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our thinking aboui real estate
taxes is confused because-the term
real estate is a compound of two
distinct and separate entities,
land and buildings or improvenments.
Land is not a product of human la-
bor, whereas buildings are, Land is
a fixed quantity. Buildings can be
built at will. Taxes effect each in
diametrically opposite ways.

Tax land and the price 6f land
comes down. Tax buildings and the
price of buildings go up.

ELTA is trying to explain that a
heavy tax on land will make land
more readily available to those who
need it. By removing taxes from
buildings we encourage the building
process and the production of all
kinds of wealth at more reasonable
prices.
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Under Land ¥Yalne Taxation the assessor
would train himself not to see yeur
bonse at all. He would think of your
property as if it was & vacamt Jlot. He
would take careful uete of all the other

HOW CONFUoeD CAN YOU GETT

TH1S MAN IS A CAD. YOU
CAN TELL BY THE WAY HE
ROLDS HIS MQUTH. HE BEAT
1I8 WIFE, TSH! TSH!!BO
HE ®WAS FINED $100,.--GNCE.

MORAL:

THIS MAN I3 A GOOD CITI-
ZEN AND LOVES HIS WIFE.
¥0U CAN TELL BY THE BOW
AND ARROW RTIT. HE BUILT
HER A BEAUTIFUL HCNE, S0
THEY FINED HIM $300, NOT
JUST ONCE, BUT EVERY YEAR
OF HIS LIFE!!

IT 15 CHEAPER TO BEAT HER.--

OR ARE WE GETTING COMFUSED TOO?

heuses or stores which tend te give your
site its value and would rate your
accordingly. He would say teo himself,
“Suyppose there were no house there at
all. What would the bare land be worth?’

land

JOIN OUR SHOUTING CAMPAIGR

Welve been thinking that it is remotely possible that
somebady right in your own neighborhood has never even heard
of land value taxation. Doesn't know that this is the most
effective way to create jobs, clear slums, reduce housing
costs and transfarm Erie into a city of sheer splendor.

So here's what we would like you to do.

Climb up on

your roof, and at the top of your lungs, yeil,- "We want

land value taxationl"

That should do it.

If you live in an apartment and they won't let you us
on the roof-—well, try sticking your head owt 2 window about
midnight and scream your head off, "Tell the Mayor we want

land value taxation!”
might hear you,—-or

about you.

If you yell loud enough the Mayar

We think this is the kind of campaign that wili get

lots of exciting results.

1f not for us, at least for you.

Bertram A. Wilson, president
of the Erie Land Tax associa-
tion, announced today that ELTA
will go in strong for political ac-
tion in the local elections of 1965.
It is obvious,” said Mr. Wilson,
¢that hit and miss educational
work will never be enough to
make land value faxation a
reality in Erie, We must line up
thousands of votes and elect a
mayor and two councilmen in
55 who will owe their election
to those who want the land
fax.”

To this end ELTA will conduct
a house fo house cdAnvass tu ex

plain fo homeowners the many
advantages of land value taxa-
tion, Since the association bel-
jeves most of the people who
own their own homes are pre-
sently paying far more of the
property tax than they rightful-
ly should, apd since tax redué-
tions for all who have kept their
properiies up will be immediate
and in many cases substantial
the campaign will be aimed at
the homeowners as individuals.
They will be asked to support
those candidates who, in the
opinion of the ELTA hoard will
work sincerely for the adoption
of land value taxation.

WED.,

REPRODUCED FROM

THE ERIE TIMES

SEPT. 30, 1964

Public meetings will be held
during the Fal and Wiater
seasons on the second Monday
of each month ai the Glenwood
¥MCA where various aspects of
the land tax concept will be pre-

sented by qualified speakers
and where general discussions
of the proposed tax policy can
be encouraged. All who recog-
nize the merits of land value ta-
xation or have questions regard-
ing the plan will be urged to
come and participate. The next
meeting wiil be Monday, Octob-
er 12, at & p.m,
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A SPECIAL MESSAGE TO ALL ERIE HOMEOWNERS

Dear Fellow Taxpayers:

ELTA was organized three years ago. At that fime we felt certain
that the merits of Land Value Taxation would be recognized quickly. A
new law had been passed and for the first time in its history Erie was
in a position to shift part of it’s property tax from buildings and im
provements to land value. We felf sure that when we explained its many
advantages civic leaders would embrace it and work for its adopiion.

