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BOOKS EVERY STUDENT OF THE
LAND QUESTION SHOULD READ.

PROGRESS AND POVERTY. Uy Tewey Gzorce. An Daguicy into
the canse of Ludustzinl Depressions, and of Increase of Want with Tncrease
of Wealth,  The Remedy.,  8ve, cloth, 15 64 1 paper covers, Is.

BOCIAL PROBLEMS. By the same.  Clath, ir 641 paper covers, Is

PROTECTION OR FREE TRADE. A Hoamiantion of the Taif
Juestion, with especial regard to ihe DInteresis of Labouwr. By the same.
Cloth, ts. 64, The Leagues Special Biftion, paper covers, Gd.  post free, g

THE COMDITION OF LABOUR. Reply to the Popd’s Encyelical on
Labour, By the same.  New fditden.  Cloth Is.; paper covers, O,

A PERPLEXED FﬁELOS@PHEE, 4 Examination of M=z
FIgrper?y SR ; e utlerances on the Land Clestion, By the
same.  Cloth, 1s E ay

{Tus Five asove i)U‘LlE\H inred cloth, Post free, 55 Gl d

THE SCIENCE OF POLITICAL ECONOGMY. By Menry Georox.
Library Edition, Gs. )

THE LIFE OF HENRY GEGORGE. Iy his Son. Libsary Edition, 65

LAND VALUES ARMD TAXKATION. By Eow:y Apam, M A, BHoards,
15, 3d. post free,

DEMOCRAGY voon SOCIALISM. By Max Hissow,  Library (ros)
Editon, 55 6d. post free.

L2204 GEN?GREE@ OF WORK ANB WAGES. The History of English

Labour. By I K. Troworn Rocrry. Special offer at Sv.fmﬁnc v, most free,

_;-x..;;

FTOWARD THE LIGMT. Ly L. E.i. HerkuNs,  Posi free, :

THE STORY OF MY DIGTATORSHIP., A Digest of the Land
Question.  Cloth, iy, postfree.  Special Edition, pos

GERS FROM HERRY GECRGE. Sdected and  Aveanged by
A CoAVCHMUTY. 6. net.

HEMRY GEORGE ANED HiS GOSPEL. By Li.Col Ik C. PEbDER,
Paper covers, 64,5 Cloth, 1

FIELDS, FAGTORIES AND WORKSRHOPS. By Prines Krovorkiy,
New Edition.  Paper covers, 6d, 3 cloth, 15,

THE LAND AND THE SOMBMUNMITY. By the Revo 5 W,
Trackiray, M.A, Boards, isn post free

A GREAT IMEQUHTY. By Leo Toistoy. Green Cover. Post free, 540

PROPERTY BN BLAND (The Peer and the Prophel). Dure oF Arevin
and Hewky Grorce.  Price 34 net. Post free, 40,

THE LARD QUESTION. Uy Hewky Guorcs., Price 34 net. Postfree, 44,

THE RISE AND PROGRESS OF POVERTY 1IN ENMGLAND.
1066 to Modern Times. 340 net. Post bree, 4o,

Complete Set of the league's LEAFLETS and PARMPHLETS on the
Land Question,  Post |

e, 23,

FOR PARTICULANRS ARIUT THE LEAGUE ARND FTS WORK, BEE INLHIX,

EHGLISH LEAGUE FOR THE TAXATION OF LARD VALUES,

376 and 377, BYRAND, LONDON, W.O.
I




ENTERESTING LITERATURE FOR REFORMERS

our, and Socfal Reform Literature,
are sent post free in LKL Fetra

The following publications, with other Land, Ls
are kept in stock, For remittance with order th
pastage charged outside United Kingdons.

Progress and Foverty, Social Problems, Protoction or Free Trade,
Perpiexed Philosopher, uniform red cioth, each ss. 64, the set, with four soaree
pamphiets, zll by Henry George, 5. 6d.

English Rewvoluticn of Twentieth et py.- Desls with all medern social
guestions,  Fp. 488, bound, Paob. sz, for 5s. 0d.

Politicai Reorganisaticen, Fvolution of democrasy from Chartism e Socialism
—Ald. W. Sanders.  Cloth gils, rod

Morris’s Earthily Paradise ; Whitman's Bongs of Demooracy, ote, ; Shelley’s
Sangs of Liberty, sto. In one vol., 200 P0, 43d.7 three copims, o5,

Three interesting pamphlets on Socixlism and Wormen, by Mrs, Havelock Fllis
Moviciate for Marriage, Democracy in the Kilchen, Masses and
Slasses. Pub. 7d,; the set, 44,

Gock Strike of 1889, histerical sketeh, Tour poriraiis, Wanning, Burns, Tillety,
and Champlon, Pub. s, for 4d.

CBeautifuily Soloured Lithographs of P
35 i by £ in, 0 Morris, Whitman, Shelley, Lowell, ]
4., six for 1x, g4, or sot of twenty -t various foy 38

Becialict Portraits, 3 in by g in., for fra
Marris, Ed. Bellamy, |. Morcison Davidson, Leo ”
134, ; set of six, 4d.; lous sets, 18,

Photopraphs ' Land Reformers of 186 at Chinglord. roug of g3, including
many stil active — Hy, George, U, G 33 Clark, | K. 1 je, G N, nes, J. M. Davidson,
Rev. 5, ). Hesdlam, Dv. Watt, Mrs. Pankhurst, ete. Phete o} by 6, sunk mount, s, 74,
Henry George and group of 17 sthers at Roman W

e, chab, or s
w, Venayaon, ote.

ng: Y Clarion " editorial staff, Wi,
olsioy, and Do AL R, Wallace,  Each

a1, Hexharm, Easter, (889, 5. :d.

The Labsur Annual {18¢5—1goo) and The Reformery’ Year Book (1go1—
1008} form an interesting set of Reference Dooks on the Labour, Land,
and Scoialist movements throughout the world, They were Issned
by me, for fourtesn years, at the cost of mueh labour and with a heavy
monetary ioss.

I still ‘have some sets reserved for those who appreciate sseful records
of pioneering wark on advanced political lines m this country. Lvery
volume was original and distinct.  The 14 wvols. together contain between
z.000 and 4,000 pages of valuable special articles by experts, several
hundred portraits and bographies of men and women now making history,
Libliographies and directories, and a mass of useful material, historical
and statisiical, that should be of enduring interest to every radical re-
former.

1 shall be glad to send single copies of any of these volumes post-free
for 2s. bound, or 1s. paper. Sets of the eomplete series, 14 vols., will be
sent free in the United Kingdom for 20s. bound, or in designed paper
covers for 1os, Gd. For places ocutside the United Kingdom 15, extra
should be sent to cover additional postage.

The set would form a most interesting nuclens for o smail referenee
or lending library which every branch of a Labour, Land, Co-operative,
or Soecielist organisation should undoubtedly pessess. The et might
alse be strongly recommended for purchase by all existing Public, Lending,
Reference or Socieifes” Likbraries throughout the Kingdom.

Photo-bloeks of many of the illustrations, in the present issue and
the preceding 14 vols, are available for loaming fo responsible parties,
on terms o be obtaiped on application.

Communications should be addressed and remittances made payable to—

JOSEPH EDWARDS, 21, Palace Sguare, Norwood, London, 5.E




By JOSEPH EDWARDS

Founder and First Fditor of
“Ihe Labour Annzal” and © The Reformers’ Year Book™
Fditor of ©“ The Land Reformers Handbook ™

[Reprimied, by permssion, from  Land and Real Tarif Reform *
—the first issue of “The Land Reformers Handbook ]
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FOREWORDS.

‘ Ik EAR the window by which 1 write a great bull is tethered by & ring
in his mose, Grazing rovnd and round he has wound his rope
about the stake uniil now he stands g ¢ Pris . tantalised by rich
grass he cannot reach, unable even to {oss his head {o r f the flies
that cluster on his shoulders, Now and again b s vainly, and
then, after pitiful bellowings, relaps Ty
“This bull, & very type of massive strength, whe, hecanse he has not
wil encugh o 560 hew he might be free, suffers want in sight of plenty,
and is helplessly preyed upon by weaker ereatures, seems o me no undit
emblem of the working masses.

“ Inaltlands, men whose toil ¢ th pinched with
poverty, and, while advancing ¢i ion opens wider vistas and awakens
new desires, ave held down fo Brutish lovels by animal neede. Bitter]
comsGions of injustice, fecling in their inmost souls that they were mad
for more than so navrow z life, they, oo, spasmadically struggle and ery
cut.  Bul until they trase effect fo cause, uniil they see how they are
fettered and how they may be freed, their sivuggles and outeries are as
vain as those of the bull, Nay, the svainer.  § shall go out and drive
the bull in the way that will uniwist bis rope.  3ut whe shall drive men
into freedom P Till they use ihie resssn with which they have been gifted,
nothing ean avail. For them thers is no speeial providenee.

» Under all forms of Government the ultimate power liss with the masses,
It 38 not kings, nor dristocracies, nor landewness, nor capitalists, ithat
anywhere really enslave the people. I is their own ignorance.” (The
opening words of fhe Introdusiory Chapter of Henry George's Prolection or
Free Trade,Y

FeTareed By Mo oedd,
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A PEOPLE ROBBED AN
A BRIEF HISTORICAL OUTLINE OF THE
RISE OF LANDHOLDING IN ENGLAND
HE source and growth of Inglish Land usages is a subject, even to
the earpest student of social conditions, intricate and uninviting in
the extreme. Tt is ane which usually requires years of special study, and
even the legal fraternity, as a © fight shy of the tortucys development
of English Landhobding, wen, of conrse, haveany intimate Enow-
ledgg,of its dithe nel complex history,  The mere autline which follows
is an attempt to patch together from many ancient sowrces the main
fnets of a story as to which nong other can possibly be so pnportant to
the liber wing Englishman of to-day. For npon our day and generation
i laid £he great burden first of knowing how mankind has becone snslaved
through the alienation of its birthright in the earth, and, next, of seeing
and applying the simple and antwral method of regaining freedom.

With further fime and opportunity it hoped, m later issues, and
with the kindly help of many readers, 10 remdier thiz nagrative more read-
abie and continuons, and probably ro minuiely accurate.  Help and
suggestions will be gladly welcoms nwhile imdulgence i craved
for all shortcomings.

