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I, The fand comes from the hands of the Creator,
and does not owe its exisience to man.

2. It is limited jn guantity. You can no more a
to the area of the country fhan you can add a cubif fo
your stative.

3. It is necessary for cur existence; #f is necessary
for our production; it is necessary fo us when we wish
to exchange our products.

4, Land does not owe ils value fo anything which
ite owner chooses fo spead upon if.

e
e

5. Laad owes its value entirely to the presence and
activity and expenditure of the community.

6. Land campot be carvied away, and cannot be
concealed.

These are valuable qualities in the eyes of the tfax-
gatherer. Dees any man ksew of any commodity which
possesses all these characteristics 7 Yef they fell us that
land is the same as any other commodity! What a
terrible mess men get themscives inte when fhey venfure
to make such an assertion! It is a hopelessly iallacious
assertion. Possessing these characferisfics, land is a
peculiar subject for special taxation.

-
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HARDSHIPS OF SMALL OWHERS.

HR. A. J. BALFOUR, writing on Qot. 25th, 1900, said :

« Tt is 5 mistake to suppose, as many peopis do,
sither that small ownership is the nafural
organisation of rural life--that is, the one
which wounld universally prevail but for anti-
quated laws and bad tradition—or thaf, if i
were suddenly established, as by 2 stroke of
the pen, it would immediately work smoothly
and automatically to the general advaniage of
ol concerned. This is too sangunine a view.
The life of a small ownsr, though honourakle
and independent, is rarely an easy one. in
some parts of the country his industry needs
for its full suscess to be supplemented by
other employments; it is laborious, and reguires
the vigorous eg-operation of all the members of
the family who are able o help, be they young
or old, male or female. It has its risks, and in
many of the States where the system is most
deeply rooted in the national life, it yet has to
be sustained by heavy protective tariffs.”

s right.  The life of the small owr
- 5 poor reward, and often by
sitish tenant-farmers and farm workers are
bub they have no desive to be bownud liko
o farms. Uhes
fhe man Wi va land with borrowed money doss not reall

iand. srd more often geis him in s grip snd yuns
Thore is no freedom: for 5 man in this position,

2

- wwant land, but they know that

ahsid
, and E
w ool & Az Mz, Balfour
s {rom morning Bl night,
anter. Fhe man who has borrowed oo muoch money
not o bit bester off than the man who pays too
tow prices or bad seasons come he 18 WOIED
vs interest ab foll rate.

tes]

PRICES AND RENTS TOO HIGH.
Thero is one fauls or vice in our land policy. Whether it is
n, the Hmall Holdings Act, or fand
: s to give the landlovds 1
D - their second concern to give
w nnd labourers the faw play which shey need 10 mak
v themselves and others.  This pelicy must be changed.
> put the farmers and the jabourers first, not only will they
thomselves be betber off, but the landlords and all others will
be bebier off. Farmers with plenty of capital can farm better

353
an those %

-~
[
i

fhe landlord
purchage schemes

St oo libble.  Well-paid labourers can producs more

shan poorty paid labourers. They are betler customers of other
workers, But how can farmers keep or gather capital, how

1Y

can they pay their lahourers foir or suifcient wages, # ihe
rents take away too myuch of the produce?  Tlow can tahourers
improve their position when the landlords hold back the land
en which they might get an independent living ¢

THE FARMERS AND LABOURERY TURM NOW I

The land of Great Britain must be placed at the service of
she men who will work ik Unbil this s done, nothing will do
any good to farmuing. Thukes, Marquises, Hards, and other
Landlords are fay $oo busy with other things to mannge the land
and rents of the whole country propetly They have had a fair
chance for the last four hundred years. They gob most of the
Orown lands, most of the Ch areh lands, sl the land of the
Hichl ang, mosh ol the comumons A comreon fields, and
most . land of Treland, Mhey have had more power thon
all the ¢ the people combined. Clontrolling land they son-
i ;. hey have ruined agricultare over and over
v For agricwltuve is only another nume for larmers and
urers, Thoy have made Bife a hell for bhese people, Mmaking
vy and out of bhe conntbey w G high
cenis and hanghty, disdainful ireabment. They have broken the
' of millions of men, snd of ens of milions
sless and children. They have mads the people
Ghers are thonsands of houses i our couniyy that aro
: to the Dritish nation, houses that take i rain s

e ovorcrowded,  Poor food, poor clothes, poor houses  bresd

S)

i
e skip round the oot




consamption and every discase, tdle land, or badly nsed land,
mesns wnemploved men, and noeomployed men we poor men
themselves and 2 burden on others.

ABOLISH LANDOWNERS' POWER AND ABOLISH POVERTY.

There is no reason why men should be poor. Al the land
is net idle and badly farmed, and all rents are not too high, but
enough land is ont of use and rents are too high in plenty of
cases to keep millions of people in poverty. All this must be
changed. The British people have built splendid cities, splendid
steamers, railways, and locomotives,- they are now building
wonderful airships, but they have never yet managed o make
& decent use of their land. They hoave faled because they have
never really tried. Thers is only one step which wili enable
them to use their land as it cught to be used. They must take
gver from the landowners the power of controlling the land of
the country.  They wmast refuse and pad aside Lord Lansdowne's
claim.  Speaking m the House of Liords on the Secottish Small
Landholders Bilt on Augost 14th, 1907, Lord Liansdowne said:
Y Syrely what gives reality to ownership, what makes 1 a
valuable and precicus thing to many people, is that we have
hitherbc associated with it the power of puiding the destinies
of the estate, of superintending its development and fmprove-
ment, and, above all things, the right to select the persons fo
be associated with the proprietor in the cultivation of the soil.”
This is the wvery citadel of the Iandowners” power, and this
must go. Up till now the people have never faced this claim.
I ds their duty and privilege to do it now.

THE PEOPLE’: POWER M LAND VALUATION.

Whether 16 1s a working man, a labourer, whe wants g
guarter of an acve for o cottage and gardem, ov & farmer who
wants 20 or 40 acres, or another farmer who wants 100 or 200
acres, or another farmer, who wants 1,000 or 4,000 acres, or a
sportsman whe wanis a sheoting or fishing, or & msan who wants
& site Tor o minsion and park, {for & house, tenement, or factory,
or o railway company which wanis land lor o ratlway, or a
iz ing company which wants o open o wine, it should be the
basinese of all the responsible and infelligent people in every
disfrict to see that they get land for these objects, and that
they pet it on terms which will enable them to ithirive and
prosper.  In the centre of Liondon as well as-in the most disiant
parish of Ireland, the Hebndes, or Bhetland, the occupiers
of land should rize up and come oub of their httle, navrow
businesses, and exercise the right that Liord Lensdowne claims
for the landowners. They will never be free and dependent
men until they do this., They will be at the merey and disposal
of the men who “ guide the destinies of the cstate.” '

4

The people have got their chance now in the valuation of
tand under the Budget of 1908, In every parish the men who
know the value of the land best of all men in the world can
form  themselves inlo commitiess fo advise and assist the
Government valuers. They can decide what is the best use of
the land for all concerned, and who are the people best htied
to use it. The valze of the land having been fixed each yewr
at the figyre which would leave to iis cccupier a full return
for his capital and lsbour, that value should be faken as the
rent payable by the cecupier. Tivery picce of land would then

be nsed in & way that would commend itseli to the cowmon

sense asnd opinion of all the people; for every man could offer

his opinion, and every opinion would be heard. All the faxes
on food, housss, shops, and other good things could be abolished,
and a sufficient portion of the land wvalue could be faken in
their place. Xveryone would gain. Therse would be higher
wages, because far more land would be brought into use and
a greater demand would be made for labour, Liabourers comld
save money and become capitalists.

THE ONLY GOOD LAND SYSTEM.

This is the only national scheme of land veform befove the
country. It is the only one worth fighting for. It touches
every parish and every acre of land in the comntry. It will
make # man prosperoas and all his customers prosperons. It
ie 8 weform for the labourer, farmer, huilder, shopkeeper,
manufacturer, miner, and every yan who fakes part in industey.
Credit banks, small holdings, and small ownerships are paliry
patchwork schemes for a small namber of people. Under the
form of Government assistance they all lead these people into
the frap of mortgages, high prices, and high rents. The
Taxation of Land Values throws open the land io men  That
is all they need, all they want; that is all they emgrate to
the Colonies to get. The DBrifish people do mnot ask for
assistance. They only ask that the land should be set free
for their use, that they themselves should be freed from high
vents and taxes which deprive them of thelr own earnings.
When they gain this request, they will be free as they have
never been before,
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HIS ENTERPRISE AND THE BURDEW OF
RATES AWND TAXES

- {? T all the units of our population, the shopkeeper, no matier in
£ what city or town, or in what part of that city or town, is one of
the most useful, and helps forward the prosperity of the district

in which he operates as much as any other. It is his activity
aml business energy which play a large part in bringing about the
progress and prosperity of his particniar {lmu;ch and so indirectly

01 ihe nation. But jnstead of being encouraged to persevere and
being rewarded for his eaterprise and enmergy, he is discouraged
and penalised.  The reward he gets often decreases in proportion
1o the kabour and enterprise he expends. The more he spends in
improving his premises and fiitings, the more rates and taxes he

A shiort time age Messis, Craven and Spesding Brothers, of
Sunderiand, evected some new buildings, and instailed anme ;;zew
am} improved machinery. As a reward for their enterprise,
round came the Rating Department of the Corporation, and
advanced the assessment of the firm by £s500 per anpumi

Similar conditions prevail throughout the kingdom. Tndustr
iz 2 S S . fe oy
iz penalised and enterprise discoursged everywhere,

sireets thers i5 a building
and the ground rent of which was
fully let, and the fewar, or lessee, beir

dual, and knowing that it would be an hdnzutdg
&

1o have a pew frontage and wider siaircases, among other aliera-
tions had these changes effected st a cost of [x.500. What
happened 7 » Cidy Assessor came clong, admired the of :
i SREE sent from £z270 to £575, making a difter
iy pa ment of the raies of over £an, This is

I

SRCOUTAgen ez';i ‘meted ont to PrOgTessive :md fitu‘prasu":s_{ Husingss

}?i 4 420 a year for improving their business
premises !

i GOODWILL AND THE LANDLORD'S
POWER.

The more a shopkeeper creates a goodwill and becormes identifted
with his sile in the street, the qwafer pcmu‘ the landowner L
over him when he wants to renew his lease.  In times of prospe

e is apt to lose sight of the heavy weight hie has o carry, dor liis
profits are good, bui after a year or {wo of siackness in {rade he

feels that he is Orhf really working for the landlord and the vating
authorities. ]wewﬂu g seems out of joint with him and lis
affairs, He cconomises, iakns no business risks, loses opportunifies,

worries, and works longer, gets sick af heart and gueer with his
banlk,

e Pt

Manv tradesmen who ten years ago made up their minds to
retire at the end of five years with a farger competence than they
then Lkd,d, re still in business lamenting that they did not ret m‘
when ihay had the opportunily. Tnstead of mereasing  thel
savings, they found the opportunity of retiring at all L,‘ra&ﬂni}v
They have been doing their dety to the L()mmmvtj} ,
duﬂg to help on w*ﬂmerae, and have been punished {or their
sams.  They have bad to pay in order to increase other people’s
tncomes, for they have coniributed kargely to the increase in Jand
valog that has {aken place in every business and commmu 2] centre,
which invarably finds its way into the landowners’ pocked

COMPISCATION OF THE RESULTS OF
INDUSTRY.
This {15&;}0.{1{: power which the landowners have enables them

to copfscate the results of business and commercial activity and
tatent, Here s an example - —

The lease of premises in P

iccudilly, occupied by an old-
established and famous firm identifled with the prermises, was
venewed in June, 1909, The expived lease lfsell was a repewed
term of twenty vears.  The ald rent for the land and bulldings
was Afop per annum. The new rent for the land alone

is he ;;ceﬁ;}rm to br?. 41,800 per annum, and the 1@55&»‘35

7




are to erect 2 costly building, which at the end of the
lease will revert to the landowner

What has happened in Piccadilly has happened in every growing
town. The landowner swoops down and carries off the fruits of
wdustiry.

At Sheffield practically the whole of the more important part
of the city belongs to the Duke of Norfoli, whose predecessors
let the jand {o people who built steel works and many other kinds
of industrial premises, {hus making Sheffield a lurge and famous
town and the land valuable. For some vears past these leases
have been {alling in and enormous values reveriing to the Duke.
In South Street and Broad Street Park, Mr. Unwin, a draper,
held a lease from the Duke at £5 zs. per annum. The lease had
six and a half years to run. To secure a renewal Mr. Unwin had
ic surrender the six and a hall years’ unexpired term, accept a
fease dor forty years only, pay a rent of £150 2 vear instead of
45 1s, spend £Lrooe in improving the buildings, and
continue to pay all the rates

RESTRICTED USE OF LAND,
RESTRICTED TRADE, AND UNEMPLOYMENT.