Our hopes have not been realized. Apparently we are going to have to
undertake the education of the property owners on a person to person basis.

sTﬁis'Fdli wé are taking our story to the homeowners. We want you
read carefully this collection of advertisements and articles which have
appeared in the public press.

in 1965 Erie will slect a Mayor and two Councilmen. We of ELTA are
prepared to offer our good services to the homeowners in helping to de-

termine who among the candidates will most effectively represent the
cause of Land Value Taxation.

Te this end will you comsider carefully the whole matter? Then when
you are convinced of the justice of this method of taxation will you please
sign and return the enclosed card? Let us add that unless you return the
card you leave us completely in the dark as to how yocu feel. TUnless we can
g0 to the candidates and say that we have five or ten thousand property
cwners who favor Land Value Taxation our effort will be in vain.

As we are able we will run advertisements in the Monday editions of
both the News and the Times. If we have your name we will let you know
which candidates we feel meri% our endorsement. Meanwhile, if you want to
know more about LVT plan to attend our meetings on the second Monday even-
ings of each month at the Glenwood YMCA at 8 P. M.

Please give this matier your best thought and let us know how you feel.

3

Very cordially yoiurs,

LY
: i r i ) s, G v e
Dol s C
L
{  Bertram A. Wilson, President
' Erie Land Tax Association
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Land Value Taxation always rewards the ‘do-ers’. It is for
this reason that taxes are immediately reduced for those who have
invested in good homes or who have maintained their homes well
over the years. Manufacturers are even more apt to be consistent
winners uwnder LVT. In order to house large operations extensive
plant equipment is needed. All this comes high under the present
system. We have found very few manufacturing plants, regardless
how old they*might be, which would not immediately benefit under
Land Value Taxation. Sveryone engaged in manufacturing or even
employed in a manufacturing plant should favor LVT. There is.a
direct relationship between Land Value Taxatlon and higher wages.
We cannot develop this thesis here but .it is basic in the think-
ing of all who believe in Land value Taxation. '

The Erie News and Times - - Sept. 30, 1964

There are twe basic sources of public rev-
enue, land and labor products. Almest all cur
taxes are levied against laber products, or
what amounts to the came thing, labor itself.
Even the butk of our real estate fax is borns
by the labor products that men puf on laed,
These are called improvemeats. Only a finy
fraction of the total tax burden is lovied against

land.

Everyone has & vagues idea that all taxss
are always passed on to the ultimate consumer.
This is true enly of thoss faxmes levied against
labor products. When land velus is faxed the
owtter is obliged to pay the fax and he cannot
pass it on to the user in the ferm of aither
higher prices or higher rents, This may sound
bad but it is actually the key fo prosperity
because it makes -goed land and land sites
availzble to all.

care about faxes. We just pass the tax on in
the form of higher prices.” They de, and every-
ons has te pay more for what thay need or
want, and the merket for manufactured goods
is eurtailed. By making laber products rather
than fend value carry the fax burden many a
would be manufacturer Is locked out of land.
This is also true of all users of land, whether

Almost all manufaciurers say, “We don't’
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for agriculture, for miners! deposits or for sites
for stores, shops, offices or homes. All individ.
ual workers a ths general economy must pay
$on much ouf In rent and so they have less and
less to spend for the products of the manu.
facturers.

When will the smart manufacturers really
smarten up? Everyone seems fo ba pretiy cbtuse
at this point but for smart men fo do_ such
dumb things is just teo much!

Land Value Taxation will rescive mors prob-
fems than any known temedy bscause it goes
to the root of our economic troubles. The ecs.
nomic benefits could be fabulous. The socie-
logical overtongs could be besutiful beyond
description.

Collect the publicly created value of land
into the public treasury fo bsar the public ex-
panse and stop faxing labor and labor producis.

Hear Wylie Young explain the most far-
reaching of all ecomomic laws, The Lew of
Rent, at a public meeting in the Slenwood
YMCA, Monday, Oct. 12th at § PM. Always a
{ecture and discussion on VT on the Second,
Menday of every menth. Sams place and fima.