Alike in Saxon and in Norman England oll hoiders of land were hound
to render service to the State, Principles of seli-go mewt were in-
culcated carly in the Anglo-Saxon times,  Alfred was © Great "’ inasmuch
as he not only drove out the maranding Tranes, who had sacked London
and Canterbury so long before as A.D. 881, but had established a system
of local government and public service of which we have aot even yet
achieved the equal.  Shires, handreds, wapentakes, tithings were marked
out ; and shire motes, burgh motes and wi stablished.
Public defence and the admini tionn of R were essential parts of
every man's duty. The of land tenwre were fixed long
hefore the Norman feudal  the Congueror. e in reality
imposed on the naifion a regal antocracy in place of the ancient forms of
Saxon local government.  The W tenagemole was revE 2 by a disgusted
people fwo centuries later uader the pew name of Parliament, but we
are only now returuing to the old powers of local government ak repre-
sented by Municipal conncils,

William L 1t early beoame o fundam 2l lunds
were held mediately or lmmed 3 ration of
cortain services to be rendered and of certain paymén ts 1o be made by the
tenants. In the feudal system all was shaped after +h ne model @
the lord's obligation to perform s for the king being followed by
a similar requirement of the lovd from hig tenants Lo periorm SeTVICES
or make paymients for lands held. Curionsly
or military tenants voled the abolition of il : LI
from themse o the king, they quite forgot to vemii the services and
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payments due to them from theiv own sub-tenants.  Nor has this umegal
treatment yet been adjusted. On the contrary the injustice has heen
much further increased, for, in addition to paying rents in leu of services
to the over-dord, the sub-fenants ever since have had to bear the bulk
of the burdens, gradually piled wp to near breaking-point, of all the in-
divect texation of Hxcise and Customs, mvented to replace the ancient
charges on Land, is order to meet the immensely inereased national
expenditure.  Tho result of this uiterty unjust transfer of public bBurdens
has beem to relieve almost entirely the raling and land-holding classes
from comtributing towards the nece v expenses of the state and fo
enable them to divert ints their own private purses the equitable rent-
charge lepitimately due from land users towards +he public revanwnes.
All of which bas been done so quietly and expertty that the majority of
people do not yet even swspect what has gone wroeng with them |

Non-performance of fendal services or duties was in itself a forfeiture
of the fend.  The gverlord, having the tenant thus completely in his
power, could make the composition in ties of service as large and OPpTES-
sive as he pleasad. .

Terra Keges, the ancient demesses of the Crown, were uzed for pro-
visioning the Hing’s household, and their tenants had special privileges,
Some of these still remain, long after the duties attaching have fallen
mto disuse or been forgotien.

Justices” justice and jndge-made law alao tose into dominance and
gradually almest nallified the more demosratic assemblies,
ter the Congusst, 1068, William allowed the Norman, Clergy to attend
law courts of their own and to hold land free of fendal obligations, thus
establishing {he dual authority of King's law and Common law which
has been the source of so much discord. In 1071, Hereward the Wake,
last of the English, was defeated at Ely, the Norman comqguest completed,
and the Nomman feudal system introduced.

1081-8  First general survey of England, mcluding extent, propristors,
fenures, values, how cultivated, number of tenants, cotfagers and siaves,
This monumental task, called Domesday Book, is still extant. Allegiance
for lands granted sworn at great Witepagemote at Salishery, atfended
by So000 men.  With privileges the Fendal system  imposed duties.
Some portions of land bore the entire burden of Siate expenses, others
those of the Army, the Church, and the poor. A large proportion, the
commons, was free to the peopl

¥From Demesday Book it appears the Crown acquired the entire property
of ¥.422 manors, to which should be added, as showing the extent of the
national property, 68 roval forests, 1 3 chases, and 781 parks, situated in
different marts of the country. Fleta says 1 Ancient manors or rights
ammesed to the erown it is walawfel for the king to alicnate, and every
king #s bound to resume the slienated property of his crown (hk, ¥
ch. B par. 1) And

el

=

ain: C Nor will prescoiption of length of time
avail the wromglul t 1 of this properiy : for length of time enly
this case aggravates rather than 1 s the injury ; since 1 ought to be
clear to all that such things by the faw of nature and nations belopg only
to the crown 7 (k. 3, ¢h. 6, par, 3}

] Is acquired by escheat or {orfeiture were treated differently :
these the king might alienate, and time ran against the king in regard to
them a rinst any other person,

'y 3 resumed crown fands granted by Stephen, and by his own
v, Matilda,
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Spcoscding kongs however inmbled up their bacland (private estate]
and the folclands, with the resuft that the national property has now
been almost ontirely pranted awny t private people. As Blackstone
abserves {Comzu I, 307} an attempt to stop this alienation was made
too late, and after almost every valuable possession of the Crown had been
granted away. cither on very jong leas

or for ever. ‘I every gentle-
mhan in the kingdom was to he stripped of such of his lands as were formerly
the property of the Crown : was to be again subject to the inconyveniences
of purveyance and pre-emption, the oppression of forest laws, and the
slavery of fendal tenures; and was to resign into the king’s hands ail
his royab framchises of walfs, wrecks, estrays, treasure-frove, mines, deo-
dands, forfeitures and the like; he wonld fnd himself a greater loser
than hy paying his guotn to guch taxes as are necessary to the suppost
of gevcxnmcnt.” 2j all taxpayers wore possessed of crown lands, as
deseribed, nothing conld be more just than that each should pay his
chare of the COMIMON eXpenses of government. 1t

During the first two centuriss after the Novman Conguest the revenae
of the country was mamly derived from crown lands, fendal tenures and
commutations for miltary STV simges), until the crown lands were
wasted by the wealkness and extravagance of Heary 3. TLand taxes
were occasionatly levied by authority of the Crown. Tl 11668 there was
no tax levied on commodities or personal effects.  In that year an ™ affer-
ing  of 6d. in the pound Was T od 1o assist the Christians in the LEast.
In 1188 a tax of one-tenth was imposed either on the personal effects of
all not engaged n the on sade age

st Satadin, or on the entire property,
veal and personal, of the clergy, being non-combatants, and conseguently
called the Saiadin Hike. Tenths and fiftesnths were afterwards occasionally
granted, asses 4 on a very low valuation on personal chattels.

1968 The appearancs of a popular assembly—the Howse of Commons
—quickly pmited, in opposition ko it, the King, the ords, amnd the Chwreh.
Phe Crown ofice of Lord fhancelior gradually rose into importance.
Being usually z high Chureh dignitary his predilections were strongly
coclesiastical.  Among other things he had charge of the great scal, the
Ring's CORSCIENGS and the public accounts and records, amd presided
aver the Lords as king's deputy. The Chancery, with anchecked power,
polluted justice, became & political hursancracy, received bribes and
helped both the Crown and Lords to evade their responsibilities to the
nation, Many and fortuous dovices were ased to treat public Jands as
private property.

1297 Fnacted that the King should take no aide or tasks oxeept by
the common assent of the realm. Hlackstone says seatage could not
be levied but by consent of Parlinment ; sewiages Being indeed the ground-
work of all $uccoeeting subsidies, and the tand-tax of later times.”"
Edward 1., to increase his revenus, tesoried to varions illegal exactions
o the Jews and the Church, and to the imposition of customs duties. He
also obtained from Prarliament a grant of The customs on export of wool
and hides. Thess costoms duties were abolished as unconstitutional
i 1319,

Hesides sculage, seven incidents oF COTRSCUEnces were inseparably
attached to the femure of Enight service : (1} Aids, to ransoml the lord, to
knight his eldest son and dower his eldest daunghter. (2) Belief, & fine
when fends became hereditary, fisced at about 25 per cent of annual value
of lands held. (3} Frimer Seisin (applicable only to king's tenants), the

king’s right to 2 yerr's of hialf year's pronts on ihe passing of an estate
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by death, (43 Wardship, the over-lord’s custody of body and lands of
heirs, i maie 1l 21, it female £l 16, he inguisitio post morten: ¥ was
an enqgeivy, instituted an the death of ov landholder, as to the valun
of his estate, ity temare, and his ri htful helbr. so as to qoe Ttain the extent
of the Crown's brerogatives (ses cernmrs. S jursitiones),  In
place of this anisition and fine, which fell entirely on Inndholde was
substituted Iater the maordern Furcige taxation, the oppressive meide oo of
which falls ehic by on non-landholders, (2) Maritagiam, the disposing
female wards in MunTIage, and frequenily the forfeiture of the estates
of such wards, often of 3 unense valoe,  Thus Mandevills paid Henry
26,000 marks, estimated Ly flume as sqail to nearly A40C,000 of Gy
money, that he might have to wife Isabell of Gloncester. with all her lands
#od knights' fees.  (6) Fipes for Afienation, payments for the license and
consent of the lord to sall 5, and (7) Escheat, by lack of heirs, or by treason
or felony ; the reversion of lands to the lord or {o the Crown ; forfeitures
depending on aucient Saxon Law. Fscheators we appointed who so
abtsed their powers that thefr very name has crystallised inte onr maodern
“ cheat.”

Such were the striet conditions oo which fendal tenires were held, ana
they were suificiently wcertain, oppressive and fable to abuse to make
it very desirable for tenants {o exchange them on opportunity for others
lzss objectionabic. Lord Coke i his T mstitutes (v, 4, PE. 202-3) describes
in fall how, in 1620, King James expressed his willingness to substitute
his fendal rights for ap amnual rent-charge of £200,000, & suin ednal to
nearly half the country's entire revenue at thai time,

Whereat « amongst certain old Parliament men /' thirteen considerations
were scheduled ag o the mecidence and benefits of such substitution and
are dalyv set ont by Coke.  “ Which motion and sonsiderations, though
ot carvied, we thought goed to rem ember, hoping that so good a maotion,
tending to the honour and profit of the King and his Crows for ever, and
the freedom and the guiet of his subjects and their posterities, will sgme
Hme or other (by the Grace of Gody by authority of Parliament one Way
or other take effect ang be established.’

The eppressive fncidence of the feudal tenpres is forcibily described Ly
Sir Thomas Smith, one of the priveipal secrataries of state to Edward 4
and Blizabeti.  1n the sth chap. of 3rd book of his Coraim
writes :  When i} father is dead, who hath the natural care of his
child, not the mother, nor the uncle, nor the next of kin, who for all
Teason would have most natura tare for the hringing up of the infant
and minor, but the lord of whaom he holdeth his land iy, the knight-serviee
be it the King or Cueen, Duke, M

nis, or any ather, hath the government

of his body and Marviage, or else who that bow ght him at the secand,
or third hand. The Prince, as having so many, must needs o or sefl

his wards away o other, and so he doth.  Other do but scek which way
they may make most advant of him, as of an ox or ather beast.  These
all {say they) have no natars, care of the infant, but of their OWI gain,
and especially {he buver will not suffer hie ward to fake any great JHins,
either in study, or in any other hards Iest he should be si and die,
before he hatl magried hiz daugh er, or eousin, for whose sake
he honght him, ang then all Wiy mens which he paid for him should be
lost, S0 he whe had @ father which kant g good house, and had all things
mogood order ta rutain it, shall come o his owo, after he js out of
wardship, woods deeae . houses fallen down, stock wasted and gone,
iands let im th, and piotghed to be barresn, and, to make amends, shall
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pay yet one yeal's Tent, for velict, and sne ouster I madne, besides other
charges, =0 that not of many years, ! nd peradventurs never, he shall be
able to recaver selaie wheve his father left 1"

Justice Blaekstons’s summing wp of the matte sise worth repro-
ducing.  In swpport of the fuct that the wmoeunt received by the lord
wonld he s entirely inadequate mensere of the total amoant paid or
lost by the tenant he say i to which they were
linbie i defect of personal attendance, which, however, ware asse sl by
themselves in parliament, they taht he called wpon by the king or lord
paramount for aids, whenever his eldest son was o be kuighted, or his
eldest danghter ma pot to forget the ramsom of his own person.
The heir, on the death of his ancestor, if of full age, was plundered of the
Aret emoluiments arising from his inheritance, by way of relief and primer
seisin; and if under age of the whote of his estate duving infancy.  And
then . . . to make amends he was yet topay . .. the 1 o value of his
arrizge, if be refused such wile his dord and guardian had bartered
for, and imposed apon him, of Twice that valus if he married another
womap.  Add to this the antime spensive hononr of kx ithood,
to male his poverty more completely splendid. And when, by these
deductions, his fortune was s0 shattercd and rained, that perbaps he was
obliged to selt his patrimony, he had not even that poor privilege allowed
i, without paying an exorbitant fine for & license of alienation.”

