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“helpless poverty, with its attendant frain of misery,

Cattvibutable 1o the prevailing inequitable distribution.of wealth. Thetefore it is that. #h

the Land Question.

The dire social ills, which ts many may seem the inevitable accompanimen o
: in material civilisation—insufficient earnings, umpi

‘Social Problem of the tawentieth century may be briefly summarised as : How fo seciire
“equiitable distribution of ‘the national wealth among those who, with brain or with muscle
ctly.and indirectly, contribute loward its production. ~ All suéh wealth has tobe produted
lLabour from land, including under this latter ferm all the natural forces and opportunilies
inherent’ in land. Hence it is that the social customs regalating and delermining th
“velations of the masses of the people to the land of the country they inhabit, necessarily
i remain the main faclor. determining their social, political, indusivial and. econ
conilition. - Hence il is, also, that the solution of the Social Problem irvolves the

Hfing unemployment, 'mjtfe_sézf-ﬁhzf

vice and crime-—are -all direch

1

oy CAMEOFIT. _
“THE leg.end about Mahomet visiting the

“heavens, encountering couniless vicissitudes
=on: his way, and returning fo earth in tme
‘40 pick up a pitcher he had accidentally
“upset on leaving, and that before a single
“diop of its contents had time to escape, does
- not now seem io me so meredible a feat as

“tare may not be quite so marvellous as that
“ptihé wreat prophet, but at any rate 1t would
Aome M as a gooﬂ secorid, To be " wafted
by & fav'ring gale 7' from the humble siation
“of a retiring taxpayer to the exalted office of
Lord Protector ; to hold that office for a
Fudl twelve months ; tocrowd mto this short
“span of tirme the work of a whole and possi-
iy of several generations : and to accom-
plish all this between sunset and sunrise, is a
“performance unparalleled by anything in
“history, and is comparable only to the mira-
“culoiss journey of Islam’s renowned prophet.

i o L : " But T had better tell my ta_le: framthe
POLITICAL OUTING, AND WHAT e

celestial vegions,wandermg all over the seven
hen'l first read the story. My own adven--

“ have been—unconsciously—one of the mo- .-

beginning. : EEREE
Fine weather, good- company, and the’
prospect of a much-needed rest, enticed me
away from my work to join the members of
the local Democratic Club on a pleasire
excursion. As a means of recreation -the
outing was, as far as myself was concerned; a”
complete failure.  There can’ be no mental
rest, as | have discovered to my cost, among
& crowd, of earnest, enthusiastic politiciass, .
especially at 2 time when the industries ofa -
couritry are paralysed by a great sirike, and
a great constitutional measure is being the
subject of animated debate both in and out
of Parliament. ! might have known asmuch:
Yet now, after the event, 1am not quite sure © - 75
but that the prospect of being able to listen
to 5 discussion of the politics of the day may

tives which made me respond to the nvita- .
tion. Be this as it may, | went ; and it was 5
not long before we were in the very thickot -0
the social problem, and the pleasure party - 0
soonn constituted tiself Inte a kind of
debating society. o i




: - -I.recogmsed tha.t each -
the same trith & Lo
hat from this pai recogmhon i ~part;

the (:onfusmn As is-usual in such e

-ather such eries re:ached
ey waved “my. hand
: g _"sﬁeﬁ&;, & v
was to: thew common - aim., . '
d hoy f&r bfeﬁe_ 1t wa;ﬂd be forthe causa'




; :. e Thls, then, shall. be OlEE Cdﬁshhﬁhaﬂ,_-
'zm& a]l the iaw therc 15 Qr"shaﬁ be e

L, fdutles wlm:h you have &e]egated_ o
o This dast! sentence . was recerved m
: found s11ence '
hought was a‘.c} jump up, an& m'.'_ )
: _neﬁr ’)fE{:Q 4o uﬁ&&i’ﬁ the * ha




nelghbours g
ar; - " from all szdeg

that ysur cfzrtzes consist in respecting

rlg}zts Qf vour neighbours. And my

one alld law, but 1he very touchatone of

o be. tolérated This 15 my first official
yroclamation. My second 1z, that all men
hall have: equally free access to the oppor-
ities of Nature, and that because without
“f‘h a“(:esfe to the $OYCes of MNature Ef*e
rsait of ]Ife, ilberty, and happiness 18
mpbssib}ef

) Equally fre& access to the opporfunities
Eat Nature’ Yes, that's what we want, bt
- how ‘can we aﬂ have 12 7 interrupted
- evera].

E. " Wait and yolur wﬂi see,” 1 replied, and
s then contmaed : 7 My third proclamanon

pro}ﬁb}ts as a matter of course, any person

* or persons to take from any other person or
- persons the fruits of their exertions under
. any pretence whatever, except as the volun-

" tary gift of him to whom such things right-
" fully belong.  Therefore, from this howur 1
: _-abollsh all taxes whatever, divect or -
& diveet.”

. This announcement created both surprise
and dissatisfaction. " You can’t govern a
" State without revenue,” came from all eides.
*No,” T answered. ™ Bui the State is
not without revenue.  For inasmuch as the
spportuniiies of Nature belong to all alike ;
and masmuch as, m the najure of things,
each separate appoy tumhr (',afmoi’ F:)L o, ;ow‘d
E}V Sevcral at the same hme
“ Speak plain t 7 We do not under-
stand your niddles,” and bke protests,
reached me from several sides at the same
fime.
“Well, then,” 1 said, ** what are called
“the opportunities of Nature ™ consist n

ﬁ‘}e or{:es of Nature, 1id ¢
_ . to'land. Bui the same
: 'the equaf l;beﬁy 10 every fme 05 .

_jobweusly, be occupied by more
‘therefore, in order to seeure to them th
."exclusivé occupation of such locality.- But'
'_ts m g&ardmw theqe hmhts, and__.
" of such Jand, each sccupier will have

“yalue of the advantages that accrue _t{} i
is Constitution shall not only be our ™~

“shillings in the pound. These velue

) pre%ent

of which apr
Tocality. - car

person or family. " Such person ‘or family

Harvest of their labours, must be secaredih

inasmuch as therehy they enjoy amo

to the community whalever may: be thy

from such exclusive occupahon :
© This is very confusmg, _ remorsstrate
several, g
“ Plainly, then, it means this, that all.
former taxes are abolished, and in their stead
is substituted a tax on land values, irvespec
tive of improvements, at the rate of fwent

!’ightfuﬁy belong toall; henée ’c}néy wi]l b
appropnated to defray the necessary pub i

pendm. thus secnring for public usés:
what 18 essent;aﬂy a public fund. Al
former contracts, unless conﬁxcnng with oty
Constitution, shall be respected as hereto
fore ; ~and no one to be dlsturbcd whs
present. possessmns This is aﬁ for the

“This - announcement produced general :
dtssat}sfaeimn and the crowd became. very :
noisy. g
*What ! Tax the, poor | farmer and allow _
the capitalist to escape? fis

“ Andstill allow the workers to be groun& i
down by the rich?’
*“ Not even a property or income tax - :

These and many other questions werde
raised, to reply to which, amdst such a7 .
tumult, was clearly out of the questton. 1.
had to make use, therefore, of the apthority,
with which I had been invested.  After the’
noige had somewhat subsided, I sayd = 70

" You have imposed upon me the duty - |
to secare to all equal rights and equal duties.

I have told you the only way in which this

can be done. I I am wrong, the remedy

lies m your own hands, Anyone who can”
show that he does not possess the liberties
suaranteed to him by the Constitution shall
have his grievance removed. For this pur-=
pose I shall now retire to my office and . -}
fisten, one by one, to all those who have "_
cause to complam o




n !'n},: 'rm{i'“-r ce ch;zm?:;{‘:r.
crowd pressing vpen me. each cager o 3’}&3-
fist.  Foremost amongst
whom

& . ihir gzizm:it; tried io o
iz o e ke room for cthers more ve
éil’}i}‘" dressed. But T wmte f;sau:t“d
“ Under the new Coos i%futhm all ;
rights by wirive of the ‘_
nod lw virtue of the ki mm of cont fh{*“ WOHT,
Firet come, hrst \sw{* o

With th e as if i had recove

‘ttle (\f r 3 t ﬂfrm;zs& f b(‘ mEn hm‘am

eitize

ﬁaftz;r &]i }ji,’. hdié»
for my bit of land.
* Explain yourself,” Tre pl%v”
bit of land do youe refer 2
“Well, T miean my share of the division.”
“ But thers 1 to be no division, m’itf«w
of land nor of anvthing Sonstie
rulion says Izotlmw of div
Mo, but it does spesk of {;mi GrIROT-
tunities ; and how can | have equal oppor-
tamties with the duke owning his thousand
of acres and 1 having
“ You have cqual opportomties with any
duke. For every penny that acerues o
them by v%rtm; of the mere ownership of
Tand ?lm have to hand over to the 5&5 i
If vou owned i, you would have to hand 1t
over. The real oW, therefore, # the
compmunity, of whick dukes and wma(};f
are equal ¢
“The it allow dukes o own and?”
. %: rtainly, oF they like 1o, \‘iﬂmi

< to you who has poss

g h&‘k{;‘ <,.()ﬂ§(:, g(}v

o

o what

nome ¢

i

the

W ].
Yor: fmve

ctizen but K
have Fo tazes the
Your of the

by the Siate as Vour §

APETGOTIA

e of the taxes.”

yi{i( d b; tbv .

we shoubd all

T

42
imes sre already full nl
So von con make youy

- And pay rent, s 2—;;;(}%(‘, s before 3
* You'll pav vent to the State ; for what-
q',;' U?‘{}'ﬂ‘ﬁ*d “‘fﬁzl her i;, y‘(}"} WY l’i(‘.‘ hav(" o
pay ; case, whe Khu You were
the nominal mﬂmw of 3 or not.

' {_}329 that” mn 1alk, ¥ there 1
: Ebz\ Eemi thm w

£ give lt up aifw
: ihw have smprovements wpon
are theirs,  Whatever is pad for
the use of these W"?ﬁ oo to the cwney, the
b ooes to the State. B oyou want land
w;ih{;m Wy Improvernents upon i, we have
(RO ;}Ecﬂ” hdmwmg v the State, w?zlf
the former cwners have rr‘l*ﬁqmsﬁ%& rather
shan pav the tax tordand which to them was
usefess. Amonest these fands ave some very
fine deer parks ¢ that i, which formerly
pd%im \iu‘u LA g)zf"‘}c:' mwz. ;‘ii}ir!{
; 2 take as much ot vias vou

Were ¢
where yer

y ightened.
And weuld it be mine, then 27
*Yours as long as you cave o keep it

sty tor o
;(3 ay o

makf’ a comforishle

ti‘mi ?ht mnlmﬂ FRET




1ty hamp.ered ’traée and mdustry

ou' have” now every . mt}ucement---

- fo become’ a wozﬂkmg man, 1f you'
- veally wish to work.” :

My first visitor, bemg cfisappomted n }us '

xpectations; assumed 'a-defiant attitnde.
-But 1 don t wnsh to wm‘k 1 an, not

e Certamly not ymi are"noi helpies

' he sald deﬁantly- 0 If yb kave closed

- workhouses, you have not et closed yo
“prisons.
s _them and then you WIH have to kee

I sbal] firid ways and means s

“‘-:'}t W‘IH be my du v




:I am not gomg to work

f cmlrse, you WIH starve"_ G

gt
many weary years, 1

i ‘scrapme. enough 1 'ge’ther toh
“piece of land and 1o bmid a ho i5e
What am 1o doniow? '

Why, I{eep it g{md Sit, an& make the
"' My answer seemcél to electr!fy

.thv‘: man 1nto e agam.

“Thén .you m’e not gom_g o take it fmm




evezybody has an equa] nqht with-

\ppIicss, and therefore to the means of t’ife, '
hat s; the landand the elements of Nature.”

