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ciousness that percedives the patterns
and harmonies =of naturally contoured
bloreglions 1s a guantum leap from the
ego~separative, linear way of conceiving
the world that: stakes out straight line f
poundaries wwrm S¢ many sguares on a
chess board. _

fTecological consciousness saeks to B
integrate the human kingdom with the
ether kingdoms: of nature and szeesg the
human purpose and responsibility as
that of caresetaker of the sarth. Ego
centeved conscicusness fights and
sguabbles over these lines of merely
human demarcation and seakz o CONQUEr ,
exploit and dominate the life forms
therein, including the morse unitive,
earth centeredi psacples, the tradi-
tionais and natives throughout the
world, .

A bioreglconal form of governance
has emerged over the last faw yesars
in the Czarks, a very distinctive _
regicon currently composed of parts of
five different: states., The coordin-
ator of the Ozark Area Community
Congress (CACZ), David Haenke refers
to the work of' s UHouw@wazww congrass
az "ultva green” politics. This is
thelr task as he sses it: -

by Afapna Harnizok
Education Dirnecton

Bioregionalism is an emerging new
perspective freom which to wvisew North
America and the rest of the planet
as well. Iingtead <¢f the usual boun--
daries separating huge nations and tiny
naticns, huge states and tiny states,
rareas are defined by natural formations
and contours of the earth itself = the
mountains, Hw<wwm\ watersheds, and
‘deserts. The lifeforms of these regi

have had their. unigue identities moham&
and imprin ﬁma by the particular work
of nature herself, Even in a cultur=~-
ally homogencus nmation like the USa,
cdialects mn& customs, diet and culture
vary from region to regien. The bhio-
reglional map op this page was created
by asking pecple throughout the land a
simple guestion: "Where do¢ you live?™
Bioregional: identity can be on dif-
ferent scales.: Cne might identify one-
gelf as being from Appalachia on the
larger scale and the Cumberland valley
on the smaller. The significant
perceptual shift is that one becomes
eco, or whole earth conscicus, rather
than ego, or nation state consclous.
The eco-logical, unified earth con-
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process geis Ah Line wilth and
nednvested with earnth po qnd‘ th
thans-numan foxces mwnﬁ_g‘maammq
run the nmg:mﬁ. We are talkding the
fiuman cenfer cut ¢f podatics he

and putting human bedlngs as «a
specdes bach Ainfo perspective -

one species coeperating with others
under the paradigm ¢f natural

bicregional Law.
CACC -has been meeting for four
years and involves representatives

from nearly 200 organizations.

More than a network, the congress

is patteyned along lines similar

to the ancient Irogueois Confederacy
and maintainsg 12 standing committees,
including education, health, energy,
and economics. Consensus ﬁmmowcﬁHOﬁm
developed in the committees become
the censtitution which is then
activated both inside and outside

of the established political struc-
tures. ;woo sees its task as
building a’ UHOH@@FO& run under
acological law, or a bicpolitical
unit run according to the politics

of ecclogy. More than simply
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environmental def nse, political

moowqm& is defined as "sustaina-

bility under ecclogical law." As
a Congress, it serves to empowey

individuals and organizationg who
are working to attain a sane and

.harmenious way of 1ife.

While CACT has not 78t developed

a clear Hms@ ternure and tax policy,
we can see a’ mH0domwmm of the path
hwwbm n the work of the
iance with its
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excellent six state study, Who Qwns
Appalachia? and who pays {(and
doesn't pay) the taxes. Awareness
of the inequitieg highlighted in
this report has led to various
grassroots land and tax reform
efforts, notably the Kentucky Fair
Tax Coalition, documented in a
recent CBS Bill Meyers special. as
beocple become more conscious of the
economic forces operating in their
varlious regions, more attention
inevitably will be paid to the
vital issues of who owns the earth.

The old egocentric attitudes have besan
mirrored for many centuries now in our
HbmﬁHnCWwosmpwmmﬂ.wwsa tenure system.
The right to secure bossession of the
products of cne’'s labor has for past
ages been extended to include exclusive
Possessory control by the individual
to the earth itself, with land under or
misutilized while millions starve for
lack of ‘accdess. "The consequent maldis-"
Eribution of mterial wealth has jeopar-
dized our political democracy more than
any other factor. Few can ccnceive how
the accumulated wealth of the Rocke-
fellér family can exceed the sum total
of all that can be claimed by poor
whites and non-whites in the whole
country., This excessive wealth and
the resultant contrel over politicians
and the political process has made it
impossible for the US government to
respond to the needs and desires of
the people.