1468 Edward 4, following the example of Fenry 2, reswmes much

grown land, as a method of increasing revenues, by escheats, forfeitures

of government from this

and other reswmptions.  The ordinary expen
duties on the import of wine

time on were also confributed to by custom
and other goods, and on the o port of cuiteral produce. Extra-
ovdinary expenses upiil the Re ellion, 140, were met by tenths and
fifteenths on properfy and by subsidies on fands.

1495 A peasant could provision his family for a
ordinary work, an artisan in 10 weeks.” {Thoreld Rog
isth century was the Gelden Age of English labour. W
siderably, while food was extraordinanly low,  Wheat w

renr by 15 wocks
y The end of the

as 144. @ bushel,

eggy 25 To 40 & penny, beer 1d. & cot 3dl @ pound, and pigs only
q4d. each,  Tlousing waj poor. bt ihe peopls were independent and free.

i

1510  Landholders, to sepply wool, had been enelesing lands for sheep
runs, and had goi vid of unwe by seizing their lands. In 1517
o Compyssion reports wholesale depepulation, wasto bouses and departed
hes falling mte raiz, and villages breaking up by reason
pread of sheep farming. Parlinment provides under heavy penai-
that no person was to kesp more than z, heep.  Th an the
alienation of the people from the Tned. Iniquitons methods wes s resorted
ta for driving the peopls off th ] s were got rid of by foree
or {ragd, ov, after vep shed wro =3 into parting with their
property at ruinous prices. 5o, ng where to go, the poov
Fehes wandersd homeless around, o t or steal, often to be thrown
into prison as vagabonds. Bro1adg Parli ated against these
increasing evils, enacting that = o3 of land slionid go with each farm-
house and that the owner ke on penalties were
fmposed on all who 7 convert titlage mto ¢ r, where formerly
2o0 persons lved by their lawinl labonr, now ond 1 herdsmen were
employed.

1580 To pay for ihe curreney was debassd by
redncing the worth of silver in & shil by degrees from elevenpence to

*
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threspence,  Goods naturally went ap in price when paid for in tleis
debased coinage, goads formerly costing 1od. now ting sod. Wages
too went up, but onl Y by 50%, s that there was a req uotion in reat Wages
of 5ot Bishop Latimer tells how during bis time rents, iovmerly /3
Ot {4 a vear, had gone np to Sré-ean increase of 400, in & generation |
The tenants are uable thereafter < to g anything for the King, nor
for their own children, nor even to gi

a cup of drink 1o the poor.”  Thys
were our yeomanty reduced 1o slavery,

15836 Crown {Henry 8} resumes possession of smaller nionasteries
and their fands, 3 years later of the larger mon S, and again 1o years
later of the Guild Japds, Tostead however of being retained and their
revenues used for expenses of Govement, they were granted to parasiteg
who proved much more rapacious than the previous holders.  The results
were that small helders gradnally disappeared, wage service hecame
common ;  prices went up and wages went down ) severe laws cnacted
against hegging and destitut ] eries robbed the

. The closing of monas
poar of their only friends, and the arn v of landless Tusty beggars wandered
up and down, begping or stealing their daily food.  fu the confises ion

Rl
of Guild lands (Edward 0) the London Ciy Guilds proved strong enough
to protect their own ixzt&restsﬁ-]a}fillg the fowndation of {heir present
opulence. Even the ecommon Londoners at this time prevented the
enclosure of their playing-fields Ly entting down the hedee and filling in
the ditches whenever attempis were made to make # n private,

1548 With the deprecizted cwrreney food and all other woods Tapidly
Tose i price.  That is, the purchasing power of meney had gone dewn
to Guly one-third of what it Was previously. O Within these 30 vears
I could buy the hest pig oF goose that 1 conld lay my hand on at 4th., which
now costeth 1z

Take of Somerset, Protector of young Edward &, Pitied peasantry,
80 shamefully despoiled, and demarded by proclamation ** that they who
had enclosed any lands, accustomed to Le open, should arder penaity
before a day as igned loy them oper agam.”  He also appaintod a Con-
mission ta nguire inte the guestions o soayed towns ; farmvhouges
despoiled through enclosures : exeessive fines and raising  of rents
tiflage turned iuto pasture, cte,  Bul the landholders (despoilers) wera
too much even for him. MHe was mdicted and exeeuted for defending
the poor.  Bills introduced inio Parliameont to curtail the vower of Jand-
holders weres, naturally, rejected, As John Hades said, * ihe sheep were
entrusted to the care of the wolf,"”

All these expropristed labonrers and families were dealt with
very harshly, as though they themselves wore responsible for their own
oppression.  Here are some of the brovions of the Aet against idleness
and vagahomdry, passed under a Protestant King, 360 vears ago: < If
any man or woman, abls fo work, shall refuse to labour and shall live
idly for 3 days, he or she shall be branded with a red-hot iron on the breast
with the letter ¥, and be adjudged {for 2 vears the sla of any person
who shall inform against such jdler,”  Wadters empowered to feed
their slaves on bread and waz i, te beat and chain th
or hi ;
move knowledge or betper surety of kee them.
was 1o be branded on the choek, and become a slave for
astape he *was to saffer pains of deatl as othe wight 1o dp,”

1532 Ordinary historians dencunce our old fr lom-loving connd
who revolted against the #NJUst tyrapnies of the fandholders as L
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and sconndrels. Vel even in those days many s recogiised the indgui-
tous nature of these Oppr osioms, and pleadsd in high places the canse of
the pPooOL. Bernard Gilpin preaching pefors Edward 6, aaid of the
envions large landholders 1 = 5ach bolds Lave the covetous cormorants
that now their Tobl eries, extortion and opien oppressien, have no omd oU
iiits, Mo banks can Kecp i their violence, A9 I turping poOT e
ot of their holdings fhey take 1 for no of | bat say thew tandd ia their
o, and they turn them out of their shrouds like i Thov 15
England. through such, BOW ey from door to dour, ich once ke

heniest houses.”” In similar straln was the official * Pra Howds
which all may read in Tdward ¢'s Private Praverbook |

4560 Elizabeth encouraged the fter use of land and the emplovment
of more labourers. sast 4 aores O 7 o e assigned to
every cottage budlt, in the penalty of @ & fine of 40s. per month the cotiage
is so continued.” There were at this time gangs of broken men *’ and
« sturdy beggars " polding whole tracts of country in ferror. Repression
andd wholes: sacre of these dispos sed tenants how iti
tessly on. fhe capturs and 1 g of 5o of these ouic
was 2 spork mdulged in by the gentry.''  They @ven complaimed Bitterhy
to the Government of the needless delay in waiting tili the Assizes before
they counld enjoy secing 3¢ others hanging peside them !

1563 Better methods of agricultwre wore being introduced, needing
smare men and greatly increasing the yietd. Eaglish comimerce, seafaring,
and fishing absorbed maiy oihers divorced from the land. Tromestic
manufactures, 45 handl-spinaing, weaving, fulling, toeine, iron and coal
mining, eartherrvare making and many others, were noew heing commensed
and empioyel more and more labowrers. Industry was reguiated, methods
of work and amonnt of charges wert arranged. tasnts of Appreniiees
{1363}, which was only repealed i 1833, made labowt compalsory, fxed
WAL, required an appra'ﬂ.ticcship of 7 years to any trade, Hxed working
hours 4§ 12 in Summoer and all daylight in winter, and fixed engagements
by the vear, with 6 months' notice of chiange it cither stle.

1580 Proclamation ags inst building new honses withir 3 iales
any of the gates of London City and against letting oF setting any moOre
families than one ouly to be placed in any one honse.”  Bven in those
days miserabte accommodation and overcrowding dogged the fontsteps
of the disinherited. Tvicted from the conutry © great Tultitndes of the
people erowded to the towns, making shuns anturally,  London had at
{his time 160,000 iphabitants. 1 1505 there were 4,132 7 poor honse-
holders ' in London, pmbably 4,132 famailies of poor.

1658 Dty of8d. charged on every gallon of tea made for sale.  For Gt
yrs. after the Conguest a free import trade was andoubtediy the con-
Stitntional policy of England. Customs duties weis then imposed an
have singe formed 2 comstantly increasing SQuUIce of revenue. In the
77tl century the annual average receipls rose Ie pidly from £i70,000 10
over a million, and s had risen to £1,685,376 inIysg. AR 170 £3,777.15%
was rased ; in 1708 £10,342,757 5 i iRz £14,548,729 and in 1848
£30,485,217. The Customs revenue for 1908 was £32 AG0,000,

Txcse,  No excise duties were levied i Fngland aptil 1040 They
were frst levied on ligguars only, trat afterwards on other article I was
sotemnly declared that, after the Civil War, all excise duties
abolished,  Dmring the Commonwealth all such were declared
te bhe uncons iutional, but af the Kestoration yiglded f£300,000 in
pyo0 the Lwine yicflﬁf-zd aver o milbion in 1730 7 millions ;i THES

).
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1{30,107,084; while 1he yield iy TGOS was L5, 760, 000 (I Hstate

duties nnd staamps),

The proportion of the notional gy i which the Jand hos borne st
various stages during the PAast 1,000 vears Torms g we Y #iriking Comimentayy
of togislatiog by Iand - Might UD o the tine of utting off King
Charles [, head in gy nd contribyien much the greater part of the
taxes imponed, When the Tendal tenyy e abolished thy DeTCentage
dropped {o 3t;the sver B of Goorgn [ : FZ0 I wwas rg 9.
1708 it hag farther dropped to 6 or e toeday it 4y o

The totay revenns, which Trevion: than o million, in.
Creased to nearly 6 milliony 1t 1700 3010 7 millions
m 18yg {the #ime of the French way aind so ;1b:zom7:z1?y high) : Tand a¢ the
Present frimge (15 i) AMOUNis o £137,3 7,044,

Crown property wag mearly all granted WAy or leaged te those gon-
Bected with fhe EUVErnment sheorfler after ihe Hevolytion {1680} on fhe
pretesnce of renge, g the Crown dependent an 1o imment, These leases
W Tenewed on g v nominal fin o under proper anagemoent
they would have ] a4 eonside S S0 that ihe Crown
broperty has copsr buted VETY insuilicie ¥ o pablic EXpeises, af Present
a little over yaie & miflion .

1856 The asessments fop hational expensay WETE raised monthiy,
ELCOrding 15 the cyiwere: he duy, ang varied frong £35,000 to £1G0,006
Per month, the Proy on payable by England being »o Per cent., Irelang
I8 per o and Scotland ;. . From g SONY of the enactment
{ ved by Seolbel 510 be noted thyt the revenye Tequired
on the Govermment WAS raised LY a pound rate on hoth
personal PEODEIty or < gn g lands tenements, herg taments,
annuities rents, prefi parks, wy 8, gong Is, stocic Farm), ma
chang es, uffices, g Cther real or persg state wnatsoewsr, according
to the wvalye therag that is +o 4 ¥, 80 much wpop EYOYY 205 vent op
yvearly valpe of land, apd req estate, and sq much npon money, stock,
and other Personal estate, by an equal rate, whe 25131 EVEry fan ip money,
stock, or gther Personal esiate chaig bear the tije charge sy span be faid
On every ang, Yearly rent, or e Iy walye of fand, ay wij Faise the monthly
SUTN Or Siang charged on the Spective Connties, citjes, towns, and Places
aforesaid, The BVerage amount thus raised during 1g ¥ears of the
C,'on.nnoﬁwea.ﬁ_h. Was 4,385,850 FHOTIODS amonnt A5 money went
then.  Falf of ihis wag contributed iy VErious formg by land.

