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Henderson’s Politics of the Solar Age Wins Transformational

ook Award; Elg

A panel of 100 university teachers and
think-tank associates has given the second an-
nuzl “Transformaiional Book Award” to
Hazel Henderson for her book The Politics of
the Solar Age.

“I am very honored!” sa;d the 49-year-old
British-born fururist and “‘anti-economist’™ at
her home last week in Gainesville, Fla., where
she is recovering from a back njury. “Such a
distinguished group of judgest”

The award congists of a cash prize and a cer-
tificate of “appreciation and respect.” Cer-
tificates also went to the four rummers-up:
Dmane Elgin, Voluntary Simplicity; Lester
Brown, Buslding a Sustaineble Society; Hen-
ryk Skolimowski, Ero-Philosophy, and Nor-
man Cousins, Human Options.

About the Award

Fach vear, the Award is given to the author
whose bock, published in North America the
previous wear, ‘“‘had the poteniial to con-
tribute most o the reconceptualization of pel-
itics along human growth, decentralist, and
world order lines.”

Last year's award went to Marilyn Ferguson
for her book, The Aquarian Conspiracy.
Thus, this is the second year in a row thai a
woman from the Sun Belt has won the award.

The judges come from all parts of the U.S.
and Canada. Among the 78 universities repre-
sented are MoGill, Coluembia, Michigan, Wis-
consin, Morth Carolina, Texas, Berkeley and
Hawaii. Among the 19 think-tanks: Council
on Internationz! and Public Affairs (New
York City), Center for Urban Affairs and
Policy Research (Evanston, Ill), Southwest
Center on the Future {The Woodlands, Tex.),
andi SRI International (Menlo Park, Cal.).

In March, an eight-member panel including
Judith Ellison, director of the Congressional
Institute on the Future, John Fobes, president
of the U.S. Association of the Club of Rome,
and Michael Marien, editor of the World
Future Society’s Future Survey, selected 15
nominees for this year’s award (see RENEW-
AL #21).

The Transformational Book Award is the
only literary award of its kind. Sponsor of the
award is Renewal Newsletter. A press release is
going out later this month to 1,500 change-
oriented periodicals around the world.

About the winners

Among them, the five Certificate winners
cover a lot of ground. Henderson provides a
critique of economics (the discipline itself —
not just its practitioners) and the beginnings of

in, Brown,

& coherent alternative, Flgin offers a political
rationale for ““a way of life that is outwardly
stiimple, inwardly rick.” Brown describes ihe
global environmentai/energy crisis and sug-
gests the shape of a “‘sustainable society.”
Skohmowski articulates a philosophy that
could serve as the metzphysical basis for
“meaningful living” and political change.
And Cousing digtills the wisdom he’s acquired
in & Lifetime dedicated to humane social criti-
cism and world order activism.

However, there are some overriding similar-
ities among these books. Each is concerned
with the planet as a whole, not just with the
U.S. Each stresses the connection between
poiitics and values. And each offers a hopefui,

plausible vision of the noi-igo-distant future.

Controversy over Henderson

The Puolitics of the Solar Age was named on
over two-thirds of the ballots, and judges had
plenty of gzood things to say about it. From
Hawaii: ““Henderson has taught me the most
about the present crisis in cur economy —
why it is falling apart, why nobody in power
séems able to understand this and what an al-
ternative sconcimic svstem might look like.”’
From the Midwest: “(Henderson) inspired
hope without reserting to ‘cheap shots” or sim-
plistic thinking that characterized many of the
other beoks I read.” From the Bay Area:
“The key issue is collecting the data to make
the map of what is going on. (Henderson)
does this beautifully.”

There were some dissenting voices, how-
ever. One judge said, “*Poorly written!”” An-
other said, ““The thunderbolts are not at ail
aimed at the prevailing wisdom of supply-side
economics. . . . I do not konow of the slightest
hint of evidence to suggest that the practice of
economics has even been dented by this pol-
emic.”’

