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(cont. from page 16} a rundown building on it in a
prime location would be taxed so heavily that the
owner couldn't afford not to have a prime income-
producing building on it.

l.egions of experts agree that this method of taxation
is vital if the decline of cur central cities and our
burgeoning urban sprawl are to be arrested.

There is no way that federal Urban Renewal funds

ever will be plentiful enough to do the job. i the city
business districts are going to be renewed and if new Vol. 1, No. 2 Juiy, 1969
houses are to be built in significant numbers for low ‘ CONTEN
and middle income families private enterprise will

have to do it. And George Romney’s job as secreta-

ry of the Department of Housing and Urban Develop- A WORD WITH YOU 2
ment is to see that the above taxes are accomplished.
NOW. . . FOOD BECOMES A LUXURY 3
We feel he's picked the only feasible method, His
FINANCIAL ADVICE &

job now is to sell the appropriate governmental ag-

encies -- and the public in general -- on the idea - ’

that thisis the right way to go. THE WHOLE TRUTH AND NOTHING BUT.
Alderman Petrasuk
Assessor Cormack

We have hope. If there's anything George Romney _
Accountant Bolton 7

can do it's sell,

il ot Lo ady ale b 2wt ke ad e afn
N SRR S o R iy

ROMNEY PICKS RIGHT ROAD
TO RENEWAL it

Taxes vs. Housing Solution
Congratulations to Mr. Romney for saying it

--but even more congratulations to you for
hearing and printing ii; the statements regar-
ding the way taxes work against the solution

CALGARY TODAY - TOMORROW
by Richard Cowie 17

of the housing problems.
These views are receiving growing support Publighed by
from many directions. L.t us hope for more | : ]
implementation before a real chrisis cccurs
in our c¢ities.
Irene Hickman, County Assessor,

County of Sacramento, Sacramento, Cal. . ' s




A WORD WITH YC)U

__ Why a QUEST‘? Websf:er defines it as“'_:_th
__Eoi Seeklng I And why for Good Government. W
- we seem to ha Z .-," a,nd; be gettmg more. af t}m'

T 3 Wm Ramsay, Produc-

and rebuttals

d; gram:ed 1f source gwen an&'

"NOW...FOOD BECOMES A LUXURY"

TO THE PEOFLE OF ONTARIO:

As-you know, the Govermment of (mtario's recent
Budgetauthorized certain changes in sales taxes
which came into effect April 1, 1969.

In the opinion of the undersigned organizations
which speak for the h@spztallty industry, those tax
increases affectlng meals served in restaurants, o

| ‘hotels, motéls, drive-ims and other establishments
- digcriminate’ heav:Lly against many segments of the

public’ 4nvolved in the supplying, preparlng, serv—

.ing and consumptmn of sueh mealsa

The Budget was compiled without priocr consulta-

tm:a m_th the ::.nd.ustrles er ergamzatmns nwelved

- Ve helleve that, ye‘a, ‘the general ya‘ohc are
largely wnsware of the consequences of these in-
créased sales taxes. We therefore consider it our

_duty to publish this letter to acqualn'b you wlth
certa.ln factso ‘

.1, NOW FOOD BECOMES A LUXURY ITHM

On April 1, the sales tax on restaurant mea‘.is

costing over $2.50 was raiged from 9% to 16%. Ve

féel you will wlsh to ask wby you must now pay the
highest sales tax in Heri:h America ‘on food, Wh:Lle
such luxury items as mink coats, g.ewellery and ex-

. pensive cars remagn taxable at only 5%, food now
;becomes more of 'a qut::r:y than mn-essentlals. '

The faet that the minimum cost of taxable meals

‘has been rg.a.sed from $1. 5@ to $2.50 ‘benefits few, -

The family man, who takes his wife and children out
t6 diné and spends over $2 5@ m:ust BOW pay 10@%
more in sales taXes. )

2, PROVINGES CAN COMMIT "GONVENTION SUICIDE"




“for: Hontreal for the permd 1969 through 1976 were

~of Kerth Anerica now f&e:n.ng you, the” publa.c and” a.ll
v:tsltars, w111 these cenventlens st:.ll come to ﬁntaxa

Yet facts prove that increased iaxes om food contri"-

‘treal, has lest millions of tourist dollars through-
- raising its sales taxes om food anrd hotel accommoda~

The attraetion of conventions to Gntarm cities '
benefits many thousands of people: retailers and -
their sales+staffsswailters and wailresses} taxi dri
vers ahd many others in addition te pro}grietors in
the hospltal:l.ty m&ustry

