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Tawyers may profit by quarrels, doctors by dizeases: rat-caichers
by the prevalence of vermin, and so i$ may be to the interest of some
of the individuals of a nation te have as much zs possible of the
good things whick we call * goods” sent away, and as little a5 pos-
sible brought in.  But Protectionists claim that it is for the benefis
of & commnnity, as a whele, of & nation considered as one man, to
make it easy to send goods away and difficult to bring them in.

Eet ws teke g community  which we musl perforce consider as =
whole—that couniry, with a populstion of one, which the genius of
Devoe pas made familisr not osly to English readers but to the
people of all Furopean tongues.

Robinson Crusce, we will suppose, is «Hll Hiving alone on his
island. Vet us soppose an American Protectionist is the first fo
bresk his solitude with the long vearmed-for music of human
speech, Crusoe’s delight we can well imagine. But now that he
has been there so long he does not care to leave, the logs since his
visitor telis him that the istand, having now been discovered, will
often be visited by passing ghips. Let us suppose that after having
heard Crusoe’s story, seen his island, enjoyed such hospifality as
he could offer, told him in return of the wondexful changes in the
great world, and left him books and papers, our Protectionist pre-
pazes to depart, but before going secks to offer some kindly warn-
ing of the danger Crusce will be exposed to from the deluge of
cheap goods” that pagsing ships will seek o exchange for fruit and
goats. Imagine him 1o tell Crusce just what Protectionisty tell
larger comsnunities, and to warn him that, unless he takes menas-
ures to make it difficult to bring these goods ashore, his indugthry
will be entirely ruined. ““Ie fact,” we may imagine the Protect-
ionist to say, “so cheaply can all the things you require be pro-
duced abroad that unless you make it hard to land them I do not
see how you will be able to employ your own industry af all,”

fOWill they give me all thess things?” Robinson Crusce would
naturaily exclaim. Do vou mean that I shall get all these thipgs
for nothing and have no work at allto do? That will suit me com-
pletely. T shall rest and read and go fishing for the fun of it. I
am not anxious to work if without werk I can get the things I
wint,”

** Mo, T don’t quite mean thak,” the Protectionist would be forced
to explain. “‘They will not give you snch things for nothing,
They will, of conrse. want something in return,  But they will
bring you so much and will take away so listle that your imports
will vastly exceed your exports, and it will soon be diffienlt for vou
o find employment for your Inbor,”

“But I don’t want to find employment for my labor,” Crosoe
would naturally reply, “ I did not spend months in digeing out
my canoe and weeks in tanning and sewing these goat-skins
hocause I wanted employment for my labor, but because [ wanted
the things. If T can get what 1 want with Jess Iabor, so much the
better, and the more I get and the less 1 give in the trade you tell
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—incomes to supply which we must export without any veturn in
imporgs.®

In the commerce which goes on hetween the United States and
Europe there me thus other elements than the exchange of produo-
tions, The sums borrowed of Europe by the sale of railway and
other bonds, the snms paid by Europeans for ]zmd in the United
States, or invested in industrial enterprises bere, capital brought by
emigrants, whab is spent Ly Eoropeans traveling here, and some
small amounts of the natare of gifts, legacies, and spccessions, tend
to swell owr imports or reduce our exporis.

Om the other hand, not only do we pay in exports 0 Euwrope for
our imporis from Brazil, India, and such countries, but interest on
bonds and other obligations, profits on capital invested here, rent
for American Jand owned abroad, remiftances from immigrants lo
relatives at home, property passing by will or inheritance to people
abroad, payments for ocean fransportation, formerly carried on by
our own vessels, but now carried on by foreign vessels; the sums
spent by American tonrists who every year visit Eurbpe_e, and by the
increasing mumber of Irish Americans who live in Egripe, all con-
tribute to swell our exports and reduoe our imports.