Controversy over other books
Duane Elgin’s Voluntary Simplicity re-
ceived more first-place votes than Henderson!
But like The Aquarian Conspiracy last year, it
was the kind of book that people either loved
or left alone; it received as many votes for first
place as for second and third combined. .
“I think (Elgin’s) views are an ineviiable
part of any long-range solution to the human
situation,’® said one teacher from the Mid-

west. “Reading Voluntary Simplicity instructs

and inspires me in making my life consistent
with my best knowledge,”” said another, from
the Pacific Northwest. However, here is an ex-
ample of the other kind of reaction to Elgin’s
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kolimowski, Cousins Are Runners-Up

book — from Mew York State: ““No hint
whatsoever of what might be done to promote
V.S. Elgin fervently thinks Tt's Happening {the
Peter Fan approach to social change), but his
estimate of 1G.million Americans smbracing
V.5. is a rough one, and probably inflated, as
are his hopes.”

Lester Brown’s Building a 3Susiainable
Soctery was the only other book to be named -

Note from the Editor

This is RENEWAL’s 15th consecutive
issue, and according to the *“‘credits”
box on p. 2, it is time for us to take our
summer vacation. Publication will re-
sume August 30.
It's been an exhausting, exhilirating
- year. 'We now have subscribers in all 50
states, in cur 100 biggest cities, and in 20
“foreign” countries: and we’ve been
written up or excerpted in publications
as diverse as the J.C. Penney Forum,
Vegetarian Times, and Israel’s New Out.
look?!

on over half the ballots. One typically balanc-
ed comment came in from the West Coast:
“Brown provided a great deal of solid ‘real
world’ information, and a reasonable if less
than inspired solution.”” Another came in
from the East: ‘‘An excellent overview of en-
vironmental trends and necessary actions. . . .
Brown fails, however, to make any mention of
the contribution of the arms race to sagging
economies worldwide, and he has no sense of
what is needed to get his ideas on the political
agenda.” ‘

Skolimowski and Cousins received equally
mixed reviews.,

From western Canada: “‘(Skolimowski’s) is
one of the best and finest reasoned statements
of a conceptual framework for a culture of life
and a peaceful global world-view.”” Aod, from
the Fast: “Skolimowski has the power to
t=ach and inspire. He is the poet of the alterna-
tives movement.”” But, from the South: “So
abstract as to be meaningless, except to other
academics and intellectuals.””

From a professor in the Great Plains states:
*‘(Cousins is) full of perceptive insights into
human problems and potentials.’” From the
Southwest: ‘‘Nice thoughts, lots of them, by a
nice man.” From a think-tank in D.C.: ““(It}is
not really a book — only a compilation of

Continued on page three, cofumn one . . .



Kaleidoscope
Project Warm; the

Proiect Warm, of Loulsville, Ky., is the
kind of unpretentious, eminently practical
program: that can take the New Age beyond
books and conferences.

P i a volunteer, neighborhood weath-
erization program,” PW's Jim Walsh told
REMEWAL . ““We train nesighborhood vol-
unteers to apply simple weatherization mater-
ials to their own homes with the understand-
ing that the velunteers will also apply these
measures to the homes of thedr elderly and/or
handicapped neighbors. All the materials are
free. We asked for and received fuli funding
for these materials from the local electric
company — Up to $50,000 for 1982-83 (1)....

“To date we have trained 160 volunteers
who have weatherized over 225 homes. Cur
follow-up enetgy analysis shows an average
of 17% reduction in fuel usage. More impor-
tant, we are getilng neighborhood groups in-
volved in energy matters. Today weather-
stripping — tomorrow local neighborhood
photovoitaics, and biodigesters . . .7° (Walsh:
717 Shelby Pkwy, Louisville, Ky, 40203).

& * *

The Aguarian Research Foundation —
that’s Art z2nd Jody Hosenbium and their
many friends -— have just produced an hour-
long cassette tapse of speakers and music from
the June 12 march for a nuclear weapons
freeze (RENEWAL #24). Another tape
they've produced: Isase Asimev, Gerhard
Elston, Donzld Eevs et gl at the first press
conference of the Planetary Initiative for the
Woaorld We Choose (35 each fromm ARF, 5620
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Morion 5t., Philadelphia, Pa. 19144).
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One of the most provocative articles on the
peace movemeni is buried in the sumimer is-
sue of 4 community planning jouwranal.