Yet records show that increased taxes in Quebec
are a major factor in the loss ef convent:l.on bugine

By October 1968, the future convention booklngs

onhg 231 .. For the sa.me permd, ‘forontc had already-
d 630 beokmgs. : :

.- W:Lth these, the hlghest sales _taxes in the whole

‘3, FACTS" PRGVE THA.T IHCREASED TAXES ARE “TOURIGIBE"

Che’ Government of Ontario will spend more than
$2 million this year in tourist promotion to convine
the world that th:x.s Erevmce is a geod place to visi

bute tawa.rds a deehne :m tamsm.

It is well-known that Quebec, and especially Mon.

fion to 8%, Yet Omtario asks you, its people, in ad-
dition to all tourists, to ascept a 10% tax on meals
over $2.50 and a new tax of 5% on all overnight ac- -
commodat:a.ea,

The tourist industry benefits bhundreds of thous~
ands of peeple, both ingide a.nd ountside the hospit-
al:d;y bns:.ness, Many resort owners are "small bus-
iness" and may be unable to survive this blow. This
will reflect in the loss of summer jobs for students
and the loss of proflts te local reta.llers.

4. THERE IS DISGRMATIOH AGAIEST TAKE—GHT
SEBVICJ% T@B

Food a Luxury

,,,,_m-——“""“'"'w” =
les
+ to the recent Budget, there was no sa
tax iﬁmmm food. Now, if your purchase from a
take-out restaurant is over $2.50, you must pay a

10% sales taX.

These bake-out restaurants and their patrons will
suffer from the new tax burden whlle large supermar-
ket chains with {:a.kenout counters for such foods as
parbecued chicken, Chinese dishes and delicatessen
continne to o;@erate mthoat ha‘nng o ¢harge sales

taxes on %ﬁ:ieﬁe 1temso

To the undersigned, there are eurious inequities
ip this sitdation. In your interests, we suggest
you bring these discriminatery facts to the atiten-
tien of your local Member of the Provineial Legis-
lature, Just send m,m this advertisement with your

shgnature,
Sinosrely,

THE CANADIAN RESTAURANT Aggecmﬂ.@y |

MAVERICK TRADE MARK SOLD FOR $100,000
TORONTO (CP) - When Ford Motor Co. decided
lasi year to name a new line of cars Maverick,
Donald Kivsch pocketed $100,000.

That's the amount Ford paid for trade mark
rights to the name Maverick., Mr. Kirsch, owner
of 2 small manufacturing company in the Toronto
suburb of Rexdale, produced car mufilers called

Maverick,

Donald Carlson, a Ford vice-president, said
Ford paid the money to Mr Kirsch's ‘company
Gidon Industries Ltd., 3 '

' Ford, after deciding on the name ‘Maverick, con-
ducted research in trade mark offices in Washing-
ton and Ottawa and found Mr. Kirsch's mufilers
wetre the only product in the automotive field with
the name Maverick.
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 FINANCIAL ADVICE

Question:
Baving just won the Irish sweepstakes I would

like to invest the money in a safe, high return ven-
ture., I zm considering either a credit nnion or a
certain fruit growing venture at Eyeseeyouw, B.C.

Apeording to the preospectns, land has been ob-
tained on the lake front 20 fee wide and 50 miles
long., This is to be planted as an orchard. The
narrow width of the lamd is dietated partly by the
mountain directly behind, and peritly to encourage
efficiency. A% each end of the 50 mile girip there
will be a lodge, and each morning the empleyees will
start out to plow or spray, knewing that at the
other end of the strip there is a lodge with excel-
lent supper, cold drink and a warm bed, Shounld
they loaf, it will mean a celd night out in a lamd
noted for its ratilesnskes and scorpions.

I em particvlarly impressed by the scientific
instinet of the developers., While this is apple
country the price of apples has declined with the
advent of medicare. HNc lohger is it necessary ieo
eat an apple a day to keep the docter away. Tor
this reason they propese crossing the apple with
the native pine tree. The resulting fruit will be
prineapples. Do you advise investing in this venture
or should I put my savings in the credit nnion?

Take the fruit growing venture, I have no hesi-
tation whatsoever in stating you will be able 1o
sell every pineapple grown.

