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pitting class against class they
challenged their countrymen to re-
call that their God was a God of
justicé (Mishpat) and that He would
never tolerate such a violation of
the principles of righteousness and
tustice in His pecople.

Men of Faith

They played it as men of faigh.
Since the practice of buying and
selling land had never come under
suspicion as the cause of this cur-
rent trend toward degradation, how
else could they play it? It is to
their everlasting credit that they
did. Other people never thought of
relating such matters to religion.
¥hat did their gods care about jus-
tice or injustice?

Missionaries have explored the
earth and evéerywhere they have
found men completely. docile in the
face of poverty. I was not their
primary concern to set people
thinking about justice or injustice
but the Bible is full of ideas that
point up the value of freedom and
independence. The individual is re-
cognized as the object of God's
love and how can an all-powerful
and loving God be indifferent to
the unnecessary sufferings of his
people?

Had the ancient Hebrew prophets
understood the cause of their re-
gression they might have added this
specific knowledge to their faith,
put how counld they understand some-~
thing that was to continue to baf-
fle men for centuries? That they
did not .know the law is no reflec-
tion on them, and no disparagement
of the processes of revelation
with which they are presumed to
have been endowed. Ancient people
were ignorant of many laws that
have been “revealed” to us. Had
they known aboul the germ theory of
disease they would not have allowed
leprosy to frighten them into
treating its victims 50 cruelly.

What distuarbs us today is that

religious leaders are still playing
this as men of faith. We have no
exeuge for trying to rely upon mor-
al suasion alone in our effort to
keep men in line. One would think
the law had never been expiained,
or that a seientific procedure had
never been worked out.

For us there is no excuse. If we
do not upderstand the law and imag-
ine that we can hold the line a-
gainst selfishness by moral suasion
alone, then we are in mortal danger.
1f we have been tricked into be-
lieving that there is no law and
that a democratic form of govern-
ment can play fast and loose with
its taxing autherity, arbitrarily
taking money here and leaving it
there, as if it were impossible to
find any set of principles for
guidance, then we can expect to be-
come hopelessly entangled in our
own web of sticky mistakes.

If we think we can disregard the
law and that our churches can turn
out such impeccable characters that
good Christians everywhere will
disregard the law and pay high
wages when the going rate_for }abor
has fallen everywhere, then we need
some primer lessons in economics.
No businessman, Christian or not,
can pay twice as much to labor as
his competitors and siay in busi-
ness. The law is inexorable and
when the government thinks IT can
step in and arbitrarily establish a
minimum wage in utter disregard of
the laws of rent and wages, then
another crimp has been put into the
free enterprise system.

Hew Far Left of Center?

Kost clergymen, who pride them--

selves on their social passion,
have adopted positions left of cen-
ter. We may sympathize with the in-
tent, which is to relieve want and
to give a semnse of security in the
face of the hard realities of the
economic process, but we must say
a word about how all this is re-
lated to the socializing process.

It is here that we come upon the
secientific basis for a limited
socialization of our economy. ¥We do
not believe in making a blanket
condemnation of all that is socizl-
istic. There are some values which
have been socially created and
these should be socially collecisd

and socially distributed. All we~

have to do is to observe what val-
ues naturally atiach themsslves to
land and then see that those values,
aad only those values, are abpro-
priated by the state. As things are
now we confuse the entire pictare.
The state allows landholders to
keep socially created values for
themselves and then it turns upon
everyone and takes away in taxés
billions of dellars worth of indiv-
idually created values, Becauss we
do not distinguish clearly between
the two kinds of values we allow
some people to enjoy very special
privileges and we leave others so
hard pressed that they cannot even
find a place to stand.

We know we have left wuch unsaid
and unexplained. What is the law of
rent? That is another chapier. If
we have made you suspect there is
a law, that is 811 we can hope.

S¢ What?

What can clergymen do about all
this? First, try to understand it,
Then rejoice that for the first

time in American history a system .

of Land Value Taxation is legal in
Cities of the Third Class in Penn-
sylvania.

We are prepared to help with the
education. If there is any interest
shown we will conduct classes and
point up the many equities involved
in Land ¥alue Taxation.

In Erie we are pressing hard for
the adoption of the law. We need
influential help in high places. Do
what you think wight bring about a
higher degree of equity and justice
in our society.
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Religious Leadership
and Tax Paeliey

Alpost any religious leader to-
day would be inclined to the opin-
iorn that an effort to change the
base of the real estate tax from

‘buildings and improvements to land

value would scarcely place any com-
pulsions upon him or his conscience
as a religious leader. But im this
conclusion he would be almost
wnimaginably wrong.

It seems to have escaped general
notice, but the fact remains that
most of the fierce and desperate
poverty of the world springs from
the policy of taxing land low or

YOUNG

net at all. It is an irrefutable
fact that where poverty is most ip-
tense land is pever taxed. Why not
check it ocut?

Strangely enough almost all
discussions pertaining to the cri-
tical issues of our times omit any
and all reference to land as a
basic factor ir the preobiems in-
volved. This 1s a wicked over-
sight.