- Then anybody may come and jurn me
e landwout of my home?’ _
"Oﬁ no." No one ¢an do that so long as
you care 1o stay. - You are only expected to
hare with theé others the advantages that
crue to you from the exclusive possession

therpeople haveto share with you whatever
milar advantages ihey may enjoy by mono-
slising other portions of the country.”
"“And how are you going to adjust what' '
Fani 1o give and what Larm to receive in
Jehan 27
Very f:asﬂy Wﬁaﬁever tliﬁ rental Value
“ofyionr plot of land may be, is the measarent
- the advantages you enjoy to the exchision of
~all others. - Therefore you will be required
y hand over to the State a sum equal there-
to. That is, yvou will pay a tax of twenty.
'%i_ﬂlmgs n the pound on the ummpmuezf
: Others will do the
" same, and. thus provide the funds necessary
: _'for pubim PUFPOSES.. Your returns will .
. consist in the enjoyment of those con-
vemiences which the money will proyide.”
o8 1 you tax my land to s full va]uc I8

_'fﬁ: m}t the same as if vou took it away 3

* Certainly not.  You can still use 1t the
Usame ds before, But it 1 took it away you
E .coulci noet,”

** But 15 not its value gone >

Sureiy not its utllstv You can live on
"t trade on i, and grow en it whatever it
“could yield, as before. These vahues it will
* strll possess undiminis hed, and yours will be
‘the exclusive right to cn,e; them so tong as
you pay the tax—or rmt
i He shook his head, ™ You leave me in
-'pos‘sessmn of the land, ceriair*fv but you
"_'tdx me, and that heavﬂy

3_'v£}c¥18 OF your Eaul}

panti formeriy for dess
: émf:stmm to you. ~Suppose you sold goo
toE customer ef yours and sent them home’ :
* by another mian s cart, wonld vou clarm 1
U honey for thc e:a}tage as weﬂ as for ihe
T goeds 2 :

c-urseif tu life, hberty, and the purswit of |

-hold a portion of the country, with all its. "
-natural advantages,

"land by your toil is yours. Others have to do
« the same.
fiks partmu]arspot and in retum, all the -

'ﬂ“ﬁe ]ustme of your principles,” hesmd itk B
‘asigh, " but it falls heavily on me.

B hardwearned money, and AOW ani as gooﬁ ati o

_&n annual value of £10.7

. Hav& yout not pald as much before 3™

vehwrn ¢ and ot $6 mu{:h-'

et e put a- few {:ommon—s&nse

T Eﬁc r’aﬂage roney woulé. e, of course, 2
to the man to whom the cart be]mws‘ :
Twenty shli].mg . the pmm& 2.0
O course, NS

* Thatis precisely your case. lf you w1th—

trom . your fellow-
citizens, you };ave o pay thern for the privi-
fege ; w};:]c whatever .you create-on the

Those whe would contrihute
less st be content with monopolisinia less.
Everybody is treated alike, and each has to
pay, not according to what he p possesses i:put'
'acmnfmd to value received.” _
1 do not d:spute the correctness, oy even

 You

see; sit, | have bought my land with hcmest Lo

Iesmg it—every penny.. .
* What is the value of your ]an& 3 :
" Tpadforit £740. liis assessc& now at -

“Then your taxes will amount to $10. '_

“No, certamly not.
amount to wmore than 9s.”
“ Yes, the land tax.
gether, faves and rates.
pﬁxd as much before d’ S
" Oh, altogether T have paid, let me see
—inhabited house duty, 10s. ; property tax -
I believe as much ; and rates and poor law, -
féb that is about £16.7 .
ﬁmd on your shop—is that vour own,
foo? 7
“ 1 have built it, but it"s mine only for
another eighiy vears,”
“ What rates and taxes did vou pay for
thar 3~

My fax dld not ¥

- But 1 mean aitoa:f-
Surely you have

* Aboui £60.
arnm. >
“ Income tax ?°

fhaé s not. much somethmv i}kc £6 w._.f'

It is assessed at £300 per.




_ mmumty_'. _p]a

ucation for ycﬁr children; and many other
venietices: Is thatso great a hardshlp F
These are very fne pronmses, truly;

a5 you say, whcre is th

7 500:in grozmci vent
besides my owr shop, there are ﬁfﬁces

_see these &500 wim:h ycu
id into private pockets will now

n-of faxes-made to you and your
nanis,  The annual value of ground
s amounts to mofe than £200, 90(}000
which s farabove the total expenditure, that

“this we shall be able 1o economise a good
. deal—ss-that the rent tax will be sufficient
forbothlmperml and local nceds%nd’ spend
thote. nsefu]ly What was spent on paor
aw, police, prisons, hereditary pensions o
:'-peoplt, who'had done nothing to eam them,
‘on sinecures and gewgaws, will now be
“devoted io more useful purposes. We shall
s0'save 2 great deal by abolishing customs
uses and by the simplification of taxation,
b will enable us to do away with much

mplov it more. pmﬁiably In short mstead

1§ you put it hat Way, perhaps'noi.f- S
And for these ton pounds,” Feontimued,
at your: dlsposal_} o
telegraphservices, roads; railways,
Tife: Tiberty, and : property,
" Acrally wanted to keep up lan
*becauseit has made my battle

you are gomg toreduce my taxes 'fmm s

: 0{ course, _
.--seemed to have a salutary effect on 2 &
~Tnany ‘besides himself ; for as he Tefr alar
“number of those who were waiting their tim .
nto -"the-fStaté'.coﬂars} ‘s the ‘price of . _satlsﬁeé with
'ural appartumties mthheid Thls will
' mipensate the State’ for. the . eagerly forward.” He'was excited, but that
' “kind of ‘excitement which honest: '
“when they ihink 2 wrong. ‘has been done 16

“others,

for | Tast year-was only £]85 000,000, But on

:'machmﬂry, by, at any rate, 1o . this. your idea of e{maﬁ ﬂgh{t anﬁ ccgmi.

_h‘})e}’tms & ’ -

'ti:ns troub]e far nothmg”

MY_ cnnversauon wit

Jeft swith him,- emdentiy pleased and’ weﬁ
what they had heard,
As they left one of the crowd - }"usi'ie

en feel

He was a’ rather lean man, well
dressed, with high forebead and very m—.:
’Celflgent locking. .
"l 3s-plan that you have given every.-i-
satistaction. to the middle class, and- hawe.
carncd the gratitude of the’ W}m}e bour-
geotsie,” he said, witha biiter sneer.” “They.
are to have their taxes reduced, railwaysand |
telegraphs provided, so timttheycau increase
then’ profits, and have their children edu- =
cated for nothing ; anétheworkmgmen are,
to be lefi to the mercies of the capiialist,
with not even a workhonse to go In, fest the
hourgeoisie might have to be taxed. Is




STORY OF |

: was no musiaking
smcerity of the man, nor s honesty of
purpe To el ki that be was mis
in thus wterpreting my actions, and bid

Lasve vatien

Lave peties
‘iirt-.f. end, and so forth, was -::icaviy
question. The man was not o he pgmhad
unless he coudd firsi be satisfied. Andas ot
was mv st b enlist the sympaihies of the
pe ng efor myre fm o nnﬁ £ 73 v”{}iii EURE

wee, that alb would come

‘1 am only enforcing the Constitution,
‘?m"whﬁ h,amongsz (}i_hafrs,fzmw ] H hewc-
soted, U | put & wrong construction an it
1 sin m agnorence, and bh’i!] be thankful te
YOiL for putiing me right.”

This mallificd him somawhar, and T conld
not help thinking at the moment how wrong
1t was tor people whe should pull together,
o ball out wi th each other on account of
difference of m_;;lmon as to the best methods
of attaining their commen end,

“Whar are my paa’timihr evrors of
(}Y}ls&b!{)ll oy commission ¢ L asked,

“In the fivst place you have established
1y 114 t%qnﬁl WOR%{:!’K}E)E

T O she conirary,” | ointerposed,  the
whole comnivy s now one large netional
workshop, in which cach can work o his
hieart's eontent © where, when, and how he
Bies" Bu, heedlees of my interruption,
he continged —

" You have made no laws to restrict the
powers of the eapiialist, to Bimit the hours of
tabour, the wate of wages, ov of Interest”

" Bt suchlaws wouldbe against the spint
of the Constitulion—our Democratic Con-
stitution-—which savs that every citizen shall
have pertect iiiﬁ{iz'ty‘ Trrnzked €>n!§; by‘ the Tike
fiberties of b tallow.citizens, 7§ should
tf::-?l a rhan !;t}w rﬂ{izl’!}’ hc»urs 31-{: is to work, or

a?@l].\}smmi <>E ‘]'
tion. From the

Erying Lo escape,
et o

these thi

Y answer

all
d-

JIER e 11

F DICTATGRSHIP,

iho‘i.lgﬁﬁ.s;, " ot vou have a
what few mxes the mpiia%i
the income fax, i

duties, etc., thos a
e sool z; )

ta ‘ probate
althy o

o abolish
the
on that whm YO {.)hg@:cn‘:d to was
poverty, and that the object of cood govern-
ment was fo (*Y!iﬂ}{ﬁif‘ ff‘f’a voot snd branch.”

“Oh, U‘simul‘“ i ot pt v that w k
But how do FOuU . a!:m’t e

" By encouragmy industry, in the
place, thrift 10 the second.  Snrely |
good that the nation should possess »
s Py

TE.,
put s m,s

&!!’15’1 T

sihic of all the good thing .
to ks comdort, Can it be that vou e
W(‘dgi}ﬁ citizens as an evil, cﬂﬁ the
wish to pui a tax on themn 27

" Come, sir, you evade the question, Is
it not a fact that the few have piled up their
ms]imm ai the expense of the many 2 And
it they eve noi checked by taxation, whatis to
:«.t?r)pti"r:m from continung the same thing 37

They are cf}edfﬂa' from getting what

belongs to others, since all have now cquil
opportunities 3 hat there s no check to
prevent anvone trom ;:Hodwe:img wealth, or
frave ace mniaiing i, it he so choose. A
person should wot be fined for huildin
house or planting a tree : aor shoule
premun §w ofln{‘i for indolence or e
srovidence,

- Finf.:v:f. f{}z‘ lms"iaénf
i §T s

;d

it

by
i

15 of Hw. neﬂma wf& fme : that i
intended as such, it bas the
fne. A tex on dogs fends to dimine
namber.  Or, supposing it were thought
there were too many hechelors,

bachelovs’ tax, of high enony
eom rAtrImony, :
practically fine a man fm” ke:‘»eplzm i

Wl i dle :
iiunzzbit‘: i m;i ;w?z‘i P iay ti
Yoo : and if weaslth wer
bt tax thet, 1
2 'v?mh;‘sz x ;){ g
l rm G dli




H 1
e would be any

" How do you know tf
died determine

remamder ¥ Dappose we

that & man should not own more than a
ceriaim smount of wealib ;s it not possible

that he would waste move, or e Op PEo-
Jt“ecirc:m when he has reached the limp » 7
CWell, 1 don’i know.  You are trymng
theorise. his fact. however, l'f‘[i‘laiﬁ%? that
people with money grind down the poor,
awnel W}ﬂ!k a{ﬂa rs roll in wealth, many WUY;{“{W
rving.
wi wos a Fact 3 and did bt mdicate
that as & remedy for :-;u(:h a deplorable «
of things we should discovrage idlencss and
LW G?"Ié{}f\ t!‘ﬂ{’ W{‘YE{:LT !

My %mm it visiter vemamed silent, and
so | continued

“ Yt is for this reason that | spebe to the
firsi applicant, whom you call & working
man, as 1 did.  He was not 2 worker by hus
wwn wnfmamm although 1 hope he is one
now.  You should not fail mm the error of
‘:a;}sn_g_; pu.—rf? Y TR0 B %mﬂ’;{“mf amti [saH PI‘\"
rich man an idler. You ean fnd both
workers and idlers in all classes.”