Certainly it is itrue ¢redit mnions have success-
fally survived many wars and depressmns, that they
are more than 100 years old. But don’t think about
that. Th:.nk about the pineapple venture even though
it is risky to the peoint of foolhardiness. One ad-
@itional thought. Have you considered adding iron
to the irrigation water? You would then have your
_ pineapples already canned.

Calgary Co-Op News, Junme 1969

-enquiry regardlng swxgle faxs,

-single taxs but with the’

THE WHOLE TRUTH AND NOTHING BUT....

'ENQUIRY by ALDERMAN PETRASUK of Calgary

ENQUIRY: "Would the Assessor please make enqulrles

‘to see if there are any jurisdictions in
the United States of Canada where Pro-
perty taxation ‘18"13&52& ‘o la.nd and n.et

on bmld:.ngs"’

property tax,, b

Iza reply %o the: fzrst ya:;?_, ;&idemaﬁ-s.i?etrésuk‘s

‘ To my knowledge, ’t;he;‘:@ £8.7 ':mamca.pa},lty in
Capada or the Imitéd Stages whe '@:mperty taxation
is based -on the Bs,ngle tax system; that is, the - tax—

ation of land and the exemiatmn of puildings-or-

the Provinte of Al-
derstanding that the
. mclpa.llty to use
ed.ue_t:a.on of “the Pound-
ation Programme, it was necessary for them to ‘ge on
the same basis as the rest of he P:eav1nee.

other :s.mpmvements; So far
berta is concermed, it is my
Town. of Milk River was th

‘ otandation regard:mg
|etter was referred to

H. ¥innis, bog rrnent Gans‘altant ‘of
VIeMa, Bu Ca who has gtudies on all as-
pects of assessment and faxation.” He confirmed my
thinking that single tax’ or s, e taxation 1s not
used in Canada or the Um. _é States. -

I wrote to the Caﬁach
the a’,bave qu.est:.en, and th

Mg ‘Board of Cemma.ssieners will remanber that in
‘1961 ‘the’ Gmmcll of the G::.ty of Galgary asked for a
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report of the effect of site taxation on this City.
This report was prepared and submitied to Council,
The general results of site taxation were not found
to be favorable. I am attaching & copy of this re-
port for the information ef Alde:rman Petrasuk

The second part of the emguiry regarding areas
where people improve “their homes . a.nd are not penal-
ized by & hlgher prcperty ta:z ’

Firstly, what is meant by "improve the:u.r hemes"? _

If this improvement méans general upkeep; ‘such as
rainting, decoratmg,. replacing stueco, repalnng _
--or replacing the roof, landscaping, installing awn-
ings; -the replaeement of worn- -out equipment such as .
furna.ees, plumbing, or wiring; and if carried out
over a ‘period of ‘time, it would ‘not mecessarily in-
crease the assessment for the specific :.mprovement

_dene. Hewever, if a mmber ef these improvements ,
jlmbixié, w:.mng, etc., and presumably it would be
to an older type home; when the general reassesent
is carried eut, the replaement of these things '

would have the effect of retarding the deprec:.atloﬁ. S
Ths.s weuld then have 'hhe ei‘fect of ra:.s:l,ng the ta'xes.

I received a 'brochure from the International
Assec:.atlon of Assess:mg officers, which was prepar-
ed by the Hayor of the G:L‘Ey of Wilmington, T1linois,
which wis’ ‘héaded "How Home' Improvements Efféct Your™
Taxes" . This, with a few exceptmns, is true in the
City of Calgary. ‘However, there is one thing that
the Mayor has neglected to state, As in Alberta, a
number of ‘theSe improvements done to a residence
would increase the expected life of the dwelling and
therefore reduce the depréciation. I am attaching
a copy of this dbrochure, and would point out what
the except:-.ons are in Alberta.

Undexr the title "Outs:.de Your House", I have
underlined the following:
" "Add a dormer or bay window" - Under the provi-

- e

The Whole Truth 9

sions of our Act, this is an addition to the struc-
ture and would therefore increase iis replacement
value. It would have to be assessed and itazed.
'®Replace porches™ - The same would be true in
Alberta if the same size and type of porch was built.
"Oonstruct patios” - If this was a concrete
slab or concrete tile patio, it would not be assess-
ed; but if it was a raised patio with supporting
planters, or walls, and a screened-over roof, it
would be assessable and taxsble.
- "Bnild & screened-in or toially open porch" -
This would be a new addition to the structure and
therefore would be assessable and taxable.