Sponsored by Erie Land Tax Assocfaiéen.
2217 Peninsula Drive. TE 3.0229
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that we are smarter than mosit, but that
circumstance has exposed us to the
truth, and that the exposure is
still awaiting them

It 911 goes back to an understanding
of a basic economic law, namely, the
law of rent. Not one college graduate
in a hundred ever heard of the law and
not more than one in a thousand could
state what it is or how it works. When
we observe that failure on the part of
men to understand and control this law
ig at the bottom of more human misery,
more poverty, more wars and more inhum-
anity of man to man, we See our words
falling on deaf ears and uncomprehend-
ing minds. When we outline and explain
the method of applying Land Value Taxa-
tion and when we detail its many advan-
tages, we so often find our ideas being
treated as something of mere passing
interest, and with no apparent realiza-
tion that this reform would go to the
very heart of our degenerate economic
order, and that such a change would at
ieast begin & new chapter in man’'s
struggle for justice and personal
independence.

CHURCHILL UNDERSTOOD

In his early days Winston Churchill
dug into the philosophy of Land Value
Taxation as so logically presented 1in
“Progress and Poverty” by Henry George.
e became convinced and prior to the
first world war he made many speeches
explaining why England should adopt
a policy of taxing land value.

For many years Churchill strove val-
iantly to interest his constituents
in Land Value Taxation. Finally he
concluded that the people were not to
be stirred by an appeal to such a sim-
ple reform. He allowed himself to be
caught up in the everts of the Boer War
and later in World Wars one and two.

Later Churchill stood before parlia-
ment and reviewed the wreckage of two

World Wars. He recalled his eariier
days of championing Eand value Tax-
ation, and how he had found the people
were not interested and had chosen to
g0 another road. Reviewing the terrible
history of that road, he said, ““I am
afraid they took the wrong road’”

We wonder what might have been the
case had Churchill been supplied with a
law and had only to persuade his con-
stituents to give the idea of LVT a
fair trial. Qur experience indicates
that he would have found it just about
as rough a road. " Land Value Taxation
has neither the glamour nor the urgency
of other political issues;, it is too
complex for ordinary tastes; it does
not lend itself to titillating head-
lines....Since the whole thing is an
age 0ld problem anrd not an immediate
crisis, it can be put aside until
later....The virtues may conceivably be
many, but they are by no means self
evident.’” So runs, in part, some com-
ments made by another person suffering
from our brand of frustration.

WHAT NEXT IN ERIE?

For us in Erie there remains one
possible course of action. Though we
ourselves recoil at the accusation of
being primarily motivated by self in-
terest, we are going to play the self-
interest angle loud and clear. Home-
owners have plenty of reason to be up
in arms over their property taxes.
Moreover, we are aware of the tax anger
generated by having to pay increased
taxes every time improvements are
added. For the great majority of home-
owners a land based tax will mean lower
taxes, but even more significantily they
mean that assessments will not he
raised when improvements are made.
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One of our most aggravating exper-
iences as we try to get people to see
the wisdom of employing Land Value TFax-
ation is to have some cynic fix us in
his sights and say, “Wnat do you expect
to get out of this?”. The assumption
is that nobody ever does anything with-
cut expecting it to *pay off”. If this
i= s0 we are all sick.

A TV announcer in Erie once took it
upon himself to go beyond his proper
function and to editorialize after
a news story on ELTA broke. I{ was on
the occasion when Judge Gerald Weber
went before City Council to request
that a special study committee be ap-
pointed. The announcer made the comment
that the idea came from some manu-
facturers in Pittsburgh and that the
result would be such as to cause the
nomecwners of Erie to pay higher taxes
than before.

This was a pure fabrication. There
was not a singie manufacturer in the
whole state of Pennsylvania who had any
interest in pressing for LVT in Erie.
Moreover, it c¢an he c¢learly proven that

SUspiClioUs

PUBILIC

YOUNG

most homeowners not only will eajoy
lower taxes under LVT than before but
they can make any and all kinds of im-
provements on their properties without
suffering any increase in their assess-
ments or taxes.