The annual balance against vs on these sccounts is already very
lazge, and is steadily growing larger, Were we to prevent impor-
tations absolutely, we should still have to export largely n order to
pay our rents, o meet interest, and fo provide for the increasing
number of rich Americans who travel or reside abroad. But the
fact that our exports must now thus exceed our imports instead of
heing what Protectionisis take it for, an evidence of increasing pros-
periiy, is simply the evidence of a drain upon national wealth, like
shat which has so impoverished Ireland. '

But this drain is not fo be stopped by tariffs. It proceeds from a
deeper cause than any tariff can touch, and s but a partof a gen-

* The Chicago Tribune of January 2%, 1886, contains g long aceount of the
Awmerican estates of an Irish landlord, William Seully. This HSenly, who
wag one of the most notorious of the rack-renting and evic.ing Irisk land-
lords, owns from 75,000 to 90,000 acres of the richest iand in Hiinois,
besides large tracts in other 8tates.  His estaies are cut up into farms and
rented to tenants who are obliged to pay all taxes and make all improve-
ments, and who are not permitied to sell theiy crops until the rent is paid.
At spy system ' is maintained, and {enants are required to doft their hats
when they enier the ‘“‘estate office.”” The Tribune describes thern as
reduced to & condition of absolrte serfdom. The houses in which they
live are the poorest shanties, consisting generally of a room anda half, and
the whole dHstrict is described as blighted. Beully got most of his Jand at
nominal prices, ranging as low as seventy-five cents per aere, He livesin
Londow, and is said to draw from hizs American estoies a net inecome of
$400,000 5 year, which means; of course, that American produce to that
value Is exported every year withont any imports coming back. The Trib-
une closes its long acconnt by saying . *“ Wot content with acquiring Jand
himeelf, Bcally has induced a number of his relatives fo become American
tandlords, and their system iz patterned on his own.»
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s
been so o ineresse the cogt of American productions ag to give to
Great Britain the greater pare of the carrying trade of the world,
for which we were her principsl conmpetitor, and o hand over to
her the trade of Bouth Ameritg and of other countries, of which,
but for this, we should have had the Iargest share,

And in the game W&y for any wation to restrict the freedom of
its own citizens to trade, becanse other nations ga reatrict the free.
dom of theiy citizens, is 5 poliey of the “hiting off one’y noge to
spite one’s face ™ ardey, Other nationg My injure ns by the rerpes-
sibion of taxes which tend o impoverigh their own citizens, for aa
denizeng of the waorld it is 0 owr real interess that all obher dernizeng
of the world shonld be Prosperovs.  But no obher nation can thag
njure us 56 much ag we shail injore curselves if we Impose similar
taxes vpon ony own citivens hy way of retalistion,

Sappose thas 5 famer who has an improved variety of potatoes
fearns that a neighbor has wheat of such superior kind that i will
yield many more bushels to the acre than that he has been sowing,
He night, naturally go to hiy ueighbor and offor to exchange gead
potatoes for seed wheat, Bt if the neighbor while willing to sell
the wheat should refuyse 1o by the potatoss, would not our farnier
be & fool to dectare, “Singe you will not buy m ¥ superior potatoes
I will not buy Four superior whenst!” Would it not be very stupid
retaliation for him 4o go on planting poorer geed and getting poorer
crops ¥

Or, suppose, isoladed From the rest oF mankind, half & doven imen
80 situated and go engaged that mungual sinvenience congtarn thy
Prompts them to exchange productions with one ancther, Suppose
five of these six to be under the domindon of SOMe curious supersti-
tion which leads them when they receive anything in exchange to
burn one-half of it up before C&TTIRE home the other half, This
would indirectly be fo the Injury of the gixth 2an. becanse by thus
lessening theie varn wealth hig five neighbors would lessen their
ability to exchange with him, But, would he better himself if he
were to say ¢ “ Since these fools will insigt upon burning half of ]l
they get in exchange T must, in self-defence, follgw their example
and burn half of 211 1 et 7

The constitution and scheme of things in this world in which we
find ourselves for a few years is such that no ane can do either good
ot evil for himself alone. No one can release himself from the influ-
ange of his surroundings, and S2¥, “What others do is nothing to
me ;” nor vet can AUy one say, * What I do e hothing o others ™
Nevertheless it is in the tendency of things that he who does good
mast profits by it, and he who does evil injures, most of all, him.
self.  And those whae say that & nation should adopt a policy essen-
tially bad because other Bations have erabraced it ars ag unwise a:
those who say, Lie, becanse others are fal-o | Be idle, hecanse other .
are lazy ; Refuse knowledge, besanse others ave fgnorant.
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