1680 On the Hestoration it is clear from el evidence that Parliament
Intended g Te-establish ag Quickly ag Possible all the fendal incidents
tonnected with the ORALChY.  But g vy Strong moveme
the naticnal burdens from Ehe Land hud . 1y Do,
dwring the Conveniion Patliament, the duestion
supply the gre L needs of the COURENY, and in view of the partial ; bolition
of the fondy duties, gan exeise doty of 1o i per barrej o0 beer ang g
Proportionate sum oy ather Figu, e sold in the kingdom sheni
be levied, o whether o Tight and Proper equivalent for the fevdal sep s,
in the form of a4n annng! rent-charge on tands 1y WG o fived Proportion
1o the trye yearly valse 1 aof, and li; SN Hitges of WAr oF
stress, shouig Lo levied, The = Was exbinuted, with profits of
wine lican, ta produce from L0050 G (100, 000 PCE year.  As home.
brewed ale to be SEenpE ald tonch carcely one of
those wha ey This gn ion, ser vita)

hetﬁer, fo

his

asked to vote ) 5
Lo the fniye, well-being i the kingdom, s wWarmly




debated,  On November 13, 161 svs moved to raise money
by & land-tax ; on the if)th Y (zf.}!:.fs spoke strongly a wgainst the Hxcise
saving tha‘r i was the land that shonld pay and not poor people by w
of Hyek O the k, on the & taxation hy Exeise * one
half to lm ttled Loz the King's 1ife and the other half for ever on the
Crown,'" it was urged that ‘ro mnks awwy man who earns his bread by
the sweat of brow pay excise wm;]d B 0 excase the Court of Wards,
amd wonld constitute a nce on all than the Court of Wards
was 1o a fow.,  Other that i 16 not right to make
all householder: ihe nobility (f.e. the poor have
still o pay rent and the nich 1o G"%("?p(?] o that an everlasting exclse wos
uinjust, if lands he ; that there wonld be some
strange commaotior mmaon. peaple about it that an atry mast
be kcpt up to support its imp sogl ;oand that the rebeilion in N:}‘lm
camne from impositions awd e eic,, etc. On ihe quesiion being
called the Fouse divided, 151 voiing in favour of the imposition of Excise
duties and 148 against. Thus arity w5 2 was the entive
future histary {;i the Lm;m)m oh : bound in shackles and
in miseries, @ .

It was then re;kulvei “That the me e
perry, and stropg waters, at the rat
tha King's majesty, his heirs and succ
action for alf teanres fn capite, and by k
of Wards and lveries ; and ;1? : AccE mm{ and in full
satisfaction of all purveyance,”  So the Act was passed (12 ¢ Sar. E, C24),
with soms ioophul 25 however which conferred further benefits on the large
landholders, Those who held land of lovds of manors were still held
lizsble to them in services or rent, even though their superiors had been
relieved from such services to the over-lovd, the Fing.

Though the proportion of i merly h]img on land was
comsiderable, tne is i o viclded c.{m:’aid,era,bly mare-—abont
£2094,050 at f ively increased ever since,
whﬁc he revenue from ».a.m_i. sz—. hm ¥ stationary.

Phis Act completely altered the fundamental Congtitation of the kingdom.
}’ie\tmualy the Goversment was a fﬂﬁéal monsrehy, the public expenses,
both in peace and war, being defrayed by the vario feudatories, any
deficiency being p1cnn!cd out of ﬂm pun sroperty vested In the King
for the tmne bem@ and by taxes and subsidics on land and personal
property pranted by Prarlias

But the Act gave the feud
correctly word i, from ¢ ihe
tenure.  While discharging
and created the mora
fiens. Such an anomaly 18 a
frand,

Charles 3. Ordinary rev
monthly as Mm:..nts fx by
assessments on property, borne
ships and snnport troops in fimes
the landholders thus de
most desirous of ending &Y
whercas, in subscquent reigns, when 'ihf‘
the general revenues, these same 'mclhuldc*n w
wars of long duaration, [Mor is this danger yet p

. ale, cyder,
setiled on
n;;en«c and satis-
e and of the Court

te discharge, as lawyers
and incidents® of their
t confivmed their vights,
of tighis without obliga-
sl absardity, and 2 moral

ar, equal to the 12
There were, i addition,
By l(-i.mlhelmam, i build
: rernavked that when
hoy woere always
(]%Ill s })L‘x\‘w}b]b :
WETE {le£1 aved ont of
zealons mp‘gcsrfeys of
Very watchial eves

the Commonws d!fh
almest ent
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must be kept in the immediate future on the landholding and dependent
classes and their supporters in the press lest tf 2y again arcuse the latent
3 spirit of the lan and igrorant masses o @ mad clamour for war
mp again the rising desive for permanent radiesl Jand and
It must be made very clear, therefore, that, to meet the
of any futnre strugeles which may be precipitated, the
ent principles of taxation showld bhe reverted to, and every penny of
irect and indirect costs bo charged on landholders.]  Subsidies had
become so nnproductive that they were discontinned, the last being levied
in 1673
Compluints now arise as to sxesssive taxation. It was hoped that af the
Revolution of 1680 times would he easisr.  The obnowdious hearth-money
dnty wis abolished. An » ment of 15 in the pownd on the il trge
yearly valae of all persor ate, on all lands and holdings and on offices
and employments (ariny and navy excepted) was imposed,  The sxact

wording of the Statote [ W. & M ¢, 26} may be worth remembe &,
The assessment of 15, in the vound on nanors, messuages, lands, tene s,

¥ ditamen cte,, was to be made on what the premises are now worth,

: the sama were fruly and bond fide leased ov demised, af a
vack-rent, and according to the full frus vearly value thereof, without any
respect had to the preseit rents reserved for the same, 1 such rents have
been reserved wpon such e or estates madde, for which any fine or
incame hath been paid or secared, and without any respeet had to any
farmer ' a4 tix-\,n-:upm'z imposed,” Also, as to methe . the
Commissioners appointed to enforce the Act were directed to appoint at
in cach parish of the rates and duties imposed.  The
CSRONS : tructed = 4o ascertain and inform theq Ives, by all
Iawinul w and means they could, of the frae ane tull rate and valuation
of the true vearly rents and prafits of all manors, messuages, lands, tene-
ments, a5 alse sl quardes, mines of coal, tin or lead, &l fron works and
salt wo aliom mines or works, parks, chases, warrens, woods, under-
woods and conpices, fishings, tithes, tolis, and other hereditaments, of what
nature or kind soever, sifuate. lying and being, happening and aris ng
within the limits of those Places with which they shouldd be charged ; and
being thereof so ascertained, they were to a s all and every the said
manors "oele, af 15 in the pound on the yearly value, © as the same were
ket for, or were worth to be ot for, at the time of the assessing {hereof as
aforesaid.”

168980 For this year thrce separate aids, respectively of 15, 25, and

Ls. wers granted in the same terms as above quoted,  This amcunted to
45. i the ponnd on the annual value of real properiy.  Personal property
texcept debis, stock on fand—now exempted for first time by cxertions
of landed interes 1 wold goeds) was placed on the same footing,
Fagal infevest w oper pound on £6 cguals ags.,
the amonnt of the T fsae valne of personal pro-

it thus produced was {2,018, 704,

granted on sante terms i esch YERE, amounting to
reduction is caunsed by the mamipulation of the
v lustholders wha sndenvoured to ke and finally sue
U smomnt eaised o real ondaic A Bxed g fostesn
feated dn b wording of the Aot quoted, s growin
3 ozl wals
T We thus o how the landholders
from their feudal oldigatio

party. Tl
1GEG1-5
Scr,
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tion to the natlonal oXpenses 5% the entirely inadequate amonnt forced
out of them as Payrme ot in commutation of fendal dues.

. i887 A poll tax B i

degree, age, §eX ar condition soever
other taxes on personal catate.

Fixed sum of [1,484.005 T8 (1id, voted and ord y Parliament
to be raised n precisely the samé manuer.  Land seaped 188 rightinl
share of taxes, BU frosh valuation being taken. So from 1697 enwards
for 102 years, 1o 1788, no increase wWas made in the amount levied, though
saturally the land and property yaines had enormonsly tncreased in the
interval, In 1708 the amount then levied was made ~ perpetual 7! and
renl estaie onwards for many 5 was only assessed for £1 597,765 91
this sum, SIRCC 1703, Geotland’s quota has heet 448,000, Thoungh called
a Land Tax it was really & general propesty tax, a special iRCome tax,
and the residus of the anount a tax on real pstate,  Gradually personil
properly was allowed to escape ass Lssment, partly because of the great
Mifficalties in locating and valuing persomnal helongings, and receipts
Awindled down to bebween £5.000 and £6,000 till in 1833 personal o8 1t
were altogather exempted.

Tn 1836 a select Commities o0 Agriculturat THstress made SOMe instrac-
tive enquiries a8 o the regulations and practice, which widely differed,
concerning assessments of personally. Examination and comparison of
statutos show stearly thuat the original tax, miscalled land-tax, was levied
in an Hiegal manner | and its perpetvation, heing hased o1 such: erronecus
construction, even O #his ground alone, apart from pther nrgent reasons,
requizes imm ediate vevision.  The levying of the fax wonld probably hetter
be described as inequitable and anoonstitutional. There still exists
therefore a constito onal right toa reopening of the whole question, and
the setting npon a just and eguitable basis the whole fabric of both national
and locad taxation througiont the kingdon.

7710 Endepvours mads, bl passing Commens, o value jands and
grants made by Crown since 13 Feb. 1683, with view T respmption,
to meet public nesds.  Rejected by Lords,  Resolotion of Commons o
tax Crown grants since & Feb, 1634 45 in £ owas evaded— the leading
men m both Flouses, Says Sinclair ([ History of Revenue”), being
too deeply jrterested in grants of that natars to suffer guch a bill to pass
into a law,’ Enelosurs pots legalised {by = landhoiders’ Parliament}.
While previmzss enclosures of commaon lands, millions of acres in extent,
had been made by the strong hand of might, the ‘legal > eneclosure of the
remaiting  COMmons was facititated and hastened. Acks were easily
obtained from a land-cwiing Sarlipment,  1m T80, {0 make the procoss
ensier still, o general Aot was passed. ¥ hin 138 yoars, 1710-1867,
7,660,430 aLres or nearly mne-third of the suliivated area was also en-
ciosed © in 118 yre. 1,385 separaie Encissurs Aols were passed. In some
instances lahourers Wor compensated by & few acres. the vast majority
snifered heavily ; now oven the tyadition of free land has almost died
out.