There are people outside of Erie who
are interested in the campaign here,
but they represent no pressure group
and their interest is purely a matfer
of econcmic ideology. They Kknow what a
land based tax will do for any commun-
ity and they long to see it given a
fair trial in some city., county or
state. To this end many are willing to
make voluntary contributions. Bow these
contributions could possibly prove pro-
fitable to them is heyond understand-
ing. Their gifts only serve to prove
that this world is full of people who
will work for and support a cause with-
cut hope of personal gain.

Certainly, the members of the Erie
Land Tax Associationr have worked in
concert, not because they as indivi-
duals hoped to gain, but they see in

LVT not only a better way to levy the
real estate tax but the beginning of
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We've got to find o brogder tax base.”

AN ORIENTAL RULER waos once in the some fix. He
needed more money. 5o, he decreed:

ALL DAYE TREES SHALL BE TAXNED

THE PEQPLE responded in kind. They cut down their
date trees ond the kingdom was impoverished,

WHEN THE MAYOR staris looking he may well discover
thot there are only fwo kinds of tax bases. First, iabor
products, oe lobor itself, which omcunis fo the same
fhing.

Second, Land, or more specifically for cify dwellers,
land sifes.

REAL ESTATE inciudes both lend and lobor preducts,
for all buildings wre producis of human fabor,

HNOW HEAR THIS

ANY TAX on any labor product discourages end hin-
ders the production of ‘nut produck, This is o basic
economic law,

IN ERIE buildings carry 6% times as much of the real
estate tax os does land,

ALSO HEAR THIS

ANY TAX on land value tends o reduce the price of
fand for any whe might wish 1o use it. Land connof be
taxed out of existence, It is always there, But i vou
own vacant or underdeveloped land and the fax goes
up you will either use it or sell i, This is why we say
land can be jaxed into use. Buildings can be éand often
are taxed out of use, No one will ever know how many
buildings were never built in Erie becouse of the tax on
buitdings.

CURE: Shift the tox from buildings to lond valuve, I§ is
not the tax on real estate that is too high. The jox on
buildigs is too high and the fax on lond is too low.
By vsing lond vaolue os the tox bose you can reduce
the taxes on buildings and still raise the same cmount
~of money. In doing so you will sef the stage for thou-
sands to build on land that is no longer too high in
price to acquire, ond fo enjoy buildings exempt from
any future tax.

ERIE LAND TAX ASSOCIATION
2217 PENIMSULA DR. TE 3.0229

1965 is the year thaf Erie citizens must elect a Moyer
and a Con~cil who will institute Lund Value Taxation.

Advi. Erie News and Times 1-1i-68

OUR SUSPICIOUS PUBLIC
a basic reform which promises
both relief for the average man and
freedom and independence for all
whoe invest either their money or
their labor in the production of
wealth or in the réddering of any
worthwhkile service.

It is relatively easy for Com-
munists, Socialists, or even the
more respectable reforms such as
the New Deal, the New Frontier or
the Great Society to dramatize
their appeals. One does not have to
see much except that some pegple
are rich and others poor in order
to respond to popular cries for ac-
tion,

Land Value Taxation has every
bit as much potential for reform as
any of these programs and it is de-
signed to keep individualism and
free enterprise at the center of
things withouf in any warimpalring
the power of a peopie ©tO Dprogress,
or creating conditions that might
cause the people to want to call on
the Federal Government for help.

CUR HIGHEST HURDLE

Perhaps our greatest hurdle in
deating with our suspiciouns publie
is our repested and exclusive
emphagis upon the real estate tax.
“Why this sudden preoccupation with
a tax that has been accepted and
paid unquestioningly by owners of
all kinds of property? Why not the
still unpopular income tax, or the
irritating sales taxes? Where do
you get the ides that a big change
in our economy will result by this
obligue attack on the real estate
tax? You do net propose abolishing
it. All -you have to suggest is that
we shift the base of the tax from
land and buildings jointly to land
alone. What difference does it make

ERIE . PA
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whether you tax land or buildings?
We muist have money for all local
taxing authorities, {City, Schoocl
and County)y and all are willing %o
pay their fair share, so what gives
with you people anyway®”

In the same vein they cannot
recall having heard anyone else
playing this tune. They went to
schoel and mary even graduated from
colleges and professional schools.
No professor ever put much emphasig
on this. They read and lock at TV.
They never see any books about
LVT. ¥0 newspapers ever discuss the
real estate tax from this angla. No
columnists or commentators ever
even bring the subject up. They go
to church, attend lectures, hold
gegminars and try to keep their
minds open for all possible light
that might come along, and with all
this in the back of their minds
they say, '"What makes you think you
know something that has escaped the
notice of all purveyers of inform-
ation? Can you blame us if we con-
clude that you must be a little
teched in the head? Why should we
even bother to check your arguments
or take time to investigate your
claims?”

