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avenue, fromm the river front to Grand Civens Park, worth on an
average at least $1,500 a front foot? Not because of anyihing the
ownery have done to it,  This greal value is due wholly and solely
{0 the fact that the avenue iz more convenjent for trade fhan any
othwr street in Detrolt. 1 is neavest to the lurges nber of peo-
ple, and more bargaining is carried on thers af o less expense than
it ean be carried on elzewhere.  Therefore s gmaller poroontage can
b added to the cost of manufacturing in making the pelling price,
yeb the total gain be larger than where there Is less frade. So
this availability of position registers the value of the land. Take the
people away and it will fall, Tnerense the number surrounding it
and it will rise.

To take this land value for the expense of government and o
relieve industry of every other burden, is the key to the industrial
situation, That will make land easy o get.  When s good thing is
easy to get it is more hargely used. When land is used productively
it increases the wealth of the community, And when wealth is
being prodoced, under freedom of trade and fresdom of contract,
the portion going to labor is the full reward of labor. Thad inlabor’s
millenmium. It can get no more. Thers is o more to get.

HOW THE BINGLE TAX WILL WORK.

In the opinion of The News, the only sclution of the Jabor pro-
blem, the only remedy for the deplorable indastrial conditions thas
induce strikes and lockouds, will be found In producing sueh 2 siade
of affairs that each wage worker will receive the full vesulis of his
ol His wages mush be the equivalent for bis exertion, to be ascer-
tained in a perfectly free market where demand and supply acts
and reacts without let or hindrance from any nnnatural source,

How can this condition of affairs be brought about?

By repealing all laws for the oollection of iaxes, and replacing
them with & tax on land values.

The present systemn of taxation has two effects.  First, it prevenis
people, anxious to work, from emploving themgelves 1 and next, &
takes, inan indirect way, a large percentage of the producty of
those who are working,  And this percentage is not in propoztion 1o
their alility to pay, or in proportion to the benefits derived from
government, but in proportion to what they consume of the things
taxed. 8o, between beiog deprived of work and of having
comfiscated a large part of their products when they do work, many
of the real wealih producers of the conntry are veduced to & com-
dition that makes a mock-cry of our boasted ninefeenth civilization.

A tax on Jand values alome wonld have two immedinte effecks.
It would makesvery department of indastry boowm healihfolly and
naturally, and it would reduce the selling price of commodities o
the labor cost, That is to say, the value of an srticle wonld be
the wages paid o Iabor to produce if.

With plenty of work, and every thing ab coss, eould a move
equita_is condition of affairs be demanded by the labor world ?

But, says some doubting Thomas, how would a fax on land
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As under the operstions of 2 tax on land values no valoable Inad
will & kept out of use, the present condition of the labor market
will be reversed.  The demand for labor will ‘excoed the supply of
labor, The owners of the 40000 or 100re vacant Jots in Detrois, for
example, will either bnild on them themselves or sell o othors aije
o build. They must do this, nrdess they are willing 1o pay the tax,
without the ovportanity of :hift ng the burden, For a hand vaine
a1 is the one tax they canmot shilf, A tax on chairs is psid by the
manufacturer, added to the Price of the chair, and finally shifred
on the consumer. A tax on the honge is paid by the tenant. A tax
on land value is paid by the owner.

So the effect of o tax on land values wil be te reduce the selling
price of Iand without destroying its asefulness. An acre will cut
up into just as many lots, and give homestends to Just as many
people under the operations of the Single Tax as now, It will
simply make the homestends easier to get, and thus will increase
the demand for this kind of property,

One cannot build & homestead without employing Libor, What
would be the effect on the Detroit labor market if even 18,000 fam-
ilies started to build 2 And they wanld, if they could, get a log for
merely paying an annual tax equal to the value of th, privilege
enjoyed. Camnot the most simple-minded man see that to build
houses, to cullivate land, to dig down into the earih for the stores
of metal thers seersted, will give employment to lnbor And can-
10t the most simple-minded man aiso ses that one of the prest rea-
sove why so much Iand is iying idie and keeping so many people
idle is Because the owners are allowed o practically keep it out of
use and thus increase the value of what is in use ¢