" Then why not treat themn all alike 37

ﬂmt is precizely what T am direcied to
do by our Constitution.  here are now
equal opportanities o all end favonrs to
none.  Whosoever likes to wark 1s now fru
to do so, and may emjoy the full fruits of hus
ishour. And ¥ anvone will not work,
neither shall he eat, be bis name Jack or Sir
Jokn”

“ Then, atter ail your hue ¢
simply mean o pursue the
policy 2

It 5’}5 fet --iml sne pohicy | you mica
that zach [ETSEE i3 to be allowed to ﬂ‘npimf
himsell and enjoy himself as he ov she may
think b, without anyons having the g;;h‘i: of
émezgarux(_{ 1tk therr liberties, then Yesi’
*l‘&! s radeed the H“pmi' of that ;}TIUU;‘:E
for which vou and the whole Dunm‘ racy
have ben frghting for years post |

Y Fhen von mean io allow the mp;i:&lzd
s bhe w oy !q v it hout afh

- ]z}"ﬁf 3
rki‘ chubi-

WOTTRSES, YOU
let-at-alone

i ‘5’1'3“1{3

(%f\ §‘~

aniverse iself
ciscover therm—1 m of cous
of MNature : bat these you znore amswlv
and thaink that by WHLIB g YOUT W OpHiens
—your whims and fane on parchiment
vou have manulactured 2 ° Law. I such
enactment fails 10 its intended DUTROSE, Yo
ahout arpending #; then amend the
amendment, and so keep on tinkering brom
};‘ta!v:: end to YOar g end—call 1t wadom,
statesimanship, legishation, And when any-
one points out to vou that your ensctments
Fun counter o every uamml faw, then, you
t‘se{" almu Fheory, i}‘ cary 1
Yo are snnply  slave 1o princeple.”

* Yes, | confess my sult on that head.
1 urlai*alv have greater fan l‘t mi e prine ;}iu
of Mature than in the opinions and hap-
hazard guesses of man, Men have now been
tinkering at legislation thess many centiries,
and with what veselt vou koow., Under
sroumstances, do yvou not *}m*ﬁ it hagh
time o give Nature a trial, wers it only 1o
d{:momtmia the worth Jes;an of her baws
compared with human wisdom 27

There was no reply to this, so 1 continued
in a more concihatory tone

“§f this principle, upon which von and 3
and allscheoks of po h;maithmigiﬁéi ag
is a true one, let us have faith it an dboliow
cut s dictates o the letter. For i the
principle is wrong, or if pr%}}cipieﬂ are not o
be relied on ai all, then prav by what can
we be guided 7 Would you have us return
to Party Government, with 1ts appeals to
isnorance, religions prewmdices, and racal
smimusilisss, withowt  either rmam o7
principie 3 Or ve-esiablish the rule of
might »

i\f}fsj visitor was not yet convinced.

That is alf very well i

commend  your abolition
capitalist ; bug that i riself «
anles it eii’ ihe saine time
other c*a;,ilai and establish
of Btate-dirccted g‘};“(;dm'?ze;n # ,.l
tiom,

Fglanced ai the pooy
ap bl now, 1 e ;
ation of wor

:&H FEian LF%H [ 59

ot




‘are frec 16 agitatd for1ts repeal

-~ atis in force b must be obey{:d ek

g thls éoctrme smce you “have. preache

olir; -"proclamatmnl :

_“country has been rained.
- have been destroved. a.m'} unless there is
d:speedy. repeai of thisin—er—th
- disastrons law,: bankruptcy

i natlon 1n the face

'baps it may'thmw some s:d 5

v&'mlsed So leasef
: '..pressed-’thelr satlsfactmn With the'.;

3 Wﬂl you piea“se state wko you are, A
: -ieariy you -

: -._'who ha e been here befure you']

e admmlstratlcm

DEPUT_ TION OF RAILWAY
'-DH?ECTORS

: s TAnISes. were - correct and my"
'-Soua]ist opponent - had ot Jong, to"wait -

- “Hefore he could see that these people had riot
- comie to thank me for anythmg 1'had done,

bt rathf,r to wrge upon e the adoption of :
- the same measurcs as be himsel advocated
_namely to fax capital rather than land.
ci - They were bmstemus but not very self-
onfident, and gave me the i xmpresswn that.
endeéd to overawe ané a’jg}xten me

hey i
o submission.

ciﬂ cemmencgd ﬁ'l an impermua ﬁ)ﬂe

3

" '.us

. change has affecied you,”
Their spol{esman a. raihcr port]y gentle«. Lot

" We have come 16 dﬁmaﬂd the mst&nt*'_ 'seen

B repheé ﬂae 5po
}mm yon have benefited _i:oy plunder} o

1 agam stemly rebuked the speaker
wamed him against using such disrespectiu
language. .- He then explairied that thos
present were diréctors of the several railwe
companies, and that since this” new' pro

- clamation their companies had been utterly.

rinmed.This was seriots news  ralway:
are important industrial un&ertakinos and:
1 had no intention of hampering: thei
usefulness. Tsaidas much, whichseemed
-nve reassuran ce and hope to the deputatl

" Please explain 1o me in what r‘in.nner th
1 {:ontmaea
“ 1t has affected us in a manner,” $a1d the
speaket “arhich you could not have fore
whsfh ﬁn%v shows hiow ‘dangtrons




why niat 1é _piace them’ hy recruiting from the
g "f _ nemp!oyed 22

Naware: abso}utelv 1gnorant of ihe cons
dition he_country 1s'm; and therefore umhr
I pos:tlon O OCCUPY: | Unemployed =
, when T tell you that we are umable 1o

Iy at'the mercy of our; employes
That- explams why the mass of unem-
ploved have feft you. They have ewdenﬂy

Siys e a]ready 1o stﬂnd on ‘their own iegs&'

and mean 1o d]spense mlh their nurs&s, g
:whlspbrcd to the Socialist.
1o the speaker, 1 said alond =

“But surely the country canniot then bc i

“zueh a; disastrous state as you reprfsmied
Yo really confuse me.”

Here -one of  the deputation St{:pp?d"

“forward, aman with a_fine heid, dlosely
shaven’ face, and frank and woble couns
nanee:. His demeancur was deferential
pohte 3n p]e:mnu conifast: o the zmgry
Cofthe majarﬁtv : W

enas it is, and iFwe stoppec'i work-
_es, hqw coui(i we aﬁord to pay thej

: frons hﬁy carpf:ts, furniure, clothy
tre- il g ner: cf othf.:r wnvemences The:
endotis traffic, which has inicreased T ;"
iy dowble its former amount, andnota an
& had for love or moneyd We are

Then ‘i;urmng '
"they themselves produce or deal 1.

woposals she
hat evcn_;f you dt

emplov buiiders t(}.\lmpz’d e_iheir hab

and

“t00. try o mprove therr conditm

. “of ‘them were really out at elbow, harely
:havmg I)ec:n ableio pmvz&e %hemcelves with

‘- the ‘merest necesstizes of Jife. Buit now that -

“they are in a position to do 'so everw?nec?y je

buyirg and sending out orders or'one han

and supplying others with such amdes ag
This
gave a sudden and great 1mpetus to 2l the
rades and, of course, also to the railways.
The army of unemployed vanished as if by
raagic. - Under these conditions evﬁryi;t}dy
naturally demands for his services an equal

counter-service. 1’ e labourer has nio fonger’.

"t heg for employmm:a and unless peop

-ave wilking o pay him what he' i’hmf{s-'
. Tabour 15 Worth he: refus&s;ts part Wil




t4 THE 5TORY
cannioh nii@ﬂ?\ I’siﬂxg {fﬁi‘ W {{*" ii’»r.’t BRI D OWE

have rased cur rates on the m;]wixys, and
;:,%pi sy cheerfully.”

"Yes ; bur have we any ghia“ of 27
asked the %[(wm{*" speaker, “Dloes it not
all oo away again i wages or in faxes 2

“ it does, L(‘ii;{i'ﬁ‘[ T!mw W +ho work the
muwaw eet the [)if‘m fzt I vnsw te ug just
abont i,i&i!;iif_’_fl'; to recoup us for the wear and
tear of volling plant, and such retorn ss
would be shout an equitable retwrn for
the vent of aur buldings and other plans”

The deputation got a e noisy, each of
them attempting to remonsirate at the same
tume with the last speaker for his Frankness,
tor which they called ham a Judas and other
CORTRE NAeS.,

U again interfered, and after some diffe
culty succecded n restoring quict.  Turn-
ing to the first speaker, Fead -—

“This s 5 somewhat different picture

from what you drow, and is most satisfaciory
and gratifying.  Instead of having ruined
the nation, | find that the nation is FIFOS ey ~
ous; and | sl t0 see what you have come
te complam ahout, 1f the wages of all those
engaged i ralway work are higher, surely
you, a3 t%;» managers of the concern, muat
B -zl DEOSDe nh' For Ii each
FREN b m A §}G%H’N)§1 to put bis own price on
i labonr, vou, as the most v poriani
{?%W‘%:!";g miist be able to command pond
for your services, | mean your
superintendence,”
F'he man whom | addressed bit his lip and
was stlent, as were the rf‘%i exceping the
"vrtfivﬁmxz whe had made the former frank
aferney

“f you w;j% pardon me, sir, forsaying so,”
be said, < 1 think my friend was nght when
he said vew were ignorant on many points
of rabway management,  We, as divectors,
bave 'ﬁo"?fx;;w te do with the manggement oy
supenmiendence of railway work proper
har }mm ness 1w, or by }wu!d rather say wis,
to receive the ?*d%dm{\ sheet and the earnmgs
of the men and to declare dividends. Of
course, there are still earnines, snd st
dividends to §.zsz declared ; but new a rent

FS

that 56 bad 7 1 shonid say
L

wts For buildings and <o on should be
move secutve now than tormerdy © and

sider

i and, con-
ing that houses and relling stock repre-

OF MY DICTAT

ORSHIP

sent fahouy, and that labour & now well pad,

their walue, | should think, would be
enhanced
“ It s, But rcgaiwfij«, carriages and buld-

ings don’t s s the lawd.
Mor was onr chiot revenue derived from this
curee. W had & prodin o T e
source, we had 2 profit on every man we
smploved 1 this b now gone.  And as
population increased and trade irmproved,
s the valve of cur lands tmproved. Thy
15 now gone oo, Ohur shares Tormerly went
un, whether our carniages and butldings were
1 3 .
new of old. Now they go down every day,
as our plant depreciaies. And ¥ we wanged
i ice?e?,]} oRE g)im’ii in ihe same condition we
could draw no dividends ax all, since ali we
recerve wouldd be absorbed for depreciation,
to Tepa of to mpiaae the old stock,
“ g o plesce evplain this b
Would vou please explain this point a
bithe more clearly 3 7 1 saad,
) C&ﬂaﬁnly. S}'iip]}{}ﬁiﬁg Yol huiki 5 house,
2 carrage, of an engine, none of these would

last for ever,”

COf (GU?(SF not.”

“Well, then, supposing an engine fo lasi
for 2%(!}% years, then you w()ﬁi{‘! not pay
for an engine that has been in work ten
sars the same price as if 1t were new. And
on lent that engine on hire, you could not
get more for ils use than just wba.f: ‘W{)ﬂig
f?piaw another engine
the ?mw i3 used up, since §
& postion to cormmand w hdh wwer he necds
and is unwilling to pav wury., The same
appiies, of L to our plant and rolling
siocl, > iﬂl(]?d% the mone YW !‘m‘!’x
we carn for its use, the cary :
ete., would depreciate and ultimately b
used up,  And if we keep things 1w repan,
replicing old stock by new, we can draw ne
dividends at 2l

“ But then your plan
vou.”