Under our present system the use of land is restricted, and
men having control over land are encouraged to hiold it out of use
while people are working around and increasing the need for it
and, consequently, the value. They hold on just as long as they
ihink suitable, in order that, as a conseguence of the increasing
activity and numbers of the people in the vicinity, and the demand
jor this land becoming greater, they are enabled to demand a high,
and in meny cases exorbitant, price or rent for its use,

This resiricted use of land is extremely harmful to the inferests
of trade and commerce, because land being the fundamental factor
in all production, whether of focd, manufactures, or any com-
ceivable article of domestic or commercial uge, the restricted use
of land mmst mean restricted production, whether manufacturing
or agricaltural. This affects the shopkeeper in several ways, The
manufactare of the articles he stocks being restricted, they are
more costly than would otherwise be the case; conseguently he
must charge a correspondingly high price, and so restrict the
demand for them. Again, Agriculture and Manufacture being
restricted, employment is restvicted. People are out of worl,
causing fierce competition for what emplovment there is; thus
wages are lowered, lowered, in fact, as far as they possibly can he,
This unemployment hits the shophkeeper In iwe ways. In the
first place, his customers are impoverished, and so purchase less ;
and, secondly, rates are increased to meet the expenses of unem-
pleyment evils, poor law relief, and the workhouse,

5
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TO FHEE INDUSTRY AND ENCOUBRAGEH
ENTERPRISE.

Surely there 3 sometlung wrong here. The system which
takes so much from the industrious shopkeeper, so indispensable
a member of the community, and enrviches the idle landowner
who contribufes nothing to the welfare of the community, s
absurd and outof date, A new system of rating and faxation
is required, so that when an individual works hard and well
instead of Leing discouraged by being mulcted in heavy rates and
taxes, 25 5 now the case, he would be encouraged to increase his
efforts by the exemption of his iimproventents from rates and taxes,
This could be accomplished by adopting the Land
Values system of taxation - that is, all raies and taxes
should be levied on the value of land. This 15 the only equitable
method ; for just as the increased value of a shopkeeper’s business
is due to his own energy, enferprise, and ability, so s the valoe of
fand due to the presence, achivily, and enterprise of the people
on and around that land. As the land owes iis wvalue {o the
energies of the people, it is only just and fair that the people should
utiise that value o meet their expenses as a community, expensss
incurred in road-making and repairing, scavenging, cleansing, and
the thousand and one things that are necessary where people
congregate, ‘

FREEE LAND MEANS FREER INDUSTRY,

A f2x on the walue of all land would induce the landholders
either t0 make good use of their land or (o meet on reasonable
terms those who requoire its use. Land thus being made accessible,
agricoliure would be revived, mannfacture stimulated, employ-
ment increased, and better trade secured. The shopkeeper wonld
get his stock cheaper, his customers would be better off and
purchase more, and when hie enlarged his premises he would not
be oppressively rated. When his lease fell in, and he wanted 1«
repew his tenancy, the landlord would be more anxions to treat
with bim in a rcasonable way.

Shopkespers, having much fo gain, should make it part of
their business to help push along this much-needed and long-
delayed reform of our rating and {axation laws,

Taxation of Land Values Means:
Lower Rates and Taxes.
More Customers and More Profit.
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The above diagram shows that up to the year
1216 the landlords shifted none of their just
burdens, But, commencing in the year 1216,
they shifted them as the diagram shows. The
clear columns show the increasing share of the
tax burdens unfairly lifted from their own backs to
those of others. The shaded columns show the
lessening proportions at those pericds still borne
by the landlords.. As rentals grew, taxes on
rentals were ~legistated away—

THE LANDLORDS BEING THE LAWMAKERS.

EECH IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS,
' DECEMBER {7th, 1845,

S

-
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... . Honourable gentlemen claimed fhe ivilepe ol texing

Honowrable gentlemen claimed the pr fege of taxing
our bread on account of their peculiar burdens in paying the highway
rates and the tithes. Why, the land had borne those burdens belors
‘orn Laws had been thought of.  The only pec iar Stale borden borne
Corn § had been thought of.  The only pecnliar Sta burd

wwr that the

by ihe land was the Land Tax, and 1 will undertake to st
mode of levying that tax is fraudulent and evasive, an example of
legislative partiality and injnstice second only Lo the Corn
...... “or o period of 150 years after ithe Conguest the whole of the

revenue of the country was derived from the land.  During the next

350 years it yielded mineteen-twenticths of the revenue ihe

next century down to the reign of Richard I it was nine-ienths,

During the pext sevenly years 10 the time of Mary it fell to aobount
threedfourths,  Prom this time to the end of the Commonwesith
land appeated to bave yielded ome-half the revenme. Down to the
reign of Anne It was one-fourth.  In the reign of George IIT i was
one-sixth.  For the first thirty vears of his veign the land yielded one-
saventh of the revenue. From 1793 10 1836 {during the period of

the Land Tax) land contributed cpe-pinth.  From which time to the

present {1845) one twenty-fifth only of the revenue had been

divectly from land. Thus ithe land, which ancisntly paid the whole
of taxation, paid now ouly a fraction, or ong wenty-fifth, notwith-
standing the immense increase that had taken place in the value of the
rentals. The people had fared betier pnder the despofic monarchs
than when the powers of the State had falen into the hands of a
landed oligarchy, who bad fivst exempted themselves from taxation,
and next claimed compensation for themselves by a Cora Law for

their heavy and peculiar burdens.”
it




Leaflet 36,

Get your Candidate to Fight for Land Values
Taxation by asking him the following
Questions :

(1) Do you agree that the value of the land, which arvises as the
esult of the growth and expenditure of the community, is a proper
and necessary source of public revenue, and are vou in favour of
raising rates and taxes by the direct taxation of land values 7

(z) Since public improvements increase the value of land, should
not the mcreased land value pay for such public improvements ?

{3) Do you not consider it unjust and a discouragement of
mdustry that rates and taxes should fall upon haildings and
machinery instead of upon land values, which are entirely the

result of public expenditure ?

{4} Are you in favour of the taxation of land values 2s a means
of making landowners put their land to its best nse, thus obliging
them to open up agricultural, mining, and building land at present
withlield, and providing opportunities for employment ¢

{(3) Are vou in favour of abolishing the existing taxes on such
articles of food as tea and sugar, substituting for them a general
tax on land values ?

{0) Are you in favour of abolishing the present tax on lobace
substitnting for it a general fax on land values ?

(73 Are you in favour of abolishing the inhabited house duty,
raising the pecessary revenue by a general tax on land values 7

12

= vou in faveur of Fisca Rc m which will levy & general

pon land valpes insiesd of 1 tea,

inhabited houses, efc, ¥

(

by relieving farm buildings, fencing, and other improvements from

Are you in favour of encouraging the agricoliural industry

rafes and faxes, raising revente frcm land values oaly ¢

»

taxation of land

(15

ing that official reports siate that 188

values hixs Droken up large estates in the Colonies, encouraged the
seitlement of small farms, and stimulated building, will yon uwrge that
ali land in this country, whether used or unused, be taxed on its
value, a3 2 means of breaking up ithe lavge esfates and obliging

in

s to place land at the disposal of the people?

tandown

{11} Are vou in favour of mting reform by which buildings,

machinery, and improvemenis will cease 1o be taxed, and vevenoss

raised from the bare land valne only ¢

{12} Do vou oppose the taxation of marhinery, houses, sbhops
and other buildings 7 Wil vou work in Parliament fu*‘ rating veform
wh”‘h insicad of taxing these things, will raise revenue from land

vahies alone ?

{13} Arc vou opposed to taxes in vestraing of trade 7 T so, will
vou urge the repeal of stamp duties upon business transactions, such
as receipts, cheques, contracts, eic., raising revemue in their place

by {axing land valnes s

(14} Seeing that all parties agree that Foor Heliel, Provision for
Tducation, Police, and Main Roads should be provided for out of
aticnal rather than oul of local vevenue, do vou approve of thess

services being taken over by the Staie and their cost defrayed by

a general tax vpon land wvalues ?

'»‘-’t"“'

ASK SOME OF THESE QUESTIONS YOURSELF.
GET YOUR FRIENDS T0 ASK OTHERS.




NO MORE BAD TIMES FOE FARMERS AND
FARM WORKERS,

Pperg sre good farmers in this country who cannob get
farms, There is much good land lying idie, and siill move thas
is badly farmed.  The farmers and farm workers have & bard
time of if.  Hents are too high in most cases. They aze often
paid out of the farmers’ Interest, out of the wages thoy should
reoeive for management, ov oub of the workers wages. 1o
pay the rent many @ good farmey has to sell a horse which he
would like fo keep for working the farm, or cows and sheep
which should be kept for stock. He cannot buy the Z)csu

implements or seed, e has to gell good dairy

produce and
feed himgell and his family on cheap and inferior food, The
farm workers get low wages. Their families are nsually badly
housed, badly clothed, and badly fed. So little freedom and
seourtty have these men, o hard and laborious is their life,
that thousands are flying to lonely and distant parts of the
Colonies to get that scope and peace and independence
which landlordizmn denies fo them af home

NOT WICKED LANDLORDS AND FARMERS,
BUT WICKED LAWS.

There 18 1o reason why farmars, ploughmen, and shepherds

should be treated like olJJpcthmble people, or viclous eriminals,

d chaged dut of the country.” A} Lady Day; 1910, & farmer

af l\ewmk, Nottinghamshire, was turned out of his farm. A
T4

st

fore n dealer had offered a fow shillings move rond

The landiord the gitsing ant notice

Muark ZLane Frpress {ome of

%)

5 of April 4th, 1910, said $hat $he new fenant

t0 be boyeobiad by his neighbours, so strong was the
that the previons farmer, who was highly respecied for lus

character and work, had been wronged, Bal what s the
use of blaming the new farmer? This same thing takes

place every year. The common sense of the Newark farmers

was all againgt the eviction of their neighbour and the raising
of the rent

bat common se

Cammon senge 15 the same in all similar cases

nse is worth nothing if i never does anything

to stop what it kmows to be wicked and {oolish. Those
Wewark farmers knew whab a falr rent was, bud they had
ne power in the mafter. The now tenant and the luadlord

fixed the vent., Neither of them is fitted to do this. The
tenand, because faring are too scarce, was ftoo keen fo geb

the farm, and the landlord was too anxious o get a h

vent o consider only the guestion of what the real value
of the farm was., The opinion of the old farmer and of
bis old apd experienced neighbours was unheeded. He was
garned ounb, and he and his lafe neighbours will have to
swillow their anger, while the new farmer pays too high
a rent as long as he can.  This is the cutcome of our present

land laws.

A NEW LAND LAW.

Farmers have always desired to geb land a$ rents which
would leave them lnterest on their capital and wages for
their labour. This is no sin. Without a renb which leaves
such o veturn, no farmer can succeed, and with such a
vent no industricus farmer need fail.  Why should not farmers
cbtain their desire and put an end to their froubles?  Under
the Budget of 1909 there iz to be a valuation of the land
different from the landlords’ valuation, 1% will be a record
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of the bare value of the land apwrl from all improvements

upon 15, and ab first it i3 to be made by a Government

Bub no ome 1s 5o wedl Gtted to valee 2 farm asx el

ven furmers and men of experience in its neighbourhood.
They could act with the Jandlord and Covernment valuer
it the value at which they arvive be the rent which is
{p be paid for the land. We may assume that gxperienced
farmers wonld fis the rent ot a figure which would Zive
the tenant o full return on bis capital and labour. In bad
seasons and with a fall in prices rents should be redueced,
s that the tenant would pever be regnired to pay rend oud
of his capital, Al land shounld be valued, and offered to
the men who would make good use of it. I this were
done thousands of fariners wonld find farms, and would

e free from any fear of poverty or ruin.

T0 SECURE THE IMPROVEMENTS.

5 or overscers have always a habit of raising

the assessments when improvements are made by the land-
ford ov tenant, and of fining them a few more shillings o
pounds every year. The landlord has always a habit of
razzing the rent when the tenant improves the land, The
valuation of the land apart from the improvements could
be used to stop this. The value of the land would bear
all rates and fax

and improvements would be relieved
from these burdens. The farmer could discuss with the
landlord the guestion of what improvements were properly
hig own without fear of being turned cut. He would not
have to pay rent for the improvements wade by his own

industry and capifal,

TO KEEP OFF OTHER EVILS.