Ancient law beld that landiolde
nrotested thely tennia and g
adulent deblor, howe

; perpetual ©
Jurisprudens I 1 the fraudulent
To take to fheir oW Use debs dus to the 0
every yoar debt to the apdiords. ™

< of what estate,
st relief, and

&s

. ware anpually in debt 10 the ntion
o value to the Yand. By the device

andhotders svaded thetr ST
thes conrts of Chanoery and Eaguity
rice, and snabled Landiords
, and sven to put the pation
sse the system of taxation of
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which stif]

COMModities
angs like
When one oSl
isl villy

(:ifij
551

Piling up of that visi g
rownegd by of prosent R
desolation of 1 - OtHsh ang
SRR and death-de ling sy roundings of
P2 rleservag Pemiey of af] why work
try i ger wWork, amd they Errns to (le mis:q>pr<spa’j:|ﬁi:cfl
aml the Dyxyriogs SUIrGunidings of $he idle, seifish and

Ses, 1 is pot SUTERISing that danbis ol

the koof these vast it

Comoeived, uy < d, in g errifing HE G o
for which e Connon law s 1 O mean and base,” T4 is
of gregy landed famiisg o speak asif they derived their |
from +he valonr of their ancestnrs g ywiights
SEPROTE thie pretonee PoThe etial honse, ma men, the
patrols of fetainers o aford gogd copy for an ignorant g debased
generation,  The golden calf gut up for ounr worship ang ¢ spectiul ad-
miration mgst be ground to Plece British Landlordism wyy not set up
by the valopr of brave War e fe ible, bhut ity LYPANRY i nat
0 terrible aq that of The British ﬂ%rxstoers,ey-—ﬁ
Teferred to opee Iy L organised h}fp()(ﬂ.‘ir‘.j.f V—-i5 set up for
DI reverchee, O superintend and sually 1o hinedey our
Every offort to raise y ERE and support 4, SERE The evil Jjpy
in the Soonomic power they possess a5 landowne St long as wealth iy
showered o idleness gy fic: : ook s deomed o, }'i&ll‘(lﬁ}'ﬂf}_)
and want, A who see thig P st naedy denounce
it,

1748 How enclgsurs
of & parig
In i740—Rent D
aird cottagers £2,067
Hve stock Tapg dairy pradig
and profits 10 4

5 owhich .

ot can

315 woll seep in the acconnts
COMINONY were enclosed -
nilies af farmery

of corn, wool,

ctedd rent gieg W

r il
L0138, Wages andg Profits to 8o
s toral fa joy, Receipts from,
4 iGi. In F7BG
1 perhaps o hands 4 ;
mainly fropm stock g LOG—-Note that one-thivd legs
Was prodoced, thae 5 e of rent fiad o bies poaried far the privilege
of Producing i, g that over 70 families werg driven oyt of the parish
to seek work in the towns op hecoma vagnbomds and jar
5788  The resent Seotyish Crofior Sysiam s an abmorny) growth which
followed e Stuart Tising of F745. Chiefy formerly el their land iy
trust for the whole ciag. The tand ROt oy the persemn] enjayment
and pre of the chiaf, he WAS responsible for the min Fary and
the good EOvernment of s pa 1ants, the clansmen, Unse pulons chiefs
however now beg: B the Tand iy thelr awn names a8 private
OWNErs  withapnt Consuiting  the clan.  Nuty ally there followed  the
division nto owne NG tenants » Jager fte < lapdioy “inctors
aned crofiers * terms Unknown iy Caelic, The disposse e, of CONITEe,
got no COmensation. They forgot to sk for it 1680 Ag0, and have
Sice not hag SUHient spirit 1e et b an offaci
1786 Enclosyre Aot described by a former in Lrae tten in y-86
“To obtain an Act of Parfiament ¢ elose o eommon feld tiwo witye 5
are produced o SWear that the lands in their Present state gre ot winth
Stcupying, thoueh ag 08 Hme they are la11ds of the bost soil in ghy
ingdom, ang fan produce cory i the greatest abwndance and of t

L caredally ket before and afte,

bes fuality,  Apg by nelosing sycp lanes they are genaraliv preven
from prody RS ANy corn at all, ag the landowiter Conver bwenty sman
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farms inte four lorge ones. nanis are tied down in thenr leases not to
plough. . . . Ifisnouncomnon thing for one of these new created farmers
to spend ten or twelve pounds at one entertainment, and to wash down
delicate food with the most expensive wines”’ ete.

7901820 Sfeam power i mim&[u ced by Watt, Boolton, and Roeebuclk,
applied to vi ol many other purposes.  [ts chief
rosalE i my . and farther
depn

ased 3'1.1,:(1?.‘,' - wars by means of borrowed maotey {l(‘ ving
to pm' thr 1 ¢ frequent, even necessary fo with-
The American © Revolation ©
cast oo millions ami lost us oy Oolomies @ the Freach wars, to crush
popular liberty in France and prevent any aitempt to upset unjust privi-
leges of « aristocracy ' here, cost us 831 mllions, and the poor paid for all,

Everything rose in price through the artificial scarcity, the usual increases
being from 200 to 300 p ent.  Iuties were imposed and incressed :
home-brewed ale paid 44, a ffallon tea 38 &d. a lb., leather 34, 2 1b. (the
sking of home-killed beasts when fanned having also to pav) ;) salt, bricks,
tiles, windows all pakd toll | soap paid 314 a lb., candles 14, o 1b., ¢lothing
in all its stages paid--—-raw cotton, eolats oils, machinery, ete.  So t}.m
children went barefoot, the people in rags and their houses to rack and
ruin s all to save the landlovds from payving their just share of taxation,
and to help preserve their ill-gotten wealth.

1818 Diriven by landlord greed and  oppression from  the land,

agriculiural abourers were glad to accept work for their children in the new

3 nmhr MO dpp&l g eondifions, rochial anthorities also

: ale, and the Hves of Lh(-: little <white
slaves were uwod 1113 r{.morsd Iy,  Children of ¢ were forced to work 13
or 16 bougs daily; they w propped up, paced and driven ; many
thousands perished, others grew up grossly ignorant and dgpr({vcd, with
sickly and deformed bodies. House of Lords increased hours from 1o
to 12 daily for children rs old in a Commons bill to limit age and
hours. —Ed Yo ars’ more agitation wi ary to make children under
13 hali-timers, and to Hmit hoors of those over 13 to 6o weekly., Al
the while t fand was closed fo the people, prohibitive prices being
charged dor permission {o use.  Richard Oastler describes the condition
o the ronrers, deprived of access o land, crowding to the factory towns,
tiving in shans horribie beyond < iption, with no sanitation or ventila-
tion, and litie even of lght and air, dying faster than they were born
ihwwh themselves unable to get work of any kind, they found oceupation
i wing children to work to cke out @ miseralie dog’s life :
; o athletic men whose only labour was to eanry their little

i’o the mifl long before the sun was rigen, and to bring L]’l(‘ 1 home at
night long aiter it had set. I heard the curses of these ])re)k(,nwhc'},rtc(i
fathers, loud and deep and registered never to be forgotten.”  In such
manner was laid the fomudation of this country’s greatness.  The factory
gystem, though of cowrse vastly Improved, is still with us, and is even
ret admired,

18323 Inhuman Bues and panishinents were inflicted for non-cbservance
ol masiers’ regulations in lactories inners dirty at work, fined s,
if fowmd washing, 15, ; heard whistling, rs.; 5 minotes late, 25 5 sick and
no accepiable substituie, 5. daily lor stoam, ot Kent of bovels, 25, 6d-—

i, weekly, deducted from v food to be bought at specified shops,
where masters were allowed commission up 1o 15 per cent, ; uwnregulated

ung charges

e{'}la
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and one-sided competition the order of the day, " Blanketeors,” " bread
or blood 7 marches, Luddites, Hampden Clobs, local riots and insurrec-
tions, war on power-looms and  machinery, illegal trade snions, rick-
ve

frarnings, hangimgs, and Corn Laws the order of the day. R(;pre

onteit,

legislation was the answer of Government to the p(;pul‘u di

1332-49 Biamingham National Convention of 7 Chariists 7 draws
up Great Charte Sa blind, however, bad the people now become to the
cause of thoir miseries that the land question was almost universally
overlooked. Political reforms were demanded, petitions drawn up, and
torchlight meetings held, but ne practicable reforms resuited for many years,
Feargus (FConnor, however, renewed the agitation, suggested by Spence
earlisy In the century, for popular access to the Tand, while Robert Owen
busity advocated co-eperative agriceltural colomies, Corn Laws were
passed in 1834 0 keep up price of corn, and the rentals of landiords.
Cheaper forelgn corm was kept out by excessive taxation, and
bread went up to 54, per poumd.  In 1838 Richard Cobden and John
Bright formed the Anti-Corn Law League, holding meetings and dis-
tributing large gnantities of literature all over the country. Sir K. Pecl
was at list converted and the Corn Duties were abolished 66 vears ago-—
in Febyuary, 1849, Thai Cobden himself realised ihe insufficiency of the
abolition of the Corn Laws in rémoviag poverty 1s evidenced by the agita-
tion that was continued to combat the evils of landlordism, Speaking
at Derby, on Dee. ro, 1843, he said : *° When I look ipto the guestion of
the land ¥ from its origin to the present time, I am hownd {o exciaim that
it ewhibits an instance of selfish legislation secondary only in andacity
to the corn law and provision monopoli Would you believe that the
tand-tax, in its origin, was pothing but a commutation rent-charge to be
paid to the State by the landowners, in consideration of the Crown giving
up all the ferdal tenures and services by which 1hey held the land 7 Yes,
exactly rag vears ago, when the landed aristocracy got possession of the
throne in the person of King Wilkiam, at cur glorious revolution they got
rid of all the old fendal tenures and services . . . which yielded the whole
revenue of the State ; and besides which the Tand had to find soldiers and
maintain them. These incumbrances were given up for a bora-fide rent-
charge upon the land of 4s5. in the pound ; and the land was valned and
assessed, 149 years ago, at nine million a year ; and upen that valvation
the land-tax is still laid.

- Now, you gentlemen of the middle classes, whose windows are comnted,
and who have a schednle sent you every vear, in which vou are requived
to state the number of vour dogs and Worses ; and you who have not
window and dog duty to pay, but “who consume sugar, and coffee, and tea,
and who pay a tax for every pousd you consume—I say to you, remember
that the landowners have never had their land revalaed from 1606 to the
present time. Ves, the landowners are now paying upen a valnation
made just 149 vears ago. The collector whe eomes o you to count the
apertures through which Heaven's light enters yonr dwellings, who leaves
vou a schedule i which to enter your dogs, horges, and carrizges, passes
aver the landowner, Neaves no schedule thmc in which t¢ enter List year's
rent rr:ll umier e

2 e Jook fo it
t hope to sse ;
e the l&mi, amnd put a mxahm} upon it in =3r0ﬂ(*rt10*1

tha.t 5 i}rsing carTt
the legislaiure to re
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to that of other couatries, and in proportion to the wants of the Sfate.
I hope 1 shalt see petitions callimg wpon them to revalue the land, and that
the agitation will go cn collaterally with the agitation for the total and
immmediate repeal of the corn laws, and 1 shall contribute my mite for such
a purpose.  Fhere must be a total abolition of all taxes upon food, and
we should raise at least {z0,000,000 a year upon the land, and then the
gwners world be richer than any landed proprietary in the world.”
Tt is not pretended that any fresh conquest of the country has been
made since the ti
these kingdoms is held under a title derived from William the Conquerer.
The very complicated, as well as dry and nninviting nature of the subject,
involving at once legad subitleties and financial calonlations, must be viewed
as the cause why a change in the Constituiion of this country {(by which a
class of #s inhabitants, at the expense of all the other classes, secured fo
themselves advantages soch as might have been supposed attainabie
only by the sword of & congueror) was at fivst permitted, and has been so
long endured by a nation of men who have shown, on many ocecasions,
such capacity to redre ievances and to rid themselves of opprassion.
L in a cortain sense the Hestoration of 1660, and the Revolution of 1683,
may be viewed as conguests. For an act by which certain vahable
immunities, which had been secured to one class of British subjects, by &
course of settled law that had conmtinued for Goo wears, were at once,
without compes ton, taken from them and conferred wpon another class,
though it may not have the name, has all the operation of & conqguest.
1{ the landhalders can make cut, to the satisfaction of their fellow-country-
men, that they conguered the 1 of Great Britain, and acquired the
same fo fhew gnd fheiy heivs jor ever, dis osd of wlf coaditions, at the
Revoelution of 1688, wmy constitutional argumexnt falls to the ground. If
they fail to establish that conguest and acquisition, free from any condi-
fions, then all the consequences, for which kind reformers contend, in-
evitably follow.

