population and  social

DEOEIe valug ihat alwavs goes o the o ay owner,

and wover does and never can, g0 to e aser ;) for 3f the user be 2

difforenl person irem ithe owner, he

i vl or I purchus e while i

TS 2]

s owner, nei as aser, that he

Mg ov renting

the Jand, he oun owner, continue to receive af, after he o

PR

iy e oaouser.

s tases on land, fer e oof improvement, cannot e

the resvards of indusiry, sor sdd to orices—{Henry

H

e here points
1

as well @

& rent and so pass

the lnnd vahue fnx on to the tenant, or i land-use s landlovd,

cannot raise the price of his producis and so pass the nx on 1o fhe

i
- the individuald

CONSUNET)

the individual.  They

by the growih of the community, and

the community as s wholo

e take land-values for the State, abolishing ol tuy

products of fabour, wrefore leave 1o the lahourer
produce of Inbour; fo the individual, all thay nighifully belonps Lo
the indivicdual, it would Impose no burden on industry, no check
am commeroe, no punishment on theift 5 38 would zecure
th, by

-, without any

stribution of

production and the fairest dis

artificizal

10 produce and exchang

5 they pl

a vabue

enhancenwent of prices 1 and by taking for public purpo

that connnt be carried off, that cannot be hidden, that of all values

S omost easily

scertained and most covtainly and cheaply collected,

towoenld enormousty lessen the numbor of o dispense with

anths, do aw 1 temptaiions to boibery and ovasion, and abolish

e crimes, o themselves Innocent,

Now, not only the Income T

w, which vou comdemn, bt

the dividend ifax and ibe demth  duties, wloch vouw approve and

advovate, viclate the irue canons of faxaton laid down by Heney

renrge, I 2 man carns bis neome or obinins Ing wealth honestly,

it s s oo radnst the world--his to hold,

to cxchange for the

property of others, bis to transfer, cither at death or otherw) 1o




further, and so are these fo o whom bo sy

hutover vevenues may hbe justly

property, o w
of di
For on individund e sdeprive him of any portion of bis honesily

slth,

mt oof his s

nds or otherwise, from the rightful mvesi

ahtained income o wealth, = Lod for the Smde o do the
game s hkewise a oman docs not canwe by b 513
his wealth bone e lnw showld tnke cognisance of the fact HN

g oconirol of natarnal

cascn of Tand monopely, by

or such L

monopolics, by reasen of profeciive [Z'H'}-
wenlih thai he has not earned,
or the State 1o do 15 oot to

selinction, but to so adjust

{

tax INCOmMe Dr Wi

cur fax system and oor "‘(]I;w! ial syvsteny that the mcomes will go o

Bose whe do carn thens o and this can be seoured by the faxa

[
Faned values, the public s.‘.(‘;!;ié’t“‘:? of naturad monapolio

oF all fariffs. 1% should be noted that a tax on land \':ﬁizefs §:~; fOVEEY
different maiter from an inooime fovied on the vents actually
Cihe landlocds, The Tatter would net touch fand that was

thorelore vielded no

3f;[i]n-'s*> bes Tsroal

- the consumer. A tax on lend valoes,
upen the full value of all fand, whether plil
watthd thery
incressig the market supply of Jund aod

operate to foree ddle idm‘ intg th

nreventing the fandlord from raising his rents and pa

Further, siot only are the taxes vou |
t, us 1 have already

- canons of taxaton, bu

vOR Ve !_x‘_@iiﬁ‘i o ‘\.}"!s_‘ sirability wned the just
and # very superior svstem of taxation. poist,

wtion advooaied by

:;(

ahility and the justice of the very methed of fa
Henry Goorge.
Tl aue of the two brothers, the one with o {arm ot Harlem,

the ofher with 1 G oon Alanhattan Island, Hoth brothers 7 are

equaliv industrious, cultivaie their farms equally well, and i overy

ate. 0

pect are equally sood otzens of the &
CPhe growih of N York City northwards soon mokes the

ehildren of the vounger millionaires, while those e._af the cider remsin

¥

simple {armers in comfortable owouwmstances. “Now, ™ you ask,
noe nowenlth?  Not lobour, nor skall,

“who or whet made thi

acity, nor enterprise, nor greater puhlc

Mo, a0y suporior
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LW Oave

and his brother
an the Manhatien farm ™ —aye, an ! h ad neither n{ the brothers ever
been born.