Tax land in proportion to jts vaive the value created by the
comimunity and not by the landowner—and it will iminediately be
brought into use. Bring land into uze and labor will fingd ernploy-

ment.  Employ labor, and wages will sise to a sum equal to the
value of the products created. Lot the demand for iahor equal the
sapply of labor—and this is what will happen wnder the operation
of the singls tax—and imme diskely the Jaborer will be on an equal-
ity with his employer in making & bargain.  But this will be no
deiriment to the employer, for the demand for his goods will be
eoustant and he will alwass be sbie fo get what they cost,

When the Single Tax on land values is adopted the davs of the
ignorant labor agitator, who lonks for Iabor’s redemption hy the
wse of dynamite and other deadly weapons, will he numbered, So,
also, will the days of those otter nlinost ax ignorant Iabor agitators
who see only in paternalism tho means for Inbor's redemption,

Given the Single Tax and freedom of trade, aad the ndividual
can have full swing withous fear of anarchy or paternalisen. Given
the Single Tax, and menopolies of every kind and character will
sappear with the lncrease of intelligence, the natural diffpsion of
weaith and the progperity that resulis from & happy and contented
COmInunity.

THE SINGLE TAX.
The Naws to-day priots 5 series of interviews with well-kngwn
Bretroit business men who, Tor various re A80ns, express their prefer-
ence for that system of taxation Enown ag the Single Tax on laud

i
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e News welcomes these gentlemen to the ranks of that

rrowing olass who are paying some attention to ecob-
omie silrjects, and who are theveby becoming botter citizens and
less likely to be led by the noses by party leaders.

Te know what is best is the very Hrst step 10 geiting what i8 best.
Whert & strong WADOTIEY foany community are fhinking in the
right direction. they are honngd o drag the ress with them. People
are begmning o seo Yaf b take THXoE off of products it to increase
ihe inoentive to produce. Ame @ it is whal haman exertion ore-
ates thas brings happiness, So the more labor is encouraged by
exemption from fiz 8 the more will prosperity amile on the workers.

Bt means st be previded for national, State and mmnicipal
purposes. Monuy oot e had o ¢ run the Coverment.”  In every
civilized 0 o are joint services rendered, suck, for
exRInpio, a8 ing out the pysiem of drainage, and the enforaing
yoealations for the profecusil of life and property, ghat must be
id for by & tax lewied on those bensfited.  How shatl this be
nised?

The theory of the Hingle Tax advocates is very simaple. Thevy
beligve whatever is necessary to be done should be paid for
from those vatnes created DY the cownnunily 28 2 whete. This is
land value.

Let one Dlustration of what is meant by fand valas suffics, Thir-
teen plonuers stard out with their families 0 hew for themselves
homes in & pew country. They corne 10 & stEoal along the banks
of which the land is forbile, and © where oVery prospeet pleases.”
Tlere they decide to locate. The valley s dyvided Bito thirteen
cqpual BETIPS. ench one running from the river back w the hills.
a11 are equally fertile and equaliy desirable as farming lauds.

Tias litele comanty will reqguire a school house, @ grist mill,
5 chureh, & store and & blackamith shop right from the start.
lesirable looation for theso? Anyone will say
Cthe thivieen farms, Tor thest is the most seoessible,”

1_\2 3 4.\;*‘@ 7|8 9\1@ 11 12‘13

i §

Sa, then, i
te soil, Hoh

coem that farm Mo, 7 hos a value independent of
 farms Nos. 6 and 8, bab these valnes are pob 80
great. fo also have farms Nos. 5 oand 9, yeb n & diminishmg
Citio., Ustil af last when one o0mes to farm Nos. 1 and 13 the
only value theve iz that created by the caltivators themselves,

Any new seftler coming in would pay moye for farm No. 7 than
for any other, It would bave advantages over the others worth
paying for. “amd this advantage ovises solaly from location, amd
T OWDeE s contributed nothing 1o it It s & ecornmunity value,
to take which, in taxes for communiby purposes, does no injustice
{0 anyone.