To rseapifuiate ;: Land in this countey was Treld on certain well-defined
conditions, which conditions formed in the strictest sense the purchase-
money of that land. This purchase-money may be very accurately
described to have been made payable as & perpetual annuity to the State,
increasing 1n valie as the lond increased in value, the feudal profits hearing
2 fixed proportion to the annuzl value at the time paymont pecame dae.
Butl in 1660 a body of individuals, holders of a considerable portion of the
tand, calling themselves a Convention Pariament representing the whole
nation, voted, or rather, two more than half of them voted, that they
showld be totally exonerated from payment in future of this perpetual
amneity, which was the porchase-money of their estates ; and that the
said annuity or purchase-money should in future be paid by other people,
who had mo share in the land for which they were thus made to pay.
Howe ahout 30 vears after, Parliament jaid a tax on land, which served
at first as some equivalent for the perpefual and varinble annuty, payment
of whieh had been transferred by the landholde . their own shonlders
to those of the landie This land-tax was at the rate of 45 in
the povwid on the ralue of land at the fime of assessing

. Nke ibe perpetusl snd variable anmuiy of
ipdended o be the substitute amd repre-
h the imore of the land. In 1657,
comtrived so {0 rane i should net be an
g with, and in proport he mmerensing value of the

> of William L. ; consequently, every acre of land in




243 A BRIEF HISTORY OF

Ianwd, but s fixed annuity that should sot increase in valpe. The COLLSC-
quence of this is that the said ansuity remaping at the amount af which
it was when fhe value of 2 large proportion of the land was enly a very
small fraction of what it is at present. Another consequence is the
great inequality in the spporbioament of the swm actually levied : some
parishes paying at neariy the full amount of 45000 the £, others at less
than }d.

The fact that the imposition of o property snd land-tax, o be levied
Iy a pound rate on the true valuc of property, was the first fiscal act
after the Revolution-—and that it was ammually voted and levied on that
principle for several vears--proves that property, according to its jfulf
valne, was recognised hy the Constitution as a fif subject for taxation.

After the abolition of the feudal tenures in Scotiand the prevailing
practice was that 45, in the £ on fhe frae yearly valne was the mininsiomn,
and 8s. in the { the marimum assessment during the Commonwealth,
It is difficult to estimate with exactness the burden of the feudal tenures
on landholders © but, as it is not found that the rates of 35 and 4s. in
the f, imposed by the Commonwealth on the land rentals of the feudal
landholders of Scotland, were complained of, those rates may be taken
to have been considered as a favonrable scommutation for militar v service
and the fendal profits,

From the time that the assessment was treated as 2 fived amomt instead
of as a variable rent-charge the State has heen defranded of the growing
revenue which if had precisely the same right to collect under the laws
of England that a landholder bad to receive an increased rent from his
tenants.  This prineiple, so clearty laid down in the statu e5, has not been
acted on ; the Commissioners appointed to carry the acts into effect have
acted in a wanner not authorised by the acts, nor by any law recognised
in England, and consequently they have exercised thelr powers in an
ilegal manaer. The whole of the present land-tax machinery is grounded
therefore upon proceedings not enly unconstifutisnsl, but also, in the
strictest sense, Hlegal.

in this briel scamper through national history, it iz seen how for the
last four hundred years there has been a constant stream of labourers
driven from the country into the towns by the avarice and greed of so-catled
Jandowners, During the second hundred years the stream was partially
absorbed by the commencement of hand manufactures and of seafaring
and commerce a8 occupations for labour, Then as these occupations
became fully stafled, so that they could take no more of the land-starved
labour stitution vapidly igcreased.  Another hundred years, however,
and there came the discovery of steam power and the marvellous develop-
ment of machine manufacture, which revolutionised industry and for a
time took up the surplus displaced agricultural labour.  So during the fast
hundred vears two tendencies have beer manifest - agriculture tending to
employ fewer and fewer men upon the land ; landowners replacing la-
bonrers with bailifls and gamekeepers.  To what extent this has heen the
case through the century I never be known, but in the twenty years,
188 1--1500, there left the country for the town no than 1,432 farmers
and graziers, and 204,627 Tabourers, Draring those vears two million acres
af arable Jand passed out of cultivation, and 6,31¢ extra farm bailiffs,
foremnen and shepherds were employed. It would therefore appear likely
that during the last centary meore than one milion comntry-born Fnglish
folk reluctantly forsook their native seil.

During part of the last century, mechine manufacture, reo

!

3]

Pring more




LANDIOLDING IN ENGLAND.

0.
[

and more hands, hag staved off disaster and revolotion by receiving into
city shums the victims of the landowners’ greed. This absorption could
not go on for ever, and during this generation machine manufacture has
hecome glutted with cheap laboar. Still labour comes pouring from
the country into the towns, driving out of employ the weakest and feellest
af the town labovring class,

Thu me the nnemploved 1 the divect result of the Fnglish system of
fandewnership ; the bitler fruit of the free of ndiordism,  These end-
ants of free-born Englishmes, of whom their rulers were not worthy, were
cheated out of house and home to make room for sheep and deer, pheasants
and partridges,

The perusal of the story of Enpland Lost may give rise to thoughts of
how it may become England Regained. It is becoming increasingly
realised that the ancient maxim is siill good Jaw as well as good gospel,
that landowners aught to bear the whele taxation of the country.  Labour,
industry and inte nee must be freed, and landowning, being a privilege
granted to certain persoms by their fellow men, must pay all national
expenditure by faxation upon its present rassom val

The story of the sivuggles and trials of the labouring classes shows
that the State has been too long the tool of the rich and the weapon of the
strong. The resources of Government have often been used by the wealthy
to crush the legitimate aspirations of the poor. Slowly, bui surely, the
Belief is growing that the tunction of Covernment js the protection of the
weak against the strong.  Not as an arbitrary taskmaster, but as a great-
hearted watchful friend, the State shonld help labour to its fuil and due
recompense and reward. The final judgment nmst pass, not according
to individual wealth, average wealth or eollective wealth, but according
to the wealth or poverty of the lowest and the poorest of its sons and
danghiers.

LAND AND REAL TARIFF REFORM

is the first issee of a valuable sories of Lanp Reporumzers’ HANDBOOKS
which it is hoped to issue in the near faiure. The detailed Dndex
gives only a bare and inadequate idea of its contents.  Special attention
i directed to the Editor's careful butl radical criticism of the 190 Finance
Biil, its weaknesses and shortcomings, and to the oxclusive and original
nature of the subject-matier of its special articles.

“ A Land Enevclopedia.'—Morning Leader,

< Full of crisp and telling facts, displayed with skill.”—Daily News.

specinlly appreciated by advanced land reformers.”— Daily

Fte., ete,

There are 16 photographs of prominent land reformers and @ fine [rontis-
piece porirait of Henry George. Tt conlaing 160 pag in well printed
and attractively furned out, and costs in art canvas net, or in russet
paper ts, net. Single copies will be sent post free for zd. extra.  Special
terms for gquantities. e owe 1 from all Tand reform, Labour
and Radical reformi e s throughout the world, or direct from
the Fditor and Publisher,

JOSEPH BEDWARDS, 21, Palnce Sguave, Norwood. London, 5.8,
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4 BRIGF MISTORY OF LANDHOLDING IN ENGLAND.

SOME STAGES IN THE PROCESS

A CHRONOLOGICAL RECORD OF ROBBERY BY
LEGISLATION AND TAXATION

89t Danegeld was imposed on landholders fo raise money 1o buy off
the Danes, and 27 years afterwards the tax was producing abomi £82,000
yearly.

1158 Pope Adrian 4 (Nicolas Breakspear, the ouly Englishman who
aver was Pope) issues Bull te Henry 2 for comguest of ¥reland, many
chicftains afferwards submitling to his rule.

1204 Eoglish  possessions ” in irance except Channel Isles, etc.,
lost by John.

1915 ~ Magna Charta signed by John at Runnymede, 13 June., Al
taxation prior was either in service or kind, zeally rent for lands heled,
Mobles and freemen now part n Government.

1235 Lords, lay and ecclestastical, enacted Statule of Merton allowing
landiords to enclose at will any © waste V' land attached to manors pro-
vided v sufficient 7 pasture was left to commonets, and that means of
acecess were ensured. Aggrieved commoners could appeal to a jury. a
safeguard which however soon disappeared.

1279 Siatete of Mortmain—ihe © dead band.” It ve-enacted the
clause in Magna Charta forbidding a fendal tepant to alienate his fand
to the Chorch on condition of again receiving it to hold as a vassal of the
Church and free of National obligations. The Church already held about
ope-fourth of the land, and had introduced many abuses, as of g9g years’
feases, '

1288 Tdward : overruns Wales, and his son, Edward, becomes first
Prince of Wales, 1284.

1314 Sesfland freed from Fnglish suzerainty by Bruce the younger
at Bannockburn.

1334 A valusiion was mads of every district in England, and a tenth
and fifteenth of the whole fixed at £2¢,000, which was not afterwards
varied,  As an expedient to transfer part of the taxes from those who
had property o others who had lttle or none, poll-taxes were imposed.
These led later on to insurrections, and were discontinued in the 16th
century.

1341 Commens Arst meet separately from the Lovds

1249  Black Death, # fearful plague which carried off about half the
then total population of 4 or § mullions. Men wore thereafter secarce,
harvests rotied, fields went antilled.  © Landless men 7 took tc wander-
ing about in scarch of work and readily commesnded twice or thrice their
former wages, much to employers’ disgust

1251 Stainte of Labourers, making i

t a penal offence to be out of
work, and fixing wages at the low rate obtaining in 1347—haymaking
2d. per day, mowing sd. per acre, or 3d. per day, etc. Proving insuffl-
cient, sterner measures were adopted ; and men, for trying to get higher
wages, were branded, hanted, and kept in stocks or Althy prisons.

1868 Taxes of abowt 35 per tun on wine (mnmage) and 1s in the
pound (poundage) on goods were jmpossd by Parliament, continuing
1l the Comumonwealth,

1361 Year of Pestilence.
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1362 “ Piers the Plowman,” o stiviing poem by William Langland,
priest, on the social conditions of the time, first peblished

1386 John Ball censured for his social preaching at Colchesier.  He,
with other  poor ™ priests, organ iabourers’ clubs throughont ihe
country, and soffers imprisciunent.

1369  Reappearance of the Pestilence.

1378  John Wyelff publishes © De Dominio Diving “mtonchin
property amd g belomg only to the godly, and that the wicke
not claim obedience from men.