The United States is unwilling to
cooperate ¢n the international level
as well, To many globally aware people,
the recent performance by the Us at
the United Nations has been a great
embarrassment. While 117 nations
voted for the Law of the Seas, thus
affirming that the deep sea minecrals
belong equally to all, the ug was

orne of only 4 votes against it. With
111 naticns wveting to end nuclear
testing, only the US voted no. While

Reagan may be the most blatant evi-
dence that something is deeply wrong

T With oUY HEmocracy, IE is FYEELeult
to feel hope that any cther president
will meet the challenge of the present
crises asz long as the underlying
economic structures remain intact.

And it is even fmore difficult to
imagine that the needed fundamental
restructuring of ogur eccnomic system
will occur without the transformation
©f the United States as a national
entity. [

Signs that the nation state as
currently recognized has served its
term are most clear among the
bioregionally identified groups that
are springing up throughout
America and the rest of the
Glokal biocregional gonscicusnes
& great aid in dissolving ocur :
ficially constructed nation-sta
identifications. A much deape
authentic identity extends fro
family to community to bioregional

Conseqguently,
and our institutional structures .

our consgciousness,

as mirror, can break through the
naticn state identity both wavs -
centralizing to the planetary

level through appropriate functions
{glebal resource agency, world
court, peacekeeping, for instance)
and decentralizing to the bioregiona
and local levels. Political power
and decison making, aided by proper
use of mass media and communications
must be coordinated throughout the
various levels. Taxation policy,
and human rights need to be based
firmly on the egual birthright of
all to the earth itself,

Ralph Borscdi, a global rhilo-
sopher, vproposed that the various
functions on the different levels
be clearly defined and funded from
an appropriate source. He proposed
that local communities collect the
value, or ground rent, of the sur-
face lands, bicregions be Ffunded
by subsurface mineral values, and
global functions by a porticn of
the first two, plus the deep saa
rescources and whatever materials
.might be used from outer space,

What maintains the natiecn states

in their present form, outside of
our identificaticn with them, is
our material support through the
varicus tax systems., We feed the
nation state with out’ labor, four

months out of each year in the Usa.
While many miillions will now march
for peace, write letters for peace,
and pitch in at local non-profit

Peace <enters, how Hms% are reaglly

ready to cut the cord and refuse
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BIOREGLONALISH con.

OQur federal tax system is no lohger
effectively supporting the welfare of
the people on:any level. Our consti-
tutional rights have been ercded decade
after decade until it is often hard to
distinguish the power of the president
from that of a dictator. O0f what real
use is a pledge of allegiance to the
centralized power structure in
washington DC with its ever increasing
numbers of miserable and impoverished
citizens? A respect for and determined
committment to values of 1ife, liberty,
and the wﬁHmGWﬁ of happiness, freedonm
of worship and expression, prcduction
and exchange is one thing. Blind
adherence to fossilized political
structures guite another. Why, for
instance, should theose on the West
Coast have any more affinity to the
European colonized North Atlantic
Ccast then %o the asiaticg Pacific Rim?

We need to affirm basic human rights-
economic and political - throughout
the world and to support those insti-
tutional structures which are working
to restore and extend those rights.

To assert that any of these human

rights rests with the continued
existence of any particular nation
state (i.e., political, Individual
rights with the USA, or econcmic,
social wwmrww with the UZER) is
guite simply, a neanderthalian world
view. m

Equally arichaic is & pesition
that eguates a particular nation
state with either the devil himself
or God's kingdom on earth, Imma -
ture people who have nect recognized
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the complexity of 1life project all
good or all bad onto the super-
power conflict, thereby fueling
the fires of alienation and
separation. A better way 1s teo
affirm the common dimensions,
needs, and aspirations of the
human experience throughout the
world.

The new world view would
encompass and transcend the
highest values of both right and
left. It wonld affirm political
and economic rights as comple-
mentary, valuing the earth as the
common heritage of all while
acknowleging individual rights
to the preducts of one's laber
on this earth,

Georgist é&conomic pProposals

clearly touch this point of synthesis.

