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SCOTTISH SINGLE TAX LEAGUE.

anifesto to the Electors.

I Government presently appealing to the electorate for a renewal of confidence was returned
B to power pledged to carry ont social reforms such as Old Age Pensions and Improved Dwellings
for the Working Olasses.  Heturned to power with a majority greater than any Government of
modern times, they have, instead of carrying out the schemes promised on alimost every Conservative
address, wasted the revenue of the country in the purchase of mefficient armaments, to_the inordinate
sacrifice of lives in the War in the Transvaal, or unblushingly endeavoured to outdo Tammany Hall
in corruption by voting public money to themselves and their friends.

Where are the Old Age Pensions promised on every Tory platform? Where the dwellings
that were to be sceursd to the working classes ?  Heho answers, Where? Instead of Old Age
Pensions for the poor, £1600,000 per annum for five years was voted for the relief of agriculture,
admittedly finding its way. as all such grants do, into the pockets of the landlord class.  Instead
of every workman owning his own dwelling, as the hustings cry was, £80,000 was handed over to
the tithe-paying landlord parson in Eogland, and £50000 to his Irish lay brethren; £720,000 was
given as a bribe under the Trish Local Government Act to the landlords through the Trish
agriculturists; and £600,000 was given to denominational schools.

You will be told when you aslk your Conservative representatives about the social reforms
printed on their election addresses that all the finances of the Government have been used to
defend the Hritish Empire from the aggression of the Boers.

Do not be deceived by this attempt to cover up a corrupt and inept domestic poliey with
bombast and the sound of the drum.
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Remember that the landiords and landlord parsons got their pensions in the shape of
grants in aid of agriculture and remitted tithe taxation, long before the Government thought of
war—hefore the Bloemfontein Conferenece,

There has and will be an enormous expenditure incurred for armaments in the Transvaal
War., We ask you, is this additional burden to be placed on the shoulders of industry? Already
we have had increased taxation on such working-class luxuries as tea and tobacco. hat is the
owmner of the land going to pay? Evidently if you continue the present reactiopary Government
in power, he will not only reinain seot-free, but receive a million or two in the way of grants
from time to time.

Jonsider the question. Why should all the burdens of the country be placed on industry
and the earmings of industry, while the valwes of land, which the landlord has done nothing to
create or maintain, flow constantly and increasingly into private pockets, without direct contribu-
tion to public revenue.

But this Election, we are told, is to be fought on the War, on the cry of equal rights for all
white men.  We have no objection to equal rights for all white men, either at bome or abroad,
hut what do the equal rights asount to if the values of the annexed lands, for which we have
expended our money and shed our blood, are to become, like the values of our lands at home, an
unearned appendage to the riches of a particular dass—a perquisite for a few gpeculators.

Huid Lord Bosemear at BEdinburgh, thres years ago:—

“You have acquired so enormous a mass of territory that it will be years before you can setble 14, or
control it, or make it capable of defence, or make it amenable to the arts of your administration. Have yoa
any notion what you have added to the Kiapire in the last few years? T have taken the _tronble to m.akeh_s.
campilation which T believe correet, Tn the twelve years you have added to the Empire, whether in & ‘;
shape of actual annexation, or of dominion, or what is called a sphere of influence, 2,600,000 square g;leﬁ G'i
territory 1 . . . The area of the United Kingdom—Bngland, Seotland, Wales, ]:re'land, th}i Ua'!l}::ﬁ i
Telands, and so forth—-is 120,000 square miles.  Thevefore, to the 120,000 sguare mﬂe? fo %329 s d
Hingdom, which is a part of your Hmpire, you have added during the .past twelve jours Oigrea;zr.(;.j o
large as the United Kingdom itself. J say this: that that warks ont for many Yfa‘gs a %ﬂ'gﬂ; nai;
which you cannot depart if you would.  You may be compelled to draw the sword—— _Op;: 1};‘1 3 ¥, 3&1
be—but the foreigu policy of Greal Dritain until its terrisory is consolidated, filled up, e A

wmust inevitably be a policy of peace”




Bince then we have had a policy of war, and we have added to our already (according to Loid Roscbery;
unconschidated territory, the territory of the Transvaal and Fres State.