This change would prevent the landlords from veduciug
the value of their estates by draining away the capital of good
¥ iy

fav)

terants and driving them out for the sake of gelting an in-

ereased vent from a misguided farmer for o fow years. Farmery

would have move eapital and workers move wages.  They

wonld produse more, and everyone, including the landiad,
wonld be better off.  Under fhis system favwers would oot
be templed or driven into the snare of Jand purvchose, which
soomer or later brings them into the clubches of the money.

on the land, and dheir fixed
" 2

lenders, with their mortgages

rate of intevest in had seasons and good seazons, under low

prices and high prices. To meet this interest, the so-called
proprietors bave not only fo break inlo their capital, bus
fose their land ax well. Bwall boldings aaud large holdings
would be gol an their proper places without the interference
of Cpanty Couneils.  The interests of ithe landlords, lage

farmers, and small holders would be irpparbally considered.

GOOD TIMES.

With secuvity of tenure snd Improvements, with jush
venfs, with all the land put to its proper use, woil-educated
young farnmers and capable farm workers would slay at
home and 4 ap the half-deserled country districts. They
would give employment %o smiths, joiners, builders, and
village tradesmen. Decent wen and women would be kept
out of the poorhouse. There would be mueh morve life in
the country, and people would find there sufficient of the
things for which they now go to the Colonies, ov to the
arge towns, Bince the first business of farmers is to geb
jand, their first inierest in politics chould be fo see fhat
land can be obfamned on fair terms,




Leaflet 7.

By W, R LESTER, W.A,

CAREFULLY NOTE THIS.

1K present system of faxation means that for every improve-
ment vou make on yeur cotiags, homestead, or small holding,
the amount you pay in rates and faxes will rise.

Tt ako means that a landowner has only 1o forbid the use of
land and Lkeep it idle, for pleasure or speculation, and he will
practically escape rates altogether. Thus ihe preseni system
means that the small holder and cottager not only have to pay
their own share of rates, but also the share of the speculator or
dog-in-the-manger who now is allowed to escape because be
forbids the use of land.  Increasing a man's rates when he improves
his cottage or adds to his farm buildings, as we now do, means
that he is fined for doing these things, and often prevented from

undertaking them.

HOW PRESENT SYSTEM CAUSES
UNEMPLOYMENT,
This checks work, and is one of the prime causes of unemploy-

ment.  Allowing a man to escape rates if be leaves valuable land
13

idle, without cottages or farm buiidings, s t9 encourage the lucking
wp of land for mere specitation or pleasure, As idle land means
ille men, this is ke Prime cavise of unemploymaent., Such a system
of taxation appears oo stupid zod oo mischievous for words,
but it is our present syvstem. One would think the whole thing

were 4 wed {o punish the man who makes good use of land aud
to reward {he mere Jand specalator. Still we pride ourselves on

being & ™ practical V' people.

COTTAGE FAMINE AND UNUSED LAND
IN ENGLISH VILLAGE.

Tt is sometimes sald that it does not matter to the small holder
or cottager how the system is reformed, ' as he will have to pay
in any case.”  Let us see if this is so Ly taking the actual case
of two small felds adjoining each other in an ordinary Bedford-
shire village.

Both fields cover three acres, but while one has a nice cottage
on it and is used for wvegetable and fruit growing, the otlier i
unbuilt on and quite umused except for the few cattle that are
allowed to graze on it

MNow please lock at these two properties closely and alo at
the wiltage itse¥f, Though the fwo fields adjoin each other, and
are of the same size (three acres eachj, the land iz by no means
of squal value, becanse the meadow s on the main read, whik
the cotiage feld s behind.

As a matter of fact, the meadow which has no cottage or any
other improvement on i has just sold for f450, while it &
estimated that, apart from the cotiage, the other field would not
sell for more than {150

Also motice that there i3 2 cotiage famine In the village, the
supply of cottages being much short of the demand. Now,
abviously, a fair system of rating and taxalion would make ihe
grazing field pay three times more than the cettage, since It & three
fimes miore valuable.

Dices our present system do that? Not in the very least.
You would scarcely believe it, but matiers ave actually reversed,
and the cottage field is made to pay five times more than the other.

iy




Simply because o cottage bas been budt

in ome case, while 1n the other the owner

built {thoungh they are sorely needed in

HOW RATES MAKE COTTAGES SCARCE
AND DEAR.

Examination of the rate book shows that f2 1gs. Tod. in rates
falls on the cottager, and only rrs. 6d. on the meadow. 5o the
cottager s called on to bear not only his cwn burden, bui alzo
must of what, rightfelly, should {all on the owner of the valuable
icdie land.

We malntain that this isiquitous system should be zltered
root and branch.  We say that @ man should not bave to bear
more rates and taxes because he has built o cottage on Lis land,
or put it to any other good use, and {hat he should not be allowed
io escape rates and taxes i he vefuse to build cotiages or use
his Jand well in anmy other way., We say that all land should be
valued apart from cottages, farm buildings, fruit frees, or other
improvements on if, and that the rales and taxes pavable should
depend on the value of the land instead of on the valse of the
cotiage, ete., as is now the case. That wonld be the Land Values
system of Taxation.

In the case under notice one man forbids building of cotiages,
which are so badly wanted, and our present system aliows him to
escape with a paliry payment of 11s. 64, in rates. The other
ilds a nice cottage, and our present systemn wrings from him
f2 195 10d. in rates.

LAND VALUES TAXATION WOULD
CHEAPEN COTTAGES AND ENFORCE
PROPER USE OF LAND.

Under the Land Values system of taxation the former swould
ray three times more in rates than the cotlager, because his land

a4

s three tmes more valuable ({450 to fx30h.  Belween ihem
£3 115, 4d. bas to be collected, so-the cottager would pay 17s. 104,
and the ovner of the valnable wnused land [z 135 64, Thus the

fLand Values system svould mean a saving to the cotiager of
£2 25 (f2 165, Tod. less 17s. Tod) yearly,

But, more important siill, the owner of the meadow having
ander the new system a substantial sum to pay in rates instead
of a mere trifle as af present, could no longer afford to keep valuabls
land idle, and woald be driven to build the coitages which are
so much wanted, thus providing openings for work 1o thousands
who ask {or nothing better than the chance of earning an honest
living.

THE TAXATION OF LAND VALUES

eans
MORE AND BETVER COTTAGES,
LOWER RATES,
MORE EMPLOYMENT.

TFherefore

TAX LAND VALUES—NOT HOUSES.
TAX LARD VALUES NOT FOOD.




E Breakfast Table Dutiss are Customs tazes on Sugar,
Tea, Cocoa, Coffec, Ohicory, Ciirrants, Ties, Dried
Plams, Prunes, and Raising,  The revenue derived last

year (ending Mareh, 1909 by levying taxes on the importa-

tion of these articles was more than £10,200,000.

THE ANNUAL REVENUE FROM
FOOD TAXATION IS £10,208,000.

Bome speakers, when declaiming against the taxation of

the people’s food, miss the fact that the people’s food s

already taxed o a considerable amount by the Breakfast
Tuble Dutles,

THE BREAKFAST TABLE DUTIES ARE
TAXES ON BEARNINGS-TAXES ON TUE
PROPERTY OF MANY “WHO HAVE TO
WORE HARD AND LONG FOR THEID
WAGES, - Lo

Gne of the Breakfast Table Duties iz
THE TEA TAXE,

On every pound of sa a customs duty of 5d. is levied,
and every vear

FEA DRINKERS PAY £5,800,000,

This is what is collected by the Customs House, but
the consviners pay very wmuch morve by the fime the ten
reaches ithem, for the fmporter, the merchant and the shop-

o
22

b make therr profif, not only on the cost of the
lao on the ¢oof the tar, and the cheapes
fen, the heavier is lhe fax on it in proportion fo s value!

e are tsxed when we buy fe

& just 88 we are taxed when
we buy coffes, co

and all the other articles
luties " are levied, There is
1o wse trying to defend these jaxes by saving they are raised
for revenue purpose only, or that thoy represent the * share
of the working classes.” These faxes on fnode and ~comforts
are

TAXES ON LABOUR AND TAXES ON WAGES,

and fall with peculias severily on the poorest of the poor.
Why do we have to snffer such burdens 9 The State, failing
t6 go fo the proper source when levying taxation, must get
revenlie from somewhere, and it forces tes drinkers to make
a very considerabls paymient to the Hxchequer.

These viclous indirect taxes have been defended on the
ground that they ave * purely revenue producing.” They have
even been justified as o means of reaching the working classes,
and  fhus making ““the less well-bo-do” contribube their
“falr shave of faxation.”  And so the Protectionists or © Tariff
Beformers ” charged with being “¥ood Taxers,” are ready
with an obvious rebort which they have wused with more
effect than some Free Traders care to ackuowledge.

THE HONEST COURSE IS TO DENCUNCE
ALL FOOD TAXES, AND TAXES OF

ALL EINDS THAT AFFLICT TRADE AND
INDUSTRY.

To do so is to be free to face up to the Profectionisis
with clean hands.  No sound Free Trader can meet the
proposal to put taxes on Breadstulls, Meat, Dairy Produce,
dc., unless ho s prepared to dencunse the existing food taxes.
All of these taxes arve part of an imiquitous policy which wili
put money into the pockets of a favonred few st the BEpPOnLY
of the great body of the people.  Buch tazes are mean and
conternptible, falling as they do so severely on the scanty
earnings of the poor,

THE REAL FREE TRABE POLICY.

Free Trade rightly nnderstood means trade which is fres
from all fazation.  The great bulk, however, of our present
3




Leaflet 75

THE REVENUE COLLECTED FROM THE
TAXATION OF TOBACCO IS £14,000,000 YEARLY.
LIKE ALL INDIRECT TAXATION IT I8 A TAX ON WAGES,

WHAT 15 THE ALTERNATIVE?

PR many years i has Lesn a setiled (though very wrong)
policy to collect a huge revemue by means of a heavy duiy
on a perfectly legitimate luxury. viz., tobacco. Ewery time you
v tobacco you are compelied fo make the tobacconist act as the
tax collector on behalf of the Customs Authorities. In fact, he is
of more importance as o tax-gatherer for the State than as a man

who provides goods in exchange for money. This is frue, because

QN AN OUHCE OF TORBACCC
THE CUBTOMS DUTY AMOUNTS TO ABOUT 34,

And if you buy tobacco a at 44d. per ounce all you get is about 4
wortl,  The {obacconist can't help doing this work {for the
Customs, and yoa can't help emploving hm as a tax-collector,

HE HAS TO PASS ON THE TAX TO YOU -
THE CONSUMER--THE SMOKER.

And what makes matters worse for you is that you have to pay
in taxation more than what the State actually recetves, because the
importer, the dealer, and the shopkeeper must, as b‘c:s*ms&; men,
reckon thelr profit on their outlay.,  They cannot avoid putting
a profit en the tax, and you bave to peyv not only the tax bui this
profit also.  Suppose that instead of the tobacconist charging vou
for the tax in the price of the tobacco, i was arranged that the
tax be collected divect. A Customs Fomse Official would be
stationed in every shop demanding 3d. or 23d. {or every ounce of

tobacco bought, and prev enting you, in the name of th 1 v, from
£

-rights ¥ 7 Seemingly cnly those have

leaving the premises till you paid up. 1f the tax were foreed out
of you in this way,

WOULD YOU HOT VIGOROUSLY PROTEST AGAINST sucH
ENORMITY AND INJUSTICE?

You would, bat the wrong is just as geeat under the preser

although not se apparent. Indirect tazation is an ingenious I

vention. 1t treacherously raises the price against those whe have
feast to spave. It falls with the greatest severity on the worki

classes and the poor. Tt makes the consumer pay smartly, withont
of. TIi

his seeming {o notice that he is being taken advantage «

denies that 2 man has a vight to the result of his labour

TAXEE ON GDODS ARE TAXES ON EARNIHOS:
TEEY ABE TAXES GN THE PROPERTY
OF THE WORKING (LASSES.

P

and

When you bear people fall about " sacredness of prope

" oproperty righis,” have vou ever swppf_d to think that the money
vou have to work hard for is your property, and that if the articles
you buy with 1t are faxed, you, al any rate, have no property

0 ¥¥

Psacred rights 7 wlho have

been able 1o seize the value of the land, Cur unjust taxi By
methods allow the landlords to exact tribute from the workers
alow the landlords to grow rich on the toil of others, and we are

asked to belleve tlzat

THE MONEY RECEIVED BY THE LANDLOED--THE
WEALTH HAWDED OVER 70 HIM WITHOUT His
DOING A STROKE OF WORKE—BECOMES HIS
“SACRED PROPERTY,” AND DARE KOT BE
TOUCHED !