1379 Graduated poll-tax levied on all ov vears of age.

1380 Poll-tax of Is. per head levied on all over 15 years,  Commission
appointed to enforce payment provekes general revolf,

1381 John Ball again imprisoned, after 2o venrs' sovial preaching.
Great wprising of the peasants against poll-fax and villeinage, ‘Wat
Fyler leads 30,000 men of Kent on London. John Ball liberated Dy the
peasants.  Tyler interviews Richard 2 at ul and demands (1)
general pardon ; {2} total abolition of all villetnae n ;o (3)
i i t Jandholde A, un Tarters
granted by the king agreeing to these terms. T slatn next day by Mayor
of London at Smithfield. Revolt ended. King and Parliament repudiate
charters.  John Ball and other popular leaders hanged ; 1,000 peasants
put to death,  But poll-tax never reimposed, and villeinage gradually
becomes extinet.

1400 Wages continued to rise, reaching t or & times the cost of
subsistence, Goods also went up in price, iy of the villeins had
bought their freedom, and with access o land, were rapidly gro
pendent, even successfully commeting in commaditing with the Man
lords.,

1414 Henry 5 resumes ve
to got funds for French we

1458  General rising in Keut, Sussex, and Surre
led by Jaek Cade (** Mortime political
Cade defeats yoval forces at Sevenoaks, and on fiicht of Heniy G occopies
Lendon.  Movement colla on promise of general pardon, and con-
sideration of grievances. Cade slain in Sussex, and declared a * traitor
by the Government,

1461-85 Wars of the Roses, by destroving the power of the nobles,
leave the Crown immensely stronger.

1487 Act of Parliament passed by Henry 7 against enclosures of
land. But the enclosures continned and lasted from 14 5 toor The
landholders found the price of wool made sheep rums mors profitable
than agricaliure. +

1512 72,000 ©great and petty thieves " were put o death during
Henry 8. There were over Go,o00 prisoners for delt i the wrelched
gaols throughout the kingdom. Begeing was punished by o griavous
whipping,” and burning through the gristle of the right ear.

1816 Thomas More's * Utepls * published—aitacking social and
political ilis in England.

1536 Bill for the manumission of se
by the House of Lords.

Prissolution of lesser
of abbey lands.

1537 The Pilgrim
guent on the suppre

Wi

nues of alien priovies (beld conditionably)

s of gentry and peasants,
and judicial corruption.

caliod b

whiien,”’ rej

mgnasieries by the Crown and frst confiscation

age of Grace, & popular rising in the north, conse-
1o of the monasteris
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1529 Suppresston and confiscation of greater abbeys,

1847 Confiscation of endowments of guilds,

1548 Agravian vevolts took place in Somerset, Lincoln, Kent, Essex,
and Wilts, snd a great anii-Protestant vevolt m Devenshire, At Norwich,
zo,000 labourers gathersd under Beberd Eett (himself a landholder), and
formed a camp, ]mzll]mif _ff.ﬂt,"‘ and hedges, and destroying enclosures
m o surrounding wfolk g lasted for move than a
month, and d by Ge rman et cenaries,  Keit and
his Drother wero h:mwd in chains, and mare than To000 country folk
were pat to Jeath that year.

1563 Hawking beging the Hnaglish slave trade bhetween Africa and
Armerica.

1688 W, Lee, curale, Calverton, makes a practical knitling machine
and originated the domestic manufactore of lace and hosiery in the
Midlands.

1584  Great rising in Ireland ender O'Nedll, Harl of Tyrone, against
English ruale,

ieod ¥ ¢ great difapidations of Orewn lands were made do raiss
money,  In 1600 Commissioners were appointed To confirm possession
of Crown lands to those holding by titles hable to be disputed. Follow-
ing year grants and aliepstions weve ratified, though, adds Sinclair, these
grants were stated to contain *‘ the provise that in default of issne mals
the estates were to revert to the Crown, a clanse of which the public at
this time might probably avail itself.”  The total rental value now was
about 6 millions.

1601  The rise of the Poor Law in Edward 6 and Elizabeth was gradual,
bheing  first dependeni on  volungary contributions and then on =
forced rate. TFhose whe did not give were * dencunced ™ to the Bishop,
but this proving an insufficient inducement, imprisonment was empowered,
Several Acts asserted the lability of the tich for the maintenance of the
poor, the parish being the unit.  Ilouses of Correcltion were bought
or hired “ %o bring ap vouths in labour, and not to grow idle rogues.”
Materials for work were Supplied to others and their labour thus paid for,
he care of the pt‘)m was formerly bome out of Church lands.  The
Poor Law of 160y henceforth saddled the burden npon the community,
and chiefly spon the backs of the poor themselves

1807  After confiscation of lands of conspirators of Genpowder Plot
fresh enclosures began,  Great assemblages of oomunon people, men,
wimen ad chi l(hcn attempted io recover ancient rights in land by
levelling hedges, ete. © Rebels 7 defeated ;| John: Reynolds, the leader,
heing h'macd drawn and guartered,

1630 Crown's foudal rights move siricily insisted on and the ancient
forest laws again diiempt(“!. “Time does not run against the king,'*
and the resumption of rova , without compensation, made great
havoc with private property.  This renewed the desire for commutaiion,
one of the methads recommended in Rov’s *° Rights of the Crown " for
incressing Crown revenuss.  During the straggle between the king and
parlizment assessments were made on all property, real and personal,
to defray military and other expenses.  In this way kunight service was
gradually abolished, though wardship, fines and other prerogatives of
ik Crorwn were mnhmxv 4, and collecied throughout the period of the
((miﬂmrmwm]‘h to 1l Johe Hampden i 1037 refused to pay
“ship-money.”’

1840 Landlordism gradually  orushing the people. Hundreds of
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thousands ¥ have food in supumer but little or none in winter [ a third
of the people in most parishes needing relief ; many near London ™ have
1o other sustenance hut beer meals ©; labour cheaper, food twice as
dear as before.

1642 Lt.-Col. John Lilburne, well known as a leader of the Levellers.
They wanted, not to steal other people’s lands, but the restoration of
their own rights of common pasture and tifiage. © England is not fres
till the poor have a free allowance to dig and tabonr the commens, and
so live as comfortably as the landlords in their enclosures.” Gerrard
Winstanley, * the digger,” led the Levellers o waste lands m Surrey,
where they sang as they dug: * Stand ep now, diggers all; the gentry
are alf ayound, their wisdoms so profound to cheat uws of our groond.
The clergy they come in, and say it is a sin, that we should now begin,
our freedom for to win,’ efte. As usual the diggers were shot down ;
Lilburne was sent to the Tower, and Protector Cromwell plowsly thanked
God for a great deliverance.

1658 ““ The crying sin of England in not carving for the poor” a
pamphlet by Minister Moore of Knaptaft, Leicestershire, onc of many
during the so-called * Commonwealth.’ Ile writes: * How gres
shame for a Gospel magistracy not to suppress make-beggars, in countries,
cities and towns. 1 mean the unsociable, covetons, cruel brood of those
wreiches that by their enclosure do unpeople towns, and wneorn fields.
" Alas, master,’ says the beggar whe with his wife and children goes from
door to door, < we were forced out of such a town when it was enclosed,
and since then have continued a generation of beggars” The excuss
given by the rich is that, unless they enclose, the poor, like flies and lice,
will eat them up. They usually, on enclosure, treble the price of their
land, and this they get by flaying the skin off the poor.”

Among the land grabbers, In an age given over to superstition, there
was a strong belef that the third generation of robbers died out. So
fearful were they of the vengeance of God that, in signing an agreement to
enclose, they signed in a cirgle in order that no man might appear to sign
first,

1662 Law of Settlement empowered two Tustices fo yemove poor folk,
in search of better work, o the parish were they were last legaily settled,
Tabonrers were terrorised into remaining with their old raasters and being
content with the barest pittance.

1870 Habeas Corpus Aei, providing that prisoners must be tried as
soon as possible after arrest,

1683  Commencement of Nailenal Debf, and (r6u4) founding of the
Bank of England.

1711 Parlimment imposes a qualification of £600 a year in land for
county members and £200 a year in land for borough members.

1722 Workheuses erected in England.

1728 Publication of paliamentary debates declared a breach of
privilege.

1730 Townshend begins the Norfolk or four-course s
husbandry, improves marling and cultivates clover and turnips.

1788 Kay's fying-shuttle cnables weavers to produce double the
gquantity of calico.

1741 Highway Act imposes tolis, and is followed by great mprovenment
in English roads,

i745 Bakewell, s Deicestershire farmer, beging to reform steok-breeding,
and gradually doubles the weight of sheep.

sstem of
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-

1780 “Whereas in 1500 a week’s wages would keep an agriculiural
labourer and his family in decency for a month, in 1600 1 would Jast only
for 14 daysand in 1760 for o davs,  That is, as “ civilisation 7 prograssed,
or rather as laud becan conopolised, men had to work harder and
longer for the necessities of dife.

1767  Omn the land-tax bill ministers were left in a minority in House of
Comions ; the first instance of the kind on & money bill since the
Revolution, Tea-taw fivst imposed in America,

1772  Arthor Yowng, who fravelled alk over the country, continually
arged landowners to raise rents, in order to force tenants to use improved
methods of culture so as fo get better vields. Agriculiure was becoming
a fashicnable hobby.

1778 340 chests {ea destroved at Boston and 17 chests at New York
to evade dyties, lzading whtimately fo the foss of sur Ameriean Colonies
and of muck bloed and treaswre and to & vast Increase in the amount of
National Debt,

1775 ’ﬂmmas Spence ismm,

at Newcastle, a pamphlet © On the Mode
of Adminigt the L:mu ! : of the Nation as a Joint f%tu i Pro-
perty  in }%u(}r‘ium Parinerships by Dividing the HRent Spence
subsequently removed to London and & society was formed for f*ffm,tmff
FLand Nutionalisation on * Spence’s Plan.”

1976 Adam Smith’s ¢ Wealth of Naitions ** published.

1777 Ben servants taxed, and tax increased in 178: {1785 female
servants taxed, repealed 1702}, Ia 1830 the tax produced about f250,000,
bat dropped within ;0 vears to {206,000, and now only yields what if did
35 yvears ago—about L170,000.

Under the old Poor Law parish relief was given proportionately to the
price of bread and the size of the family, varying from 3¢ io 208 a
week, Naturz iy wages were reduced that the labourer could claim mors
irom: the parish. Pensions now are taken advantage of, in the same

s within 100 vears from £730,000 to /7,000,000,
veguently 1gs. and 2os. in the £, In Cholesbury,
Bucks, latftb rose i 30 years from £ro 11s. to f367 and 1oq of its 139
imhabitants were paupers, Landlords rencunced rent, farmers their
farms, clergy their glebe and tithes, and it was proposed to give the village
to the poor, and Eovv on other villages for its support.

Factory system gradually imtroduced through inventions of Hargreaves,
Arkwright, Crompton and Cartwright (7 84-—1}0‘&(}1‘ loom). Landowners
wa uizmg investments joined the spinners and weavers and lent capital to
erect mills and machinery,

1782 Essay on © Righis of Property in Land,” by Professor Ogilvie,
»f Aberdeen, suggests taxation of land values. Gilbert’s Poor-Law Act
supplements wages from the rates, and ount-door relief for the able-bodied
hecomes SOmBLon.