“The younger {armer,” vou add, “now a great properiy-holder,

dies, and his children In due fime pass away, cach leaviag willions,

since the farm has become part of a great city, and bnmense buildings

; of thousands of dollars,

upon H produce sonual reols of  hundre
When these children die, who have neither toiled oor spun, what
canon of justice would be viclated were the nation to step in and say
led  “the com-

that, since the agpregation of theiy fellow-men, aal
munity,” created the descendants” wealth, it is entitled to a large
portion of it as they pass away?”

By introduci mg, the question of the “immense buildings on the
land,”” producing 7 annual rests of hundreds of thousands of
real estate,’” which

Qi

{'!{')liam, cmd %)}- vour uscof the phrase
covers not merely the fand bot all buildings and other improvements
on i, vou confuse the issuc.  The return derived from buildings and

gther mprovements nei, economically speaking, rent. 1f s

interest on the capital invested n the improvements, and such interest

helongs of right, not to the community, but ¢ the &
maoke the improvements, or to their successors.  On the same prine
ciple, the rental value of the land, which, asccording to vour own
statement of the case, is not due 0 any labour, skill, superior ability,
sagacity, enferprise, or public service on the part of the owner, but

; iz awnke, and is,

v.:hi{‘f'l while he slee rrows as {ast as when he

in fact, produced by the whole community, belongs of nght to the
whole communityv.  And it belongs to the whole communiiy now
Hving, not to the whole community of the next or any succeeding
generation ; {or the land values of to-day are created by the people
of to-day, and therefore nghtfuily belong fo the people of to-day.
The land of New York will vield so many millions of dollars of ront

this vear, not because of the presence of millions of inhabitants last
vear, but hecause of the presence of the millions now ; and if next

vear New York City were deserted by s inhabitants, it woold vield

no rents next vear, whereas i the inhabitants of New YVork founded

another city of the same stze the rental values taken from New York

would materialise wherever the new city was established.  Therefore,

as I have said, the land values of to-day bhelong to the people of
to-day, and no canon of justice would be viclated 3f the community

were Lo tanke possession of that value forthwith.  But, by reason of
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v oaed se do ovnlues of properiv, et iU decling, and

] v i e s e e e [ .,
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oveates the wealth o esch suceess geperadion ;7 and

il shouid coniriboio to the nation

v, o ather fovnr of
‘E}i?i‘{'r%iﬁ']_\\“ Further considerniion should show

lt) sueds

voabipe of real eslals

voof that portion of the value of
value of the land rrespeciive of mg _ :
created by ihe community as 2 whole, and é:.i's:zé‘. this value

and a0 other farm of wendth should contribute to the nation

The sumie ressonang applies 1o fhe case of all the other Drothers,

except the stock-exchange gombler.  Analyse each oz and vou will

fmd that the groat

h o they obtain is for the most part monopoly
par

COREINUGEE

valuege-ihal is 0 say, i i botiom land value, The greater

of the valus of railroads mbe

Fa

i the roadway the long

strip of land, sivetching 1n some cases acrvoss the continent, opon

dieh the ranls are Insd. i the of the protected iron and

steel monopol b Lgis'émgzi'{: honalit of Protectie

second of these hrothers was cule enotgh 1o 3

1

o1 e, to those w

i

v ot the whole

the tron lands, ere. The same applis

d calls him.