.. TUnder the title "Inside Your House", I bave
underlined the following:

. ¥Add closets and built-in storage areas" - This
presumably would be an addition to mormal space and
ususlly found in the hasement. It then would be
assessable and taxable.

" "Ingtall automatic hot water heaters™ ~ If this
was a replagement to the existing system, it would
not be assessable and taxable.

"Add partitions” - Again presumably this would
be in the basement or open area, and assessable,

. PIngtall exhaust fans" - This would be assess-
able and taxable. N
"PEdd a toilet" - If this improvement was over
the ‘standard requirements for the dwelling, then it
would be assessable and tazable.

Here again I repeat that amy one of these im-
provements underlined would not necessarily increasse
the taxes in any one year, but an accumulation of

. these improvements, which would amount to moderniz-

ing an older house, would increase the taxes at the
tme of the reassessmeént.

Again speeking of tax relief, there is a very
interesting article, from the Assessors' Journal of
January 1968, called "Property Tax Relief -- Recent
Developments”". In all cases where the state has
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given a tax relief %o residential properiies it has
been either by the adoption of a sales tax, or the
increase in percentage of an existing sales taX, B

I trust that the above statements will answer
the engquiry of Alderman Petrasuk,

P, H. Cormack, A M.A.A,

ABBESSOR, City of Calsmary
November 1, 1968
X% % ¥ %% Rk *x
REBUTTAL

Dear Mr, Bamgay,
BE: SITE TAXATION REPORT
the Assessment Depariment of

the City of Oalgary.

The report named above uses 1962 data, so al-
though undated, it will be referred te as the ™962
Heport®,

1. Assigmment
As discussed, I undertoock to review the gquality
of the 1962 Report as an aid 4o the research
group that is about to use the data contained
in'it.

2, GQualifications
I am a member of the Instltute ol Chartered Ac-
countants of Alberta, and for the past seven

years have been involved with provineial and 4o

municipal assessment and texatien. For part of
that time, as a corporation representative, I
have been a member of the Alberta Assessors
Asseociation; bubt I am not qualified to assess
lapd amd bwildings. I have prepared corporation
briefs on tazation, and have appegred before
courts of revisiofl, the Alberta Assessment
Appesl Board and the Provincial-Municipal

‘grouped as
- and land speculatlon, encouragement ef enterprise
-anﬁ :Lm.provementn -

- ig desirable).

- biass

‘Advisory Committee.

Scope of the 1962 Report
The scope is stated in its heading to be: "A
study ... of the effects of Site Value Taxation

_upon.subject properties selected at random to
. represent the major property classifications im
the City of Calgaxy".

Page 1 of the 1962 Repert llsts some claims made
for site taxation which might'for convenience be
"social® elgy discouragement of slums

I

It might be expected that'the report would either

confine itself to nuvmerical data, or more likely
to discuss: a) desirable social effects indicated
by the data, and b) undésirable social effects
indicated (with possible gmalifiers as to what
However, evén a cursory reading
of the narrative disclcses heavy concentration
on undesirable effects, with little except by
inference on desirable effects.,

Fhis one-sided concentratlen'is indicative of

It is my opinion’ that bias is a fact of
life, not in itself to be eriticised; for lack
of BHias eften.means no more than lack of interest.

~But it is necessary to check whether bias leads
‘o loss of objectivity, and more serlously, 1o

invalid conclu31ens.

Selection of data for the 1962 Report
Its heading indichtes random selection within
classes, thongh inspectién of the data leads to

‘doubt that a table of random numbers was used,

The items were probably selected by judgement;
likely the better method for this case.

Whatever method is uged, it is desirable to draw
conclusions only from the sample data. Some




12

July 1969

5

in the sample pages).
'percentage changes ir downtown blocks: page 44a-

objection can be made to the 1962 Report for pul-

ling into thé summaries reference to properties
not included as samplés (or not easily identified
F.bcamples are: page AQn -

reference to British American 0il. The point
ordinarily might not be of much consequence, but
the reference to BA is mixed in with errors (par-
agraph 6 below).