This lack of specific under-
standing of the nature of land in
our economy is at the bottom of the
poverty and unemployment which
$till plagues us as a people. Qur
cities all suffer from obsolescence-
and decay. Siums still act as
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breeding grounds fer crime. A pro-
per understanding of our “land pro-
blem” would serve to correct these
conditions.

Land Tax Eguated
with Freedon
When we say that a tax on land
value would eliiminate many evils we
are also referring to a force that
would restore human dignity, en-

hance freedom and re-establish the

vanishing power and prestige of
Democracy and the free enterprise
system.

There are many who view with
suspicion any effort to repair the
free enterprise system. Lack of
knowledge of the true significance
of land and of the very certain
effects that a tax on land value
would produce is causing many eduy-
cated and sensitive people to sus-
bect that the machinery of democ-
racy should be used to curb and
limit free enterprise in the inter-
est of general welfare.

Far from it! Freedom is a many
splendored thing. It really does
deserve all the accolades that have
been hesped upon it, When a social
order is mot properly set up to in-
sure “equality in liberty’’ abuses
are rampant. The freedom of some to
take unfair advantage of others be-
comes a threat to freedom itself.
That is how it has been. In an
effort to correct the abuses of iil
distributed power we have all but
destroyed the roots of freedom it-
self.

Land Proehlem Solved

It was Ruskin who said, “Sooner
or later every civilization comes
face to face with its liquor pro-
blem and its land problem.” For us,
solutions in both areas are long
overdue. Unfortunately the land
problem was never astually solyed
for any nation until about eighty
years ago. Many astute thinkers had
been closing in on the problem, but
it remained for Henry George, one
of the world's most original think-
ers, to clinch the argument in one
of the greatest books ever written,

Progress and Poverty’ .

Everywhere the book went it won
its devotees. Intellectuals and
social idealists lined np together
in agreement. But the money bar-
ons of the time became alarmed for
fear that they might have fc¢ work
Tor those extra millions, and not
be able to ‘get richer in their
sleep’ by speculating in unimprov-
ed land. George not only analysed
the economic processes and pointed
out why poverty scems to dog the
footsteps of our civilization, but
he recommended a specific solution
and peinted out how our free socie-
ty could remain free and enjoy an
abundance of this werld ‘s goods
Tar all of its industrious members.

Solution Rejected

But his solution proved so ob-
ncxious to the gower cligues of
that day that ail the subile in-
fluencey available to men of
wenith and power were employed to
smother the theory under a blanket
of sileace. It is known in the
circles of those who believe in
Land Value Taxation as “The Con-
spiracy of Siléence™.

This was indeed a sad state of
affairs, With the rejection of an
economic philosophy that might have
led to real freedom and pure indi-
vidualism we were obliged to repair
the body politic with nostrums that
have seen the liberties that we
once enjoyed eroding away, and in
our e¢ffort to correct socio-econo-
mic conditions we have spawned a
whole new set of evils for which
there seem to be po obvious cures.

Key to Understanding

Our puzzlement over these issues
will never be resolved until we
understand why we got into trouble
in the first place. This we will
never do until we understand the
beculiar effect that “The Law of
Rent” has upon our social lives.

If you were to hear a speaker
refer to “The Law of Rent”., would
you have a clear idea of what he
was talking about? Ceuld you either
define if{ or explain how it works?
When we declare that the law of
rent is the mest significant, knewn
and well defined of all economic

laws, and that failure to control
it for the benefit of the race has
produced more poverty, bred more

ordma
Crime,

cauged more wars than zny other
external factor affecting wain' & be-
havicur, would you have z ciear
idea of what it was that we were
talking about?

stirred up more hatred and

if there is such a law (and we

can prove that easily), and if it
has been so effective in bedeviling
the lives of men, would you not
consider it your duty to find out
all you could about it?

Fvil Effects of the

Uncentrelled Law

A person who has never learned
how the law of rent functions is in
no position fo appreciate how much
of an effect it has upon cur own
economy. In America land was o be
had in great abundance. Because it
was there, to be had without price,
we have not felt the pressures of
the law so much as have other coun-
tries. But now, things are getting
more critical. The person who is
familiar with the law can see all
sorts of pressures developing. The
price of land everywhere is too
high., The ¢ost of improviang laad is
prohibitive and the tax on the im-
brovements constitute a vidieulous
penalty against initiative. Unem-
ployment is c¢hromic, for the simple
reason that land is noi easily
accessible. Cities sprawl over vast
areas. Vacant lots are everywhere
and badly improved properties are
left to decay. Downtown areas are
virtual slums and the perimeter of
the downtown section is being held
out of mse beczuse owners of the
land are hoping to sell at fabulous
prices. All this can be corrected
by taxing land and taking the taxes
off the improvements.