SOME PREDICAMENT

This is c¢ur predicament and it
is some predicament. It makes us
wonder sometimes just who is crazy?
It spoils most of cur reading and
it keeps us everlastingly bemoan-
ing the universal state of ignor-
ance among educated people. We are
used to it and have been for a long
time. We have checked our theories
against the facts amd we have
listened hard to all the presumably
educated as they have exhibited
their confusion in the area of fun-
damental economics. %We just have to
ebide by our own conclusiops. Not

FEBRUARY 1, 31265

TOUCHE

Dickson owned siralegic acres, Wiere, there and avarys
where cbout his 2ity, He wos ¢ land speculater,

A strip of Jand wee needed by the School Board for @
right of way. Dickson owned the lond. They mef fo talk
it over. Dickson was ssking $75,900. The Board wes
offering $10,000. Dickson locked hiz “hunt”, and the
Boord glored its wutrage.

BICKSON SCREAMED

but one after another the Boord members srose 1o de-
clare his demand oulrageous and his greed g shame.
Finaliy o quist spoken member of the Board, also on
City Councth, stood up ond soid, ! am in faver of
meeting Dickson's terms.” Thers was o murmur of dis-
approval, but he edded, “on condilion that il his
ether jands be

ASSESSED AT THE SAME RATE

Every cily has fts Dicksons by the dozens, Everylime
some Dickson of Erie tokes his speculative cul, every
weorker, including bank prasidents, office and factory
mandagers——you name fhem, gnyong who works for o
living—, must be satisfied with less. They oll pay in the
form of lower incomes, higher lexes, smaller homes and
dingier siores,

BUT THEY PAY AND PAY AND PAY

A higher tax on land velue will pull the rug owut from
under the land speculators. All those millions, and we
do meon millions, of their outrageous “takes’ will no

- longer constifute a drain on the economy. Mo longer

will the worker have to make up the difference in his
production, in taxes on his buildings, in taxes on his
purchases or on his income. For the first time in his life

HE WIiLL BE FREE

Wa hear much these days about the loss of our basic
liberiies. In teaching the principles of land value tox-
ation we poinf to our ineplilude in texing land and
declare our conviction that by foiling Jo tax jend prop-
erly

WE HAVE LET QUR FREEDOM ESCAPE

let's get i back, let’s vole for men who will give us
Land Yalus Taxalion.

ERIE LAND TAX ASSOCIATION
2217 PENINSULA DR. TE 3-0229

Az

Advt. Erie News and Times I-18-65
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Good! That iz =l vou have to know in order
to estirnate what vouwr CITY tax would be
under Land ¥Value Taxation,

Here’s how. Get out your 1963 City tax bill,
Wateh it! Don't take your School fax or your
County tax bill, LVT is only applicable on the
CITY tax. '

Check: it. You will see your land assessment,
your assessment on improvements, and a total
of these. Your tax will have been based upon
the TOTAL. Now, to get a close approximation
of what your eity tax would be under Land
Value Taxation take yvour land assessment and
multiply by .070. That will be it.

Now compare. Surprised? We thought you
would be. The great majorily of Erie Home-
owners will enjoy sizable tax reductions. And
this is only on the CITY tax. Thousands of
homes, even twenty or forty years old but on
average size lots, will save substantially.

THE ELTA NEWS MaAR. 1. 1264

Erie Morning News and Daily Times

Feb. 28, 1964

“‘Our piesent real astate fax pol-
fay Ip as obsolete as some of the
306 year old buildings on State
e, Yol us get 8d of Loth by
edopting Tané Value 'Fexstion™
SEORGE E, DAWES
Seies Pevresenintive Tor
Buckey: Ribbon ané Carbea Co.

MEMBER 6F E.LTi.
BOAED
Hundreds of fine new homes on large lots
will come up hig winners. Even those who en-
joy vacant lots adjacent o their homes may
well enjoy lower taxes than before.

