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sioners experieneed. soking, white-haired wan, sab together fn a
¥ z f=t

bow window, with lerge babde befors them. Ab one ond of tha
fable sat Bfe Johswon, with his maps, books and Papers, and ag
sither hand Uongressman Warner and  Conpgressman Bimpson,
Near by sab Charlps Hemingway, who had drafted the bifl, Ranged
abont the room and crowding in the doorways wers PrOnineng
citizeny, ¢ BECLEEY owners,” and persons sopspictons in the single
tax movement, Against the wall, but in plates where they conld
Rear, ezt the Pistries Argpamor, Matihow Trimble, and his thres
sseistanis, ong of Bem a middie- e, fine-losking eclored G,

The chairmuy of the bourd, Com missioner D Arglass, patitely, and
b the briefest man-
ner, explained the
reasom of the hagr
ing, and read the
Bilk vnder congider.
stion, after which
Be called ugon My,
Jobnson to speak
G i
Everybody gave
closs sttention
when Mr, Iohnson
arose. I appear
in behalf of i
BIRFE”  gad L,
“ which  propoeses
to change the plan
of assessing Prop-
erty in the Distriss
of  Columbia by
relieving improve.
enis and putting
taxation entirely
on land values, |
do nob come here
in antagoniam g
rict, I em nof und riendly to the Disteies,
I believe will be a zrent bemefit to the

I coma to wrge what
Digtrict and s preopie,”

ant and Mr Johg.

fad by Tooking at the astessment returms
of the I it - ihat the valige of im provements jusi
ahout equals the valus of the land,  That 1 60 say, the remis
of that ag eid is that  the houg o the  hmprovems is,
all that ey above the iznd, i3 ab Gual in valne {6 the lupd
isaif, & e ey assesumen naing &g ib s, sad FOI were
to fake & tho %mpz‘c—vmmmfcg; o vadse the saims BEOGULE of

Commissionar Bouglags gravely nodded as

B wont on
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sptimaio for these fwensy-s.ght sypical blocks, s £365,304,000.

Commissionor Douglags :  That is, as you go out towards the syl
#kirts the assessment and valuation appronch each other¥”

My, Johnson ; ¢ You, gly,?

Commdssioner Touglass: * And as you come towards the centre
of the oity, where Jand s tove viluable, the assesvment and Vg
tion get wider and wider aparp P

My, Johnson ; “¥eq, sir, And thatis natural when you come to
think aboub ih.  The amail owner, who hag only o smail amount of
properky, has niot the time o go to the Board of Equalization snd
havo the assessmment reducad i but the man who hag 150,000 worth
of property csn well sfford o g0 before the assessors and have i
asseasment out down, My abizek s on the fundamental principle
of the schemse. Tnxing improvesnents iz in favor of the rioh and
against the poor ; i operates o prevent Improvemants, and puls 2
preminm on the wiserable shanty which stands next to 4 fine buili
ing. And it is the man whe will put up the fve buildings, and whe
will make other improvemenis in fhe city, that we wonld ke to
have. We would Hee 1o got rid of he shantfes. This plan makes
it evory man's ineentive to do the thing we want done, We charge
him no more tax whelher he has n building on £he land or whother
it is vacant, Under the pregent sysbem we tax him in proportion
as he improves "

Mr. Jobnson then handed around #ome cards confaining the fol-
lowing tabulations :

Oificial ass
Tras value
Asressed valne is, ikerefore, 33 por cent, of froe valos,
Officlal assessed value of ali fand i the disteiet. . . BT 451008
Estimated teue valus 4 @ i b }
Revenne from frue value of land .
AL RTE
At 1G9

i erek 160, 543, ()
AL 300 snd § ceesmeach MW, L. -« AS00,000
By, Johnson Hien pointed oot that if 5 friee vl n of the land
were made by the sssessor 8 sum fav in exeess of the present reve
enue wozkd he ; 2 the rate of taxation. The
present yevenue ¢ 4 eom tazing both Tand and improvements
amonnts to 52, ent tax iz $1.50 in Si00 on regi.
dential ang 1 F1 on farsing land in the dig-
trict, On 5 frue of the dand, 5,500,000 conld be
raized at the presont af BE5Y and §1 in the $106, $3,059,041
could ke zaised by o of 31, and the present revenus of
F8,542. 048 by n dax of 98 conis, Mr, Johnson said, n conclugion,
that ho bad taken greas care in making his esbireates, and thonghs
that if thers wag anything wrong with them it was thas they were
oo conservative, He then snnounced thas if the commissioners
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and would Induce poople who own land io improve i, A the
eame time the District wounld get more revenne.

Paut T, Bowen, representing Disirict Assemb! ¥ 88 of the Knfghts
of Labor, which had, after exhanstive disengsion, endorsed the bl
by unanimons vote, was the pext io address the Lommisioners,
and he made = ringing single tax speach, seying that his orgnoizs-
tion pupported the hill becanse they beliaved i would bring about
three great vesults 1 Firstly, inereage ewployment and raise wages:
secondly, lower rents ; and thirdly, give relief from tzvaiion, .

After Mr. Bowen came George O, Henning, president of the
Traders’ National Bank of Washington, He stafed that eieht
years ago he suggested, through the colomns of the W
Post, the plan which now appears in the bill nader sonsiderasion,
without inowing that he had heen aniiciyaled by another~Henry
Ceorge—in regard to this matter of the axing the value of land,
He gaid thet this method of taxabion would raise the revenus
necessary Tor the local government with the lengt expange and the
least possible hardship to the paople.

By this time Mrs. Briges had got fogether again, and veutured fo
remark that the biti conld not haip the renter, besause the landiord
would add hisland fax % hiy vent,

This brought Jobn De With Warner to his fo

“ The extent of
the vent,” said he,
““that the landg.
can exack

the tenant

we 4o have, a
Iarge wumber of
Iots  that havse
housesupon them,
sl EE plEm-
ber of lots which
do mob have
houses upon
then  tha

o
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; i TREEER

/ whe puts 5 house
/ E & ok, re=

CONGRERSMAN JOHN DE WITT WARNEE. duoes the  mume

ber of houses which are offored o tenantz, and thereby enables the
bandlovd to charge higher rents to the man who wants fo rens, Whils,
on the other hand, & system of taxation which wiil relieve the man
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