E)bjecjtivjty of the 1962 Report

Lack of objeetivity is not always a bar: stat-
ing a case, or presentlng 8 brief as an inter-
ested party, ave examples. If the assignment
given to, or chosen by, the Calgary Assessment
Department had been "the case against site tax—
ation?, then no lack of objectivity could be
chargeé; prov:.ded that the report was so label~
led, As it was not go labelled, objectivity may
reasonably be expected from a city department,

a) Phe first indicator of Loss of objeotivity
haé?alreaéy “been-given: ‘the near exclasion
of ‘gestsvof desirable social effects., 7 w7

b) A Beeondeindicator is the use of subjective
1anguage, pg 27a "literally driven out of
their homes”; pg 40a hanging on for their
very 1:|.ves"' Pg 48 "struggling for iis very
‘existénce®. This is known as 'tear-aerk:né"

e) A third indicator which should put the reader

T on guard is the use of the rhetoriecal gmes-
tiens pg 273’ "how many buildings such as
Elveden House, Hudson’ Bay 0il & CGas Bulldlng
ces 08N & city the size of Calgary economiG-
ally support in this one aréa?" The missing
argment is that the only economic develop-
ment pessn.’ble under site taxation in that
ares 7 - 11 Stréet S, W. from 6 Avenue o
the nver, is Elveder Houmse type of build-
ings. The report should have said so, with
suppertlag evidence, before proceeding o
1ts rhetoncal questmn. pg47 " "who will

s
i
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then provide these people with living accom-
modation and since the demand is not here to
develop these properties into Elveden Towers
type develepments, what would the city do
with these propertles"“’ The migsing argn-
ment and evidence are similar, but présun—
ably not restricted to the area ‘7-—11 Street
S. W. from 6 Avenume to the river.
A fourth indicator is the selection of the
adderda, Tebe objective, the 1 962 Report
eeuld have: exeluded all techmical’ papers
or included ope balanced paper or includei
biased papers of each gide, Instead, "the
1962 Report contains only the Plunkett paper
which shares its one-sidedness. The Plun-
kett paper is somewhat confused as for in-
stance in being unable to decide whether ‘the
first propogition it is exemining is SVT
"eliminates land speculation" {page 1) or
"reduces land speculation” (page 2).

Other material was available, notably four
papers of the 1961 conference of the Canad-
ian Tax Foundat:.en, ‘reprinted in handy form
by an assessors association.

6. Accuracy of the 1962 Report

a)

In the industrial’ summary at page 44a is the
statement: industrial prlants located in
the central busmess district would be sub-
ject to increases in taxes comparable to
other eomeresml preperties“, yet the sample
industries in the central area listed on
pages 43 and 44 sh@w individual inereases
and decreases, and in aggregate practically
no change (at a decrease from $42308 to
$42294) .

On the same page 44a is the statement:
*large industrial plants such as Imperlal
0il and British American 011, who, owing to
the type of industry require large tracts
of land, would be liable to average ta.x in.
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creases of approximately 189.6% under site
taxation®, yet Imperial 0il's increase (pg
44) is from $110506 to $167941, about 52%
not 189.6%. (B.A. is not identifiable, as
already mentioned above.) -

An experiment of averaging the unweighted %
increases of Imperial‘s nine pieces of pro-
perty produces the nonsengical "average" of
189,5% which is very close to the figure of
189,6% in the report. If this was in fact
the method used, then the blunder is of suf-
ficient magnitude as to undermine confidence,

¢) To summarize the Industrial Section (pg 44a):
the 1962 report narrative indicates
Downtown industry shows tax increases
Highfield, ete. shows tax decreases
large, eg Imperial & BA show tax increases

of 189.6%

whereag the sample data show

Downtown up and down; aggregate no change

Highfield, ete. some up, most down; aggre-
gate down _

Large, Imperial up 52% -

Large, Firestonme down 72%.

Invalid conelusion in the 1962 Report

If the errors of method and presentation might
be éxcuged on the grounds of imperfect compre-
hensgion of percentages and of excess zeal born
of bias, it is nevertheless difficult to be
charitable toward paragraph (4) of the final
summary at page 48 of the 1962 Repori which
reads: (the underlining is mine)

"Mogt cities throughout the Pominion spend
many thousands of dollars each year to en-
courage large industrial companies to de-
velop in their area. The introduction of
site taxation, in our opinion, would

i

W R s
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8,

certainly deter any large indusiry develop-
ing in this area.”

BEven with the anthors believing Imperial's in-
erease 0 be 189% (instesd of 52%) and even had
Firestone showed an increase, it would mot have
been proper to draw, from a sample of only iwo,
a conclusion in such sweeping terms ag "certain-
ly!? and ﬂ,&ﬂ{f‘”o

With Firestone showing (page 44) 2 decrease of

72%, the conclusion becomes highly improper.