““Peace: An Alternative Strategy.”” by Ber-
keley professor Leoserd Bubl, distinguishes
among three groups involved in peace work:
first, the official govermment agencies; sec-
ond, the peace organizations (who ‘‘partici-
paie on the same ‘gamebozrd” bt on the
ather side of the rhetoric from the govern-
ment people’”); and, third, those who are
““dealing with a range of (issues} that wfi-
maiely relate to peace in the world™ — pov-
erty, self-government, health, hunger, consu-
merism, ecology, etc. According to Dubl, jt is
only this ihird gropp that consistently

“reflects a deep aliernative consciousness of

what the issues are™ and can {ake us beyond
the steriie guns-vs.-buiter debate.

I this view, the resirgent peace movement
is a double-edged sword. For to some extent,
it draws people and public attention away
from the deeper, causal issues mentioned
above (reprints 52 from: Duhl, School of
Public Health, Warren Hall, University of
California, Berkeley 84720).

& - ¥ *

Gordon Pavidson and Corinne McLaagh-
lin, co-founders of the Sirius Community,
have produced two slideshows that are really
catching on. ‘“Alternatives in America: the
Network ol Light’ surveys over 30 groups
that serve as ‘‘demonstration ceniers’ in

solar energy, cooperative buginesses, human-
Istic politics, ete. ““The Spiritval Destiny of
America® traces the coniributions of Mative
Americans, religious Furopeans, and the
“pereonial philosophy’” 1o our politico-
spiritual heritage. Both slideshows are avail-
able for rent or sale {P.0O. Box 388, Amherst,

~Masgs. 01004).
e
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Two more newsletters on “New Age poli-
tics’” (broadly defined):

John Lobell, auvihor of The Little Green
Book (REMEWAL #9), will be lzunching
Gury Null’s Natural 1iving Newsletter Ge-
tober 31 — a special premiere double-issue is
out now and iz available free. Null does the
popnlar radio show ““Watural Living”" for
WERAILFM, and ke and Uobell view health
f5in the largest context: health means not on-
Iy z healthy body, but alse a healthy mind
and a healihy environment’” (P.O. Box §49,
Madison Sq. Stn, New York, N.¥. 10159},

Meanwhile, Bichael Phiflips, author of
Fonest Business (RENEWAL #15), is about
to launch Glide Formation, the first “‘com-
puter based inger-active newsletter.” The
Formaiion will be kicked off via screening
various mostly well-known  people’s com-
menis on the subject of “‘ihe turning point.”’
“You can comment, reply, and (your reply)
will be forwarded to the person who made
the comment,” Phillips explains. More im-
portant, respondents will be able to reply di-
recily to each ather's comments (Glide For-
mation: 330 Ellis St., San Francizco 94102).

New World Alliance update

Alliance chapter organizers discuss their problems openly

In RENEWAL #24, we reported that most
tocal chapters of the New World Alliance have
experienced declining memberships, internal
turbulence, and a debilitating lack of focus —
despite the Alliance’s commitinent to such

" values and processes as sharing, consensus and
unity, In this column, the local organizers will
try te tell us what’s gone wrong.

“People are burnt out on going to lectures,
joining groups, that kind of thing,”” says
Dallas’s Susan Walton. ““Also, there wasn’t
enough support coming from (the National
Office) and people were fumbling around
blindly (here) trying to figure out what to do.”

““Some people haven’t found their particu-
lar role to play in the transformation,” says
San Francisco’s Alanna Hartzok. ‘““Then
again, some people have already found a level
they want to work on. {In San Francisco,) the
two came together not so well, they tended to
hold each other back,” and that tended to
hold the chapter back. |

“There’s a lot of people who've drifted
through our meetings and drifted away,”’ says
Los Angeles’s Gerald Goldfarb. ““‘Chapters
may be an outdated, old way (for a political
organization} to go. There are so many organ-
izations! Maybe they’re already doing {what
they can). . . ."’

The most successful chapter right now is in
Milwaukee, and according to Milwaukee’s

things if there wasn’t an Alliance. . .

Robert Thompson, ““That has a lot to do with
{our facilitator,) Belden Paulson. He’s been
doing this kind of thing for so many years,
having seminars, drawing people from all
(walks of life), that he’s just built up a lot of
credibility. Probably he’d be doing the same

In Washington, D.C., after many meetings,
the local chapter finally did come up with a
common project, says D.C.’s Jim Easterly —
doing low-cost energy retrofitting, especially
for older people. ““But in practice it was dif-
ficult to mobilize people around that. People
were more spiritually oriented, [ guess—the
membership really declined. . . . Another
thing, we were always. trying to think through
‘who we were” and getting no clarity from the
national level. We really suffered from lack of
definition.”