Thiss i §
gver anot

a

¢ what has happened in Vietroie. The value of one lot
: mololy because of loeation, apéd when taxes are S0
esoh 1ot will pay only its are of the community
in pxk}ps)rt-ion to the valne eated by the compunit Yy,
o oreated by labor will remain with the laborers and ko
t 1ol cpeoulators, a8 specilabors, will be injured.

o7 Man Y AN THE U POOR SARDERER.Y

The Treteoit Wews editorially sets forih an sxplanation of siihe Singls Taz”
ides, nwhich i shaws that lapdsin 5 town o gettled place have yalue
B0 & b losaiiog, the valus being the o yit of the improvements mads
Ty the community around & DUSINes sentre,  After all, then, it is mot the
nd value werely - this system proposes, 10 tax buot the logation.
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Improvements on the land are Dot to be faved; strictly, the lznd ip notto
be taxed, but the placs it econpies.  Now suppose two lote of land, say of
five acres each, Iying side by sids, in the outskirts of the sopposed village,
equally dietant from the business eentre. One of these is oceupied by &
wealthy mar, who has §200,000 worth of baildings, furpitare, muasical
instrements, fine frotting horses, carriages; efc., on iot, while the other
is owned by 2 poor gardener, whose buiidings, furpity borae and wagon,
cow, everyiking, are worth but $800. His land Iz Detter than his rich
neighbors.  The rich neighbor’s house, horses, elo., ave prodacts, and we
onderstand the theoty to be, as the News puis it, to ‘‘iake ltaxes off of pro-
dnets.*? Then is the poor gardener to pay thezame tax as the rich neighbor ¢
If s0, why shonld farmers and gardeners be asked to adopt the doctrinet—
Midland Bepublican,

The question of the Republican is pertinent, bt rather hard om
che farmers and market gardeners, in as much as it pnts thein inthe
position of ot desiving equity in the system: of xaticn, Heve are
two pieces of ground, to use the Republican’s Nustration, fo which
the community has given an equal value, A rich man, the owner
of one place, builds a fine house on his, and aga dener, the owner of
the other, cultivates his. Suppeose the improvernents on the rich
man’s land are more valuable than those on the mavket gardener’s
land, should the market gardener object, so Tong ag 2l bis labor
products are relieved from all toxes?

But perbaps the R-publican’s farmers aue gardeners think one
should be taxed in accordance bo his ability and industvy. Let us
investigate. Suppose two market gardeners cconpy thig land, which
is equally ferfile and accessible, and on which the community value
is exactly equal. One gardener is industrious. and cultivates his
tand to the tep notch, draining and fertilizing and fencing and
wuilding good barns and oethouses. The other gardener iz Iaxv,
shiftless, improvident, and works spasmodically.  His buildings wre
i1 sl eanditions of decay, his tools are Ieft exposed to the elements,
‘and his crops are in keeping with his surroundings. s there equity
in a system of taxation that fines the mdustrious man for his snter-
prise and lots the lazy and shiftless one fraa? Dossn’t the Repub-
lican see that the communit has everything to lose by such a
system of taxation? What does the indubtrions gardener think
about 17 What the pe ple want is the maximum of rops ut the
minimum of expenss. This the industricus gavdener gives, The
erops of the Jazy vardener, on the other hand, ars produced at the
maximum of expense. They are dear at almost any price. i ali
the gardeners in that vicinity were as ghiftless, thiy maxinuanm
cost would control prices—a bad condition of affaivs for the
community. Now, the commupity having given the &wo
gardeners equal opportunities to find » market, why not iax
only this community value for necessayy municipal expenses?

Bit to make this plain let us take a thicd llostration.  These two
pieces of ground, made egually valnakble by the comumunit
swned one by the industrious garde and the ofher by al
specnlator. The gardencr culfivaies his, but the specalator not
only does nob use his, but he will allow no one else to use i, e
prefers to haee it lie idle so that people will build arcand and
beyond it, and he can afford to do this, because the /
it very lighily as *‘unimproved,”™ collecting the
faolish encnzh to make wisible manifestation of 1
What indocemen: to improve is there unde :
Republican will go out into the country b will
instances of improvements held back for fear of the A
will be seen hotses unpainted, lofs undrained, bans lacking wany
conveniences tnat, if added, would be accompanis by g fine from
the Supervisor, When a farmer caunot add fo i k. cannob
buy & lahor-saving implement, cannot make his hotle home mere
habitable, without seeing histaxes yearly increase, itis tirne he began
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