With moet industries showing decreases, then,
even iaking imto account the gqualifying words
Plarge industry™, the statement is extremely
misleading.

4 more accurate conclusicn from the sample data
wonld be:

"Mosgt cities spend dhoussnds of dollars do
encourage indusiry to develop in their
ares. The introduelion of site taxaiion
wonld be an encouragement to industries
to come to this area, with the excepbion
of an industry that regquires large tracis
of land that will remain cemparatively
wnder-developed.” :

Recommendation
¥y recommendation to the research group is to
approach the 1962 Reporit circumspectly; o
accept ne calewlatiohs withouit checking them;
o agcept no conelusions without cheeking back
te the data.

Yours truly,

P, B, Bolton
Edmonton.

TRUTH IS5 REALITY IN
HARMONY WITH THE FACTS.
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ROMNEY PICKS RIGHT ROAD TO RENEWAL

An Editorial by Neil Munro in _
The Interpreter, Grand Rapids, Michigan

Qur ex-governor George Romney has hitched his
wagon to yvet another rising star. First it was com-
pact cars, then a booming state of Michigan and
now complete revamping of the property tax system.,

Nothing sounds duller, Right? But Romney thinks
he's found another winner and we agree. The Stormin’
mormon, as he's sometimes called, has been instal-
led by President Nixon in the office of Secretary of
the Department of Housing and Urban Development.

It's a powerful position and the governor can do
a lot of good in the next eight years; especially in
the light of that wagon he hitched his star to. It's a
complete reform of property taxation methods so
that the property tax rewards property owners for
fixing up buildings or building new cnes, rather than
rewarding them for letting buildings run down and
property stand vacant.

Here's how it works:

When a man improves his property or builds
something new his taxes go up., When he lets it run
down or leaves an empty lot his taxes go down. The
idea is that the tax on buildings and improvements
should be lowered and that the land itself bear the
lion's share of the tax burden, Land would be assi-
gned a tax bill accerding to its true value as deter-
mined by its location -- how close it is to downtown,
what is areund it, etc.

Therefore, a vacant lot or one with (cont. page 24)

CALGARY TODAY — TOMORROW

Second Prize Winner in
“Ald. Musgreave's Contest
PCITY OF MY DREAMS"

Submi tted By '
R. H. Cowie, Pres:tden‘b
R. H. Cow:r.e Sales Ltd.

Section I  Calgary - City of Dreams
Section II Calgary - Today * :

. % Any "yigion" is merely-a useless da,ydream
unless conditions as they are are con‘l;ra-
sted with things as they could be in the
visionary future. Obviously, my concept
of a City of Dreams could be a Hell to
someone 'who's outlook on "today" does not
parallel my own., For this reason I felt

- it necessaxry to give a surface outline of
- a few of the things I don't like, a.nd ‘some
reasons for these thoughts.

CITY OF DBEAHS

Ag ve look at Galga.ry breparatory te our air-
craft land:.ng, we see a sprawling metropolis which
is immediately notable through its lack of smog or
haze. This is quite different from our :mpressmn
on descent ten years 8g0.

Calgary is not much larger, but the formerly un-
developed areas have been filled in by factories,
particularly on the fringes. Although the popula-
tion has swelled to over 500,000, the actual area
is not much greater. Ve are mpressed by the lack
of freeways leading to the city denire - how can
this be? '

After landing, we shuttled to the baggage pick-
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" several blocks underground and were surprised by the.

up and were greeted by a young lady who asked what
type of transpertation we would require. VWhen we
explained that our destination was a downtown hotel
and that a rental car would be needed, it was sug-
gested that we take a helicopier, or a faxi {0 the
Rapid Transit depet. She further volunteered that
although rental cars were available, the usual cus-
tomers for them were people staying with friemnds in-
the ‘eutlying districts who used the ring roads with-
out approaching city centre. These people drove to
the Rapid Transit depots when they wished to visit
the core. 4

We chose the helicopter and thus had an excellent L
opportunity to view the city. One thing which im--
pressed us was the lack of depressed areas. Even
those districts predominantly factories and ware-
houses had a well-kept appearsnce. It was later ex-
plained by a Calgarian that gince. taxation on land
values only, rather than land plus :x.x_;_zprovements, had
been put into effeet, land had been developed rapidly
and there was consz_derable competition in indusiry

to mprove their ‘holdings to- create an exemplary
image, = We passed separate dwellings, duplexes, Tow
housing, and apartment complexeés, all of relatively
good appesrance. On approaching the core, there
were many high-rise apariments situated among office
bmldlngs snd 2 number of small parks om land once
used for parking lots. It was later explained that
the downtown apartments were expensive bnt preferred
by many business éxecutives. Some were furnished
and retained by firms for the convenience of their
personnel vigiting from other branches. We raised
our eyeb:eows at the high reant, but it made more
sense to us when we learnad that Bapid Transit made
it unnecessary for one to live downtown., The maxi-
num time by RT from any depot to the core was twenty-
five mlnntes. '