Differing notions of “‘what to do now”
have been put forward by Wendy Mogey of
the New York chapter and Mel Gurtov of the
Riverside, Cal. chapter. C

“People (in New York) put the Alliance at
the bottom of their list of priorities because
they don’t know what it is,” says Mogey.
“Also, people who’ve been attracted to the
Alliance (here) either haven’t had the organiz-
ing experience or don’t have the temperament
to start a sirong local chapter. (Given all this,)
Pm intrigued by a more ‘dictatorial’ model.

Like, this is in the contract: pick cut one nar-
tow concrete focus and see that as (the task,
and don’t) spend s¢ much time talking in gen-
eralities — just phinge right in there.”

By contrast, Gurtov staies: *A Tot of people
(in Riverside) were hangers-on and just not
willing or able to find their own path, (but) 1

“vVowed that "this thapter “would” #o¢ "beconic

‘Mel’s chapter.” T feel no ambivalence about
that: either it happens in a New Age way or it
doesn’t happen. We have to find a way to be
both externally competent and internally do-
ing things a new way. If we can’t , then maybe
someone else will come along and do it right.””
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Continued from page one, column three:

journal eniries that only someone ‘with his
status could get published,”

An off year?

Atleast half a dozen judges expressed disap-
pointment with this year's (i.e., 19815 crop
of bocks. “MNone impressed me ag warraniing
any especial honor,” wrote one think-ank
associaie. However, I wonder if some of these
judges weren’t expecting oo much of these
bocks. Some of them were clearly expecting
the beoks to do what only a pelitical move-
mrent can do. Consider this comment, from a
New York City think-tank: “None of these
books says things in a sufficiently stirdng and
provecaiive fashion to be too highly towied,”
Or this, from upstate New York: “I hope that,
-in future vears, more attention will be given to
the real-Bie probleims of geffing good ideas in-
to positions of power” (emphases added).
Transformation-oriented _people Tad  better
begin 0 understand that books cannot do
everyihngl

The top 10

Fere are the books that did best in the
valing. Scorss were obtained by giving five
points to each first-place vote, four points to
cach second-nlace vote, ctc., then dividing by
the number of judges.

. Hazel Henderson, The Politics of the
Sclor Age {(Anchor, 35 pbk., reviewed in RE-
NEWAL #i(), 2.48 points;

2. Dane Elgin, Volustary Simplicity (Mor-
row, 36 pbk., reviewed in #9), 2.24 points;

3. Lester Brown, Building a Sustainable So-
ciety (Morton, $15, reviewed in #i4), 1.68
pOints;

4. Henryk Skolimowski, Fco-Philosophy
(Marion Boyars, $7 pbk., reviewed in #6), 1.10
points;

5. Norman Cousins, Human Options (Nor-
ton, 310, reviewed in #18), 0.96 points;

6. Dandel Yankelovich, New Rules- (Ran-
dom .House, - $16, reviewed -in #24), .87
points;

7. Gary Coates, ed., Resettling America
(Brick House, $15 pbk., reviewed in #16), 0.78
points;

8. Bruce Stokes, Helping Ourselves (Nor-
ton, $5 pbk., reviewed in #5), 0.70 points;

9. Jeam-Jacques Secrvan-Schreiber, The
World Challenge (Simon and Schuster, orig.
France; $15, reviewed in #24), 0.62 points;

10. Niels Meyer et. al., Revolt from the
Center (Marion Boyars, orig. Denmark; $8
pbk., reviewed in #22), (.58 points.

For the record

A number of readers have wondered how
much influence I have on the selection pro-
cess. For the record, then, my first choice last
year would have been Robert Johansen’s The
National Interest and the Human Interest
(RENEWAL #2), which failed to finish in the
top 10. My first choice this year would have
been James Fallows’s National Defense (#11),
which wasn’t even nominated.