1784 June, Windows taxed when tea duty was reduced from s0 to

I

18031 First Geune

1 Inclosure Act p which “ materially lessened
the expense and i ulty iorm(/r]y ine ;rrwi in ohbtaining ParlHamentary
powers for extinguishing rights of Comumnon,

1808 Board of "’&“’rlctﬂiuii,h Report : Nothing increased in Glouces-
tershire but the poexr, § farmbouses fitled with them, Poor deprived
of their ability fo keep cows, and of bogs. Main
tained Jargely by parish,  * Inclosures make fat beasts and lean poom




28 A BRIEF HISTORY OF
people 7 " Heorn and thern make England forlorn 7 fwe old Eoglish
proverbs.

1818  lLand allotments, called Pounper Gardens, and New Village estab-
Hished experimentally in Eesex by Lord Brayvbrocke, saving fzo0 yearly
on the parish poor-tates

1828  Real Properly Conmni
and delay attendant on Yand transfer,
deeds,

1833  Abolition of chatt
mitlions compensation pa fowne

1884 Basiz of present Poor Law em laid, grouping parishes into
unions, confining reliet to destituie cases, and forhadding outdoor relief to
able-bodied.

1836 Foclesiastical Commissioners appointed ; duties include manage-
ment and administration of m)is‘copz},l esta anr! revenues, ete. Their
rEVENTe BOW CONSI ¥

1836 Irish Tithe Aet,
passed by Commans, but 0111&!

1839 Budget contains pro
come into ope ration 1

1840 Formal abolition of the rating of personal property, which
however had Jong fallen into disuse.

1845  Sir Robert Pecl declares for © Free ' Trade, limited, and talkes
duties off 430 arlicles, but continues to raise the revenues from indusiry,
For the vepeal of the Corn Laws the voting was 239 (227 L, and rrz C)
for, and 242 (11 L. and 231 C.) against.

1847  Ten Hours Act {Children) pass

1848 Cholera epidemic. [Ixeise deparément iocated at Somerset
House, Strand, untl April 190, when amalgamated with Customs Prepart-
ment with headguariers at Custom Fouse, Lower Thames-st., T.C.

1850 Tea duty, af about 25 b, brought in 53 millions, onky shghily
less than at present

1851 Tax on windo
substitutod.

1863  Gladstone's Badget, continuing a policy of {reer trade by abolish-
g duties on articles n common nse to extent of five millions and cxf.( ndling
Suvee ik dutics 1o real extate ‘srm;a duty {reduced by half in ¥833) was
abolished, remitting £33 z(_,,(sem of ta Tea duty, at 25 2d. (b

1854 Abehtion of Usnry laws, which severely punished mouey-lendars
exacting exorbitant intere

1856 Newspaper stan

1858 Jrish * Landed
transfer of Iand.

18680 Abolition of paper duty thwarted by Lords, but in 1861 abelition
secnred L350, c()r:) ane ughh ol {o nmons established, by embodying
financial pmw,k.qik i, one bill. cp made of Tartd on almost all
necessities, bot spirit (.Eu['zt_ Mincs Regnlation Act provides
for '1ppnmtmf nt of

1862 T.and : :
CONUMISSIONn in 1870 %r) be o
1865 to Gd, 1h.

1867  Refomm BN of 18352 extended and strengthe
ferring government from the avistocracy to middic ok
18845

ion, appeinted to cnguire into great cost
recomimend & general register of

'l ‘sL}.‘.( Ty i]nmw]mnf British Enpive, Tweniy

for direct tithes,

cimion for ostablishment L,E Fenny Post, to

tanoo0) abolished.  Hoose Doty Tax

:abolished (£458,000).
ates Court ™ esiablished to facih

ate sale and

1, for transfers of Jand; reported by a
ailure. Tew doty veduced to 15 Lh, and in

wed, virtoally frans-
Agoin extended
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LANIDYHOLIING N ENGLAND,

870 Irish Land Act legalising tenant-right customs and giving
compensation for improvements and dishbance.  System of National
tilementary Yducation established.
£ 1871 May 35, Johm Stuart Ml tock chair at firsi mecting of Land
Tenure Reform League,

1872 Ballot Act passed (rejected by Lords previous year), Last remain-
ing is. duty on corn abolished.

1874 Avg. 7. Tating Act passed abelishing excinptions from Poor
Law Act 1601 and providing for rating of woods, mines, rights of fowling,
fishing, ctc. Income tax at zd. in £,

1880 Orwners in E. and W, {except metropolis) : less than 1 ac., 703,284,
more than 1 ac.--26¢,547. Estimated value £124,000,000, and of tithes
£5,000,000., Malt tax abelished.  Balloon Society founded, alse Topo-
graphical Society of London.  Ground Game Act protecting farmers from
depredations of hares and rabbiis,

1881 '!1 L'u"! Art gives tenant the Mght e ve

g lasd so long
i and to have
s in the Irish
conveying

Land -,vsiom Cons cyamm« ‘scfl revolation: pmc,hco of
tand, and considerably shortens fonn of mortgage deeds,

1882 Trades Undon Congress advocates Nationalisation of land ; but
negatives same, 90 to 34, the next yesr at Nottingham. Enclosure,
Copyhold, and Tithes Commissions amalgamated.

1885 April 24, Dukes and carls found = National Land Co. te sell land
in smali };Gl(]ma,a Aug. ¥4, Irish L'md Purchase Act passed, by Lord
Ashbourne. ' Three Acres and a Cow * the popular ery.  Allotments and
Small Heldings Association fonnded,

1891 Awug. 5. Baliour's Land Purchase Il passed ; Land Commission
made permaneni, and Congested Districts Board crcatcc- Free Education
Act gave another upward fillip to rent and to land values.

1894 Parish Councils Act gives extensive powers of local self-govern-
ment. Finance Act egualises and gradroates death duties on real and
personal property and abolishes one of the many privileges of landed
™ proprietors.”’

1896 Agricultural Rating Act velieves | sh country tandholders of
half the rates, impoesing them on the gencrs ation of the country, Isti-
mated to put fzo00,000 per annum into the pockets of landboklers.
Repewed in 1go1 and rges.  Is it to be again renewed in 1910 ?

1897 May 6. Royal Commission on Local Taxation first meets under
Lord Balfour of Budleigh, and reports isssed 4 vears later.  Voluntary
Schosls Act relieves subscribers to Voluntary Schools {who were mainly
coundry landholders) of £610,000 yearly, cleverly placing another barden
on the backs of the general taxpayers.

1899 Tithe Rent.C ‘harge Act.

1901 Edwazrd 7, in accordance with the custom of soccessive sover-
elgns, surrenders his hereditary revenues 1o the Commons i exchange
for a Civil List af {470,000 a year—household sadaries and cxpenses taking
the major portion, with f1ze,000 to the Privy Purse,

1902 June ¥3. Land Valuation Amendment Act (Scot.) passed,

1808 Inauguration of Tariff Reform League, Yo draw the scent from the
landholders and confuse the issues of progress and poveriy.

1307 Lords reject Scottish Land Values Bill; wreck Scottish Small
Holdings Bill ; mutilate Fvicted Tenants Bill ; bt pass, alter sixty-one
attempts at l?.!'t(?l'(!,f!{)lly the FEnglish Smadl Hsﬂdnm\ BilL




Hoeaflels for Electioneering Purposes.

Statement of Principies. 4 pp. s per 100

The Taxation of Land Values. What it has donc:
What it would do. 2 pp. &4 per 3100,

The Unempioyed and the Land Duestion. »pp.

6. per roo.

The Government and the Unemploved. 1 pp
1s. per A00.

¥Wihy Do We Want the Rating of Land Values?
2 pp. B per 160,

The Robber that takes all that is fefl. 1 op
15, per 100,

Why Wages are Low and WMen Unempioyad.
zpp. Gl per $0G.

Value of Land. Practical Reasons for Taxing the Monopoly,
By Professor Janmus LoNG. 4 pp. I5 per 100

Tax Land Vaiuves and End Unjust Rating. s
trated.  From Deily Chreniele. Gd. per 1oo.

Land Values Taxation. A Reply to My Harcld Cox,
M.P. From Luuly Chrowicle. 4 pp. 15 per 1o

Land Yalues Taxation. Reply to Mr Harold Cox,
M.P.  Second Ariicl. From Deily Chrondicle. g pp. 6, per 100,

Land Valuecs Taxation. How it will Help the Cottager
and Small-Heolder. 4 pp.  rr. per 100.

L.ord Rosebery on Ground Values. 24 per icoo,

Six Reasons for Taxing Land Values. Iy the
Lonl ADVOCATE. 25 per 1000

Duke’s Palace and Workhouse: An cuample from
Brentford. 2 pp. 64, per 100,

A Famous Case at Richmond: The Case of the
Pophus Estate. 4 ppo 15, per 100

A Marching Song for Land Reformers. o per
TO0h

Zenerous discount for large guantities.
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“LAND VALUES” PUBLICATION DEPARTMENY,

i3 Bundas Strect, Giasgow; 71 Horth Bteect, Helghley
3T76-B37F Strand, Londorn, WO
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THE LAND REFORMERS' HANDBOOK.

A %,

AND REAL

TARIFF

HOW TO SAVE ON
RENT, RATES AND TAXES.

Edited by JOSEPH EDWARDS.

Being the First fssue, for
1909, of THE LAND RE-

FORMERS HANDBOOK:

For Every-day Reference
by All who Use the Earth.

LONDON: JOSEPH EDWARDS,
21, PALACE SQUARE, NORWOOD, 5.E.

MAY BE ORDERED FROM ALL LAND REFORM
LABOUR AND RADICAL REFORM SOCIETIES
THROUGHOUYT THE WORLD.

hY &

Price 1/- NET. ART CANVAS Z/= NEF.




LANDHOLDING N BENGLAND.

The UNITED (}OMMETTEE for the

TAXMWN of LAND VALUES

Broad Sanciuary Chambers, 20, Tothill Street,
WESTHMINSTER, LONDONM, 8 W.

Felophone : No. 5774, Feshuinsier,

The Committee was constituted at o soeeting held on March 23rd,
1907, composed of represeatatives from the English and Scoftish Leagues
and the Irish Society for the Taxation of Land Valaes,

“Crompron Lumnwenyn Davigs, MOAL
i JouN Paul
Howr, Treaswrer ) W, R Lh&.!l.ﬁk, MLAL

LAND VALUES,

the monthly Crgan of the movement, formerly controlled by the Scottish
League, is now under the control of the United Commitice. Mr, Jonn
PauL continues to act ag Editor,

The Committee has taken over the responsibility of cagrying & the
Land Values PUBLICATION DEPARTMENT, fu-
merly managed by a joint sub-comynittee of the English and Seotiish
Leagues.

A PRESS BUREALT has also been established by the Com-
mittee, with Mr. Joha Orr, M.A.; as Mapager. The Bureau supplies day
by day to a large nomber of pewspapers, in this country and abroad,
information of the movement, and special articles oo the varions aspects
of the Land Question written by Mr. Orr and 2 nomber of competent
writers associated with the movement,

Jeine Seevetories 7

During the twa years of its existence the Copyniites has issued many
SPECIAL PUBLICATIEONS, besides crganising and carrying
out numerous public CONFERENCES and DEMONSTREA-
TIOMNS in favour of the policy it exists to promote.

In conjunciion with the English and Scollish Lergues the Committes
endeavours to meet the growing demand lbwurr}wut the country for
speakers te attend LECTURES and DEEA"E‘E& o the Fand

{Juestion and cognate subjects.
(,()plu. of the Committee’s REPORTS and of its pullications,

".’.1[!’1 specimen copies of LAND YV ALUES, may be obtained freely

on application.. Leaficts for free distribution almeetings are also available.

Fhe work of the Committee_is carried on by wolantary contributions
from those who recognise its ;mpurmnu Supporters of the movementiin
any part of the wc)r](l are cordially invited to, hecome subscribers,
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