" Indesd 17 smimed the brst speskey.
* And vou would bave us provide the public
with convenienze for nothing » 7

¥ But vou do net provide it for nothing,
f they enable vou te replace what they

-y
¢ and stock i eft

SHLC

consume.  Would you mz*e mwre i refurn
ffmz what gou give?
O, fi 15 T w{}{)sl szamw wnh him,

“ we had hetter stop
then whether the

one of them sad ;
trathe ali ag{:tha.;, and see
pc‘-&upkr will stand 4.7



DIRECTORS OF

1wl answer for that,” 1 sad, nsng
from raveeat, " The plant is vours, and you
ern do *mii!: it whatever you please, genile-
men. | he bandis vours alse, so long as you
o keep i, and new the rent for if o

COp I, dRd ROy Lot

the Siafﬁ I veus do not care to ku,p 1t you
are allowed to pick up vour rails and sleepers
and do with them as you please ; and the

Siate would have to provide new railway

Lines for the ;3.“%:;]5*,
1~

i

Thas deliverance put an end to ther
bluster.  They were terror-stricken, and
! considered the moment opportune to make
themn a proposal, whieh | thoughi would be
of advaniage o the Sate and convenient to
therselves, 1 said —

“lna oi_ﬂiz“v of such £one e Prosper t.
where penniless and 1gnorant people are in
a posmtion to sarn cornfortable lvings, men
Like yourselves, whe have education, abalities
and sustenance tostart with, should not bein
despair, Ablities you vndoubtedly possess,
bzt hitherte vou have wasted them on un-
holy obiects—that s, 1n finding out ways
and means how to profi at the expense ol
vour fellow-men, 1 do oot blame vou for
having done so, nov do Lveproach you. ‘ssﬂz
he creatures of uummmﬂ

biis
the vest of us. Mow a new order bas setin ¢
and 1 douht not but that vour shilities will

soon find outlets 0 more legitimate, and
ﬁ“;usmm sven move profitable channels,
Plnder the new oo mz!mom ‘,mi miy net care
to continue the worr tal to com-
pany could  emuploy,
perhaps, your wealth in othey ways more
u,nmmm! o vour tﬁ‘h‘» under the altered
circumstances. H oso, the State 1 willing ic
rebieve you of all vour responsibilities, and
to pay you tor every rail, nail, brick and
stesper 1ts full price at present vahuation.”
in fess than hve minutes they agreed to
iy proposals, and ! gave mstry
have the plant surveyed and appraised.

Thuy the high reads of the country
becarme the property of the nation by
voluntary strrender,

s!!at:id‘_\_{k:l.{if_‘f!%&, z.ﬁi{g.

\jfi

THE DIRECTORS OF THE HEW
RIVER COMPANY.

Taines happen strangely and oddly

dreans and yel sverythime seerns pf:;“f{:t‘.iiy

NEW RIG

B COMPANY. 15

natural,  The directors of the railway
company had not left my presence, nor do |
reme: n?)w' anyone imvmg entered the room
while they were theve.  Notwithstanding
} had hefore me another deputation.
The men were the same, but not the interest
—or concern, rather—which they repres
sented. This time it was on behall of the
Mew River Company that one of ther
magmbey add Fising his eyes
Bpon e, he said

i hear that you are very fond of facts,
and thai you will not helieve anything that
cannot be demonstrated to vou. Here, then,

this,
,

¥,

are some hard facts for vou to digcct * And
he held up e me two Ct?p!{,‘; of Srock
Eschange quetanons.  Look won ths

prefure and on that”

T did a0, and read moone ™ New River
Company, £138000 " and in the other
“MNew River Compmy, £13 1055 mo
husiness done.” T also noticed great reduce
tions 11 other stock, though not ;0 the same
extent ; and cpposite many of the com-
panies iiwz £ WETE ¢ ither no qamammm Ak alﬁ
or the legend © In houidation.”

Y Are you convings {l now vhat we arc

putting facs betore vo " he asked
“{am ; and most surorsing facis they

U1 vephied,
* Most \Hrp]hﬂﬁﬁ' 7 echoed the Socwmlist,
* Wiskin the last few months ) continued

the spokesman, over fve hundred thou-
sand million pounds worth of capstal hes
t;t,muwv{{ :

aiii,i‘i*v"

a,dihfal'!;ﬁ 1o the last months
astorushed Mo IROTe than the amount of
capital destroyed.

“Dearme 17 Lexclaimed © 7 have Lbaen
in office s long 7 How the time doss Hv”

* Over half a milbion mﬂlmm ot ;}oimds
if & penny,” he continmed. ; am prepared
i Hisi!{ﬁ, Qa;{}fl ey staterneni.’

O, § fake \-Gil? word tor the ameunt,”
feaid, srnihingly. © But would you be good
h to tell me what kind of * caprtal *
hu been destroved, and i what mapner 27

“H oyon will come with me to my office
¥yl show vou a whele strong-room full of
what was onre most valuable " stock)” hut
which s HOW S0 G h wasie-paper——or very
ﬂe"«‘i}“iy 505,

“Dear e b Have the moths gotinto them
or mice, o yais @




hﬂe' you are at: the helm of

1' nd outrageeus fasfnon

i -‘mﬁ stop th&t at once,
JSSponer of Police 1o he sent.’

efore e,
;

ihundered, * that the liberty and ‘property
of every citizen shall he protected, and that
hout any distinietion whatever » How is
‘3t that thesé ‘gentlemien here have to com-
plain of h&vmg been plundered of several
:mmillions 3

But the’ Cemmxsﬁmner Of Pahce nczther
.guaked mor trembled at ry thundering ;

and as T Jooked at - him more closely, he

tirned oui to Be no other than my friend
Vermcier who, w1th the familiar twinkle in
h' eye, said -

1o the letter, and that is just the complaint
obithese gcm]emen What they have been

“plundered of is the right to plunder others.

Thelieve the fgures to be nght, for | always
th ht t}x{_xrs was amost illﬁ,l’ati ve busmess

:: smner Vennder éxp?amed g foll

élown by our Heaveniy Father @
f - and Hnjust -alike was cla:m,edzby them as their
‘exclusive. property, ‘
ﬁ]ters and’

~ inhabitants st so much per: gallo
. _'_._mhabztants compiamed demanded

o “sion of their- works.”
State, md allow s o be plondered in thls.'._-
For ihat

©and have erected a new plant. Belongmg o
that I wﬂ] & -
r&ng thebell s‘harpfy, and orderedthe C.om— :

“MNo sooner -
done” 50 than that {unctmnary stoo& s
: rupted the . complainant.

“higher rate than that ai w}uc

* Have 1 not given . sir;ct crders g
Jour Interests.” .

-WIH do s with pieasure

Youy instruchions E;ava been carrzed out

. _demded to du 30, ami wer :abeuf:

* ‘These gmtlemen were | ords

H the just

They erected' arge
aid d in‘.al

; and sappfﬁe& 1

* And have they ¢
No but: they haVe done worse ;

“them the:r works: an&'_ Tape

ihe comimunity ;. and niew, of
people will no longer buy- the'

supplied by the parisix plEmps
= ¥ou do not- give all

do. yo
‘mention that - you acted as an agitator agamst

0k, if you wish me to gu into details: 1.
“replied the acus
Police Comumissioner. * There was, as T
said, ‘a4 perfect- reveiutwn The pen;ﬂe'
‘wanted fo take possession of the waterwarks,
and pay the present owners at valuation, 1.
drew.a cordon of police arcund theworksto 0
protect the property .of the company. 17 .
then explained to the people that they: b&& D
no right 1o force people to sary ender anght
against the:r will, nor fix the price of their
services, any more than the company ce}uid_.
foree pc«spic to work for them. at their price.
But 1 advised them, ceriainly,” ﬂmi if: the
were diseatished with the COmpany s ;mcg:s _
they could ercct 2 plant of their: oW, ;




;the grmmd..-' S
hair Bulfdlngs,' et

h’:thezr ﬂm‘st or have a ba;t o

_naxme;us walne of their * shares *
ip “only showed the extent to which thts
ackinmling - was” carmied on..

- can’ gel. for. Imtbmg The company is shill

'.Z:the ‘corporation, wherenpon the - l&*:te{

hleration and distribution, and the' expenses
eonnected” thez‘ewith -
THat s o sy J remarked “ that
whereas. they were fmrmer];y water—lorafs they
Ware 'water-cmners RN

Aﬁd msiea& of havmfv takm :

fnagle;

- a sense, théy were é:ap:tafhsi:s
L R you - thmk ih—r:- il - cap
amaunicé T

o Now that' -5
people have access 1othe” natural oppor-
nities they no longer pay for what they.:

have: made s of 1s.the applicatio
of natural principles in the: yeﬂu}at;on of the

. rélations between inan and man:’
fsupplymg alazze area, and thai because they
“have lowered. ﬂ’;ﬂzr fates ic those charged by

7% That hardly explams why s s‘uch a selﬁs :
set of people; as most capitalists are, s shiculd

: ~ surrender the power they had cf robbmg t?xe
‘desisted from extending the new’ pipes, -
“These rates are just sufficient fo pay for

::Ummumty of. workers. "

‘ Becanse they are seiﬁsh ami i)ecaus
having no longer a pmﬁta?:)i& Fopopol:
they da not, care 1o provide pes:)ple with
water. - You speak-of them as  capitalis

butihe




‘the ‘1otal value of the water~works at
£ 1

buﬁdmcs engmea pipes, and meters,
Juded.: For land, incltiding river, you
‘néed mot: pay, because its valuemjts
vhet palue, understand—is gone.’

ol WI}at has become of the rest of thezr
"o he. asked..:

it

paper; since it is nothing clse, and
ver was anything clse. . For that which
yon'still calt “capital * consisted of nothing
- but parchmenis and papers—the bogies of

ﬂla v
* But these shares represented Cﬂpit&l 37
" Very little indeed 5 and so far as any
“share represented real capztalwthat is,
. :v«reaitil 1 some form or other—it was harm-
fess. Bat such shares as those of the water
“company, or ‘the title-deeds of land, repre-
‘sented no existing wealth at all, but simply
claims on ‘wealth to be produced in the
._future That 15, the holders of such deeds
"bad a Hen on ftztizre production.”
“I do not quite follow your meamng.”
** 1 will explain then. Supposing | owneﬁ
yon narrow footpath leading to a niver or
lake, and that this enabled me fo levy a toll
on every passer-by before 1 allowed him to

ey

KO, a\,\,:ﬂ;_:, I a5 du;}'i;s

quuu,}i !"ub L}‘i'iiSt
.a profitable business, propose to buy me out.
1 agree to sell—but what ? *Not the toll 1
have already collected, but the opportunity
of levying toll in the future. Vspeak to you
thus : My revenue from this viver is £100
annually ; but the city is growing, and this
the only source of water for miles. As people
increase, so my toll-money must increase.
Hence T want you to pay down equal to what
I think 1 may be able to collect m the next
twenty-seven or thirty years ; or, i round
fignres, | require £2,700 for “my property” !
This at once constitutes me a ‘capitalist’ of
that amount ; et the only real capital, that
s “wealth " 1n the shape of human labour,
may consist 1 a gate to lock out the people.
In the course of events natural oppor-
tusnities are declaved common property, and

s recewed from the surveyor, which -

]S the {u]l value of thelr :

o The rest you can ﬂet at the pnee of

vhich: you and vour school were so terribly

“the revenue derived from thm gocs to the'
o Btate. What offer would you then makeme:

fer my property
shillings for your wooden gate,” he said,
?m:ghmg]

Preasely fond that explaine why the
shares of the water company have fallen from

£138,000 to £13 10s. You knew now what

has become of their other capital. In other

words, 1t has no existence except on paper,
And once the system which sanctioned

. blackmailing 1s abolished. and the toll-gates,

which debarred mankind from Nature, are
pulied down, these papers are powerless, and
reguire no furiher Act of Parliament to
make them harmless. You will clearly un-
derstand, of course, that by reaf capital 1
mean something that is due ic human
exertion—accumulated lobowr ;  that s,
wealth to which its rightful owner s
entitled by virtue of his exertion.”

“ Well, all wealth 1s due to lahour, for
that matter.”

“Neo, it s not. This is a great and
fundamenial error on your part. So far
from this being troe, labour has the smallest
share in the production of wealth.”