Kennar

“Everybody talks aboui the need for organiz-
ing, but hardly anvbody does {if),”’ says Washing-
toen, D.C. community organizer Byron Kennard at
the beginning of his book, Nothing Carn Be Dore.
Evervihing Is Possible (Brick House, 34 Esgen St.,
Andover, Mass. 01810, 310 pbk.). Then there’s a
painfel but illuminaticg explanation: **Maybe or-
ganizing s so mmundane an activity that persons
with exalied imtellecis feel it will diriy their
hands.” Then ihere's an atiempi io ground that
explanation in the author’s own experience: “‘1
don't cven socad 30 pereent of wy time in dirert
service te the needies. Mo, but here § am writing a
book. . . .7 Finally, there’s & comment to the ef-
fect that, well, maybe thers’s anotber side 1o all
this. . .. :

That pattern is repeated again and sgain in Ken-
nard’s book, making it one of the most personal,
entertaining, and bittersweet introduciions to

eMEw Age politics’ that T can imaging.

Al the standard bases are touched in this book:
the mindiessness of big systerns, the limits of
modern science, the Importance of entreprensnr-

| ship and “planctary commenity” and the human

scale. What makes this book special is that these
poinis are made wryly, plavfuily, anecdotafly,
homeronsly - with a healthy siress os the come-
plexities. The resuli i3 i restore the buman dimen-
sion to our toc-otten-abstractly-expressed politics.
It is also to give strength 1o many activists who
may have been experizncing some of the same am-
bivalences, double-binds, and doubts that Ken-
nard freely confesses (o,

The real theme of this book is the need for polit-
ical thinkers and activisgts io accept human nature.

we should accept human nature

Sure we can change, Kennard secms 1o be saying;
but the pace will be giacially slow, and there's ot
to be done in the meantime. Kennard admires the
Constitation because it dealt wisely with the con-
tradiciions in human natere,”” and he’s even begun
to celebrate “entrepreneurial scale capitalism®
because “its contradictions happen (o BIrTor some
contradictions in human nature that 1 now per-
ceive as inevadicabls.’’

Maiurally, ihai perspective pits him at odds
with somme Mew Age activists who would f{oces
more &n changing people thai on changing sys-
tems. As s careful student of barmas nature, Ken-
rard is suspicious of those who are constantly taik-
ing about sharing, consensus, undty, ete., and his
cominenis on, e.g., all those “‘selfless™ activisis
“who are extremely competitive with others in the
movement doing work most sirmilar to their own,”™”
are bound to remind any experiencsd reader of
many close colleagues.

That kind of outlook has had its effect on Keo-
nard’s understanding of what should be our polii-
ical strategy. On the one hand, he is an eloguent
champion of “networking’ in its many guises. On
the other hand, he feels that “traditional’” organ-
izations.are nesded to win popular acceptance of
ideas introduced by networks.

Unforinately, like his good friend Hazel Hen-
derson {who writes a supportive afterword), Ken-
nard bas retained a narrow and dated vision of cur
poiential  politics]  constituency:  “*minorities,
feminists, enviroamentalists, the counterculture™
— esseniially, ihe libera! Democratic constituency.
Ciearly, the thirust of his book is (o suggest that
our real consiituency is all those who love life.

Keys: it's time for humanity to grow up

Doenaid Keys is, among masy other things, con-
sultant to deiegates at the United Nations, presi-
dent of Planetary Citizens, and guiding spirit
behind the Flanetary Initistive for the World We
Choose. For years he’s worked at integrating his
spiritual and political understandings into a
coherent belief-system, and next month his first
major book, Earth at Omega, will be coming off
press (Branden Press, P.O. Box 843, Brookline
Village, Mass. 02147, $16).

The title refers to the fact that Earth is at a ma-
jor crisis point — ““point omega’ in Teilhard de
Chardin’s terminology. That’s not altogether bad,
says Keys, since it gives us a powerful incentive to
grow. Growth is Kevs’s master metaphor, appear-
ing again and again in this book. The world is a
vast “‘nursery school,”” humanity has barely
reached - the stage of ‘‘adoiescence,” and the
“prowing up of humanity’’ is upon us.