After landing and checking inio our hotel, we walked

number and va.nety of shaps. Wé emerged by escalator
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to a three-block open-air mall with many stores, =
boutigques, and places of relaxation and amusement.

T had occasion to gpend several days with a
friend who had a house on the “oubskirts® - three
blocks from a perimeter road and a ten minute drive
frem one of the RT depots. It was a pleasant dis-
trict, as I saw in driving to a supermarket with my
friend in his elecitric suntomobile. The supermarket
proved gquite different from what I'd come to expect
ten years ago. The displays were there, but the
guantities of each item were smaller, allowing a
much greater variety of preduct brands and sizes.
Wheri I remarked that this method of merchandising
musy add to costs and reflect in higher gwocery
prices, I was quickly corrected. The bulk of the
shozes' stock was Kept on a lower level and as the
last few packages of any item were purchased, the
display-was replentished automatically. I was im-
pressed by the intercom system which made it pos-
sible to ask the lecation and availability of any
:Ltem “From convenient peints throughout the store.
There was a special order clerk who looked after
ordering of non-stocked items. These could bhe
picked up the following week. Except for this elerk,
the ‘¢heck-out girls and packers, all store employees
warked on the lower level floor.

Iﬁy friend asked me to go with him to & card party
that.evening, sponsored by the community assoclatlon. '
This; vas an enjoysble sogial affair held at the local
publlc school suditorium. He mentioned io me that
by having the use of 1dle sehool facllltles, the
association had saved enough to eguip the commum.ty
hocky team with uniforms and sports eguipment.

The fellowing day, I remembered that my annual
pbysz.eal check~up was dne, and my friend phoned his
physzcla,n for an appointment on my behalf. The nurse
checked times on the computer and {entatively set
3315 for -the appeintment. At 2300 she called back
to say a matter of importance had. come up and changed
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my time te 4:30. After keeping the appointment, I
was found to be in good physical shape.

A few days later, I left for home with thg %‘eel—
ing that Calgary was a wonderful city a\nd.that its
progress in the past ten years was an achievement
other cities should emulate.

*hK *% *Ex * * K *%

TODAY

The modification of any city to be closer fo ome
of dreams entails change. To achieve change it is
esaential to motivate people to demand it. Only
slow "baby steps® will be possible toward any "r@l-_,
ization as progress will be vociferously or tacitly
opposed by three zroups of people who make up an
overvhelningly large percentage of our population.
These groups could be described as followss

- Thise who resist becoming involved. They may
want chahge; but not badly encugh to do anytbing 1o
secure 1% LEe. e ToE : -

. Thedninformable who lack the undersianding
to care. Included in this group would be those e_f‘f
fundamental beliefs who feel that some nebulous su-
pericr being will make things better with no help of
invelvement frem themselves.

- These whose standard of living, benure and
ocutlock are satisfactory. Any change will be resis-
ted and comsidered a threat to their routine, if
there is the remotest possibility it could affect
them adversely psrsonally, even though they can be
aware the change would improve overall gonditions
in our ¢ity.

The follewing are some of the areas where our eity
and its citizens have lots of room for improvement.

Our Pransit System: We have a system which has to
be one of the most poorly conceived in North America.
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Transfer from one bus to another often entails walk-
ing several blocks, connections are poorly integrated
and frequency of service and hours of operation in
some areas discourage poteniial customers from using
the gystem., The argument is used that as relatively
few citizens regularly use the transit system, fares
must rise, seme routes must be eliminated, others re-

- routed. This actually makes a basically poor system

so ineffecient as to attract few customers with the
resuliant operational loss. The once potential cus-
tomer is ferced to use his automobile or pu;cc_hase'

. one for convemient daily travel.

- Pollntion: This is a very real threat to the healthy
- growth of €algary. Partially due %o our lack of ef-
ficient traneit, more and more automobiles spew their
- pollution., One reason dewntown has so many aubtomo-
“biles is that it is relatively easy to drive there.