How else to explain that it has been
both praised and condemned by forcés
on both the right and left, that
Einstein, Churchill, tTolstoy and

Sun Yat Sen all promoted it with
vigour? How else to explain how
informed peocple in the worlds of
business, lakor, public finance,

and environmental protection have
all affirmed the value of this
approach in reaching their goals?.

The Georgist econcomic philosophy
is simply an extension to all of
the earth's land and resources of

~the basic principle of common

heritage already affirmed by most
of the global community in its
endorsement of the Law of the Sea
Convenant. As such, it is an

appropriate ideclogical tocl for

puiiding the emerging new worid
order on a fair and firm foundation.



THE GLOBAL BRAIN:

mvmncrbﬂHozm ON THE EVOLUTIONARY
LEAP TO PLANETARY CONSCIOCUSNESS

Author: Peter Russell-
Publisher: J.pP. Tarcher, L.A.
v o 1883 -

A book review by Amenic Azevedo

Twelve years age I was teaching a
class in "Mysticism and Science" at
San Francisco State University. ‘Those
were the end days of the anti-Vietnam
protests, There wae a sense of
disillusicnment on the part of my
students. One of themn exclaimed:

We have to change curselves begone
we can change the wortd!

She was fuggesting that meditation
and spiritual work would altimately
transform our politiecs and economics,
Our institutions will not change at
the roots unless we as pecople change
cur basic outlook. I spent well over
S€ven years unpacking the meaning of
this teaching from ny student,

Twelve years later I had the
rleasure of pending some time with
Peter Russell, whose book GLOBAL BRAIN
éxpresses the impact of our inner
work on ocuter conditions. Peter takes
& wide perspective on *he évelution of

-capitalistiand communist systemd

(4)

Russell uses the now popular
word "synergy" which connotes the
idea of "many cemponents naturally
and spontaneously functioning
together in harmony with the whole.,"

This dees not mean that suoch
(high synengy) societics axe fjull
of do-goodens desperately trhying fo
help each othen; rather, they anre
sdocdeties in which the sceial and
Piychoclogical structures are such
that the activities o4 the Individual
are paturally in Fune with the needs
of ctherns and the needs 0§ the group.

I sense that Henry Gecrge's
solution of taxing the ground rent
is a deep systemic shift that would

promote this synergic state.

Peter Russell sees that both the
are’
such that "the personal reality still
is one of "I"™ am "in here™ and the
world is "cut there", of an "I versus
you" mentality. Essentially this is
the problem of the self failing to
identify with the long term interests
of society and the earth - even at
the risk that everything may fall
apart. A soclety of more enlightened
beople will bhe able +to drop this

"I versus you" perspective. This is
what spiritual work such as meditatior
is designed to do. .

Russell's work is a tonic for
the "me and you, us ang them" form “
of thinking and being. The indivi '
dual's ego drive for control of the
earth and the naticn-state drive for
dominion simply have to go. The kindg
of thinking that ig expressed in
THE GLOBAL BRAIN is the metaphysical
background to which PROGRESS AND
POVERTY functions as a rhysical
foreground. As such, it may indicate
that the time is ripening towards a
prefound recognition of Henry George's
basic insights, :

life on thig rlanet. and notes. that . .life..

itself has already gone through sevaral

crises where it would have ceased to

.exist without some dramatic development.

Of the current phase he writes:

Humandity appeans zo be rapidiy
approaching the breaking point.
there are two possible cufoomes:
breakdown o breakthrough.

And

Readers of Henry George may well
be pleased with Russell's view on
population. He notes that ten hillinn




ANSTALLIMENT WAS TNAT CUrrent ITequiTtles
in the political structures of industrial
societies must be dealt with first for
two reasons: - (1) existing economic
inequities are inherent %o existing
political structures, and (2) existing
political structures are legalizing
ineguities far beyond the ecocnomic
ones, inciuding political ineguities

of such magnitude that in many cases
there is no solutien short of very
radical nwwnwm.

This installment deals with the
kind of economic considerations which
should be given 1n such political
restructuring., It proceeds in the
form of a series of friendly amend-
ments to Henry George principles.

