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Special Notice to Members.

The Filty-iifth Annual Meeting of the Mem-
hers of the League will be held on Wednesday,
May 25th wmext. Fualler particulars will be
circuliated later, with the Annual Report of the
Execuiive, the Audired Accounis, ete. Mean-
while, members are specially requested to make
a note of the dare of the meeting, Attention is
also specially called to the following paragraph.

Mominations and Elections.
Clavse 18 of the League Constitulion reads as
follows tr

“ In the case of an Annunal General Meeting the
Secretary shall post to all members with the notice
of meeting a list of the names of the retiring
Officers and Members of the Executive Commitice
{included those appointed under Rule 1: hereo)
together with a copy of this Rule. Any Member
of the League who has assented {0 his nomination
may be nominated by two Members of the League
who shall seven clear days betore the date of the
Anvual General Meeting send such nomination to
the Secretary, Retiring Officers and Members of
the Executive Committee shall be eligible for re-
election without nomination. At any General
Meeting, election shall be by ballot where the
miumber of candidates for eleciion exceeds the
number of positions fo be Alled. Not less than
two scrutineers elected by the Members present
for the purpose shall ecilect the ballot papers and
count the votes cast, and their report on the voting
shall be conclusive evidence of the resolt of the
election.”

The retiring Officers, etc., are :—
President—Rupert East.
Hon. Treasyver—Frank Fox.
General Scoretary—Fredk. Verinder.

Auditors—Messrs, . Botton,  Stevens  and  Witty,
Incorporated Accountants,

Vice-Presidents—
i Hon. G N Barnes, LCEL.  Reginald H. Pott, L.C.C.

Peter Bart 2P, Wilson Raffan, T8
*H. ;. Chancelior #7. Atholl Robertsan, F.R

Sir Percy Harris, Bt , M.P. Frunle Smith

Mrs. Lowis I*, Iacobs Chas. Fl. Soithson

Chas. Latham,
FIL.AA,FIS A, LCC Rev.Mervyn Stewart, B R

W, W, Lester, M. A, Ri. Honn C. P Trevelyan,

AW, Madsen, B .Sc. 1t Honp, [ £ Wedgwon
B.S.0.

*Francis Neilson H. Graham White, M. P,

U ¥ Farmer Presidents,

Execulive Commilice

Chas. Ankin, LL.B. Miss I3 Jacobs

H. A. Berens, B.A , F.C.5. Miss . K. Levy
W. B, Bland, F.C11. Leon Maclaren
Mes, Frank Fox Tohn AL Mawson

R. P. Gardener t. F. G. Mermagen
WO, Holmes C. B, Pelham

A. ¥ Horn fouis Rosenfreld

HErnest Ingledew. A CES.

The President, Hon, Treasurer and Gen
Secretary are ev-officic members of the Execn
Committee.

MNominations in respect of any of the OQffic
ete.. should reach the Secretary at least “se
clear davs 7 belore the date of the Ann
Meeting (see Clause 18, above),

Meetings in April,

‘Tu. 5.—International Friendship League (Greenw
Group), Prince of Orange Station He
next Greenwich Station : A, C. Blackb
“The Problem of War,”  8.15 p.m.

Th. 28—London  Co-operative  Soeciety,  Chisv
Political Council, Guild Room, over
operative Stores, 1oo, High Road, Chisw
A, C. Blackborn, 8 pan.
North Tottenham Women's Liberal A
ciation, 1o, Bruce Grove, Tottenham, N.
Fredk., Verinder, ** Hates and Assessmen
3 pam.

Mav 25 —Annuval Meeting of League.