Yo ate told, forsooth, ihat you have to * bear your fair share of
taxation.” It is for you o say that wour wages must be left

alone, and that
LAND VALUES WUST BE TAXED, NOT TOBACCOD.

The communily ¢reates land values. The community makes
Covernment SXpenses necessary, Pay the ons with the other, and

STAED FOE THE TAXATION OF LAND VALUES.




The preseni system burdens irade and indusiry, and,
while forcing down wages, forces up renis by wmaiing holh
houses snt jand ariificizily dear

The fazsfion of land valugs, on the other hand, will
fowar rewie by izking the ilaxes of houses and ether
Buildings, and by forsing idle jand inte use

imp%ﬁ rates on Lmd valies. The Town (lmk of Jml!mf;ti i,

Pew Zealand, in a recent amnual report io the Town Councdl,

‘33}5 _
Tt {the local rate on land values) lesves no room for
rograt at s adoplion. That which was claimed by s
sxpononis has been amply Tuifilfed; {{ encourages
improvement, stimulates the use of land, sseures the
uneamed incremant to those whe have added tha value,
muicts all lands in their fair share of iaxation, and parg-
Iyzes the old systom under which reniai vaiues on {ands
pould, by simple manipulation, roducs lecs] faxation o &
farce. B ic only stating a faet to say that much, if not
s, of the activity in the bullding operations of the ¢ity
and surroundings doring the past year f8 duo fo the
influence of ihis healthy measure.”

in Hew South Wales the local rating of land values has equally
‘jasiified its claim to umiversal adoption. The Sydnrey Morniny
Herald of October z7th, tgog, reports a great building boom. In
a yeview of the bmidmg trade the Herald states i

“ in periain dopartmenls there is a dearth of {abour,
and in one of the trades—which would involve othoes—
there is a very ugly threal of a sirike. The quarrymen
have decided to go on sirike unless their wages are in-
nreased by a2 shilling a day. The movement everywhers is
for increased wages. The condition of activity in the
building trade has heen unoguaiied in the hisiory of ihe
Siate. For number of contracis in existence, bufldings in
course of ereciion, and plans on the boeards in architecis’
offices, this year will easily be a record one. The supply
of material is higher in quantify than i has sver heen,
Ericlmakers ars working overtime. - The demand Tor sieng
is inoreasing, while the outpul of fimber is larger than
ovor before. There is 2 scarcily of leading mechanios,
and stonzmasons are difficuil to gel.  Brickiavers are
scarce, wiile good joiners are gt a promium. Slaughier-
men are reselving ingreased wages The wages of
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carense bulchers have boen raised #s. por wosk, Whers
nispework o done thers is an inorsase of 25 84 and
S5 per hundred. This is 2 sure sign of prosperily
gmong the working nopuiation.”

The advertisciment pages of this paper seem to be slmoest whelly
scenpied by advertisements of land for sale, and for nbour of
very kind,

The taxation of land valies has been in opervation in New South
Wales since 18q7 for Slate purposes at the rate of zd. in the [
Since 1gos, however, Jocal rating of land vahies has been graduaily
adopted in the various mumicipalitiss.  The rates vary, and while
the average 15 aboul 34, in the [ {capital value), in some cases it
5 as high as add. or zd. That is to say, o the annus! basis
there is a rate on land values averaging 35 in the £, and in some
cases it 15 as high as ys. 64, and 8z, This high rate on land values
means, of course, a fcori‘és.;pon{iing exemption of, and reduction
in, rates on houses, buildings, and improvements,

This s what we are aiming at in Great Briials and Ireland ;
i the words of the Lord Advocate: “io blot out bulldings and
improvements from the standard of rating, and to iake as
gur standard of raling the value of land alone.’

The great majority of the landhokdors nead not fear & fax
on land waives. To the small freeholder, whose inferesis as a
worker and 2 householder are very much greater than his interests
az a landowner, the taxation of land values means a great vedoction
of taxes. The working owner of a highly improved and well-stocked
farm, the working owner, in fact, of any land that is highly im-
proved and fully utidised, stands to win by the taxation of land
values. Those alone stand to lese whoe, by bolding valuable land
out of use, are inflicting incalculable injury on the whele com-
munity, and even the latter class may avert loss by improving their
land and putting it {o its best use.

lectors! Consider these
facts, and vote @my for those
candidates who will pledge
themselves to the rating of
lannd values.




ATES are high because owners of valuable land withhold it rom

sakt rothing on its value towards public expenses,
i ittes are occupied by buildings that are
and contribute little. ©

and becau
tummbledown and

A CITY ILLUSTRATION.

RATING LAND VALUES
BRINGS LAND
INTO USE

The modern block of buildings marked A7 consisting of showrooms
and warehonses, Iorming No. 7, Aldersgate Street, is rated at f2.577 per
annum. The vacant site marked © B,” forming Nos. 4 and 5, Aldorsgats
Street, is rated at nothing. Block A7 occupies a stte of aboat 10,000
square feet and pays {870 inrates,  The vacantsite " B 7 oxtends 10 12,700
square isel and pays not It has been vagant for several years.

Besides being mors extensive the vacant site is more valuable than
the cccupied site, beeause it Is nearcr the busy thorcughiares of NMewgate
Street and Cheaps et the firm which gives employment in erecting
he building, which gives smployment in carrying on business, is heavily
rated, while the ownzr of the idle land who kaeps men ont of work escapas.

a3
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A WEST END ILLUSTRATIORN.

SHOW LARDOWNERS ARE RATED. gHW HOUSEOWHERS ARE RATED.

Biock A,
peocupicd by

Devonshire

House and

¥ ' Berkgley Hot
firpunds, % pevowsHIRE srkeley Hotel
A bout 7 and other
abou i i as
Te# ¥ butidinge.

163,060 hrea about

e A -
syuars iest. 4ﬁ 153,009
4 b square feef,
Bateable [t
Yalue: Bateable

Value s
Z48,570.

E4,188.

The owners of houses and shops in Be
occupy soeme 30,000 syusrs fvet of land less than ihe Duke of
Dovonshire, and pay more than fen times as el in rates,
The Ritz Hotel ¢ les «th of tho spase oceupied by the Duke,

and pays four thnes

reat and Dover Stroet

Lansdowne Fous i hout 93,000 sguare feet
and arc od at £2,500. The Ritz Hotel occuples an area of 26,000
square feet and i rated at E17.054. vt Club, in Berkeley Street,

covers 11,400 squave feet and is rated at £3,500.

The Bath (ol o pre-cighth of the space occupied by Lord

Lansdowne, and pays

opo-geaTier moere in mies,

on food make food

is why 30 Imany

¥ o Lfe as food,
5 male hogses dear

Hopses are as no
dearer.  Hates oo bou
people have 1o five in poor hooases amid

e surronndings,

i
i




A SUBURBAN ILLUSTRATION,

O Fanuary 1oth, 1910, the Vals Tz
Sudbury was put np for sale. The e

rm Estale bolwes
which wwie
was doeclared quide ripe for devclopment and almost bic
the neighbourhood around, Bidding procseded unti o
or almost £330 per acre, was ofored, '-l‘hﬂ anctioneer

5

+1s 5 Fos
aying that an offer of about £43,000 might be considered.  This fand &

L B »D

rated at zgs. per aces and pays in rates about £i5. The price offcred §
280 years’ purchase of the rateable value, and the prico demanded by the
: z 1LORH Yolne

i

owner 15 300 years’ purchase of that va

‘ ue, Thirly yvears’ purchase of the
rateable value is a haadsome price for any property, and the enormos

difference between 30 vears” purchase and the 390 years' pu

: atalel
by the owner proves that this’Jand is vated for tnuch too smail a sum or
o i oF o o -~ - s ¥ e - M 1, . L
is hield up for much too big a price. This is why land is idle, and this is why
builders are out of work, No wonder we hm-'e a Housing Problem

152 deimnas

A rate of 3d. in the £ on 32,000, the value declared in the public

wrket, would feteh £400, would incline the lmniowncr to develop his land,
w(auld give epployment 1o hundreds of men, and would reduce the rafes
paid by the householders and shopleepers,

THE FUND FROM WHICH RATES
SHOULD BE PAID.

In 1863 a plot of land on the foreshore of the Thames nesr the T emyple
was sold for £8,230. In 1870 the Victoria Embankment was built ai the
ratepayers’ oxpeose, and in 1871 the same plot of land was sold +to the

B . Tl I3 A fnr Sl 4 e .
London School Board for £26,420, un increase of Ei8,170 im six
FOars.
g B P ST b - P 1) 4 -
in 1876 the Metropolitan Board of Works paid £500,000 0 the late Duke

of Northumberland for Northumberland House and Grounds at Charing

Cross. The land was required for the improvement of T tafalgar Square

¥
angd for making a through road {o the Embankment. The people of
Leoadon paid a spocial tax on their coal to make the Embankmens, bul

the Duke was not asked io ieave one halfpenny of his hali million.
-1 Oy e d Bt ~1F % ¥ YT "

AL igoy the L(ﬁz_.zdon County Council had to pay £47,000 for 1,210 Sguare
fect of land {0 widen the thopoughfare atl the corner of Piccadiily and
Si Tame’s Sieemt  Flhie e . ) e g g
St James's Street. This is at the rate of ELA75,980 per acre:
ey T | T e g Ta e ¥ . z T N
but towards the creation of these high values ihe landlords are not asked
to pay anyihing,

The site of 10, Lombard Street, London, was sold at ihe rate of
£1,786,300 per acre on May 27th, 1367,
74

B

5 1o g1l acyss)

The sife of 37, Cornhill, was sold at {he rate of fz,363,

TJuby 23th, 1001,

T
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The site of 1, 131 Broad Street, was sold ot ihe rate ol 43,
aern on january ¥sih, 1003,

s Lombard

v of the Bankol I
Fineh dane, and ’fif‘h_m.gmor’wu Sirect, prices w
ot, the latter

For land in the vi
Street, Birchin Lans,
sained varying {rom £70 to as much as fi00 per squa

Y

nrice being paid in order 1o sguare a sive.
i " 9
This is from the Times roport of the Estate Market on Tebruary 26th,

290,

Hoye are the owaners of land in the centre ol Londen who roves

e when they sell their land, and yet wib of these milbons

af pounds
they do not contribute one helipenmy 1o the rates.  On the other fianl
BRI st etvele

there are hundreds of thousands of working men who o
except for their lebowr, men whe ave often thrown oot of work by the
polding up of land, who pay high ground reats and bigh house renis, and
who ars in additien ebliged 10 pay raies out of thelr scanty earnings.

HOW THIS FUND IS CREATED.
ARl the people of London sharce in thie expense of mambaimng and
lighting the streets, of improwing the waier supply and the
whemcs “They il pay for the upkesp-of parks and open spaces, for the fire

drainage

brigade .and for puolice services. Tt was and is with their meoney and on
s inangurated and is

their security that the splendid framway system we
mantained.  Their money and credit have been vsed to carry out Housing

“chemes, They pay for the upkeep of workhonses, museuins, aud Hbvaries.,

fivery one -of those services sends up the value of the land. Accordimg to
a very reasonable and safe estimate the annndd value of the land within the
connty of Londorn s f24,000,000. A taxof ten per cent. on this vatue would
woyld enable the County Council to

vigld f2.400.000 every year. 11
reduce the preseni rates 1o an extent.of 15 2d. in the £

WHAT THE PECPLE PAY.

Tast vear the ratepayers of London spent fr.o28000 in the upkeep
of stgcets, 5'230!{.}0{} o parks and open s ;o fgoz237 in bghting

the streeis ; in amain drainzage f243,500: in local drainage £139,240.
q’ltogsih.er the catepayers of London have spent £71, 881785 between
585 and 4908 in public services in crepting and maintaining

laund walues for the landowners.




EIRMINGHAM LAND YALUES -WHAT THE LANDLORDS RECEIVE,

gi\g T5:0 King Edward V1. fave 1o the Grammar Schog! Foundation a
piece of land. The rent of this Jand was then £19 per annum.  Sines
that time Birmingham has become a large city, and this Tand, which

ties near its coutre vields more than £40,000 per annnm in ground rvents.
In 1830 7ou fquare yards of land at the cormer of New Street and

Bennet’s il were jot on lease at foy Per annum.

was Iet on a new lease af £975 per annum.

Ia 1g01 the Corporation paid Ao for 83 square yards of land to widen
New Street. This is at the rate of £236,500 per acre.

Inthe heart of the City there are somé 82 acros belonging to the Colmore
tate. In 1004 {he People of Birmingham required 9,850 sguare yards,
O about z oger %, of this Iand for the Coancit House Extension. Under
feases whick had expired these 2 acreg were let at less than £230 & year,
but under the new lease the Council are required o pay £5.400 2 year.

WHAT THE PEOPLE PAY.