Will your taking such a tax reduction make if
impossible for the city to meet its budgetary
needs? No. On the contrary money will come
into the public treasury stronger than before.
Good usable land is always in demand and
many . will be glad to pay the fax required.
When improvements are exempt new and
finer buildings will spring up and these will
add greater value to the land.

VWhen you support LVT you are on the side
of right and economic justice. You vole to
eliminate poverty, to create jobs, renew your
city and strike a blow for freedom.

Should you want ro know how we arive of the figure 070 we will be glod te
send you a copy of “The Key,” o brief explanation of how LVT con be applied in Erie.

Lend Value Taxation is now poséib!e in all cities of the Third Class in Pennsylvania.
In Corry, the magic number is .0575; in Meadville, .042; in Franklin .075; in OH City,

0703.

Collect the publicly created value of land inte the publfic treasury to bear the public

expense.

Coll or write ELTA, 2217 Peninsule Dr., TE 3-0229

VoL, 1

MARCH
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The Erie Land Tax Association began publishing # series of advertise-
ments in the Erie Morning News and the Erie Daily Times each Saturday,
peginning with the issues of January 11, 1964. In this isste we pre-’
sent reprints of four advertisements appearing in February.

Saturday, Feb.

22, 1964

hen

en Take

Erie iz suffering from an acuie case of urban
blight. Within one rrdle of the downtown area in
ail directions blight is king.

.Cities do not have to die at the core. This
tenéency is so common that it is accepled as
vitable., If is not,

Robert M. Hutchms, ex-president of Chlcago
Unzvarsxty, ex-editor of the Encyclopedia Bri-
tannica, now head of the Center for Demeocratic
Research in California says,

“Taxes should promofe sound public policies
but the real-property tax, the main support of
local governments, reflects and promofes every
upsound policy imaginable,

It encourages urban blight, suburban sprawl,
and land speculation. It thwarts urban rehab-
ilitation, construction,, investment in building
and improving homes, and orderly development.

has the right to adopt it NOW.

out huildings of seventy or eighfy years.

Blicht Takes

ff

W. Wylie Young
Executive Director
Erie Land Tax
Associalion

The reason is that the tax is based upon the
market value of the property. Raw iand has a
lower market valize than improve! land. There-
fore the man who buys raw land and does noth-
g with it pays comparatively liille tax.

The more he puts into it the higher his fax.
He is penalized for making raw land into a farm
or a place fo live. The more he spends the more

he is penalized.

THE REMEDY IS ABSURDLY SIMPLE. It is
to take the tax off the improvements and puf
it on the land. The owner would then be taxed
on what the community had done for him in
raising the value of his land. He would not be
punished for what he had done to bhuild up the
community.”

SO SAYS DR. HUTCHINS. This is whaf we mean by lond Velve Toxation. City Coundil |

. ¥ is because we insist upon penalizing all property improvers that older sections of Erie
suffer from blight and decoy. Put the fax on the land and gradually improvements wiil
appear. In fime the ohsolefe areas will again become desirable places for living. With
buildidgs exempt, good homes and many modern upariments will replace the oid worn-

| Erie cannot afford to posipone this program. When blight takes over, men fake off.
_ They are toking off in droves, and those who are leff have fo carry the fax load.
keeps geilfing heavier and heavier for fewe r and fewer people.

7 WAKE UP, ERIE! THIS IS A GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY!
'-Co,lléi:i' the publicly created value of land into the public freasury te bear the public expense

ELTA 2217 Peninsula Drive

Telephone TE 3.0229
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Two of Erie’s Jeading lawyers serve as direciors of ELTA  Be
cause this Is a paid advertisement we cannot picture, hame or
quete them, They both know thot it doesn’t foke o Philadelphia

fawyer to understand:

* That real estate is TWO things, LAND and
IMPROVEMENTS
% That LAND is-the G{m-given -gource of all

*ﬁatlandxsafixedquanﬁ&mﬂnommt

of taxation can desiroy sms acre.

¥ That the higher the tax on lakd the lower
the price of lanc becomses.

# That ihe er the tax om buildings the
more expe;i;ﬁle, fewer and poeter buildings
are certain to be.

“% That we need more and better buildings.