o malerials, the coal iands

yonl frudy put oL,

to The Silver King ' oas
dreh nit o

L of the mine (the
ithe peo crovirsly

I fhese

fnnd) as the de

worthicss stones,

ceonomirenlly spealki Land, and to thoem by the

demands of the people s thus land value woment-packers” fortune,

as vou show, 18 duee i farge t the growth of the populaiion of

5o due i,sw: part io his power to Voerner

e v material of bee! and pork, and so forth—is due, i fact, fo

i
bis power 6 pwmopolise 'th land on which the catile and pigs are

duties, to “‘corner’ jhe

er, thanks fo Protective

wed, and to his
mprket and so Vincrease the price of what he has to sell and oihers

saust hav, ™ As Tor the Gifth brother, whose case g g cose apaci-—vou

very rightly tnlke the case of brothers. Al men are brothers, and

3l men are  therefore squnily co-heirs of the Ali-Father, equally

entitled to the hounties of nature, egually entitled o use the Jand

which is esseatial, shsolutely sssential, to the fives of alll Henry

qonid enable us
of pl vike o g e of
nership.”  Were this mmi and Just reform carried ont

hos shown how the oxation of land

with the ju

COOVTI O



Frains,

ngr h&r gmhm ;}wrpnsea tbe i(um milw o zfmiffi b‘ i!’x{ public,
a very important canon of justice has been, and is still bei ing, violated ;
for the

bitherio raised, and still raises, its revenues by methods that vielae

1

oty deprived of st oand paturval revenue, has
the true canons of wyation, and violate aleo the just cuncn that the
wealth produced by the individual befongs 1o him whe has produced 51,

i

I hold, therelore, that, so far from its being “immaterial a1 what
date collection is made, so that it {the value created by the community)
comes to the MNational Treasury at Iast,” i is of the utmost nport-
ance that the Iand values created by the public of to-day should be
appropriated to-day for the public purposes of to-dav.  And T cannot
but think that after further consideraiion of the ma

e veu voursel!
must come to the same conclusion.
D thoroughly agree with vou that 1 would be unwise to interfere

s

with the working bees.””  But that is just what our present svatem of

land monopoly, of private control of natural menopolies, and of unjust
taxation is doing all the fime.  The taxation of lend vahiues, howsver,
would not mterfere with the working bees——except by getting rid of
esisting interferences ¢ The landowner is in no sense o working bee.
He is 2 drone in the indusirial hive.  As the Rt. Hon. 1. Asguith
said at a recent meeting of the Lund Law Reform Associaii wn, T The
fandiord iz not & p.zstm:z' in the industrial community.  He is not 4
partner in it, bul a parasite upon i7" And 8 is wise to inferfere with
parasites, because if vou don't they will undoubtedly, and do
undoubtedly, interfere with vou, As Hepry George has demon-
strated, land valoe “alwayvs OCs w0 thL owner as owner, and pever
does, and never can, go to the user.”  Ia other words, fand value,
the honey produced by the community as a whole, goes gt present o
the drones, as dropes: it never goes, and never can gn, fo the
working boes.  Therefore, if by the taxation of Iand values the
community inkes for the benefit of the whole comm unity, as it surely

has every right to do, the honey produced by the whole community,
it will not interfere with the working hees, it will not take away any
honey that vightly beloags to the working bees as individuals © it

will only interfere with the drones—{taking from them the honey
that rightly belongs, not to !iwn“s but to the whole community)-—and

that agsaredly nesd not drones

] ¥
COnOErn Jy

themsalves,

Referving to the gre

increase in real esrate values shown fy the
P ihat “the obwvious ereator of this weslth is

T Mlet population remain

HENS, YOu

not the individual, but the communiiv ;'



at first helps son torn on him to demand that such

%

emigration shall b% stopped as reducing their woges !

UGive away what bund he may have, or refuse 1o take rent for it

v et 1 st lower cents than the macket price?  He will simply make
new Taond-gwaers or puzim] Iapd-owners 5 he may make some indis
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