During 1008 the ratepavers of Birmingham paid 40
the streets £30.500 to light them, and f20 300 to keep up the Fire Brigade.
During the 1ast thres Years alone the ratepayers have paid £3017,327 in
rates.  Within recent years therve has been an expenditare of £8 236 000
2 water supply, £3.785.000 on gas and clectricity supply, 11,245,000 on
the tramway service. Al this money has been pent by the Birmingham
ratépayers 1o create and Mmaintain land valoes for Birmtgham landiords,
and out of the hundreds of thousands received by the landiords they are
not asked to pav cae halipenny to the rates. The poor, the unemployed,
the overworked and underpaid, the busy men and women QCLupying houses,
factories, and shops have to pay.

VHE PEOPLE'S BURDEN AND VHE LANDLORDS REWARD,
Thie Birmingham Improvement Scheme was Slarted ip 1878, Cop
poration Street was carred through the * unbealthy area,” and while
large sums were paid for the land acquired, the value of the adjsining
Tand was greaily increased, The landlords are Tectiving higher rents as
a resalt of the improvement, while i 1508 the yearly charge on the
ratepayer was f23,000 on the debt incurred,
On Jnae rpth, 1584, Mr. Joseph Chamberlain, #iving evidence be
the Housing Commission, said
“ With regard to all {hese fmprovement rates ¥ cannot anderstan
why the ground landlord should escape from his share of the cop.
tribution. A1 present it js charged upon the oocapler. It appears
to me that the ground landiord is benefited inmensely by the gepera:
improvement to the place to which the mmprovement coniribited,
and I do not sce wity b shouald escape scot free,”

In 1905 the same site

2,000 t0 maintain

fore
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.T%%E ;@%?@iﬁwﬁﬁg WAIT FOR REMT THE PEOPLE WalT

FOR WORK AND MEALTHY HOMES.

The Yirmingha
of the City bounds
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ent Board Ins
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hotd up
tal 13 un

would willingls

HOLDING BACK LAND FROM THE
LABOURERS IN BERKSEHIRE.

Berkshire parnisi.
bet-gardens, thers
cannot be gob ¢
s suited for the @
et thers arc hunde S auac“d' T
o i hoidings. The hardly ever dl(,i_i.h et
from £ 5 600 o oy the froehold of thiy
s GO0 per acre for the fre :
from £400 10 4600 ipjg ;;utf;;b j th
(264 per acre ground ront. fus nugh o
Chort ar t“l s and overcrowding in beautiful C
tirere are SIS and o,
Laooper aces, the val n the
Ty rated at 205 per acre, and 30 th
¢ rated at 205

OOKEAM s a tvpi
nader  farms o
building  lar

RATIHG THE LABOURERS' COTTALES.

ﬁ;ﬂf‘ workmen's ootiazes at’ Cc}ok’};ani,, 04

P 1a ' i ,TC rated &t Lo 105, tach, or £04 f}jj o

m ~CLR("1? ‘g families who can only get one-fifth _::
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while the landownes
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for o fulf acre.  The
the landowners, b
employment to E’;-. 1
and kept men out 0f
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o for the Tax Collector
ey whizgh the indastey

The Budget 15 now law. ) I% }l}r?ilt, :
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: L'c.k;‘ for the benefit of the State 105
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FHE CLYDE AND LAND VALUE —WHAYT THY PEOPLE
PAY AND THE LANDILORDS RECEIVE,

1E Clyde made Glasgow.”  'We have all been told ihis story
In the old days no ships conld come up to the City, N o;,»" iiir;
river has been deepened and widened, and trade is carried on wi*‘;
the whole world. Tt is this trade which has jed to the growth (‘:E‘(}ii&;ulo-t-‘-ﬁ
* The Clyde made Glasgow,”” and so far as shipping is c?)ncerr_wd the: {?\:"i
Trust made the Clyde.  They made it by Tevying shipping ;121;:% on :I'Ij.1 ‘
swiaers, who passed on thesc dues to the mer ts, g{',-b;; ; ,,sd ih{n ff;_
1o the people of Glasgow.  Therefore the people of Glasgow made ltl)i
Clyde.  The making of the Clvde has made Partick, Govan, bq{;bto};}
Renfrew, Clydebank, and Dalmuir. [t has sent up ”i.h;': :q‘auf_, :x '{1,;‘
nd on both sides of the river.  The landowaers recoived £6 56-6 41; f;";;‘!—
i Clyde Trust for land between 1866 and 196G, A fc Cd.i"b a'fron w:
Ulyds Trust paid Mr. Speirs of Elderslie £164,500 for 119 ncre%;; at E%'a?xh‘c;v ;
Bince then they paid Lord Newiands, who voled against the Budget,
£B4.307 for 19 acres af Meadowside or 1,400 years' pui‘clmse of the r'i{i_ci
able value, Up o 1006 the Clyde Trusices had spent £8,200 bm} in cm-i_
proving the Clyde. That is, the Trostees take the money of the peaple
f;f'} make the Clyde navigable. The river makes the laz'mi'value‘. aic{?}“’
Irust has to pay this value to the landowners for the right to use the land.
The landowner wallss 0ff with a handred thousand poun?is and is ot S
te leave one hadlpenny for rates, ' o

i

THE CITY AND LAND VALUE,

! 12 at Ve ORVEn place of business. Thev have made
streets, laid out parks, Drought in a water supply, and carried out sev ”n;(;
schemes. In doing these things they have made ths Iand valuabis ;sbt
the landowness again take this value. In 18¢gy the CQl‘PC?:;‘ELT.iOIi’ ‘jz?r‘i
:58,000 for 7o square yards of land at the foot of Buchanan 'Stl‘eé't L’;;l“i‘;;
iz af the rale of £555,142 per acee. Iu 177y this land was sold at tiﬁe fait;
of £Gon per acie, 56 that during 120 years its valwe imcressed akwmost .
thousandfold. The industry and expenditure of Glasgow citizens maks
ihis value, but the landlords veceive it o

WEHAY THE DUHE PAYS AND WHAYT HE BECTIVES,

- In1po8 the Duke of Montrose, whe voted against the Budget, demanded
fe6,000 from Glasgow Corporation for 380 pores at Loch A ot ‘HC{‘—" x&
awarded £19,0600.  This land would be rated at about 64, per acre am’I zEd:
ke wounld pay gs. or 105, to the Stirlingshire County Council. ;}Zi:mssé(‘p;:
:{\ﬂ be a good law for the Duke which enables him to receive from cae T)}{}}ij;f
,»fd_y £50 per acre, and W0 pay to another public body on the assuséﬁwgzﬁé
of {m‘ per acre, loss one-half because it is agricultural land.  The pe;}yig
of filasgow bad fo pay bim 2008 years’ purchase of the assessment on which
h@ paid rates to the County Council.  Forty vearsy’ purchase wordd l:;w’l
iberal price, but the law gives ity times this sox B o

2
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Tar Town Council of BEdinbur
in the neighbourhood of Grasten. The land belong
Buccleucl:, and comprised 195 seres, partly buill
average at £5 s per aere. At 30 yeams' purehass of
the price woeuld have been £165 per agre, and the total - the land
£37,325.  The Town Council paid the Duke of Buecl £324.600, or
214 vears’ purchese. Thus is the town hampered in its o ion, and has
to pay for its development, 1f f124,000 was the true salpe of the land,
then the Duke of Bucclonch should Liave paid rates on this value instead
of at £z 105 per ace. )

required land for prnchon of Gasworks
to the Duke of

1 ratad on an
value

aach

VALUE CREATED BY THE COMMUNITY--
WHAT THE PEOPLE PAY.

aed to an
s of the
- ancther
5 Q0T
of the
LEE YA

Over & handred yoars ago the Tewn Council of Edinburgh o
ancestor of the present owner of the Warrender Estate 14
Borpugh Muir for the sum of £10 85 4d., and a few 3 ]
acre was added for a trifiing payment. The feun-duly was in
muted for o payment of £go0.  These 15 acess now coMprise i
present Wigrender Istate of 71 acves, from which the owner
annual incomie in feu-dutics of 8,000, while there are still some 14 actes
anfeued,  AM this is extracted from the inhabitants of Edinburgh as the
price of the City's absolute necessity to obtain the use of the fand.  Awnd
rom this £8,000 per annem the said owaer pays not one penny o the rates.
The inhabitants pay the rates, which go to enhance the value of the land
in cleaning, Lighting, and watching, The Landiords should be rafed on the
veal vatue of the land, The Pesple pay—the Landlords reccive fhe vatug created
by the Community.

THE PARKS AND LAND VALUE.

The Edinbargh Corporation paid for Portobello Park £ Hose-
barn Park /8,700 ; the land for the Fover Hospital, at Colinton blains,
f20,500 ) while there are also Blackford ML, the Braid Hills, Inverleith
Park Powderhall Park, Bellovne Park, which cost large soms,  The
Corporation spent thogsands in laying them ont, and the resuit for
the ratepayers was the privilege of paying higher yates, aud for those who
Vived in the neighbourhood of the parks, probably higher rents and higher
sens.  Thus the Landlords are patd high prices for the land, the valase of
which the people create, and they are paid again forv the benefit the parks
ring to the householders, and they are not asked to contribute ons hali-
penny out of their fou-duties, or the snms paid for their lands, to the City
rades,

The Pudget is now law. It provides
and toprovements.  If malkes it
take for the benefit of the State those valuos
cxpendifure of the people create and matntal idie land can be taved
into use, to the heonefit of all, and kile mon W et employment. The
ihle te repeal the taxes an

fox the separate valuation of land
able for the Tax Uollector to

which the industry

il
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A WORD TO THE

By W. R. LESTER, M. A

O ask why you can't get land, or why rents are so high when
I vou do manage 1o get a littie bit, 1 wHI tell you why, and show

youthat the remedy is in vour own haeds. T will show you that
vou can easily get all ihe land you want at a fair rent, without
harming anyone, and that this will rajse wages over the whole
country-side so that you and yours may Hve in comiort at bome
without emigiating to other lands.

I am s member of the Co-operative Small Holdings Society.
We have 150 members, and have managed to get holdings for
ghty at rents of about 4os. per acie.  But, though the Connty
Conncil has donc iis best to help us, we have been unable 0 got
any for {he semaining seventy members.

Omne of the farms we got covers four hundred acres, and befors
our ents only employed seven labourers. Fifty of our small
aolders now work on this very same land, and make a better living
than the labourers did. Se there we have found useful work fos
iorty-three extra men. And, what is more, the wages of casual
Labour in the district have risen by 6d. a day, because so many men
have now found steady work on their own account, not needing
te bunt aboui for jobs as before,

But why can’t we find land for the remaining members
of the Societv 2 The reason is simple. Al round our holdings
fie Targe farms, which rent at about 185, per acre, and one of them,
which extends to six hundred acres, only employs twelve men,
For this farm our men would give 4os. an acte, and make it pay.
But {or reasons best known fo the landlord we cannot get it
Possibly sport and geme may have something to do with i,
Maybe he wants pheasants and not peasants. How can we
change matters 50 that peasants are preferred o pheasants 2
iet us see

PEASANTS NOT PHEASANTS,

Tlas farm is worth 40s. an acre, since that is what small holders
are willing to pay for it. Why, then, shonid it not be rated and
taxed at 40s. mstead of ondy x8s., as it now ig? Surely if it is
worth 4os. it shonld pay rates on 405., whether used as a farm or
23 small holdings. If this were done, how much longer do yon
think the landlord would be content 4o use it as a poorty coltivated
lexm which oaly yields kim a rent of 185, 7 You may be quite sure

43
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he would jumyp at the small holders and their 40s. rent, _i*
that way alone could e fod enough money o pay IS
tnxes. Then, at last, I sants would make way faic( peasa
aud our seventy landless members would get to work,

KEY 70O LABOUR PROBLEM

N
her

Here 15 the key of the lubouwr problemi.  Value all Jand, whet
in town or country, at its real worih,  Make owners pay rates and
taxes on that value, 2nd the land of England will soon be unlocked
1o the people of HEngland, There }’fﬂi then be :wor!{ in abundam;
for all, and wages will further rise, as they have gslready donc
vherever small holdings are plentifal, o S .