" What ? 7 ke asked in surprise ; “wealth
not due entirely to labour, when you vour-
self adrmt that capital riself is only accumu.
lated labour 3 ”

* (h, bother capital | It is a perfect Mis.
Harris in political economy. The two factors
in the production of wealth are lobour and

e forces or ram mmn?npic of Nature. Witho

the forc thout
the latter the former is absoluteh impotent,
Without the former but Little is to be had.
These two factors then—Natwre and human
lobour—co-operate everywhere, though m
variable proportion in different localities,
the production of those cormnodibies men
require. §hese commodities you may call
wealth, or capital, or whatever else you
please. Where Natire co-operates more
freely, men are well off.  Where Nature's
share 1s less, men ave worse off, But in most
cases the greater pari 35 done by Nature,
Woe betide the people whe are so stuated
that labour has o do the greater part of the
work.”

“ Do you konow such a plage 7 7

* Yes. Aden, for mnsiance, wﬁich is Jying
m a desert. The firewood has to be

“ None at all ; excepting, perheps, aféw 7 o



wid drink. ~water !’Id% by
From sea vwziz v, and s m%d Fw hawlk
hovse to 51{31;5{:, a

< bear on owr gre
tion #

* 0 hay an ii‘ﬁ%gﬁ}{'k?’! it hmmm' enit. You
and man crfc-mwa;r‘ingg

for the fraits of vouy Je‘zhourf

TN cosrse - and 50 We a

O, i{ vou had i}ﬁ. sia. (;f FtosiTy
zhim“ ’ fmw wele })( WO off than
et §m these folks have st
w For nothi What you
chould hm, asked for is free access to Nature
anid an equal share in the bounties of Nature.
he freits of your toid wonld then be vonrs
tor of couTsE, simce then no one

w‘h&iﬁv{"*’ 5 s’!iic to
w-i;sﬂvémzi v and E%a{‘

f‘mii ail F),:wing an (3.(;11{';1
ding, vare i taken that o
15 msefully emploved. All being thus placer
oo an t,(!{}aiiin‘b 35 resards the epportuniics
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made cut of the public funds, the rents of the
fandlords and the faxes of the tenants were
ineveased of the some fime? Was 1t nof
but yesterday that a proposal to assess such
Tner sditizee on the property the
E {33;‘ i, was
strenuously opy ;%z'd by vour clients 7
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' Then neither woul& be. mqmred

ractlcaﬁy i wgulci bc yourse]f wh -

pased of yourself.”

- B f:.ach “fa; Ennmcif~-ycs i But not ong
or anoiher ‘You conld become my servant -

Jor my slave, if you i ked. ‘But you conld not
. barter away the i!E}“’{tleS of your descendants.
- Of “Course you mi ight ‘sign me a paper
- promising that your desceﬂdanis shall be the
slaves ol my dmc&ud&n&s {s)r ever ﬁné Byer.

. we-have’ not’ madc L
'And ccmnmi a whoie nauen e‘lo %he

S :.admrtted thatalfthinige mmlst_chmﬂy of the

~‘yaw material of Natare-—thatis; land 2 YQ'LI

deny us the right to land becauae o say,
On the. oiher_'hand

you claim a v ight fo your watch because you
© say you have made | it Have you made the

silver alse 2 Andif not) have not weall an
equal claiiy 1o, the silver of: that w&tch

cepccmﬂv since the quanizty of s:Iver 1, hke'
" that m bnd, hmited? :

Fo % Your bad an equal ng}zz 1o 3, ami

. %hat 38 ﬁze réason 1had fo u)mp»‘ucnie ok §

~Lthat s the Cﬁmmamiywﬁo

: _{:(mlé have the s—\dwwe i olat: T
er - Just why we lairnthat s
" mitst go'to the, commuiniy

1l rents ami s’{;}%
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desirable than
hﬁp;mmxha tseveral people wis ]> o oo
some particalar g;i{ﬁ, o the result i that the
rent of soch pluts oes up. Supp
bing vou wzmtad to live in Il be v, AT e v a2
b, e afrend by m{}mse(z t}m

‘could do nothin g for you, kb
4 could, Y

T FTIE i b i et ¢
""’z wl*"‘h 1 1ot egually op
¢ akse ; for if there we re sus i e
fand reserved i A, then i
oot A would be defrmeded of b right
What AEWEY caR you g
F: ™A Scotch awz«
snother guesti
dayve of his SULTEACY
actual tse

by

et

Vou could sfler o bx
wie out, offer a hwhr ice, D he o

% nol move, (}*hcrﬂ do the same xi’l!?}iﬁ;
he sl Femarns Ws § 37;3! 'f!fze‘a‘e R(m‘l reniy

up at 023{‘“ 3

lf} wa: ;M
({m’lﬂ?ﬁ;.;i [y & ivt?] o more Hhan tm,?
sf worth, Thﬁi 1, he wm;d be i possession
of that plat }*cr_m% ot all the ap
1 he desins 1t worth the mosi.
.- Hc“ rowill vou set that machiner
to work 27
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and haw be

P ihf‘n ﬁ A imﬁ the exck
particular pim of land, an
pays whatever advantas
therebrom 1o all these wha are
can you make out thar
defranded of their rights

Lot ""Whe s to decide? F

g{ un fmm our s’J)e;Erf n’ir‘m;z

st mac,bsrwrv is alread work,
imf contunes, For i rent %ﬁ
s ii‘m;k n i‘!(ﬁ%»" ton, 1 s
“~|iumv> ?mf‘ i,

And if sorae pw
ndmw IF w5 be

im FEFVINE r}i i
- 7 That ;
;“sn Cl

2 1o mw; wl‘m conaeni io pay
rent. Fhe %mmlz PTG w}?n, s v
aned 1wl Ius\,rz ate it to vou. A men
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g i‘ s or ?hai Foan., !"*m masie ot
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i ocame ok }saé, and not hes
in an wederstanding: '
pwent o bawer "
wonld have ¢
Hut not he
! . and. withont beins 5
sarily bad or unduly oh, desinng te
& w*hat was wﬂ! '-c'l o them by their
s b anction
what

i]")( !ﬂ‘»{‘l‘x fé

ol The
other, unil one or
thene that they ;&i“f‘&:rﬁ(i ihe o {

privilese of Bving in thet parti
s, and so simppcd cut ol the com-
petition, | hen the three continued bidding
\;%a"m? oL h ather, and so on, wnti! the |
o than either of the sthers
s worth.”
ling) : " Such practices, were
the B io CCOITIE COTRMa, would be the nun
ol the legal profession.’

T: o This s the principle by which re
l.i . 8T ; dr ;
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those concarned whe

nned wha, should possees cach of the
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L aned also fixed the smncunt of com-
sensation, For [ need hardly tell you that
the money the five brothers paid for the cot-
tazes wac equally divided amongst them.”
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u:mpcia mwie o TECOTT 4 tha
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x?«m(, A §'=i£ ?; V\ﬂlil\"ﬂ}i}ﬁst‘ iU)I’}t}{iv (:f;uamiwf
wnih lc'—imi meihods. His object was d:*arlg
ro confuse rather than o acgue, !mtm ot
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Hv drwum’i el
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the new systes
full nighis to the lamdq she m%:-:z’e;.?{,
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but it does not & P YO (‘ﬁzm,
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c{ 1t 'deer parks -or-_ 1
yom's, thexil you . ]
o

walls. If uu? land

::e§ llbcr{y for which. they are fghting 2’

Is 1}.0% ti‘nat rcmark bcqsde the'

qwstmn LRSI
*1fear it is. Waﬂ let us come to the
"-pmm Have you anythmg o suppart yoriy
'__dalma 2!

L. Yes, iam coming to the pﬁmt as you

“desire i, You have ycmrceéf admiited that

“there are o natural rights. . Fence, the
obthe pe@pie, z_mé these have not pro%efaieﬂ
whgch 15 equal to-common consent,’

:__-e:m!}; exﬁcfzmw nﬁhi s E%ial w?nch the law

o 'reqinreci to s}mw a better right to lt_ than the

ave pot: sus:h thmvs been done B Nay, 3§
oot the very obiject: 0§ +his sophisiical Leagne
1o secureioa: comparahvely few mdwlﬂualﬁ

ih power to do ‘with the ‘rest of the com-
v a5 they please » s not that the’ km& o

ixsh. ‘the” éalidi;l:y of. these deeds

We _Both sayito: the 1 man Chat h{:

ght to the wfmle crop. Hon i man that

an whe' claims part of

e'mal 1ssue.

Show what better rlght. ¥o
praducad

T 'n-_ Swne& by wiwm s By the' orag_mal

awnf;r—-mihe prod'nscermof the sotl 2%

n the name of the

hs Y
LU CELL

gineration has the right to dictate to future
generations. how t}my shallliveon this globe..
Bm it 3s'not even ‘true.. When has this

common. conseni’ been FIVen, of even’ ﬂ.}k&d.:

for ¥ When the Romans buichered the .

Anaﬁm Biitons 3 When the Dapish Kordes =
devastated the country?

invaded these islands 3 Or when some king

handed over whole tracts of coumtry i i:o h;s e

paramours or his bastard sons 37 :
L. : * The kings have acted in the name

Or when the' -
MNormen ‘bastard and his f&ﬂm\nr{sbbersﬁ-."
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1g; th ere{ore ou have a"rlght to c:en— :

eld to Be good'

et e rend %o_you wha“t B;ac&stone, Yo

gal au ho ty. hﬂs

perfy or that ‘soleand despotnc domimion
Sirhichone man claims and ¢ exercises over the
-extemnal things of the world, in total exclu-~.
-sion-of the right of any other individual in
“the uriverse. ‘And wet there are very few that
witll give themselves the trouble fo consider the
eng:rmf and foundation af this vight. Pleased
as We are w:ﬂ; the p{)ssgcsmn WE SEeIn aﬁ’zﬂ&
fook back to the means by which it was
wived, as if fﬁarfzzl cf some defect in our
itle; or at best we rest satished with the

t : é-:zma.gmatmm'_ and ‘engages the L
Hections of mankind; as the fight of pro- -

emcm_ of the s in our favour, . without.
iming. the:_mason or authotity upon _
; Wt __'_".frax:tmn of a permv

degal ialms have aiivays beeh : : omershm of a watch or A tablc w}ay .
: * interfevence 3 And whv did ‘you submit t

.. it s0, meekly 20 wﬂl answer. thls_:_l_ast qgé:s

R Ti}e ]aw asﬁ m)o& rlght o
1mp@sed 4 tax on gronnd rents of four'shil-
lings 10 the. mund But though this - was
faw, t}ie tax had nevertheless not been paid.”
L.: Bu‘i: it has been pa;é aecardmﬂ tc«_ _
asmssmmt -
P: “Thatis, Lﬁtm a suppmssw sert, s
or, in English, a lie, and you know it well,
The four shillings were on ap assessment
made about two hundred years ago, bt the
rent was collected on present v.:»iues : sothat
in parts of London, instead of four shﬂ!mg‘s'
in the ‘pound, as vequired by the saidlaw,
“the ey did not amount to more than'a
szs: andagain 2
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u_d ﬁccgrtfmg io law, have been paid
was yet mthhefcimthhheld contrary to
ife Was this, too, by commen

““We capnot énter into that ; nor
«can we reopen things of the past. Itiss

cts: commltted or supposeci to have
been committed, centuries ago.
="* Now it 15 you who state the case
unfair]y We claim no restitution for acts
smmitted in the past ; but, on the other
“hand; we do not alfow that a wrong may be
“continied to-day because it originated long
“ago. . Let me illustrate the case. His lord-
“ship: there told us that his family has heen
an possessxon 0{ certain estates since the
Norman invasion. A goodly long time
--}ndeed. Suppos;ng, now, he discovered that
‘the steward of his estate had defrauded him
_of so much of his revenue annually, would it
bea good defence if the steward pleaded that
these frauds had been in vogue by his pre-
decessors ever smce the Conguest, and
therefore claimed to be allowed to continue
to abstract a certain sum annually for ever 2
This ;S pk‘e@isely ‘30111” Case. YOU Can ShOW
nio vahd title to the land ; indeed, you have
hardly attempted it. Al you say is that
this tribate x’*n]iar‘ = by vou

tribute } collected by your
predecessors for centuries.”