According to Keys, it is literally upon us. Ad-
vances in transportation and communications have
extended the “neural network™ of the planet to
such an extent that a new psychological and ethical
response is being demanded of us, a response that
could lead to what Keys, following Teilhard, calls
the ““planetization’’ (systematic interweaving) of
humanity. This step is Inevitzble, says Keys:
“human life on Earth will become organized,
whether in the next few years or after an interval of
ten thousand or a million years. It is inherent in the
destiny of aggregate lives. . . .”

The next couple of chapters take a very different
tack: they provide a down-to-carth ‘‘guided tour’
of the United Nations, its problems and potentials
as the first “‘universal organization.’’ Keys defends

the U.N. as a “nirror of reality,” pointing out
that its (cbvious) defects sitnply reflect the fact
that humanity has 4 long, long way to go.

The second half of the book can be read on at
least three levels at cnce! On one level, we are told
mrch more about Kevs’s melaphysical system, For
example, we are told that some of the new and
“‘necessary’’ myths that are arising, *‘spaceship
earth,” “‘the global village,”” ‘‘organismic
humanity,’” etc., are the partial ‘‘extrusions into
human consciousness of unitary realities which are
encountered in their entirety in immer life aad
which humanity can absorb only in small doses.”

On the second level, we are told much more
about Keys’s ideological system. For example, we
are told we can usefully think of people as falling
into one of four ‘‘orientations of consciousness,”
pre-humanistic, anti-humanistic, humanistic and
post-humanistic or transpersonal. ‘‘Democratic
rule’? is, bravely, guestioned — does it actually
Iead to the wisest choices? Shouldn’t we want our
““wigest and best persons to lead us’’?

On a third level, we are told nuch more about
Keys’s practical-political visions and plans. He
finds much hope in the “parallel culture’’ and in-
tentional communities; he pueis out a call for

“World Warriors’” — changed persons who are

ready to act as change agents i the larger society;
he gives a very thorough rationale for Planetary
Citizens and the Planetary Initiative,

Most New Age writers have only interpreted the
world. Keys has written a book that can help him
and his associates change it, and it’s on that basis
— its use-value as a tool — that Earth at Omega
should eventually be assessed.
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Clearinghouse reaches out to future-focused Congresspeople

Who are the fuiure-focused Congresspeo-
ple? Do they know onc another? Where do
they meet? What are their goals?

Thanks to the Congressional Clearinghouse
on ihe Future, it i possible t¢ provide begin-
ning answers to all those quesiions.

Clearinghouse: first cui

The Clearinghouse was staried six years ago
by Eep. Charlie Rose (D-INC), well known as
one of the most spiritually aware members of
Congress, and 10 colleagues. Purposes of the
Clearinghouse: to provide Congresspeople
with information about trends and emerging
issues, Lo help Congresspeople look at the fu-
ture consequences of their decisions, and fo
help Congressicnal committees incorporate
futures research and forecasting into their pro-
ceedings (the “foresight provision,”” passed in
1974, requires most House commitiess to do
thig).

The 80-90 members and “‘advisors’” of the
Clearinghouse represent only about 15% of
the tofal membership of Congress, but among
them are most of those who did well in RE-
MEWAL’s first Congressional voling index
(#23), including top-scoring Senators Cheis
Dodd, Charles Mathias and Claiborne Pell,
and top-scoring Representatives Tom Downey
and Teby Moffett, Other members and ad-
visors rclude Rep. Berkley Bedell {(D-14),
passionate defender of small business and
local communities; Rep. George Brown, Jr.
(I-CA), who would have Congress promote
organic farming; Rep. Dan Glickman ([3-KE),
sponsor of the Peace Academy bill; Rep. Bar-
bara Mikulski (D-MD3, the former cornmuni-
ty organizer; and Rep. Clandine Schneider,
35-year-old pro-feminist and pro-solar first-
term Republican from Rhede Isiand.

““You might say the members of the Clear-
inghouse are generally younger in age and
younger in years of service, and a dispropor-
tionately high number of them arc women
-coming in (foLongress);t eays Rite Goldrman,
the voung, black executive director of the
Clearinghouse. ““I think women are peneraily
more sensitive to the fact that the future is
something we need to pay attention to.””