Don’t be deceived by the cry of those timud poliiclans who
tell us that the taxation of land valnes is only good for towns, and
should mot apply to agricultaral land, The tax on fand wraiueis
will do snore for the agricultural districts and people than any-
thing else these politicians have to offer.  Valuation of 1512‘9‘(‘,_1_7;1"{11:‘::‘[
he the first stop.  Withont il, Small Holding Sdaemes, Land I‘)xiilg:.b,
and Land Development Acts will only send up the price oi .kil-!q'
At the very hest they are but vain and ill-advised efforts to b ing
the Iaboarer to the landlord, whereas the tax on kmdr val‘uesi 1\
malking the fandlord pay taxes on the true walue of his }gi:
whether used or wummsed, will bring the iaz"ldl@rd o ‘ghe 19“?)0*”,.;,
and farmer, beseeching them to work his fand. Besides, it “i
correspondingly lower the burden of taxaiion now falling so heavily-
on improvements and wages. o . o

Don't be deceived by the cry that it is the forcigner with im
“duemped ™ goods who keeps you out of work and your &1,;u
down. That is all a sham. Uspemployment and low w ages are,
cansed by our unjust system of rating land, which means iis bad
use or even shuts it {0 labowr altogether.

Therefore, demand tazation of land values, wh.iazh
maang the unloeking of land to Inbour, and * the making
of England less a pleasure ground for the rich and mors
5 freasurs heouse for the people”

DO NOT BE MISLED.




i.—Speeches by Leacimg_ Conservatives

: R BA&F@@R, speaking in the Free Trade Hall, Manchester,

171l 1gog, said :—

"ope
Taxation of nd Vai

o e of 1L;1s3; Values for rating purposes is legitimate if
tan be shown th 1 Iand or the val hi ‘ :
ues which vy 2sire 1

Lo }ucg " you desive o rate

hich are not Paying theit fair share of tha I;} i ato,

- N Akl CE Faie

s a perfectly legitimate argument All fw e

o e ., S orgs of

e A\, benefit by the rates ought. If vou can contriv e

mr] W0 contribute to the rates. i The T eation of

ARG } - e . 18 Taxation of

et s e e Wiy no mierference with security—it only sneans

I <L WG 1o = i

¢ gain by the rates should contribnte te the rate.”

SiR MICHAEL HﬁGKS -BEACH, now LORD 37, ALDWYN,

il ) - and at
¢ {onser ¢ Chancellor of the Excheguer L“
& L 1

House o e speaking
use of C@mvm 18 during the Budget Debate 18g4, said - e
' <A

‘Let the right

honoura
e o able gentleman (Sir William  ar court,

right
ight, iovent means of + :
v e g axing the in 3
;}.ﬂt{{i Propesty in the neighbourhood of tow 15, creased value of
hat kind I will s h :
N b‘.H upport the right honowrahie gentleman as re
= VOOV e BEIoN . . E, !
dcﬂ A ﬂ\g, e ase I thiak it would be fair. 1L 20w there i B
& he valius of 1- Ny 10 A great
e Vi o1 jand in towns which at 'nes“nt escapes t o
,.; 3y =% —r Q ~.<*; ” d ‘
TY Bource, and I think it should ¢ possible—1 kno Y&z b
L ¥new it io

be very difficalt-— i
3 ¥V o annouii-—it erealyl
culd be desirable to O remedy that injustice.

In an endeavour of

'ri'

LORD ROBERT CEGHL, in the Hous

hird Reading of the ¥ mance Bill, Nover!
, LT,

se of Commons Debate on tha

2anl

]

TG0g, answering ihe

statement that the Toet
erment that the Tories had e specch
ad made specches on lond values, said -

U ¥es, I guite agree; 1 do
T not think 4ha
50, bat I agree that -
servative opinions h
value.  But what {o

at I myself have cver

“ ()a)I

8 iarge number of honourable gentiemen of

ve Dot gentiemen of Con-
dged themsslves (o the ¢

or ¢

axation of lan:
As a substitute for .

ocur existing system of

A4,

Conservalives and the Tazation of Land Va'uss

vating, which is a perfoctly sasy and rational proposition.  You have
already the principle that land contribuics 10 the local rates, and the
guostion is whether the rates should be levied upon the improved
value or npon the site value, This is @ {air subject of discussion, and
1 do not think anyone would suggest that the alterations from i
proved value o site value is Socialism, or any extravagant or neyvel
proposition.” '

MR. ¥. E. SMITH, K.C., M.P.,, speaking on April 20lk, xgro, at
the Waldorf Hotel, on the Sceial Policy of the Unjonists, said -
“Then the Budget was introduced. Tt was useless ior them as
o party to pretend or argue that there was not, in fact, a fundamental
distinciion between land and other subjects of ownership. The
essential physical consideration that land was, after all, lirnited in
extent, in a seose which was not true of any other commaodity, did
moke a difficrence . . . . in the degree of control which might
be asserted by the community over land on purely public grounds.
So far as he knew, no Comservative bad cver approved of the land
proposals in the Bundget . . .. Bubt thal was & totally different
proposition from saying that, lor purposes of municipal rating, you
night entitle the municipalitics to readjust the basis on which their
systern of oppidan (urban) rating depended . . . . B there was
anything at all in the cry vpon which the jand taxes were now funda-
mentaily founded—public increment—it wonld be a matter for grow-
ing consideration in the fntare how far ihat increment was naficnal
in its character and how far municipal, It might well be & subject
descrving of iheir consideration as a p'L;iv to determine what would
and tmusi be the position of the great muni ipalities towards the

tax.”

- Conservatives in Parliament.

Tver since the publication of the Report of the Roval Com-
mission on Local Taxation, proposals for the reform of our local
rating system bave been continuously hefore Parliament. The
agitation in favour of taxing land wvalues, with the corresponding
relief of industry from the burden of rates, became a great mumcipal
movement, and grew until upwards of six hupdred local governing
hodies joined in petitioning Government to cairy this much-needed
rating reform into effect, by giving them power 10 assess land valoes
ceparately and to levy rates upon them. Numerous Bills have been
introduced into Pwliament in which the new principles were
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Jonservativas and the Taxation of Land Valuse,

Comzoryatives znd the Taxatien of Land Values,

embodied.  Dwing the Comservative admivistration prior to 1gob

THE MORNING POSY bhas been a copsistent advozaies of the

. . . . . - . L e 13 - ;9‘. Oin
siw such Bills reached a seeond reading, but were not proceeded, rating of Jand values, and has frequently refersed to the subject 3

with.  The speeches on many of ihese occd

. s i - Tonmo artie Ts R
SH0O8 - are nsiymciive, December 2rst, 1oob, & leading article said :

e =~ - . - - s
The record of voting is given below, o

T : T Ty
“a rate levied on the walue of bulldings {the present syste
55 a & direct discouragemo

In 1003 thirteen Unionists voted in favour of the second reading
of the Land Values Assessment and Kating Bill

ating) 5 a tax upon building enterprise | itis : 8
iii:; l:;;:lu&trv \;s{*hi.ch in these days of an urgent hOFsmg E)Ar{,)b]ﬁﬂ}:
ane of the inéz;stries most in need of escouragemment. Afﬁi r::;:\
upon nnimproved land values Is not oaly f.rc.e‘fro-m)‘ t]hg wr?&;;;.,‘:
discouraging indusiry, but may directly assist in a ..sf;“m‘xtm fai Ltb
housing pioblem by hastening the development of building estates
in the outskirts of great cities.”

3

In 190y thicty-six Unionists voted in favour of the second reading
of the Tand Vilwes Assessment and Rating Bill. Mr. W, W,
Rutherford (Liverpool, West Derby) secopded the modion in a
powerind speech, and Sir A, Rollit (South Islinglon) and Sir G. Bartley
{(Morth Tslington) spoke in support.

THE OBSERVER, March 13th, Ig10, said :—
“ It would be perfectly n accord with Unionist arguj.rnant duri-ng
sion o give the Iocal authoritics the option of taxing local site

In 1405 twenty-one Uniopists voted in favour of the second
reading of the Land Values Assessment and Rating Bill. Mr. Austen
Tavlor (Liverpool, East Toxteth) and Mr. Hazmood-Banner (Liver-
pool, Everfon) spoke strongly in favour of the measure.

last Ses
IS 3
values for local benclit.

MR, ELLIS BARKER (the wellknown Unionist pamphleleer),

3nﬁ~Pu§)§i£aﬁ@f§s and Press Articles writing in the Ninsfeenlh Century and After, says —

THE COMSERVATIVE CAMPAIGH GuinE (used in the General

dlection of 1g06) says .

* Mo reform of the Iand system can be complete wﬁthvoutua h‘.i()Ts‘!
of the rating system. The British sy.sten‘a of local ‘tax;}tﬁ)n i5 & mszz
unjust system. . .« . It I8 indeieﬁszblne e s u?t ? ca:.} 3 :
such as Chatsworth should be rated no higher than the shop a

It is natural that the friends of the working and middie lower
classes should desire for them, and that those classes should desire
for themselves, more roomn to Hve in, more commodious dwellin :
and rmore alr and sunshine and light arcund them. and more relict
from the burden of house ront, which probably in proportion te thaiy
incomes presses more heavily upon them than apon other classes of
the comumunity, No policy could be more fatuous than fo meet
these aspirations, whesn moderately pressed, with s blank non Posstmies,
or with a ory of *Robbery!’ A man may be quite justified, as a matter
of business, to refuse in the meantime to Jot at a feu of Lzo per acre
land which he expects in o few years o lef 9or a feu of £100, and +o
be content instead to let it for agricultural purposes gt £3 per acre ;
but whether or not it is economically a sound policy, # is certainly
0t robbery to reguire him to make a contribution to the revenues
of the commugity, on whose growth and prospetity he velies for fhe
enhanced value of his property, upon a scale which sha¥ bear some
relation to the return he might have obtained, but prefers in the
meantime o forego, The proposal is advocated, however, not only
ot account of the advantage to the rates, but also because of its
tendescy to bring bailding land into the markes On reasenable

i g A
ferms,

4%

H i - 5 wner of

struggling tradssman. It is egually indefensible that the 0w1;.u_ Ie)
gy % g e o i
building iand worth £100,000 whe lets it at {300 for graxing, s 101_1 (_;
he rated only on that £300, and thus bt encouraged to restiict the

ewiension of the town, and to incrvease the rent and living expenses
of its inhabitants.”

Truly, as Lord Robert Oecil has

said, a large number of hon. gentie-
men of Donservative opinions have
pledged themselves to the taxation

of land values.
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Leafiet 27,

HEN the working class is referred o there is invariably a
3 s - IR i H )
doubt as to exacily what class of the communitv is in-
dicated.  Sontetimes the unskilled labouring <lass is meant, some-

tintes this and the artisan class together. It & a common coourrence

to exciude clerks, travellers, shop assistants, manag gers, foremen,

n fact, all other workers who earn their daily bread by their own
exertmns, omermse than by manual labour. The workers of 1hc
nation really comprise all those who assist in

L

=

the production of
wealth, from labourer and artisan 1o managing director,

THE WORKERS CREATE WEALTH,
LANDOWNERS APPROPRIATE IT.
The working class of the communit ly is really the backbone
of the State. Upon their sctivities and ¢ smpetence depend (he
prosperity and well-being of the mation. The wealth that the
nation creates, uses, and acoumulates is ihe direct result of {heir
labours. They bear by far the largest share of the rates and taxes,
yet, strange to say, the recompense they et for {heir exertions is
greatly out of proportion to the enErgy, »mc;}n e, and skill they
expend and the wealth they create. The lon wiers, who rezp
the lion’s share of the wealth browght inlo cuhteme do nothing as
such towards its creation. They are the leeches who, w Hu:vly
48

aation's

or unwillingly, s

cutwardly appea: Why, 13 ig
¥ §

Yo . 3ty oy TR T ] o
its  energles ars commped and

disease,

These individuaks owne—al any rate, the Sesainn 1 recognised

s wiich we live,

as legal by the law, even {.‘»3-’ the Church -
fhm {c;;mo'i he fagd

factor in the existence 'm@é 1‘\,{1fd‘ 'f humanity,  LBuvery ‘;;n(\"s"-”t

,
want of the human race—food, clothing, implements of commercizl

Fi)

and domestic use, anvthing that can be thought of, depends {;u'

the use f}f Iand, either dicectly or indirectly, for its production.
To breathe the air we maost bave land 1o rest on; even when we
take passage in an airship, or o a vessel on the sea, let us not
forget that land is pecessary io the production of the airship or
vessel,  These individuals have complete control over this necessity
to existence, to hold out of use, a3 the whim seizes them, or o
demand or extort the utiermost limit for permssion to wse it By
all mortal reasoning, bow can it be just that the control over this,
the first and principal gift of nature fo mankind, should be in the
hands of mdividuals to exercise as they choose without restraint of
any kind 7 Can we saddle the blame on the actual individuals ¢
No. The fault lies in the law of the Siafe; the system that
legalises such conditions. 1t is only human nai ure, after all, that
an individnal, in pos
obtain wealth withouot reizsing a finger to produce i, will :md dees

sion of the means whereby he can legally

stick to the privilege like 2 hmnct There are few, in a like positio

who would not do the same,

THE EVILS OF LAND MONOPOLY.