Economic Causes of the * Anschluss.”
Besgides the “racial ” reasons for the awneza
of Austriz. upon which Herr Hitler has ladd so m
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strece i N ; : )
g it iz zmpncmbﬁ@ o donb 1f there were

powerfil economic causes also, The City Editor of
the News-Chronicle has pointed ont (\/Lir(,h 16thy, ihat
Agstria possesses high-grade iron ore in the Eisenberg
(Tron Mountain) w;ih possibilities of greatly m{,reasf~ai
production ; that it is the largest producer in the
world of m;lg,ne%i am—*‘an essentisl ingredient for
high- spe,ed steel alloys and thers >£ort like iron, *“ an
B Pl‘uh&;uy iy itn-
portani of all is the water-power of the Tyrol,” which
with intensive development could prodoce enough
electricity to render all Germany independent of
coal as a source of powes, 7 an enormous help io
Hiiler's T!-l"ﬂl(“v of econnmic %E‘Ef“knﬁgupnmr Anutrion
armament works alse come under his conirol, “ The
Austrian sugar industry is also of some importance
and  Ausitria  also  possesses certain natonral ol
resonrces.”

4 b
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The article from which we quote appeared on
March 26t} Two days later Hitler told the
Reichstag that the mining of copper, lead and gold
would be begun or intensified. The exploitation of
Austrian  water-power resources . . . . wounld also
now be undertaken on a big scale, as well as other
projects of internal development.”

In the wars in Abyssinia, Spain, China, and now
in the military occupation of Ausiria, the acgnisition
of new natural resources, whatever © ideological ?
reasons may have been given for foreign aggression,
is clearly one of the most important objects in view,

* FAfter this noie had been written, the views of
the News-Chronicle writer were conbrmed and
amplified in a special article in the Times (March 21st),
in which 1f was pointed out, among other things,
that Germany is very short of tlmber from Whl(‘h }f:
is trying to produce artificial wool and that ** more
than one-third of Ausiria’s productive land s

afforested.”

¥Field-Marshall Goering, in his speech at Vienna
on March 27th, told the people of Austria  that
mnemployment wouid be ended by schemes of public
works and manufactare of armaments.

Rates.

In the House of Commens, on March rfith, Sir

Kinpsley Wood, Minister of Health, moved the

second reading of a Bl to postpone the operation
of the proposed Re-valuation for t%&tmg purposes till
April 1st, 1945, because * in the view of the Central
\J.h.mt]ou Commitiee it was desirable that certain
allegations of hardship should be investigated.” The
fear, everywhere, was that rateable value would be
increased.

The newspapers are now daily reporting
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p(}sed in the ;mxt hadf-year, oincrea
S:h{, pound rate seems to be practically universal
iz certain that the question of the rates will re
a matier of general public interest for 2 long tin
come, and will afford opporiunities everywhe:
point out that what is wrong with the rates is
they are levied on a wrong basis and p:iic'i wiain
the wrong people. Members of the Leagus
urged to take the fullest possible advantage of 1
opportunitiee. Local newspapers are almost al
ready to print letters from local people on
question.  Itis easy to show co-operative soci
&

_{Qg‘ the Co_pperative (roilcdsy how
il o b v

e
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as producers, as distribufors and as consumer:
prejudiced by an nnjust rating system. Ratepa
Associations should be asked to consider whether
inierests would not be much better served by a ch
inn the basis of assessment rather than by nig
efforts to cripple useful public services by ket
down the pound-rate. Members of pcliticz 2] oo
and trade unions are, or can be interested in the r,
gquestion.  Every disgruntied ratepayer should

possible recrnit for the Leagnoe.

AR and Rating,

The Government is urging Local Authorities
private citizens to take preuwtiam against bow
seroplanes.  Mr. Albert de Angelis, of Hornch
Lssex, concerned for the safety of the zoo ter
living in the flats of whick be is owner, prop
two years ago, to constract anair-raid sheller, 2«
underground and protecied by a reinforced con
rook, for his tenants. The local Counncil, to w
he mentioned his plans, instead of presenting
with an illuminated address or some sther recogn
of his good citizenship, told him that the sh
would be subject to rates. So he dropped
scheme.

Last month, the worsening of the internat
situation induced Bim to take 1f up again, and fe
the Council that he would go on with lis life-s:
scheme, and was determined to make the rath
it a test guestion.

The Clerk to the Council said, guite truly, the
Council is bound by the law. * We are comp
to levy rates on any structure which adds te
rentable value of a bailding, and i Mr. de An
shelter does that it must be rated”  Under :
Liw of Rating, which the Government obshin
mainiaing, Mr de Angelis will be fined for ¢
what the Government L;ﬁl@ upon him to do,