F The value of land and other
resources is not, as George assumes,
all generated by "the community.”
Much of this walue is natural value
generated by Nature; and some by
specific identifiable individuals,
often in the face of community
resistance. And the full human
value of a natural resource iIs not
adequately measured in the market

place. The market place valuation
often ignores, or under-values,
values, which include value to

future generations.

d. The most basic value of land
and other natural resources is that
generated by Nature. For instance,
one of the most valuakle, because
indispensible, rescurces for us is
water. Yet it only has market value
in dollars and cents insofay as it
beccmes scarce. Similarly with other
natural resources.

is of dourse true that heavy

uge of ‘a natural resource, human
pollution ommwﬁ_ and human population
increase is what usually denerates any
scarcity that may exist at any time in
a given region. But neither "the com=-
munity" nor any individual should be
rewarded for generating market wvalue by
way of generating gcarcity! Quite the
reverse, The fact that a natural
rescurce increases in market value
doesn't necedsarily @ntitle those ras-
ponsible to be rewarded. In some cases
it may be E:mw more appropriate to pena-
lize them, namely, when they create
scarcity. :

It
humazn

H t is of course also true that indi-
vidual and community effort does often
enhance the value of a natural resource.
In such cases reward should be given to
those responsible for the enhancement,
Ermﬁﬁmw individuals or "the community”,

hope,
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can be rented out without adversely

affecting their natural value and
{b) those which are naturally dimin-
ished in value with use. The price
of such non-renewable resources
should not be determined by market
value, however; rather, by the cost
of generating their equivalent for
future generations. Insofar as no
equivalent can be generated, abso-
lute limits should be placed on
their use.

kr Those natural resources which
can be utilized without depleting
their value should be rented out at
full market value (assuming appro-
priate ecological and ethical con-
trols on the market). This stipula-
ticn must be made in the political
structure governing economic activi-
ties. Rents must not be determined
by majority vote, such as in Fair-
Alabama. For renting at less
than market value invites profit-
eering through sub-leasing.

W T suggest that 50% of all
market rental income from a given
natural resource be attributed to
that generated by Nature and such
value shoeould be distributed eqgually
to all persons on earth. The other
50% should not go to governments
except as it can be shown that a
particular govermnment has generated
it. Goveérnment should not be con-
sidered identical with "the commu-
nity." Government administration
and services should be paid for by
those who have freely agreed to pay
for them, presumably because they
value themn.

4. The rewards and penalties in
cennection with diminishing or en-
hancing the value natural resources
should be determined by some governi:
body which serves as trustee,and not

owner, of the earth's resources.
Thus, state ownership is no improve-

ment over individual ownership.
Resources must be held in trust,
for the continuing henefit of all
creatures. ¢

.
Y

lﬂ As society becomes increasingl
technological productivity results
ever more from capital and less from
human laber. If everyone . receives a
failr sharxe 4f rental income .from>
natural resouxrcges and a fair 'share
of his/her part in any enhancement o
natural values, than all people
become capitalists. No one has to
earn all income from labor. Then

everyone benefits from automation!




6) - - °

SOME FRIENDLY DISAGREEMENTS TO
ANDERSEN'S FRIENDLY AMENDMENTS

by Alanna Haxrtzok

I think Mr. Andersen is trying
to put Georgist economics together
with the environmental ethic in =
way that I find rather -unsatisfying.
George was primarily focused on
ending the most abusive form of human
injustice =-the denial of rights to
the earth itself. The upliftment in
human consciousness and values that
would be amplified as a result would
then help end abuses on other levels

including the environmental. It is ﬂw
difficult to have a brecader concern M
when personal survival itself is bMd

at stake.

I find aAl's discussion on natural
value as opposed to markaet value- "to
be unnecessary. One aspect of nature
is not inherently moxe wvaluable than
another. Value lies in the human beiling
as valuer. Outside of human use value,
there is no inherent difference bet~
ween a valley of gold, a mountain of
coal, or a hill of beans. To say that
some of thig value is generated by
specific individuals is a misuse of
terms -humans can creaté capital
value individually but not ground xent
as the classical economists defined it.
Proper assessing practices are the
key here.

A primary reasoh why our form of
development has often exploited the
natural world i1s probably related toc
the unjust distribution of that which
is produced, As slaves and rent-racked
tenants become exhausted so do the
soils they work. Given basiec economic
justice however, I see no problem with
penalizing polluters with a heavier
user~-fee/land rental cosgt.

You say:.absolute limits should be
placed on the use of non-renewable
resources. What is an abselute limit?
Whe determines it? Who enforces it?
Another way of looking at your concern
for a transition to a renewablée resouxrce
culture is this - if our ecconomic system
was really governed by the market place,
capital would be flooding into the
renewable resource markets by now. But as
as long as it is more profitable for the
economic powers that be to expropriate
the products of labor as reflected in
increased land values, then the transi-

tion to a sustainable future will be
A

e e ey

would be the natural
policies as
any added complications.