Before seeking a remedy let us examine some of the evils this
system propagales, and bhow these evils affect the workers. First
of all, for all industry-—agricultural, manufacturing, or commercial
~land is an absolute necessity, and in order that indusiry should
flourish 3 must be obizinable in sufficteni quaniities, and on fair
and reasomable ferms. Factories, workshops, furnaces, mills, all
these and similar human bechives require land in abundance, and
on such ferms as will allow of profitable working, 1t Is necessary,
iications, to raise raw materials ; crops for the

1%

10y

with the same guali




feeding of the people ; to build dwellings

ul

abundance and accessibility, or otherwise,
‘“{iuti vy through the railways. 1M a3

ey which its track
25 must be proportionately high‘

this fazes indusiry and adverse

If land suitable for any particular indostry is not easily
accessible, €1thm beconse of the abnormally high price, or lxr_um;“
the owner will not lease or sell in sufficient quantity, it logically
iollows that the operations of these particalur producers are
cramped and handicapped. A large proportion of any profits
that might ctherwise accrue is swallowed by the high price or rent
demanded,

High-priced land divectly hils the industrial capitalist, the indi-
vidual or company whose capital is invested in the conoern. Bither
il f".ii}‘{}_("}f

their operations are lmited and siinted because of ins
of space or the high proportion of iheir capital swallowed in fand
vurchase or rental. They have, therciore, insufficieni room for
machinery and materials, or else insufficient capital {0 buy the
requisite quantity. It therefore follows that they cmploy less
men than they otherwise would do.  Here is one of the root
causes. of unemployment, causing *cut-throat com-
petition ™ among workers, small wages, and long
hours, And with this heavy tax upon enterprise profits are
encreached upon, and employers must work theiv emplovees
fer all they are worth. This further tends to reduce wages and
lengthen hours.

An example of how our existing sysiem prevents the exiensiog
of industry comes from Derbyshire :

Glossop draws all its prosperity from three or four coiton
factories and the great paper mills of Messts. Partington.
Messrs. Partington ave on  freehold land, and some iime
ago Mr. Edward Partington said that every {oot of that land
that could be utilised had been brought into use. More land
tan only be had from Tord Howard of Glossop on prohibitive
terms. Some time age the frm wished io make a private
raitway 10 the works, A lease, they were told, could cnly be

RO

g*:anted on terms which involved the entire surrender of the

e A
Laads,

Thus we see that the exiensiom angd

dustrisl concern was checked,

building ths 1‘aiiwa}’, many vundreds

have been employe
1

sporiing them

T
o omanafacinring the necessary materials and tra
to the sceng of aperations, Further, there would lave been

esaployment for many in operating the railway, and the scope of

¢ hands e

the firm enlarged, the output increased, and mploved.

s
tazice of cases that zre brequently oocur

This is only an ins
ower the country. Whensver an enterprise s ripe lor ex ﬁfhhi(}ﬁ';
its progress is buarred by this land famine. Not only is proe
hampered by scarcity and dearness of suitable land, but
new ingusizial concerns are prevented from stariing

J
.

ondy at the commencement or exiension of industy
land guestion mtervene.  There is another aspect.  Many by <~5msa{>s
—a large proportion, we should say-—are carvied on on land that
is heid on lease at a fixed yearly rentsl, which rental is alwavs the
same W L{,tl“«:r profit is made or not. When this lzase exg

3 1%
S, 11

and in the neighbour-

sk

itable

sariably the ca
hood iz gnobtainable, the Ean.{icswzwi? i5 m oa position in demand
what price he thinks it for a renewal.  So just, i
enterprise s beginning {0 make headway, when t
of excessive rent and cramped space is Eremﬁ overcome, round

comes Mr. Landiord and demands a pice fat ransor for the privilege
sed vental

of being allowed o continue on his land, and an Incre
under the new lease.

The high prices paid for land evenfually come out of the wages
fond. High-priced land means low-paid labour, and
lowspaid labour means reduced purchasing power
of the wage-carner, and thus restricted trade.

THE RELATION OF RATES AND TAXES
TGO INDUSTRY,

Tt is given as ome reason for the bed state of iadustry ar

commerce, and rightly se, that rates and taxes are abnormally high,

51

nd




At first glance, this might pot appear to be connected with the

land quesiion.  On Yooking into the matter deeper, however, it will

be seen that the guestion of high rates and faxes is but ancther

vhase of this ever recurring problem.  Kates hn-l laxes are pay-
menis for services rendered, services that can only be rendersd
practically and efficiently by the Government of any slate or

and inclade the provision

community. They are necessary serv
of Army and Navy to secure immunity fom imvasion and protec-
tion to commerce, the making and repairing of roads, the cleansing
and sewerage of towns, police protection, and every want of the
comamunity as a community. These duties help forward the progress
The effect of good administration 15 reflected in the valae e of land.
Good administration creates a desire in people to live and work
ander that administration. 1t is natural that people should want
to Lve and work where they and their property ave securely pro-
tocted, where the roads are good, where there is a good water and
lighting supply, and the cleansing and sewerage sysiems are
cfficient. Thus a demand for land arises in a well-governed country
or district, causing a rise in its value. When a demand for land

of the community as thiey are carried out efficiently or otherwise.

is so created the supply is totally inadequate—inadequate because
come landowners specially hold land out of use, the object, of
course, being to keep prices and rentals at an inflated height. Our
system of assessment for rating and taxation encourages this state
of affnirs, for individeals are raied and taxed according to the use

he land is put to and not according to the benefits derived from
the administration. And yet the more extensively and eficiently
these public duties are carried out, which means 1he higher the
rates and taxes, the greater the value of the land over which they
operate. It is plain, therefore, that landowners receive benefits
for which they pay little or nothing. But these henefits are paid
for, and it is apparent that the other porticn of the community,
the industrial classes, pay more than their share. Their propor-
tion is further imcreased every time land is required for public
purposes. Whenever it 13 found that Jand i so required the land-
owner concerned knows that it is practically an absolute necessity,
and is then in a posilion to charge enormous prices. And he is
generally not slow to take advaptage of the posilion of the
authority in need of his land, as the followi ing instance bears out :—
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A proper v s
numbering some six hing zl oF Jw\:
recently application was 1 mde to the loca
to provide such a sunphﬂ After comsk
good and abundant water was found on suitabic
from the wvillage, worth, for agricultural purg}a
£76 per acre. I\eg-:mai.wns were opened wit ¢
Walter Long, who praciically owns the who!c of the
and whe fixed vpon £950 as ihe porchasze of the one

ea s
S

vequired, plus & royalty of 1d. per 1000 gallons

gallons should any of

the water found on bis land be supplied o anv other

This payment has to be made by raising the rates. Thus a
the indostrial classes further penalised by unfalr prices
fand required for public purposes,

TAXATION REFORM AND FREE LAND
MEANS FREE PRODUCTION,

We think that it is dear that product :
impeded by lack of suitable land, the ransom prices

A e ]

that which can be got, and ihe inequitable system of |
and taxes. This hindering and impeding of
every branch of the commercial and industrizl

duction were carried on freely and faifdy an
capital and labour wonld be required. The :
extensive production, the greater the field for thos:
employ their capital, and the greater the demand
More offices would be nesded, with emplovment for
book-keepers, eic.; more warechouses and agencies,

warehousemen, fravellers, and agents ; more sh wps would
required to sell the products, with the necessary
wnd others employed in the retail trade. There would be more
goods for the railways, shippers, and carters to carry, consequently
ihere would be more employees required in " y

‘ | these branches of
industry., More machinerv and materials would be necessary

and more men would be wanted to make the

e,
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As the demand for labeour grew so the posifion
of the workers would grow stromger, for only when
labour is in great demand does the opportuaily come

for a redress of gricvancess

The workers would be able to demand and get fairer rates of
pay and fairer hours of labour. This alone would create a greater
demand for labour by increasing the purchasing power of the
WAgEe Carner.

This prosperity among all classes world mean an ipcreased
demand for goods, and so create a market for ncreased production

THE REMEDY
FOR UNEMPLOYMENT AND LOW WAGE%

¢ is certain, ihen, that the remedy for the present stale of
industry lics in the solution of the land question. How is it to e
solved ? How can we ensure that suitable land would be readily
accessible on fair and reasomable terms? Qur remnedy i 2
wniform and universal tax on the value of land. There is land
in plenty couid it only be got at. At present land kept idle is
cither rated and taxed on an absurdly low assessment, or else not
a2t ail.  On the other hand, the more a piece of ground is used, the
more it is improved, the higher the assessment. We propose that
411 land chould be assessed for rates and taxes at its frue market
value, This would bring beld-up idle land into the market, or ebe
compel the owner to make use of it The landowner would have 1o
d5 this to meet the tax. Thus the supply of suitable land would
be increased, and it would be found that enough wonld be on
the market to meet the demand. Consequently owners would
have to be satisfied with reasonable prices and rentals,

THE ONLY JUST SYSTEM
OF RATING AND TAZATION.
It may be said that this may be oll very welt so far as

bringing plenty of cheap and suitable land inte the market is
5%

eoncerned, but is it just 7 It i perfectly just. o fact, it is ibe
only must method of rating and taxation,

it i the presemce and activily of people on and around any
it iz value. T fhere weie no
industricus people there the land would have no value at ail As
the comrnunily 35 ‘responsible for the value land bears, it is omnly

reasonable and just that the comumunity should satisfy its wants
as a comuminiiy from the realisation of that value.

particular viece of land that g

1f our rating and taxation systems were worked on the basis
of assessment on land value, it would be possible to repesl those
vbhnoxious rates and faxes which bear so hardly on industry at
the present time ; and instead of a man being penalised for his
industry and enterprise hie woukd be encouraged to extend osnd
develop lus activities,

We assert, therefore, that the solotion of the evils of ""mfm‘i'f,f,

4%

Unemployment, Bad Housing, and the other social ills which are

resulis of these anomalies, Hes in a veform of our sysfems of !uu

tenure and raling and taxation, and a corresponding relicf of

Tudustry from {he burdens it now bears, and which affect the
industrions clagses so grievously, bj the Taxation of Land Values,

S. §. PHILLIPS,

Ahe Fnited Commitice for the Tawpation of Land Foalues
are slhways witling o answer dnguwiries bearing on fhe
tand gquestion, ond especially, where possilile, Io send o
feciurer or speafer io fake part in o debofe.
«

You are invited fo {interest yourself dn the ignd
guegtion, and fo commenicate with the Publishers, whe
swill be glad to supply yon with Lawnd Valwes Hierafere.




WHY IS THE BUILDING TRADE SO STAGNANT
AND SO MANY MEN IN THE TERADE UREMPLOYED?

FIRSTLY.—DBecause the builder camnot get land on
which to build on terms that will allow him to‘offer his
buildings at a price that will tempt bayers z:%nd lessc?s,
and at the same time leave a reasonable margin of profit.

SECONDLY.—Because our systems of rating and
taxation further tend to minimise his chance of profit by
penalising him in proportion as he is industrious and
enterprising.

THIRDLY. Because the same Jand and taxu’_tion
systems that penalise and handicap the builder, llélll'dica’p
all industry, and thus restrict the demand for the bmid?r s
services for new or extended houses, shops, and factories.

Liet us give an illustration. We know a case in point—3g very
typical case—swhich will show what We mean very c?tﬁaa&:ly. It lzs
a pretty village in Berkshire, where city men particular W»Dlh_d.
like to dwell, because of the good ratlway service, and_ becausg of
the beautiful and healthy surroundings. Al the land is owned bv
two landowners. There arve some beautiful sites for houses suit-
able for men of moderate means, and in certain positions fhe
ownersy of the soil have put up boards : “ This valuable building
land to be sold or let on building leagse.”  For fifteen years th.ese
boards bave been up, and there have been hundreds of applica-
tions for sites, but rzu"ely ks o deal been done, for the treatment
applicants receive stops business. This 15 what ha?pened a shori:‘
time ago: A certain ciby man wrote to one Pf the laudowngrfx
sgents asking the price of three acres upon which he had _Se-t .hls
heart a8 a site fo build a howse on. Ikt was a corner of a bare
ploughed field of about fifty acres, After abouf six weeks' delay an
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answer camé that the price was [1,¢00-—0r £300 an acre—and itowas
stipulated that 2 house of not less than £1,500 cost should be erected
by the purchaser. The man who was inquiting, ¥nowing something of
ibe rental value of houses, pictured in his mind ihe sort of honse that
conld be put up for £1,300, and found that the average ¥ind of tenmant
for that kind of house standing on three acres of ground could not
afford 1o pay more than fioo a year rent.  He figored that this {1o0
a year rent, the income whick would come from his investment should
he ever want to let the hicuse, would not, as a marketable investinent,
fetch more than £2,006, so¢ that he was wally being asked to pay
£3,000 for what was only worth £z,.000. This meant that the price
asked for the land—/1,500—was £7,000 more than its market walue.
He thought it over carefully, and came to the conclusion that, being
a wealthy man, he would not mind being bled to the extent of L300,
and so he made an offer of £1,000 for the land. Months passed, but
he got no reply.