Clearinghouse: second cut

Recently, RENEWAL spent an afternoon
at the Clearinghouse, and we learned that the
“official’’ purposes, cited above, are only part
of the story. ““We want the legislators not only
to know but also to feel the need for (future-
oriented) legislation,” Goldman told us. “For
example, we discourage them from sending
surrogates to our discussions, we €ncourage
them to bring their husbands or wives, and
most of our (sessions) are closed to the public
s0 we can have meaningful discussions,
without people spouting the rhetoric they
spout in public. (All this) creates a com-
monality of experience. . . .** The deeper or
“latent’* purpose, then, is to induce Congress-
people to let down their guards and talk to
each other not as roles but as confused and

caring human beings — “which thev slso are.
ks one of the only places in Congress where
legislators are actually encouraged to do this.™

The Clearinghouse has experimented with

many different kinds of programs and gather-
ings during ifs six-vear hisiory, but its center-
piece has always been the ““DHalogues on
America’s Fature” serles — informal, off-the-
record discussions (sometimes quite intense!)
between members of Congress and innovative
thinkers: not just whom you'd expect (Daniel
Boorstin, Walter Wriston) bul also people ke
Elise Boulding, Buckmirster Fuller, Elizabeth
Drodson-Gray, Willis Harman, Hazel Hender-
son, Jonas Salk, E.F. Schumacher, Paolo
Solerd. . . . Until this year, there’d alsc been a
Trend Evaluation and Monitoring Program
(TEAM). According to Goldman, “TEAM
was a network of volunteers who picked oui
ariicles froma 70 publications indicative of a
tiend, Then the analyst would try to put
together what it meant - for Congress, for
society, for the globe. . . . We found the prob-
lem is not identifving the emerging jssues —
the problem is what do you do with them after
you've identified them? How do you raise
(Congresspeople’s) conscicusitess? How do
you mobilize people?’” '

The Clearinghouse publishes numerons per-
iodicals, including What's Nexr?, a survey of
futere trends; and Foresigh:, which tracks fu-
ture-oriented  Jegislation through Congress.
“Thiere needs to be hard-core futures legisla-
tion in different aress,” Goidman told wvs.
“Take computers, for example. There's al-
ready a need for a public peolitical response!
To wazit until there’s z crisis to address this
issue doesn’t make a whole lot of sense. But so
far we don’t see as many hard-cove tangible
results as 1’d like. What we see (among some
legisiators) is a conscious awareness, like,
maybe we shonld spend some iime thinking
about (computers). I don’t mean to minimize
the importance of this. But in the same way

that we go for the jugular inoversight hear- -

ings, well, we need to do foresight hearings in
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a different and more {powerful) way. . . .’

Clearinghounse: third cut

After RENEWAL left the Clearinghouse
offices, which are tucked away in an Anoex
building, we made cur way to some of the
Congressionat  office buildings where we
taiked 1o some aides who are familiar with the
Clearinghouse. From them we were given an
even less congraiulatory version of the Clear-
inghouse’s current role.

““There’s a real need to network the dif-
ferent (Tuture-oriented Congresspeople and
their staffs), but the current staff (of the
Clearinghouse) doesn’t have the skills o do
this,” said ome aide. “Except for the {ex-
ecutive} director, they just want to stay in their
office and set up events. . . . Also, there’s a
need for a real futucist on staff. There isn’t
one now, you know. Many of the questions
that come up at our end are questions about,
well, the Voting Rights Act, sodium condent,
DA and so forth — guestions way over the
heads of the organization.”

“So many of the speakers are just visionar-
ies — just good talkers,” another aide told us.
“After a while, that loses its appeal. Two (re-
cent} speakers who were effective were (Jean-
Jacquiesy Servan-Schreiber and (Danied) Yan-
keiovich. Servan-Schreiber has vision but hie's
also got rescurces — 320 million from Mit-
terrand. Yankelovich has vision bui he’s also
got poils backing kim up.”

“The Clearinghouse now is a beginner’s or-
eanizaton,”” said a third aide, “‘it’s not a what-
do-you-do-with-ii-now-that-you-know-it  or-
ganization. And that’s why it’s losing its
membership! It’s not more information we
need now, it’s what does it all mean? How can
we present it to our constituents? How does it
translate into specific legislation, and how
does it translate into what [ shouid do Monday
at the 3-M Company?”* (Congressional Clear-
inghouse: 555 House Annex #2, Washington,
D.C. 20515:-subs to. What s Next? on reguest,
subs to Foresights $15/year).
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