L.: “ And that we are not responsible
for past actions,”

I: “True. Nor was the steward re-
sponsible for what his predecessors had
stolen. That is not the point. The ques-
tion is, whether his lordship, on hearing his
sleward s singular defence, will say to him,

* Ah, that is all right then. Had you been
thieving from me for a few vears only, |
would have sent you io the treadmill. But
sinee you say this thieving has been going on
for centuries, and that you actuslly paid my
former steward a iarge sum for the prlvﬁegc

as been

FOTH

done before, | recogmse your r;ghl io con-
brue the theft for ever and ever : T oor
whether his lordship would not rather pata

::1unx Ur mx umiﬁiuunﬁi?

‘thing to come down on people to-day

samrnary stop ko ‘the pracnce as ‘soon as ne’ e
discovered the fraud.” : -

XIIIL.
PRIESYT AND PEASANT.

My last uiterance provoked the bishops.
Not that they needed much provocation ;
for all through the mterview I could plainly
see therr eagefness to interfere, and that they
were only waiting for some plausible exense
that would enable them to veil their partisan-
ship under the cloak of spiritual duty. My
simile of the dishonest steward afforded
them a splendid eppertunity, and they did
not miss it. About half a dozen of them
nudged the one who h'a:d the broadest phy-
lactery, and who [ therefore regarded as their
chief. With a solemn, but not angry face,
he sawd -—

* 1 protest against your likening landlords
to thieves. Such language should not be
used of honest men, however humble thewr
station, siill less of gentlemen who occupy
the foremost places in Church and Siate,
&nd Who on evf.‘ry OCCaSiOH Where Christiaﬂ
work is to be done—"

* Your indignation, sir,” I mterrupted,
“ would be perfectly justified had 1'done so.

b did not liken landowners to thieves, but
only wished 1o illustrate that land monopoly
is not a single wrong act, which might be
forgiven and forgotten but is a pE}"petudl
WIong, and that the menopohs[ 1S 11 & posp
fion to exact tr;bute in conimmfy, 50 long
as Lh monopoly is allowed '

“5ull, there 1s no need for using such
oﬂenswe language.”

| am sorry it my words have given of-
fence, but, although aware of the un-
savouriness of the simile, it was not meant to
apply to persons, but to the institution of
{andownership. Andthis being in myopinion
morally indefensible, I naturally—and, as |
think, legitimately—am endeavouring to
present it in all is native ugliness. The
strmile was, perhaps, an unfortunate one, and
I hasten to substitute another. We will sup-
pose, then, a village community living on
what they produce from wood, helds, and
meadows and that the only road which leads
from the said woods and felds to their habi-
tations was omwned by an individual, and that
this individual, by virtae of his excepﬁenally

to exist.




PRIEST
advantageons position, did-—well, did net
m;ﬁe §V’<, i the i}tfﬂ)l( . but had ihr‘ parprer i
m»;fee them give a certain amocunt of gate-
oney !3{ {1}3’(, ihé Y ud;ld caryy i hety crops io
i N ihﬂ  the amount

d by the quan-

4 xet}p!;_ have raised o the
fields ; or, worsestill. by the rmamiiv which
the man on the road thum“hi they might or
could have raised : !cma att From those
whase cvop did not come un 1o his expects-
tions, and nearly all from those who did cx-

"’”alz@nﬁﬁ& well & keaving thew just suffi-
Cent (o support iife, so that they nugh be
able 1o come mmm that way with fresh L3
plies, and thut,hv enable him to take fresh
hocivﬁ*ﬁ )

i‘btc—pi exclaimed the bishep. ™ In-
stead of softening down, yom are only
aggravating your offence. Why, vou ave
now actually deseribing & highwayman.”

S hats very unfortunate {'Gf youy
cavse,” saic |1 7 for waes only describing
Lﬁi' functions of landiordizm.”

“Then vou bad hetfer leave 1 alone
ﬁk{i“ her. Your similes are mosi Oh}a
imzm% s, 1 know vonrr views, and o

the abstract, with much of what VO SAY. Ag
for the poor, [ need hardly ts:%f vou that they
have ah my wmmﬂiw t "

T Burn

SOCE FROTE

Eily w}zéézh the

vson, ren !Hl !hc ;mh{a;) mih phois
T o wrongs {ﬁ(, not make a right.

E". Y ClHY-

£ Fi. H
miiting now gnes pwb“px WMOre Erevous
than the first”

Y Gaod heavens 17 1 enclamed. 7 Du
yem call it wreng to sfop wrong-doing ?

“Youn are nterfermg with  ancent
custams and insittutions.

“ Would vou have us understand that the
injunction © THOU SHaLy Not Sresn, does
not apply where thelt can be shown to have
been an ancient custorn 27

" You are again using strong language,
These gentleren here have their documents
which secure to them certain nghts. Ged
forbud that the nation should break 1is moval
abhgations,”

* Obligations | Moval obligations TWhere
is the morality of the thing? ks it o the
fact that milliens of people are daily bom

35
inito thie workd witho
the seles of their feer

“ ¥ fear you are too worldly minded, and
think of people’s soles before you think of
their soulks.”

fyat ¢ and if
there is no sure sonnd for these the
soul cannot healthily dop. We will pase
brv the untold misery, ihv starvation, the dis
dpp()mi.{ 2 fy)p“”y and broken ht‘aris of the
5 e sinherited peaple, occasioned
+ this confiscation of the soil. 1 will pos
reason with you that all this suffering need
not have existed butfor this mmaﬂir’zmai‘q i3l
cuitous wstitubion w hich ull now d.cpﬂwd
the masses of their patrimoony (for surely, o
you, right reverend sir, | may speak of the
land as the pATRIMONY of the veople without
fear of bemg reminded thet there ave no
natural rights ), but will confine my remarks
1o the share ihis anciend cusfom had in pro-
F!L;( in{j £ ”‘il‘ﬁi’ aﬂ{i Vﬁ{:? !)éé ii ey GC(J!Y [ 1]
vou that fully ninety-nine por cent. of alt
critne and vice con be traced o land mono-
poly 2 "

“ That is s richevlous staterment to make.
Lying and hypocrisy are sreat vices, but |
fail o sce any ¢ qmwdmn hetween these and
land monopoly.”
suse you are blind, reverend feader
bimd.  Bethin
sther most of the cri
ttan of poveriy ¢ :
"""" b rcfisa: sied !mg« che dimﬂ" xwmé
f{yrtrez‘; v hunting, arson, child-murder
and s - are not all these crimes come
matied out of need or for the pecumary
gain 7 ‘ﬁ“m! io not this cagerness for wealth,
where it is not oceasioned by actual poverty
and want, due to a fa’ur of i)m‘mh} e lfﬂ»"n
lvwvers” guibblings, the perjuries in the law
courts, and ceriain iv simony, may be -
chuded in the bist of sinful acts which spring
from this source,  MNow, § pot i o you
whether there is any necessity for this Fear of
poveriy ¢ whether, if cach pair of bands
were free to work, sach mouth could not get
ite Ioaf of bread ; whether, i the peopls
were not dented aceess o bovmtiind Matare,
ore woald be that stern necessityfor mla
o, what they shail sat,

shali clothe them-

ek v
ar of pov sr!‘;
o,

el

Ah, it's perverse human nature.




“the result of ‘poverty—and then’ tell-me
where “the moral’ 0Lftmiwﬂ comes 1 o
-fperpetuate “the - mstttmmn which [1s “the
-:pnmary cause of all this.”

Sl Yon are mtroduc;rig a fot of ;{re}.ﬁvam:
_fm&tter Thpsn deeds,”. pointing 1o the
ifzparchmcritd, seeure to their owners certain,
‘rights, which can be thhheld cﬁﬂy E)y i’hﬁ
- committal of an. immmai ack.”

ou ‘argue miore Bike a }awyer tiﬁan a
“Thint 1, ym: ‘are pieaclmg mw:;rahiv

"-'.-verse v questmn reads,
.pov&rty or; the fcaz’ of peveﬂy ER
s hdd t the thousands of 1 poor wretches
S __"tmdcr the shadow of your own palace .
sand’ cathedral, walk. the streets in shame,
Hforcedioit mesﬂy by povertv-—or ighorance,

_.parchment 31gned by tbzs L(Sﬂi “and
_provisions shall be carried out, Of s cotrse
T added, as a ‘precaution; remembenng the

'certam commdndments, he sard ina'seve
. tone,
Ee })micen‘ Yau 'haw: the. masses

1
' .In&eec} Talfow o
expl _a‘han you plcase,_ e
dfld not owe any’ monej,r fo, Jone althoug

Wounld

g tot) st those ds_s endl
rtto “hepeless’ poverty,: ‘and’ pay -jones the
.amount et forth in the documen

3L 18 Tyl whn trave%y i
he 'jcariz i 13

great . talent for ™ mterpretahons *which
hishops sometimes display, ™ youwonld} have

1o convince us ﬁrsi of the genmneness o»f th&
signature,’

There musi have bcm a si:mw 1 Ty, last

remark, “for -the bishop, hltherte Fuli of

meelmcss and humlity, suddenly flared up.
- The Lord you hp@ak of has given us

"whichitismy duty to see shmﬂd
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and remnpt them with Althy huere. Tt is for
this reason that we are here, to remind vou
and the veople of the commandment,” Thou
shalt : -

This piece of eccles
e by surprise, | hed ne jmmediate reply
veady, and had no tiee to think of one. For
before the h;»}mn

- ook

had fisished kis e
improspiu sermen, 4 brawny man with en
honest, sunburnt face, wearhs ok and
slouched hat, sprang forward, lde a lion,
suddenly voused, on hearing the words,
* Theu sigal‘i not covel.” s appearance
was so sudden snd unexpected, his counten-
anree so sarnest and determined, that it froze
the rest ol the sentence in the bishop’s
throst,

* Thow—shalt-—not—covet’” berepeated
with great deliberation, makimeashort pause
after each word, ™ That's me, lnshop. 1i's
I who am so covetous to want aloaf— g whole
loaf, mind vou—far every one of my chil-
dren. Fack of them bas been sent by Cod,
and every one of them has a month ; and
vou have told me that God never sends 2
mmouth bui what He sends a loab, 1 want
debivery of what has been sent for wy chil-

dren. 1 will not stand by any loager and sec

themn robbed of their share. Lam covetous,
you see. | eovet what is thas, and will net
gee them siny vmw, and grve them cause 1o
curse the hour that made them see the light
of life, while the gifis of our All-Father,
mtended for them, are taken from them
under the authority and with the sanction
st the Chareh ™

* Theve, theve |7 smd the Bishop,
vous see now the fruﬁ: ot vour doings ¥

“The fruiis of his doings 37 continued
the fermer, 7 Let me tell you st the
fruits of youwr doings,”  And wiming to-
wards mvsell—" You spoke of s man owning
the road that les from the helds 1o the
xii!a«{ ! Liw £ tcl that road, and had
v Bme. Bul it
not ]w!ﬁ. corvect as ymz  iold the story. 1he
landlord not ondy sweed the high cad, but
3!\@ fields and buts as
ch on the road to plunder the w
far ¢ you sard ke did, bul spent s boe
in France andd Traly, while T had ko il from
day to day want b ocould barely rest my

- Had by ot

I \%U

gt

wenried be

h“}:g"i E"J'}-E‘%(g L

AN

PE,

SANT. | 37

robbed me there of i, i would hay
merey compared to the agony 1 had
ttones o endure.”
nd afier a pause, broken only by thescobs
af a few women and cheldrer behind ham,
he comin mtn;

.