See what is happening here. A man is willing to give employment
to a builder to crect a house. The builder is then willing 0 give
employment to Lricklayers, to stonemasons, to carpenters, to loiners,
to plumbers, to gasfiiters, and varions other workmen, who, in their
tarn, would handle things produced by brickmakers, by guarrymen,
by wood merchants, by hardware makers, by pipe drawers, by metal
merchants, by glass makers, and all kinds of tocl makers, who, again,
in their turn, would employ labour, A golden chain of wages would
immediately be set up. Emplovment for wages, which would arise
simply from the bringing of a small piece of land in Berkshire into
proper use. But the landowner prevents it It costs him nothing to
keep the land idle, and he knows that if he holds on long enongh
pressare of population will force men to pay o high moncpoly price for
access to his land.

Thig is but an example of what is happening in every district,
whether land is wanted for building operations or for any other indus try.
This is why builders canuot build houses at g profit, and why other
trades, affecting all classes who create the demand for the builders’
services, are stagoant and dull

THE TAXATION OF LAND VALUES WOULD RIGHT ALL THES.

A tax on the value of all land, used or wnnsed, raral or nrban,
would force landowners to bring their land into nse. Buiders would
be able 16 get land on reasenable ferms.  The value of land is created
iry the labour and expenditure of the whole population, by the roads
which the people provide, by the railways which the people cause to
Be made, by the exchanges, by the markets, by the water supply, by
the gas, by the cleciric light, by the tramways, and by all pablic
utilities made by population for the use of ponulation.  All these
things increase the value of land which the private owner of land
enjoys without Hiiiag & hand, More important still, the land would
be cpened to all industry, Dringing prosperity to all classes, andg
creating the demand for moere houses, shops, factories, and the ke,
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i ia d i Ainister, the
TCopy of Memorial presented to the Prime ;?mms :
) pyiﬁhagwémr of the Excheguer, and the other M(—;mbtrs_s
of the Cabinet, on the 3rd August, 1910, signed by 143
Wembers of Parliament.]

‘Q‘@ the following Members of Parliament, desire to place
wig on record our grateful appreciation of the efforts of
the Prime Minister, the Chancellor of the _E}:chﬁqi}ar, a-nd) he
other Mergbhers of the Cabinet, in placing apon the =%>:ia};ztﬂ$e 1.:(_){)I~%
of the couniry the Budget of 1809-1910, which for the first
{time recognises the principle of the

arate valnation of land,
and thus provides the foundabion necessary Aor sud; imbbu
peforms e will result in securing for the people of tl’.&-i.ﬁ.!(:(.‘illﬁtl._?d
o more aguibable distribution ‘of _'Lhe bufdens of thej ?otate’,‘ m
ceourine to each the resulhs of his own iabour, and in openmng
ap the land $o shose who can make the best use of it

We therefors vespectfully urge the {}Qiﬁmmem to continus
and develop the policy inaugursied by the Budget by—

x

- Tiand Values available for public needs;

industry from monopoly and undue burdens of

() Completing the policy of Trpe Trade by
(@ Becuring greaber opportunities o produce 1n our
‘ own eountry by affording greater opporbunbies to

use the land; and

£

that remain on the food of

by Abolishing the dubies
the people.

VWe ask that this policy may be coarried into effsct by—

: i1 o d e £ 4y T edyail ~F 4 T anq
(1) Hastening the completion of the Valuation of all Land,

:mngi;ﬁ from  nnprovements, provided for in the
Budget of 1909-1910;
(@) Making thas Valualion accossible fo the publie;

i

; Lioeal Anthorities o levy rabes on the basis

of that Valuation,
i —— EX o . . N < o
() Tevying a Budget Tiax on all Land Values, to be applied

£
{¢} In providing a national fund to be allecated foward
{a) In pro ng

gh .

cost of
Maun Boads, Asviums, an
the o rates ) and

v Wducation, Poor Reliel

the 4
B i Folice, thersby reducing

(o In substisution of the duotiss on Tea, Sugar, Cocoa,
and other articles of food,

it is claimed by the Advocates of the
Taxation of Land Values that the advan-

tages of the Reform set out on page B8
will be — '

(1) To dake the burden of rates off dwelling houses, faotories,
workshops, plant and machinery, mining works.
. warehouses, offices, and all industrial and business
I es, and all farm baildings, drainage, fencing, and
other agriculbwal fmproverments )

»

(2 To break down the barriers which land monopoly now
opposes  to  municipsl, industrial, and  agricultural
development and enterprise, and thus to cause the
land everywhers to be used in ways more advantageons
to the workers; )

(3) To male it possible for move, better, and cheaper dwellings
to be provided in towns and villages, to make smail
heldings and allohments obtsinable on falr derms, and
generally to free dustry of all Linds — sgriculbure
mining, forestry, building, manufaciuring, engineering,
public works, transport, disiribution — from burdens
asnd restrichions, and exbend the field for the remunera-
tive emplovipent of labour and capital in fown, subarb,
and country;

(hy To secare for the agricultural indusivy a genuine measuve
of relief :

{5) To make national services a naticnal burden, and thus
give elffective rebied to pwral digbricts from the excessive
pburden of rafes which now falls on them in providing
for what are Isrgely mabionsl reguirerments

oy

&) To cheapen the cost of Tiving for the mass of the people,
and fake away the only plassible argument for saeifi
mongering and the pretence thad proteciive fazes can
be imposed which will not wmeresse the coest of living
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A Siriking Object Lesson 2

THE MEDVEVAL GASTLE AHD THE TAILOR'S SHOP.

Castle dnd Ground ocoupy 503,%{%& Sguare Yards.

Tailer's Shop gccupies .. »s 9
Castlc and Grounds rated at ... gg%g
Tailor’s Shop rated at .
fise Land for pleasurs and You are
THIS favoured.

MEANS : 4 for industry and you are penalised.

Change that by taxing Land according
MORAL - te its value, the only just systemn.

n of Cardiff stands a great medieval castle, itr“_:pelf

nrrounded by its moat, s gardens, conservatories,
lakes, home farm, cedar plantations, recrea-
tion grovad —— in a magniﬁceutﬁdomair‘a af .“?i acreg 1(510&{:.10:(;3
square yards), cut off from the sordid world by its ifm al ba 6}
{reowns from a height of 140ft. o the busy hive
- i;;;i\ile;(fg be%on s to Baron Cardiff f_}f Castle Cgﬂ'dlﬁ, other-
the Most Noble the Marquis of Bute. The defensive works of
fendal foriress, ave fold, remind one of the Middle Ages.
Similarity with medievalism goes farther ; the owner of the Last}o
<lso owns ihe greater part of the town, and levies ‘trﬁmtfz Ofl‘vh:’
pecple just as his medimval ancestors did; é)i}t, instead of Iiccg);;,q?b
it im I raomal service, he egilect§ it i ground lfr‘m ax}d jc_le a‘ 9
i1 retarn for these services om his part, relieves him of paying a fai
share towards the faxation of the country. - )

Cardiff Castle, with ail its medizval magnificence and its exten-
sive private grounds, is rated at f92z4. Near b"%{ oA i.aﬂ_(>1"s 5110}:},,
with an area of 47ft. by goft. (470 square yards), which i rated 1t

further comes fo the e of the Marquis
n oas & O disiress griculturist under the

t with regard fo bis home ferm.

meliis | 1is great K
i

8

147, And the State
+f Bute by ireating
Agricultnral Rates Ac
$an such 2 system of taxaticn be just? if nol gugt,t *whi
jolerated, when by taxing fand .af;somimﬁ to its m;:. u;;?:
unimproved valug, and net according fo the uses tﬁﬁw séz 2 5
may be pul, we can remove the injustice. This iang refs
means lower rents and lower rates.

G

i_@gﬁ_e_i 8.

&

A TAX ON LAND VALUES IS NOT A TAX
ON LAND, BUT ON THE VALUE OF LAND.

YHUS it would mot fall on all land, but only on valnzbie
land, and on that mot in proportion to the use made
of it, but in proportion to its value. 1t would thus be

a tax, oot on the use or maprovement of land, but on the
ownership of land, taking what would otherwise 2o i the
owner as owner, and nof as a weer of the land,

In assessmenis under the Taxaiion of Tiand Vakies all
value created by individeal use or hmprovement would be
excluded, and the omly value taken into consideration wonld
be the value attaching to the bare land by reason of neigh-
bourhood, public iwmprovements, ste.  Thus the farmer would
have no more taxes to pay fhan the speculator whe held a
similar piece of land idle, and the man who on a city ot
erected a valuable building wounld be taxed no more than the
man who held a similar block vacant,

The Taxabion of Land Values, in short, wounld call upon
men to contribute o the public revenues, not in proportion
to what they produce or accumulate, but in proportion o the
value of the natural opportunities they hold. Tt would compel
them to pay just as much for holding land idle as for putiing
it to the fullest nse.

THE TAXATION OF LAND VALUES,
THEREFORE, WOULD:—

{1} Take the weight of taxation off the azrienltural
distriets where land has litfle or no vaine, irrespeetive
of improvements, and put it on towns and citles, whers
bare land rises fo a value of tens of thonsands of
pounds per acre,

a1




The Taxation of Land Values, therefore, would—

o mulbiplicisy of faxes and 2

sinplify sovernment, and greatly

6 would do away with fines and penalties now
w on anyone who mlpirawh a farm, erects & house,
Wipe, or in ospy way adds to the general
cenith and employs labour. 1t would leave
free to apply labour or expend capital in pro-
ek or exchange without fine or restriction, and
wonld leave to ecach the full products of his teil,
whether of hands or bralo. :

it would, cn the ether band, by taking for public use
that value which abiaches to land by reason of the growih
and improvemend of the community, make the holding of
land unprofitable to the mere owner, and profitable only to
the us 1% wonld thus make it impossible for speculators
and moncpolists to hold natural opportunities—such as valu-
able land—uanused or only half used, and would throw open to
labour the ilmmitable field of employment which the earth

Gffers to man.

YOI ARE VITALLY INTERESTED AND
COMCERNED IN THE LAND QUESTION

important thot you should obtain gound mforma-

and 1t i
{ion abous ib.

Plesse comimunicate with the United Committes for the
Tarntion of Land Valwes, Broad Sanctuary Chambers, 20,
Tothill Street, Westminster, 8)W., or with fhe Becretary of the
1 b , G, Wast Nile Street, (Glasgow ;

BE E,ugf m‘, 71, North Sirest, Keighley;

NE Lpagun, 20, Ciannon Bireet, Birmimgham ;
RatUk, L34, Deausgate, Manchester ;

Toant Varuns | .AGE_H-;, 90, Pilgrim SBiveet,
~on-diyne ;

v THIE 3
il Siyvecl, W er&(;n, :;.Yx

L:)nduu ”
™

RESCLUTION ON FREE TRADE

Adopted at a Meeting of the Anti-Corn Law League held !
King Sirect, Manchester, December, 1838,

“Holding one of the principles of eternal justice 4o b ths
inalienable right of evary man fresly to exmchange the result
of his lnbour for the prodnctions of other peopls, and main-
taining the practice of protecting one part of the community
at the sxpense of ail other clagses to be unsound apd unjustif-
able, your petitionsrs earnestly iroplore your honourable Houss
to repeal all laws relating o the Importation of forsign corn
snd other forsign articles of subsistence; and o carry out %o
the fullest extent, both as affects agriculture and manufactures,
the true and peaceful principles of Free Trade by removing
Wl exisbing obatacles o the unresiricted employment of
industry and capital”

BICKHARDG COBODEN'S piain words op
LAND VALUFEER.

Speack af Derby, December, 1841,

*It is 5 war on the pockels that iz being garrvied on; and
I hope to see gocleties formed calling upon the Legislature to
revalos the iznd, and put a taxation wpon it in proportion to
that of other countries, and in proportion to the wants of the
Stata, § hope I shall see petitions calling upon them to revaius
the land, and ithat the agiiation will o on asliaterally with
the agitation for the fotal and ioumediaie repeal of the oorn
laws, and I shall contzibute my mits for such o purposa,
Thers must be a Lotal abolition of sll faxes upon feod, and
we should ralse at least 30000000 5 yesr upon the land,
and then the owneors wonrld be richer than any landed nvo-
prietary in the wod”