Land Net Always
Bought and Soid

We do not have time to elaborate
upen the process here, We do want
to point out however that there
have been certain kinds of civili-
zations that never experienced the
effects of the law cf rent. There
have been many societies where the
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members could see no particular ad-
vantage in claiming ownership of
land. The Nomads of Arabia were
such people. One thinks of American
Indians and Eskimos or most of the
tribes of Africa. We know one miss-
lonary who was able to secure sole
ownership of a piece of land only
with the greatest of difficulty,
because the idea was totally for-
eign to the African Chief with whom
he was obliged to deal” .

We have no {rouble with the con-
cept at all. It is a part of our
tradition. Because it is, ours is
referred to as an “‘Aristocratic’
form of society.

The name itself is suggested by
its most characteristic result. It
tends to produce an “aristocracy”,
which gathers its peculiar power DY
virtue of its rights of ownership
of land. In such a society “The
Law of Rent” goes to work with a

vengeance.

The Lav and Secial

Retreogression

Such societies invariably become
predétcry and the processes of ul-
timate decadence are continuous and
persistent from the heginning. OQur
civilization is running true to
the uswal form. One thing and one
thing only can arrest the process.
We will have fo deal intelligently
with “rhe Law of Rent’'.

A fact of the greatest possible
significance has escaped the notice
of the most distinguished scholars
of the Bible and of antiquity. Be-
cause they did not uaderstand how
the law of rent works they never
understood the mechanics by which
the processes of decadence take
hold of a civilization. You canh
search the writings of the most
distinguished historians without
finding any clear-cut explanation
for the decline of a civilization.
Spengler observed “The Decline of
the West” but he had no plausible
expilanation for the phenomenor. If
he had understocd the law of rent
his book could have been infinitely
more effective and he weuld have
been able to poiat up a remedy in-
stead of giving way to intellectual

despair. Nations do not need to de-
cline.

Nemadic Life and the Law

Many years ago there was a group
of people who did not share this
“asristocratic” way of life. They
were nomads, and since they travel-
ed with their flocks and herds from
place to place they did not find it
advantageous to own land. Ig_thei:
society “the law of rent” never had
a chance fo grind out its death and
degpair. No member of that society
had any more of this world s goods
than any other. It was sparse liv-
ing and there was very little to be
had at best. Buit, since they were
all equal in this particular they
suffered from no.warping of the
sense of justice. If you want to
see perfect justice go to the
sheiks of the desert is the advice
of the anthropologist.

It is well to remember that the
nomads of yesteryear were our spir-
itual ancestors whether we be Prot-
estant, Catholic or Jewish. For
ng one koows how many years Lthey
had been sociologically conditioned
to eXperience justice and fair play
in their everyday lives. Justice
was a normal and naztural reality.
In developing their ideas aboui. God
it was easy to think of Him in
terns of justice. Their nomadic ex-
igstence provided the soil in which
the great beliefs of ethical mono-
theism first took root.

Sanctions of Religiom

These were the people who gave
the world a social corscience to
begin with., Most of the peoples of
the world have fallen into the
practice of employing reiigion as a
gsanction for injustiee. Baal wor-
ship was, and still is, the worship
of the “owner”. The Baal of a city
was the owner of the city and he
was projected as the object of war-
ship. When you tan convince the
people that it 1s God’s will that
you should be the owner of every-
thing in sight, then brother, you
“have it made’’. This has been a
common practice of strong and will-
ful men from time immemorial, It
was only yesterday that we interred
the doctrine of the Divine Right of
Kings.

Dawa of Ethical Menotheism

There is a significant fact that
ought to burn itself into the minds
of all who would try and understand
what really goes on in this werid,
The Hebrew people were the only
people in the history of the world
to really develop the concept that
our lives are in the care and keep-
ing of a good God. Others may have
glimpsed the shadow of such a truth
but none ever sncceeded in giving
the fdea form. The gods of other
people were many and always capri-
cious. Confusion was the rule of
all philusophy. But the Hebrew pro-
phets were amazingly articulate in
carving out a philosophy which ul-
timately won universal acclaim and
changed the course of history.

How Ethical Memotheism
Al'ﬂse

How did they do it? There are a
few pat answers to such a question.
Some religionists would say, “It
was obviously the result of 2 spe-
cial revelation.” Others would say,
“We must mot forget that they were
a people especially chosen.™

Sometimes it is orly the harsh
reality of actual experience that
¢an pry open our eyes and make us
face up to great truths. Upon tak-
ing wp life in Canaan they adopted
the policy of buying and selling
land. This brought the law of rent
into play and all sorts of evils
began to plague them. It is our
firm conviction that the discerning
Hebrew prophets were jolted into
making those observations because
of the contrast between thé “before
Canaan” and ‘“‘after Canaan” experi-
ence.

One can watch the prophets as
they reacted to the injustices and
the inequities which seemed to have
fastened themselves on their way of
life. These modes of behavior were
an affront to their spirits. They
cried out hitterly against the lust
for land, exemplified in the prac-
tice of adding field to field.

They saw 2 strange and terrible
change coming over their countrymen
and in an effort to out a stop to
the processes which seemed o be