‘ was ;.!low%d o cart ii’?f erap
horme 1 1 had & umiﬁ . v rool, with the
children crving for food, and T du rst not
touch it-dared not h§’f~ a handlul of grain
to make them a por rf(kgc g se | owas
backward with vy rent. The LoD i had
gaézh{%reﬁ:{i was not sufhoent o make @ np,
and 1 under notice to quit if [ eould not pay
up within tweniy-four howrs, This & far
raore cruel than being robbed by a highway-
man-—to stand bebween one’s own huntrrgf
children and the food, warding them off lest
they maght §*>ﬁ tarned out ¢ dcms‘s;. [ am
telling you nothing but s fact, siv. The wife
cut up carefully the last crast she had,
divided it amongst our hu s;w"ry :
moistencd-—ay, iiiomigv -
tears. Ah, mv Lord Bishop, had Yo seen
the cluldven thet night eugerly snatehing the
bits of crust from their mother’s rembling
bards, while their father was guarding bis
lords irr:ps renf against their ?iimw You
would have seen what a covetous Lot they
wore,  Yet of ek i the langdom of
heaven- w? chaldren who, hefore they had
yet Jearnt the Sacr i Rights of Property, are
ulié,.ﬂ{.'l}” consoions of the Saced Rigits of
Life. 1 dvave o market the loaves
which Cod had sent fov ey bunery bairns,
and ook the maor i berdship's agent.”

“ Yomt acted as an honest men, mterposed
the b :f-.'i'm;'),

WMo 1 oacted

the road.

%i@é‘mh

sokd

as a thiet 1o my own
children, and may Tod forgive me the sin,
EX(\{ "&'\]}]f‘_ﬁn E LIRS %‘FF}??H‘ L34t W[ H]‘! Cs?lii{{f(\.ﬂ

i iwe LS ih‘ moi‘%,

whdﬁe s:zf iy arrears.

P Vewt are ungra fohn, remon-
trated *‘m hmhup whe dres kpow ham
“lor ab the 1 iy case having

Ca very board ons I WEE Wi

for you.

A L
Yes, fo pay he



whe received every penny of w
folks—Heaven hless thern for if:ff hmg given
me. Jowss for fim § wes Enggézig, o that
we shotld not be turned out of sur home in
the midet of winter. [ say sur home,” he
added, after wiping r)er} atear, " for it was
we whe built it, the children helping to cary
the stones : but it has been stolen from us
ander cover of law.  You did not then
preach of covetousness to his lordship,

" How ungratehisl of voa, John, 1o speak
thus of kis lordship, after all the bindness
and forbearance he shown you. Only
last Chyistmas he gave zi! the poor of the
p&‘(!%h a free dinner, and you and your
chaldren had a good feed.”
pour fa ¢ grief
shame, or both, made ne reply bt [mm o
his head m his hends. The Socialist
answered for him —

" They would not bave bee
his degrading chanty, had he not Gest
rehbed thern of the fraits of thetr el

“ Oh, what wicked language V7 vemon-
strated the bishop 1 7 to sav this of one of
the kindest lan:]!mdm Only afew vears ago
he granted a plot of land, anit 10 Dsser
too, for a chapel.

CHow L

Tz[‘z('. STECY, OWE

i need of

}E‘-}lmé e worship zl'v*x*'(
* And granted two acres (‘f Lmﬁ to the
parsh at half price for 2 cemetery”

* And you think it wise to remind us of
i"w fact that the people could not even voi

m their H&i,w land without ks Em’dshi;’;s
bf‘n&h
T |’m= wicked lang age ! And that of

one who did the bade ng ot i‘z?\ Master By
M\;mcv to the THAGY . .
v‘\x’ hoy was it that made tham peor. .. .2
Alss, o 15 the mecrotable wall of Hw
Lord. " The paGr ye harve al with YO,
and He made soms fisTi S aud soimne vich, so
!hs”! Hr ATie abm.] ! m ”"i{( ot ilux( I l’\pmix
towards the for =

AT yz 1;<
phe iy P

v

i trme, ﬂ'am hae
bi&\!’%(ﬁ'{) i E’s‘ Y OWaE O
for me, and |

; jnhn 5

bishops had disappeared, and with 1
I ihought, the last plea of landlordism—
aamcly, the ples on moral grounds,

xIY.
CAPITALS LAST THREAT.

Tus influennial deputetion now withdrew
somewhat abruptly and without coremony.
Thet )x&hopx as mentionsd, were the fwsito
feave : m b followed the lawyers, wha, prier
to their departure, intfimated 1o their several
clients their desive for 2 prompt settlement
of their accounts. The fnanciers had sl
reacdy withdrawn to one corner of the room,
evidently awaiting an opportunity of speak-
ing o me on thelr own separste business
The bend that had held nobles. bishops.
ta TWYEYS, and fnancierg i’)‘*(t"}é’i WA "?I’UE»U}‘,
sach was now only 5 icitous for s own
mdinidoal welfare, and the class inierest of
each group asserted iself,

It was almesi piecus 1o see the onee
hanghty and insolent members of ** Chor (lid
\fﬂi')! rﬁv v inkmc as unsnccesstal suitors
out of the hall in which they had onee
raigned supreme.  Farmer John, as they
filed past him, not daring to meet his ayes,
med  quite moved by iher dejecied
demeanour ; and as soon 2¢ the door had
closed on the Tast of them, the kind, honest
simple-hearted man, forgethal of his own
past E;uff{-:z'ings, commenced to p!(?a(jx for
thera.

" Py 0T g(*]%%’}";‘\-",“ he sad ; %hsﬁ};‘ WETE
great SINTETS, it true. But, sir, were they
not as much sinned against as a‘?ni;m |
mean, wers they not a: much the products
of fa iw institutions as were the rest of us @
And what are t}n,}- uoang_{ o do now 7 T ney
are n{ % aw*(i fo wor j i

ok
MR

-

PR SR £ S

CRIUAE SERTILL

Yo ped. You

hr-wl\( {!n 11;!hmg Em them 1o seconcile
i!‘i( m o their for”

!\’EWL: i honest john,” | rephied,

mch mave d i:‘;if‘wnw (r[ ks bile
nature ;0

!‘E., ]SUL

VOLEY S




APTTALS 1 AST

tlght 5 an the contrary, they have been left
. possession of much to which others—
vonsrself, for imtance could show 2 much
}:C“c"" claire.”

They are we
new Tand men b
pruch as we want.”

" To be sure yoncan. Mor need you be
troubled on thewr account. The msjoniy
ot thess still have more than sufhcent io
enable them to live in ease and comfort ;
and as for their children—"

* ¥eds of them thar Dwas thinking.”

© As for their children, they wall svow up
under new conditions, and learn to adapt
the oreler of things, They

crie to 51, 1 am sure, for
BUCUEYE BE

PRV (AN SOO0T

emselves to the new ;
w*ﬂ enter i the new workd—a mm’!r% it
which none need be afraid 1o enter
i which o one willing to work sha
from poverty. or be haunted by the fear of
tt; a world in which the strugeie will be
imiwem FYLANY z-sacf N{itl!{'&?, and not i}n‘itween
man aod man ; a world in which e
enjoy the Foats of his own tail, wxmh
none ws?i be sccured privileges st the
crpense of his fellows, in which work will
rot only be ihe only passport o Bife, hast
ako te true nobilitg”

Y Nebility 177 interrupted the Socialisi.
“We have had wwore than encugh of
nobilibes and anstocracies.”

" May, we bave had too bitle true no-
bihty, too few real anistoerats, The better
worker 15 always the }mﬁ: v man, and the
best worker the best citizen—the First, the
fore wnost, the aristos or arisiocraf in the troe
se, The more self-made or Marure's
arstocrats we have, the betier for all. The
Flevtons, Shekespeares and MNightingales
the Watts, Cartwnights and Darwins © such
are the real anstocyats, the leaders and iorch-
hearers of civilisabion. * Our old nobility,
"was made up of sh

Frus

5

;md napey. f!ff!lte 5 yM Ve
(ﬁf\{f{rf can M%H henehit, and soi ; n]aln
lt,ﬂ‘i!idﬂ((] mstead of bBeing

o owith VoW On the

TECUFEG €}§ YOuUY ii’}é’#('li'l{'“ !

/ fﬂpzh:[

THREAT. 3

free 1o eli?  Across the sireet 1z a big
plovghshare maker. Is he not a labourer,
and are not his ploughs—ihe fupe of reaf
a(fﬁ*fﬁﬁf ~curmmilated labour 2 You say he
may dernand E"‘at}!b!hﬂ“ prices. Bur vou
iargc.t thai the tron and coal munes are open
and the for se. Have vou ever known
atrader sull '}uda by dernanding
1 bt :'lfi & F”(}"E{;?{)O%‘f
!» ot qlutc the mnimry

SOFL 2
Were not o great and standing
gricvances keen competition and low pricest™

of some
trie ?

" Yes, ff)f manuiaciored articles, but not
tor {:apiteﬂ\”

" Bai vows we have o ather capital in the
murket except what is manufactured, and that
‘ . Not, indeed, be-
cause there i3 any necessity for the term
“capital " ar all For 2 plovsh, & saw, or a
plane mz rhl b ims a3 M*i {fﬁ! d 2 com-
modi by And
czr;yif:iz;g mhzfrz i3 fsof f;f !Ee nafure of s
artificial commodity s no fonger vendible”

“Hold hard i et m='= (?zcre b othi
irois {:nlv new that
meaning, and ..
Ldpsm} is——"

P Nothing bui a name, an abstraction,
which sometimes means a ;’_;_Qm.tu-iz or 2 mill,
sometimes lands and
houses ; and semetim

pare binents and CEDErS
pmsfmtmn Onee let land, rivers, and mines

> free, and then these bonds are gone.
Thsﬁ: only wealih or " capital —1 hate to
hearthes iupi(i word—a person can then own
15 that which he has crented. f"aflac:ﬁim,‘!'y &
Yes : and, a5 vou say. he could withheld it
fromuse © and if heis a fewl. he may do so.
Bot of ke 1 not, he w]f i m. of with-
holding his machinery unill the sust has
eatern i U, s¢ el out trave [;3’% 5 ard f:.mlﬁa{m
ant ff‘m;n the pwr‘zpie* io }ﬂj}, or to hare, g‘f}r'
3 [E574 d!* IFareyyey O SH8Y feriven, E,.}f} WL
think so3 7 ’

Vhe Socahist sank
rlbews on the mhble
his two hands. He ko
ght had sud

Fe8, FIVers :m(!
-, vather, m@stiv
L tha kg :m'ymzfvizzm

v ohus char,
! has head m
ldeved, a5 1
v brokew in upon

ER F Lot

b




i anci as sucﬁ have been COnL-

my. lme + T 'don’t deal in sentiment.:

’ ..:.Now I don’t object to th&t in
eration, and might - even render you

1 deerm it night o warn you of what
st mf:v}tajﬂy folfow if you Should kﬂ[ off
| ‘enterprise.”
: “"Our ob]ect 13 to encourage entetpnse,
“not'to kil it ; provided, of course, that the
-enterpnsc is not of amischievous character,”
* But your legislation, sir, will kit out alf
-enterpnsc, and drive ali the capital, upon
which ihe woﬂ«;ers are entirely dependent,
out of the country.”
o 1 mvoluntarily burst out laughing. Here
was a man—a capifalisf, as my Sociakist
Hriend would call him—threatening to run
_é’iway unless [ taxed his capital rather than
Jand ; while the Sociaslist theught of
drwmg: kamn out of the country by 2 property
tax. 1 exchanged glances with the Socialist
and said —
“Pray be a little more exphicit. In the
; ﬁr& place, bow will : i stifle enterprise.
e, you see, it's M{e this : A man

:des;rous of makmw provision for the future,
a(‘cllmui_ates his mon &y instead of sgx:n&m &

: = “ typicalt eage”
: versation was mtermpte&. '
ort, stout,. vuigar ‘selfsatishad-
ofe Qf tne fc}rementmned .

ofthesviay moor—and buili: a: hotel &

- that-an Iﬂegmmaie enterprise
_:_WGHICI you tax me 3

“unimproved value ‘of your Jand, That is

: 'any Questions of 1 Fmporiance hy .
aim"s_t as exalteti pﬂsmons as yours,
: ¢t -ti}eoﬂes ‘about ]ust:ce meraht}, . _the value of the bare’ land irrespective of
liberty, and all that kand of thing ; that’s”
~posed, you woulé at first be taxed accordin:

-_Daubﬁess vou want to do ‘something for.

