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western bishops attending the
April meeting of the National
Conference of Catholic Bishops
(NCCB) in Chicago unanimously
approved a radical statement on
land based on the concept that
the land is a gift from God to be
used for the benefit of all people.

——The statement,; “Strangers
—and Guests:-Toward-Community—

in the Heartland,” analyzes cur-
rent land issues in light of the
Judeo-Christian principle of
stewardship and proposes spe-
cific measures aimed at bring-
ing about “justice in the distri-
bution and use of the earth’s re-
sources.” :

The signing of the document
by the bishops represents the
cuimination of a two-year
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HENRY GEORGE

‘hearings i the il.stale area,

which inciudes 44 dioceses.
Amendments, additions and
deietions suggested by partici
pants in the diocesan hearings
were incorporated into the sec-
ond draft of the statement, whick
was then sent to the 44 bishops -
and diocesan hearirdz%s coar-
scussion
The final statement, com-
pleted by 40 bishops who par-
ticipated in two meetings at the
end of April, is the fifth draft.

Also approved at the Chicago
meeting was a proposal to spon-
sor an gxtensive follow-up effort
that will include pmducin? &
one-half hour documentary film
about the land statement and

publishing a study guide to

- asked.

BY REV. HARRY VALASEK -
o we need taxation?” Invarisbly the answer
given is — “We nesd money 1o run govern-
menti” This is not the answer to the question

The answer should be — “no.” Taxation is .
only one method of rzising money for govern-
ments. Governiments {politicians) then spend it

Rm. 4624, 55w, 43nd S4
New York, N, Y. D038

for what they think will get them_ reelected. -~ e

_ _The _American.. Heritage . Dictionary- -of —the— -
English language defines taxation as: a burden- .

some or excessive demand; a strain. Some older:
dictionaries also defined it as: a fine. These:
two definitions best describe taxation. :

When a police officer issues a citation for _

reckless driving, a fine is usually paid with money
or time spent in jail.
used for iaw enforcement, driver education, and
other legitimate functions of government. The
purpose of the fine is to discourage certain con-
duct, Little objection cen be made to that,
Buring our daily living we pay many taxes,

The. money collected is

process that involved some accompany the docurnent. most obvious is the sales tax. It is a burden, :
12,000 people at 400 open These efforts will be funded 3 strain, and increases the price of what is pur- :
jointly by the 44 dioceses and Chased. ) it can aiso be vrewe;i as punishment for !
: carried out by the Heartland m“d‘g"t”ﬁg a sale. i
ey . Project, the office set up by the ._W at is ;he difference betweerr a slave and an
C@ﬂSlﬂ erin g bishons to coordinats the rewypit-  INCOMe taxpaver? One hupdred roent of what
- = ing of the staternent. . the slave produces is confiscated by the “slave
. : . only a portion of what labor produces
The 12 states invoived in the ©OWPef. on n ot !
Tax Status land staternent are Colorado, - 'S confiscated by the ™tax colfector.” The dif-
linois, Indiana, locwa, Kansas ference is a matter of degree, not substance.
Ch l‘viinnésota, fviis:souri, f\?ebraska: “In both cases the workers production is unjustly
aﬁenge North Dakota, Scuth Dakota, mk.?.;:‘ Eichth C —
Wisconsin and Wyorming. e I'Q'J ommaqdment says ou shait
rot steal,” the most viclated of ail command--
NEW YORK (NC) — The head In the prqlogue to ﬂ“‘{ state- ments, and most often violated by the tax col-
of an abortion rights group said  ment, the bishops describe the lecting powers. - '
his organization is considering conditions thqt occasioned the ' Rev. Valasek is an Engineet at NELG. .
how to compel the government to ~ writing of ‘Strangers and - . : *
rgvoke the ttgfxempt status of Guests.” POLITICAL ECONOMY » 'l;he science of the nature, |
church-related agencies backing . - . production and distribution of wealth.
political candidates who oppose ¢ trI,fcntdu :\;‘léersglg rl lscge;?g rr:i LAND - The whole universe except man and the things -
abortion. production is ming moce }px'(}ducv.-cli-I by man that h;v: exchangih \'ra:lu;.C sical,
H - . Pulivtn . LARPR » Human , howew t S1Ca
Among those cited for heavily industrialized end con- ¢ however much m?:t;lg,yc'x;tefiiﬁ;dncliug wiafd:.
WOlanons_ls the St. Lom,s Review  centrated in fewer hands, and" WEALTH - Any material thing produced by man from
{report in St. Louis Post- the earth all too frequently is: land or its products that has exchange value, !
Dispatch, Nov. 3, 1978). being subjected to harmful O CAPITAL « Wealth, by the use of which labor is being
"We have done nothing yet; farming, mining and develop- | - applied to other wealth, or to land, in the production
we're study strategy.” said ment practices. o BRENT - The landowner's share® of wealth for granting
Lawre_nce Ifa er, pres_u_ient_ of “Such changes are adversely - access to land from which or on which wealth is pro-
Abortion Rights Mobilization affecting our rural people, their | duced (whether or not the community be the ownes). |
(ARM), on April 36 in New York. way of life, their lan ar’ld the | Noge: The rent of any given land is determined by its F
gll:r}ier, he had said ARM Witi;r national and international ?éoxi:lmvm over the productivity of the poorest [and
nned 0 go to court unless the oo univcon which Tl use . ]
government began enforcing the  them to satisty their&mgder?ﬂ : s o [be laborer's shate® of wealth for labar per- ﬂ
égﬁnfh";mgggs'; ]?:::?li t?éa‘??é according to the bishops. ENTEREST * The capital owncx('s shags® of &wgd;b for
i N i : ti ission o use {ie, for lendi ¥
used to back political candidates thii 13 tal.s: ?;late_d in tge prologue | Sresith wsed (as capital) i producing 1t "8 3
opposed to abortion. b‘ah lslt se ;E ention of the 118 the laborer es bis own lend, then, being both laaglord snd 3
At the time he made that iSnops o Spe. on behalf of laborer, he receives et an vnﬁcs:gf e qwns the ¥
T “those who have suffered o8t uaed but not the land, being laborer and capitalise, he receives
threat, he cited 10 cases from k6 , 10%€ L o TOBR | wages snd saterest; if be owas both land sod tatal bog bons 4
ARM’s files. All but one involved * 1o the Changes in the rural ferest S71hen o Fafital s e ey ST, wages ad o
scene: family farmers. farm- I R Do AT M e for when capital s wsed the lending
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