Brie Lamd Tén ne-?wn.

% That fo stop taxing buildings and to {ax land
vaite instead will bring more-and betier
land-sites inie use and encourage the con-

gtruction of more and better stores. homés

and factories,

% That Land Valpe Taxatwn is-Jegal, just and
beneﬁmal for all

ERIE, PA.

THE ELTA NEWS ) MAR., 1, i964

| A new law in Pennsylvania permits Evie fo use fand
value as a base for the real estate twt, Tradifiorialiy
the base has -heen the combined valve of iand and

Taxes. Schosi snd Counly faxes mwst be as before.

improvements, Thiz rule may epply only. on City .

Under LVT those who put their land to good use and
Ifvest in Tmprovement value will pay lower taxes than
bafore, - Those who merely hold land out of use and

neglect 4o improve it will pay higher faxes than befofe_. |

Phost hbrmowners will enjoy substermal reducﬂons

Coliest the pubslicly

% valve e§ land inte tha pubhc i‘reaswy io hwr the publle |

oxponse,

ELTA 2217 Pauinsula Drive

Telophone TE 3-0229

Erie, Pa. Morning News and Evening Times
Saturday, February 8 1964

“Erie seems to be on dead center, With Land
Value taxation available it could easily become

@ star among American cities.'

Mishes! Gregary
Chemis wik
Senered Hleawie
and ELTA Director

Ressarch studiss by the Erle lLand Tax Ase
sociation show that owners of homes, aparts
ments, theatres,  mortuaries, modern office
buildings and stores, motels and hotels, and
prachically all industrial concerns pay far more
than their just share of the real estate fax.

Because faxes ara- now based on fthe total
value of land and buildings all who invest
heavi!y in improvements are obliged to pay
excesslve taxes, Obwously we. operate on the
“ability to pay" theory of taxation. Under this
system it is assumed that those who improve
their properties are able fo pay more and
therefore should pay more. This conclusion will

not stand up. 14 is assumed conversely that

thosa who let their properhes rot have nothine
with which fo pay, and so, they are’ let off
the "tax hook™. This is not right.

We contend that real estate taxes should
ba lsvied on the ''sarvice rendered” theory.
A community, with its streets, sewers, utilities,
schools, churches efc. efc., gives certain value
te every land-site. The value is $here. The
servies is available. [+ is a seivice well worth
buying.

It ts unfair for the "do-ers”, who inves?
heavily in improvemant value, to be obiiged
to pay higher taxes because of the failuras
and deficiencies of those whe merely hold land
and pever bother 4o improvs if. Becauss ths
do-ets go ahead and producs wealth they vir-
tually subsidize those who lay back and de
nothing, How often have you heard boys at
play ery euf, "Aw, coms on! That's no fair"?

Bocause indusiries must invast extensively in

improvements faxes are parficulerly heavy for
all industrial concerns. Since every industiy, is
involved, the-cumulative effect. of the present
tax poincy upon the status of all who work is
Incaleulable.

Money which should have gone directly info
the wage fund is ciphoned &ff inte the tax
fund. Organization and expaniion of indusirial
plants are hindered, demand for labor is less.
aned and wage {evels.are lowered, Our present
system of penalizing all do-ers sets up a whola
serles of shock waves, the cumulative effects
of which are all bad. 1t is as if a huge weight
was constantly holding dewn the production
and distribution of wealth.

it is a fact of record that in those areas
where LVT is used the drift of population is
teward the LVT community, and away frem the
cities or states which use the conveniicnal
systetn, By taxing land value and exempiing
#ll improvements the resulfing shock waves are
all on the plus side for the community.

Qur resesarch shows that local industrial
plants would save enormously under LVT. Sav-
ings are relative and depand upon the size of
tha operation and the condition of the plant
involved. Several local indusiries would save
§$10,000 annually, and one industry would save
at least $50,000.

These savings would be absorbed into the
system of things and would reflect themselves
in more jobs, higher wages, better competitive
abilities for [ocal industries and a whole ser-
fes of advantages too numereus ¥o msntion.

“Collect ﬂve publicly erested velee of lond Inte the public treesury to hear H:e pwhlie @xpanse
ELVA, 2217 Peninsule Dr—TE 3.6229