What share has the mass of the British people either in lands at home o lands abroad 2 Where
do the equal righis of white men come in, when, through the monopoly of coal lands in Great Britain,
the price of coal has risen so enormously of late? The widow and her children must shiver without a
fire, and the industrics of the country be strangled, that land values may remain intact, the property
of a privileged few,

We have beard s great deal about new wmarkets abroad for our trade and the “open door in
China.” When are we to have the door at home-—the land of Great Britain and lreland —opened
in the interests of trade? To search abroad for fresh avenues to trade, while the land at home
is in the firm grip of monopoly, is a policy that is as futile as it is hypocritical.

If we are ever to have equal rights, we raust break up the greatest of all monopolies, the
monopoly in land, waich lies ab the voot of all vur industrial zod social evils,

How can we hrealk up this great mopapoly? We point you to a method easy of application, »
method advocated by the Liberal Party since the formulation of the Newecastle Programme—the
Taxation of Land Values. Put a tax on the values of land whether used or hald idle, and you impose
a barden not on production bat on moenopoly, which will compel the land speculator to loosen his grip
Trom the throat of industey.

During the last two years CUonferences to promote the Taxation of Land Values have been
held at Bradford, London, tlasgow, Hudderstield, and Newcastle-on-Tyne, at which representatives
from many of the principal rating bedies in the country were present; while over 300 rating
authorities have separaiely petitioned Parlisment in favour of the reform. On 8th February,
1899, Mr. K. J. C. Morion, M P., raised the guestion in the House of Commons, and almost sueceeded
in earrying it despite the enormous majority the Govermment had at its ecmmand.

At a special meeting of the BScottish ILiberal Association held in Duandee, on the Z6th
November, 1897—8ir Thomas Gibson Carmichael, Bart.. M.P.. presiding--the following resolution—
moved by Mr. H. 5. Muorray, (alashiels; seconded by ex-Bailie Peter Burt, J.P., Glasgow— was

unanimously adopted ;-

o “That whereas the ngm_r! Q.ilﬂﬂi?i@lgl.] s.ad tka ook of the Boeizl Problem ; that lard 'inﬁ'ﬂ{:a_pel_j?, which
dg directly catised by the value of land being exempt from taxation, forces labour into involuniary idleness,
and thus creates an unemployed class ; and whereas the val’ues of land are created by the presence, industry,
and growth of the people, this Conference is of opinion that the Taxasion of Land Values should
occnpy a foremost place in the Programme of the Liberal Party, to be dealt with at the earliest possible
moment by—

(1) The abolition of the Breakfast Table Duties—the duties on tea, coffee, covon, dried frnits, ste.

(2) The substitution of a direct tax on the vatue of land, apart from improvements,

(3} Reform of the Valuation Acts to provide for the separate scheduling in the valuation returns of the values of
land and the valoss of imiprovements, with a view to separate assessment, ete,”

If this reform was carried it would have a powerful and immediate effect in improving
trade, inereasing the demand for labour, and raising _wages, besides improving the dwellings
of the pecple, which are mainly dear because land is held out of the wmarket which might
be used for building purposes, while it would also supply funds which might be utilised for Old Age
Pensions or for the reduction of the present burden of tazation.

Therefore, we appeal to all Eleetors who have the progress and prosperity of their country at
heart, to Vote for no Candidate who does not pledge himseif firmly and clearly in
favour of : :

THE DIRECT TAXATION OF LAND VALUES,

(Signed)  FPHETER BURT, President,
GHORGE B. WADDELL, Treasurer.
JOHN PAUL, Secretary.
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