This-encouraged by much prime land allocated to par- -
king lot after parking lot. The situation will be
further aggravated by the proposed freeways to the
@emtam: core. The more sensible approach is that
of perimeter roads combined with rapid transit, The
result.~ fewer cars, less pollution and land free
for development instead of for parking use, The
major.source of pellution is industry. Our city
goes to great lengths to atiract industry and is
afraid, to jeopardize the effort by imposing and en-

. foreing sensible anti-pollutien laws., This could
; prove difficult, as our City Fathers are prime of-
~ fenders by thelr dumping of waste in our rivers.

, Paxation: A much more sensible and less descrimin-
- atory taxation method tham our present system is one
. baging tax on land value only - not en land and im-
. provements. Were such a system implemented, land

. speculation and the "glum" landlord womld completely
- disappear - there would be mo profit left in it for

them! Taxes should be imposed on land held by ed-
ucational and religious organizations except that
land used for schools amnd churches.
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Housing: Most young people today have been "brain-
washed” from the cradle to believe they must own
their own home, that it must be of certain minmimum
proportions, that certain services are necessities
and that not to have aceomplished this goal early in
1ife denotes failure. This is believed without re-
ference to responsibility or earning power of the
individual concerned. This misconception is perpet~
rated by our aldermen; they bave imposed minimwus '
standards which are much too high. This is partially
& result of pressure and for the most part, empty
argumente from citizens who fear a "degneration” of
their neighbourhood - social prejudice in its worst
form! Town housing, community co-operative complexes
and multiple family dwellings can be attractively
planned, economically executed and rather than being
the basis of a future slum, can enhance and enrich

a neighbourheod in the leng view. One srgument -
against integrating other housing types with detached
houses is that other types appeal to renbers and
those who do not own lack responsibility.  This ig
nonsense which is every bit as applicable to the
owner {in 25 years) as to the remter. MNoreso today
than in the past, the young citizen may be transfer-
red séveral times by his employer as a condition of
advancement. Obviously, to purchase a house each
time, if possible speculation ig discounted, is short
gighted and ridiculous. What our City Fathers ap-
pear to be doing is blindfolding themgelves into be-
lieving Calgsry consists of only stationary, middle
upper class residents. o

 Bducational Pacilities: 4 further evidence of com-
“mon sense taking a back seat to grandiose demands
is the (apparent) view of citizens that there mus?®
be a school within several blocks, While I'1l agree
there is no need for a regression to the days of a
school being located miles away, it is absolutely
unnecessary that there be so many schocls so close
together. The costs involved are downright cripp-
ling to each and every taxpayer. Fewer, but larger
schools should be built and if the children have to
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walk (or cyele) a helf-mile ihey should suffer any-
thing but 111 effecis! V¥When 2 zood funciional de-
simn for a school bas proven completely satisfactory
it should be used more than once, saving many dolliars
and unnecessary problems. Scbhools shouwld be used for
other poarposes than education when idle. For ins-
tance, communiiy assccletions could use school facil-
ities for meetings and sccial functions af nominal
cost ingtead of building the "club house”, The money
they would save could be used for the purpose they
exizty development of their commnity.

Supermarkets: The retail #in gods have itaken advan-
tage of our apathy. They have recognized the disease
symptoms. Because they realize our fronitier outlook
and lack of knowledgze of conditions elsewhere, we
are victimized. Elsewhere, the "name of the game”
iz Service; here, the Supermarkets happily ignore
this fzot of life and we, through ignorsnce, allow
than bo get away with it.

These concerns cater o lazger family units and
igriore the requirements of couples and singls per-
sons. There is & lack of smell sizes of tiomed goods
o the shelves {available in most Canadian sities),
It is not possible io purchase a half pint of cream
for your coffee, Packeging of meats make it 4iffi-
cult bo buy ssy. two pork chops. DBrande which don®i
enjoy wide sale will not e stocked end 1t is seldom
they can be obiained on special order. The attitude
is that you should settle Tor what is there, sven
if dinfericr. Have you $ried to purchase number one
grade potatoes in Calgary? The retailer seems to
think that we are soe entrenched in mediocriiy that
they won't sell.

Are they wrong?

THE REASCN A DOLLAR WON'"T DO AS
MUCH FOR PEOPLE AS IT ONCE DID IS
THAT PEOPLE WON'T AS MUCH FOR A
DOCLLAR AS THEY ONCE DID,




