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The Member for Ipswich.

In reply to a letter conveying the good wishes of

the Executive of the League, Mr. R, R. Stokes,
Fabour Candidate for Ipswichk at the recent By-
Election and now M.P., wrote to the General
Secretary :—

“ I am most grateful to you for your letter of
11th, February and hope you will tell the members
of your Execnlive Committee that I appreciate
their good wishes very much, I am doing my
utmost to ventilate the Henry George principles
and if the resuli on Wednesday goes in my
favour, you may be sore that I shall do my best to
achieve the end we are all working for.”

Neither in his election address nor in his speeches
did IMr. Stokes leave any room for doubf as fo the
“platform ™ on which he stood for election. He
put forward the * gradual abolition of the private
monopoly of natural rescurces through the taxation
of land valves [as] the most potent remedy for the
evil distribution which is the cause of poverty and
distvess.* Land values are the creation of the
community and arise out of its presence. The land-
owner contributes nothing by his ownership as
distinct from his managenent.” “ I stand as a Free
Trader,” *The problem to-day is not between the
Nations who bave and the Nations who have not,
but between the peoples of all Nations who have not
and the people who have.”- He challenged the
policy of the * National ” Government all along the
line. He had against him a gentleman whom the
Times described as ¥ a good Government candidate.”

But to the astonishment of the Times, he * did not
find his advocacy of the taxation of land values the
millstone in Ipswich which it might have besn
elswhere.” (Echo answers * Where 777}

There was, as the Times confesses, no apathy in
this election. Very nearly 83 per cent. of the
electors went to the poll. Mr. Stokes wiped out a
Conservative majority of 7,250, was elected by a
majority of 3,568, The Daily Telegraph, which
thought that Mr. Stokes had spoilt his chances by
stressing the taxation of land values, reports the

*[During the eleciion, official figures were published
showing that the nomber of people on out-door velief
in Ipswich had increased from 428 in 1631 (o 1015
now--an iscrease of Y37 per cent.}

Conservative parly leaders as regarding this 1
¢tag far more of a local than a national vict
whatever that may mean, and quotes the (Soci
New LEeader as saying that “very few Lz
supporters would pretend that Mr. Stokes,
engineering employer, is a Socialist. He
Liberal land-taxer,” while the Daily Herald c:
his return as a great Labour victory.

The Government will not fai to note the mor
this election. But there is also a lesson in it fo
Labour Party as well as great encouragement i
members of the League to re.double their effor
the Cause to which Mr, Siokes has done
splendid service.

Values and Rentals.

“ A penny a year is the rental, on underleas
2000 years, of houses and a shop near Royal
Station, Paddington. The premises produce a §
income of £480 a vear.”"—Times, February gth.
The premises were put up to auction on Febr
i6th. It would be interesting to know the histo
this property.

# The site of the New University Club premis
St. James's Street and Arlington Street, about ¢
square feet, is to be let on building Jease. Posse:
will be given af midsummer. The ground rent
be paid by public competition . . . . The free
was recently sold for frooc00, purseant
resolution of the Ciub.”—Times, February 8th.

The price at which the frechoid was sold is al
rate of £483,000 per acre,

If the valvation proposals of Snowden’s Fir
Bill, 1931, had not been repealed by the “ Natio
Government, we should probably, by now, has
official record of the value of these twe sites rea
serve as the basis of a national tax and the

rates.

Mslk,

Mr. 8. H. P. Orde, hon, sec. of the British Hog
Association, states that “since October 1933, whe
Government's Milk Schemes began to operate,
has cost the Brifish Hospitals £400,000 more.
this the way in which our landlord-subsid
Government dispenses ** the milk of human kindr
for the benefit of the suffering ?
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