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Issued by the United Commitiee
for the Toxetion of Lond Values

There is little to distinguish in the programmes and
policies of the various parties. The Conservatives have
much to say about the Planned Economy and the controls
and restrictions, how the Government has kept indusiry
in a strait jackef, how it bas piled up taxation to meet
extravagant expenditures; and how faultily the nationa-
lised industries are operating. But the Conservatives
themselves have their Planned Economy. They wouid
retain many nationahsed industries, while the controls
and restrictions contained in the protective tariffs, which
they uphold, are as vicious as a form of Socialism as
anything they now condemn. Pre-war Conservative
legrislation in favour oi tariffs and markeiing boards,
establishing monopolies -and granting prwﬂeges pwed
the way for to-day’s Socialism.

The Liberals would seek power to institite a’ scheme
of compulsory co-ownership, an arbitrary and inmjurious
mterference with business undertalangs (and fatuous
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title to its verv name.

Labour, Conservative and Liberal parties vie with ope
another in supporting policles of guaranteed prices and
guaranteed markets for farm produce, the financial effect
of which will be but to guarantee the mounting prices
of farm lands, exempted as they are (with both Con-
servative and Labour approvaly irom any local taxation,
no matter how valuable the land is.  Agriculture is not
served thereby. No one can now enter that industry
without saddling himself with heavy mortgage debt.

The Labour Party is now solid for Customs tariffs ds
equipment  necessary for its controlled economy. Its
surrender to territorial landiordism is complete. It con-
tinues its inflationary policy of laying out vast sums of
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public money in land purchase schemes. The price pay-
able for agricultural land must always be the full market
value, by which 21l the largesse thrown at the farmers
falls uitimately into the owners’ laps. The Conserva-
tives have ‘worked hand in hand with this fraudulent
Socialism for - the preservation of landlord privilege:
But it is surprising that the Liberal Party has fzllen
for this protectionist policy for agriculture, a reversion
to the hated Corn Laws and repudiation of the freedom
of trade. =~

-Consider the similarity of outleok on the fundamental
problems of persisting povérnty, recurring unemployment
and low wages. By their policies each of the parties in
fact accepts these problems as insoluble. Each regards
them as inevitable features of modern society, to be
ameliorated but not removed. . Nothing more can be
done, it is falsely assumed, than to collect aids for the
needy, as by insurance contributions, and to supplement
wages and give grants to industries out of the proceeds
of general taxation. It is not cobserved that taxation,
as it is levied to-day penalising production and trade,
is the main cause of the conditions it is sought to amend.

There is something offensive as well as humiliating
in what goes by the name of Social Services. They
include housing subsidies, guaranteed markets, doles and
aids to other industries, not to speak of the “ social ser-
vice 7 of price-raising protective tariffs which the manu-
facturers enjoy. The Welfare State, so-called, and so
widely distributive, becomes a grand charity, with its
gifts to the benehcidries, most of them not knowing and
caring less hy what means and with what retroactive
effect the pot is filled out of which they eat. That the
gifts are illusory and somehow fail of their purpose is
proved by the constant pressure for more. See for
example how insatiably the farmers lobby at the door-
step of the Treasury for more and more aid, Act after
Act voting public funds for their benefit. See how all
these aids are never enough, and how they escape as
through a sieve, but not at all mysteriously, into the
hands of that “ superior interest” who has just so much
more security for the rent that is his fo collect.



Successive Labour budgets have re-enzcted the protec-

tive tariffs, reimposed every nwmsance tax  wnpeding
production or hampering trade, or have invented more
of the like; have mainitained the levies on wages and
have placed such burdens on buildings, plant, machinery
capital necessary for the rumming of ndustry. All that
amount of taxation has proved imsufhcient to meet
expenditures,” Nor have the American loan, Marshali
Aid, the grants and loans from Canada, Awustralia and
other Dominions made good the difference. Even before
re-armament began, the increase in imternal debt, the
use of the printing press and the depreciation of the
pound were taking us fast on the road to financial
calamity.
- The duty of a reform government should be to repeal
the spate of perniclous measures introduced by two
Labour Governments and to disband ¢he Ministries and
Foards which those Acts called into being. First to go
should be the Town and Country Planning Act, with iis
ransom of £300,000000 to land speculation, its many
hundreds of millions more of public funds pledged for
land purchase and its development charges so levied as, i
fact, to hamstring developmeni. - The "Agriculture Act
must be rescinded. Its aid to farmers, its overall comn-
trol and its land purchase provisions have not enly made
small-holdings a dead leiter but has esiablished a closed
shop for all who are privileged to remain within the
industry. The Local Govermment Act has confirmed
and indeed apgravated the inequitable incidence of the
present rating system. ‘The New Towns Act looks not
to why old towns are congested and deteriorate but
would gamble £25,000,000 more or less on each to-be-
built town and then let the rating system do its worst
in taxing houses and giving privaté interests scope to
gather increased land values to themselves.

A whole series of other measures touching the land
question tells the same story of public money or Masshall
Aid, or what you will, entering the Treasury to be dis-
pensed again on schemes which ultimately benefit those
who hold the land: the support for hill farmers; the



£20,000,000 spent to improve Scotland’s water supplies
{(increasing the rates on houses); The Dramage, Special
Roads, Cost Protection and other betierment schemes.
Eazach measure has compelled harassed taxpayers and
ratepayers to foot a bill which should be charged against
the rents of the benefited lands.

The obliguity of the Government is in having failed
to re-epact the Finance Act of 1931 (which the Con-
servatives repealed); to secure the valuation and taxation
of land values and at the same time reform local taxation,

We do not say that the Conservatives would have done
any better if they had been in power, bui they could
hardly have done worse. As it is, Conservatives and
Soclalists have been closely associated in effecting mis-
chievous land legisltion, and the Liberals have not been
unwilling companions. It was time all came out imto
the open to justify their claims to represeni the people
in the government of the country. Whatever the results
may be, we shall not this time have the Government
so ardently desired by lovers of liberty, whose practical
politics embody the simple plan that the free market shall
be restored, that government iake its hand off industry
and that private initiative be allowed free scope, free
from all monopoly and privilege. It is the pathway to
peace and prosperity, to the Rule of Law and the
rightecusness that exalteth a nation, Land Value Taxa-
tion, the abolition of taxation on the work of man’s
bands, the freedom of irade, are secular phrases, but
they are contained in the social philosophy free men must
live up to, and these are its mstruments. :
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