Youy #7 statements on ownership

show precisely the spirit of Henry
Gecrge.
the
collection of
community,
he was setting up.
for determing use rights,
matter who

Though he Ew@ﬁ# not have used
"trusteeship" in urging the

ground rent for the

that was exactly the game

Conseguently, except

it did not

helds title on paper.

word

Your #8 worker/owner society
result cof Geoporgilst
he envisicned them, without

So ends the friendly disagreements
the friendly amendments, Thank vou
Andersen for bringing such issues
debate. What do our readers think?
us know! ,
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%ow. SF, wow.ﬁoz SCHOGLS
CO-SPONSOR BICREGIONAL .&ooﬂq
nozmmmmm

Along with some thirty other
organizations, the Henry George
Schocls of $an Francisco and Boston
are co-sponsors of the FPirst North

american Bioregional Congress which

will convene May 21 - 23 near Kansas
City, Missouri. aﬁwm will he the
"Filrest majoriconvealny of represen-

tatives of the continental Biore-
gicnalist movement, to include the
movements for political ecolcogy/
green politics, deep ecology, and
sustainability." :

3 1c?boxwm SOCIETY MEMBERS
omﬁ.amﬁ.mmm>x BREAD WITH Ummmnﬂommamqom@

Several associates of the HGS
joined special guests Bobl Swann and
Susan Witt of the E.F. Schumachsr
Society for dinner at the home of
Bodb Scrofani. They described their
work with community land trusts and
community development banking projects
in the Socuthern Berkshires. They were
in the wmwmﬁwm to conduct "Toward an
Economy cf Permanance", an intensive
week long training session in new
econcomic approaches co-sponsored by
Mew College of California.

Education Director Alanna Hartzok
gave a morning presentation of
Georgist economic philoscphy to

the group. :

SCROFANI COMBATS ECONOMIC ILLITERACY
AT SOCLAL STUDIES STATE COUN ICIL dede

crkshops to dispel economic
racy in the classrcom were pre-
o meQsmHm attending the
1ia Council of Social Studies
n Los Angeles recently.
i, HGS Director and History
Chairman at Berkeley High
Robert Vaughn, a former
man mﬁ Harbour High School,

Cruz presented two EOHWmWOWm
ng with the land tion in
ry and basic eccnomic principles.
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in cne workshop
case study

were

of Appalachia
using the new tableoid developed by
the CMost were sager Lo
receive copies of the "Land and
Freedom" series prepared by Stan
Rubenztein in New York. Fcllow-up
activities are planned for the almost
eighty teachers attending.

Schocl.

An excellent photographer frdm an
early age, he developed slide presen-
tations from the pictures he tcok on
his many trips. Some of the places
he visited were Nepal, Scuth Africa,
Peru and the Galapagos Islands.

Through speking, writing, and
personal contact he promoted the
Georglst philosophy whever he saw
the opportunity.

Always cheerful and willing to
help, Bob will be greatly missed.

dosic A CHANGING OF THE GUARD sl
At the ripe o0ld age of 35
I*1ll be "retiring” from the
positien of Education Director
this month in order to take on
some additienal homework with the
birth of my gecond child, ezxpected
in May.

Working with the School these
past five years has been a greatly
rewarding and c¢reative experience.
I feel most appreciative of the
many friends and associates I've
made through this weork and for
their encouragement and support
when it was needed. Thank ycu!

Pleagse put my home address on
voux mailing list:

44p Athens St.,

SF, CA 94112

ek Alanna Hantzehwded

Assuming the role of Educatien
Director will be Dionne Marx, Ph.D.
who has been long invelved with
teaching, consulting, publishing,
and counseling in the areas of
cultural evolution, education,
and psycho=~spiritual growth.

She is gcurrently teaching at
John F, Xennedy University and
the-Melia Foundation of Berkeley
and is looking forward to inte-
grating an enlightened perspective
cf ecconomics within her work.

i ok o ok o o ok o e o o o Sl SRt ke o ok o

There are several openings now
on our Board of Directors. Persons
interested in contributing to the
School in +his way please call us
at 864-1614.

Newsletter Editors:
Alanna Hartzok,
Robert Scrofani,

Education Directo
Executive Directs
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