’ when ag 133 o[d s, which “Fou seent . 53]

alnable assistance 1§ 1; approve of themeans. -
 taxes, local rat&e on the value of the property

: of aﬂ thati s auc 2
i pnse

That s just what You .d@ noi da an
will: prove it to you. -Let me give: you
Supposmg Fiook: up some;
useless waste banid-—say a plot.¢ Of 'sore o

hydropathic. establishment, trymg to ma

‘It nto a health Yesert.: You could not “call.

oitld e taxe& according to-th

“youwwould niot be taxed according 6 theuse
youweremaking of the land ; nor accordin:
to the value of your bu:ldmgs sinorit
trade Yo, may he doing “butaccordin

improvements. In the case you have. sape L

10 its value s moor Tand. - Surely that’
mnoye encouragement to enterpnse i‘han

regret, you were threatened with 1 properiy

yon had built, in addition to a ‘ground’ rent,
and that whether your business paid or not.”
“Sofar w0 good. But SUpposing my

venture turned out a great success, and that
people are attracted in Jarge numbers build- =
ings springing up all aronnd me, until my' -
hotel forms the centre of 2 thriving town:
This, of course, woild send Jand values up,
and my plot, 1 will presume, is the most
valoable, Would you then still tax away all:"
the unearned increment,’ as vou call i3 7

“ Certainly, and much io vour own
advaniage. For in that case there would be
required a local fund for roads, hgbtmg,
draipage, &ic., wh.u; would- add 1o - your
comfort as well as unprove your busmess:
prespects.  You could not, in-comma
fairness, be exenipt from contnbutmv you
quoia of public expenditure,”

" But to tax away all the value of miy land
under such circiimstances would be Bjust
sirce 3t is | w%m gave it the va]ue :




for city E{—srzdy a'g:gd shat he
ve not made the city,”
nd suppose | bl 2 whole township
oL ib(’ spot OFL B ufation, amg Je {;as!af then
camne o live momy hotses

* That wmxl] acet alier the case. The
principde e the same. ¥ whmzh! o be
o s operations
‘ U(cam“ i }amv ri

i
- el ine
vid success you are

coked s thonsagd
sine 1o live 1n them 2
wold be no ineres

HSES, dﬂ(i nohod
" inihat cn

e
3

Sl

and hence po incressed tax. Bog !g
sple did come to live in vour houses,

then any i valee of the land would
0 their presence, and hence they are
_.ih‘iii! d to share in 1ts henchits.”

f‘md wé it veward  have |

for

Iy

ried posit

H{»rv
the ente
resuImeC

"I thar cese vou A dyrve all the
out of t

" Bug wh};‘} ’

" E'it—':(:aizsiz there  no outlet for 35
body will care to Invest his mon
terms, Yoo simply
ié\ ’ii l]'ﬂt‘.it{f YRy es {'?[ '.%3‘\!

v Mot at all.
Pl ﬁ: FREE T ?Y‘f
YO ity ff

(792.;’;% bzl

ey you w
i dz.;imr'rrh

G H
o ’ffi}fl’ ke t F] heve
i?!z\ ety when the money
o brisk that it w
law the rate of fmt

bt
went,

it

ﬁ‘apzi&f ¥

o S

That was, of rovrse, be
scarce, arnd the demand for
él’l{fi’l? however, ax vou koows, the
inlerest came dowe tirnes was as f ¥
a5 Two poy cend,

Do vou know why 37

s And pow that YOIz have
land  Aree-—ihai, c-unseqm:ime
a‘z}f pc{m!c: Zarl hia}l WagEs, ami the
the comi-
e‘srﬁx avery ho{ ¥ is in & position
I I w!i;lw o borrow, and
alby beloar par, ‘lm; Yook sur-
Vell, T have a fow thowsand
fiends hefe. What

Wl fm!{ AN 'éféf,
‘ilif of the Stare? "
- Ohar revenoe is nat
SR ENSS, bt

prised at tha

pounds. o have ¥

ave we o dc: wrih tham ¥
‘i

frons e@}aﬂ *zoi hn w.rl(
yLEs wed by the ;u?‘x and w
m’ﬁf’

‘here you are, This is the answer we
meet with ey Cry%hr&ra* "
" n z}z@t ca Tl smd, ch
sefit of my Sowadist friend, ” we evidently
do noi peed any laws against usu but
such a " ghut of capital ” shoudd stmulate
than sufle enterprise.  There are
plenty of means for safe investrents. For
istance, by building move substantial homes
ter vour children © by giving them a better
edhecation - by plmumw chards and Bovwer
ns. And if vou sbmkof crealing move
thar con need i ord(’r !f‘r sive your childres
starl m bife, VO GO sid hotels, ware
berases, ﬂ'lﬁ”dtlé:h

iy for the

m]ﬁ ﬂ“() mte; it -m
DO back,
by on the mome

Lowant I(

Elfl'i’f iw“! of we >]ih and !
without pav. And so we have
ety pass, that cepital, |

t. has io [y popie

s

CrnrEandm e mtore
centing it

T Mot so. You would in that case i
for the comervalion or preser
wealth, fnd i o man looks after VORY SO0

vation of

ER te



st 1110} {}f usury'_

_mﬂa _,_alk

forso itht _'Whe ] accor&mg ’to"_".
FORE oW showmg, noboriy wants to boirow, _

snd nearky’ everybodyis m a'position to lend.
Rumé&
' :zmd ‘over His fellows, and because a
few usurers cannot command mterest on

E“hezr money ! The oniy interest of a nation ~

and. the_
of one's
i capital is the ability to ‘;upport )

15 the well-being of its members ;-
ily reward, the only * profit 7.

1 comparative’ ease and comfort.”

i my caplta] tome?

¥ nelg hbours. ﬁmd 1f they havc no

ther, then it is clear that that

fﬁﬁn of wea]th s nﬂt e& at

bec:ause no one is now able to'get the -
" threats.

" consequences would bed

propose takmg sutch things Wit}l ysu 2
He hesitated, and 1 saw that he was com
mencing fo’ recorrmse the hoﬂowness of lu

He thén sald 'lf we w;thdraw aﬂ mi
machinery, have you cmnmdered what ’Ehe

“*No 2.1 have not ﬂmught urh ai}oz.

it 2 but, nevertheiess 1. can imagine wha
- would happen: Amenca‘ Geérmany, Frai
it's Al very fine talk but w}la‘t gaad -

and other couniries v world probably | be o

- %o learn that there is a country o
‘1t ‘million. inhahitants: in want. of all kinds
“implements, and would giut ‘our market

the <evera1 na’tls)ns wmpetmm‘ Wik

- other: Have gouconsidered what efféct tha
.. would have on t}m vaiue of your old
- and pioughs P




hat of vour pifesence. o

3U ' iplete: .'Be 6
3 have S0, weil begun 1

Il. then hav" to close :'_t}_xe. Stogk v

“Ho bve 165 porlal Wl]l have mMore meaning
han at present. So i you think of leavmg
he ‘country, all we can ‘say to you is

*Good niddance,” mte;’posed the Socxal»
st an& Farmer ]chn a&&ed Amen P

BEGiNNING (}F THE- END.
T lddance' Was echoed hy &
thonsand : vomes outs;de a5 the smaﬁ band

6{' this most ﬂbjectmnable class

: _Stﬂ! oreater was my dehght When :

] I SHW

smaﬂ b&nd of earnest

it i o place where people shall
-thezf'several prodiscts and conduct -
i apd then the i Inscr1p~'

' 'imow yout Jdeal ‘and share it. 1 have
- that’ charmmg book of yoirs;
_ Nowhere wnth its fascmatmg and beauiiful

“doesm e:ons:st'of an assembiage ﬂf 3
; -miﬁlon humﬂn -catﬂe

** Nor mmé 'neither goad ne:ghbe'
“News fror

picture of the England that 1s to be. ‘And

" as |, too, set greater vilue onthe development

of the. sprritual, or purely human, as dis

guished from the mere ariimal quahties o

the race, I would fain see it veahsed.”
Then why in ‘the name of dutv d:df’y{m

- not use the absolute power at yotir COMIMaT
1o abolishasystem that has reduc__ed man}
heélow the beasts of the held » 'W}sy' ham

* plon individualism and comp

the for::e of ‘a keen mld—b!ooded e.g;

ot mcfwulualzsm but a . euph
ho, at. their hest vare! it humanl-.-
- * between brothers for individual advantag_
‘s 3t not; botkin name and essence, ﬁentl

L With seiﬁshness S b

egolism? Does ‘it 'hot involve a’strng




g :t’plx' i
it ami

[ vzuugu! i
I wish to zet o F) asa if'? “and surer
Uacl Even sIlL m]wiua of Paradise iise
would he {k&*”gy iy e chased it we had @
travel thither over the murdersd hodies
of cur brother-men.  That sheotine in
Tratabear Qﬁ{g'n"‘v r\‘* m§m b yon dreams
WES A Lf‘!’fﬂnu siﬁd
Fle booked senous, sad,

ks noble coun
with tes
remedies,” he s“cp.;ui.
than ﬁa@‘ pm;ﬂlzaur»;a of # sy
i " hl A1) E]ilf\iﬁiiﬂ BT

at
ik
3E
£

s

‘\3(., her a sudden death for a fe
setual  dampation of the many.
¥ saw no other way out of the

p"}mﬁ, Bust 0 vou the
way opened. What we want to

know i3, w?w yor have not vsed the power
with which you have been entrusted w
abolish ence and for al! this degrading cut-
.hm al sy of compeiition which sets
other against brother. .
" mu fe il iF veu s

Z'}i* }w frrst phice
et s h< ear as £ what are ‘i}ls-; poants that
need reformeng. You mtinnriﬁv hm']:; of
the one string-—competitive
veflect for a moment, and vou will i{md thai
W};{' yors have been {%fﬂf,,{.‘w vel l}w wWas
the competiive system, but the 1!{{:(.!1?&!1?]6:8
m hurean m;w ¥ ard the 1 rz“s]u tice done to
the many.
compehiiv ST eas a;mplv becanse, in
ity (,immzm thai was the cause of all the
wouble, Why [ do net fzw!ﬁ against 1k s

! but have o

G 1Y
Y

¥
£

beomase | do ot -h<1it' I'%zii mpmi we. Bt
this Ui!i\i bj," i,h<, WY, Lov i Cazmoi S8y that
i 4 .

AT llE(.z 1
it it s })\tsil Ht i!‘ 1 iasi B O~

reeval derangement, and will
with the diseose, of which it s
et oa meve sympiom. The
theys, ixr as 1o what should be

1 nch should regrdate the
: i@ of the community, T het pu!ni o
wonld ha te feave to be decided | vy the
munity ¢ that is, cach member for him-

S :f Yi)*l

r{iiai mﬂc

s That 1s,
habits and
. Habis

- suddenly

(‘liféiui'[‘s% “’s oy sheuld fomwv“
»mfiumzm‘:s are nol fo b change

that people
xh(;u[d lwez i.{)g{)a wr 1o love and harmony
! BEVEE, But vemember that such vesulis
cart oty be brought abovt gradually, and by
pu,mdmg the condiions ne ry to therr

i‘mlopn‘erri. Yms canngt fovee ;wa;s@'z inte
such relations agaimst their inclination ; and
that at the PrEsent inomms
mchned to adopi your idead,

H AR
VORL TROT BeRo o6

am l‘{ lpsrzw i on, and that in the best
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