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We are met in an hour of tremendous opportun-
ity. "You who shall liberate the land," said Mr.
Cobden, 'will do more for your country than we

have done in the liberation of its commerce.'" @

Mr. Churchill served as Prime Minister
of England during the Second World War,
His courageous and determined leadership
throughout this dangerous period earned.
him world-wide acclaim, and he was knight-
ed in April, 1953 as a token of the affection
and gratitude of his countrymen.

ONE of the reasons for the rarity of states-
manship is that, in a world increasingly
rushed to death, the long range waits on the
immediate. What is urgent takes priority
over what is merely important, so that what
is important will be attended to only when
it becomes urgent, which may be too late.

- Louis J. Halle

Holding Action. In the Middle East there is a legend
about a spindly little sparrow lying on its back in the
road. A horseman comes by, dismounts, and asks
the sparrow what on earth he is doing lying there
upside down like that. "'l heard the heavens are going
to fall today," said the sparrow.

"Oh!" said the horseman., '"And I suppese your
puny little legs can hold up the heavens ?%

"One does what one can,' said the sparrow. ""One
does what one can."
-William A, Jenkins in English Journal

ON
HUMAN RIGHTS

by
Winston Churchill

Extracts From a Speech
Delivered at Edinburgh

IT is quite true that land monopoly is not the
only monopoly which exists, but it is by far the
greatest of monopolies —it is a perpetual monopoly,
and it is the mother of all other forms of monopoly.
It is guite true that unearned increments in land are
not the only form of unearned or undeserved profit
which individuals are able to secure; but it is the
principal form of unearned increment which is de-
rived from processes which are not merely not bene-
ficial, but which are positively detrimental tc the
general public.

I.and, which is a necessity of human existence.
which is the original source of all wealth, which is
strictly limited in extent, which is fixed in geogra-
phical position—land, I say, differs from all cther

forms of property in these primary and fundamental:
conditions, :

Nothing is more amusing than to watch the eff-
orts of our monopolist opponents to prove that other
forms of preperty and increment are exactly the
same and are similar in all respects-to the unearned
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of the land monopolist; I amn dealing more with the

process than with the individual landowner. I have
no wish to hold any class up to public disapproba-

tion. 1 do not think that the man who makes money

by unearned increment in land is morally a worse
man than anyone else who gathers his profit where
he finds it in this hard world under the law and acc-
ording to common usage. It is not the individual I

attack, it 18 the system, It is not the man who is

bad, it is the law which is bad. It is not the man who
is blameworthy for doing what the law allows and
what other men do; it is the State which would be

blameworthy were it not to endeavour to reform the
law and correct the practice. We do not want to pun-
ish the landlord. We want to alter the law.

Take the case to which I have already referred,
of the man whe keeps a large plot in or near a grow-
ing town idle for years, while it is "ripening' —that
is to say, while it is rising in price through the ex-
‘ertions of the surrounding community and the need
of that community for more room to live, Take that
case. I daresay you have formed your own opinian
upon it. Mr. Balfour, Lord Lansdowne, and the
Conservative Party generally, think that that is an
admirable arrangement. They speak of the profits
of the land monopolist, as if they were the fruits of
thrift and industry and a pleasing example for the
poorer classes to imitate.

WE dc not take that view of the process. We
think it is a dog-in-the-manger game. We see the
evil, we see the imposture upon the public, and we
see the consequences in crowded slums, in hamp-
ered commerce, in distorted or restricted develop-
ment, and in congested centres of population, and
we say here and now to the land monopolist who is
holding up his land —and the pity is, it was not said
before —you shall judge for yourselves whether it

Human Rights 5

it is because the doctor attends more patients and
more exacting patients, and because the lawyer
pleads more suits in the courts and more important
suits. At every stage the doctor or the lawyer is
giving service in return for his fees, and if the ser-
vice is too poor or the fees are too high, other doc-
tors and other lawyers can come freely into compe-
tition. There is constant service, there is constant
competition; there is no monopoly. there is no injury
to the public interest, there is no impediment to the
general progress.

Fancy comparing these healthy processes with
the enrichment which comes to the landlord who
happens to own a plot of land on the outskirts or at
the centre of one of our great cities, who watches
the busy population arcund him making the city lar--
ger, richer, more convenient, rmore famous every
day, and all the while sits still and does nothing.

ROADS are made, streets are made, railway
services are improved; electric light turns night
into day, electric trams glide swiftly to and fro,
water is brought from reserveoirs a hundred miles
off in the mountains —and all the while the landiord
sits still. Every one of those improvements is eff-
ected by the labour and cost of other people. Many
of the most important are effected at the cost of the
municipality and of the ratepayers. To not one of
those improvements does the land monopolist, as a

‘land monopolist, contribute, and yet by every one of

them the value of his land is sensibly enhanced. He
renders no service to the community, he contributes
nothing to the general welfare; he contributes nothing
even to the process from which his own enrichment
is derived,

If the land were occupied by shops or by dwell -
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workman. The railway company wishing to build a
new line finds that the price of land which vesterday
was only rated at its agricultural value has risen to
a prohibitive figure the moment it was known that
the new line was projected, and either the railway
is not built, or, if it is, is built only on terms
which largely transfer to the landowner the profits
which are due to the shareholders and the advanta-
ges which should have accrued to the travelling
public.

it does not matter where you look or what ex-
amples you select, you will see that every form of
enterprise, every step in material progress, is
only undertaken after the land monopolist has skim-
med the cream off for himself, and everywhere to-
day the man or the public body that wishes to put
land to its highest use is forced to pay a prelimin-
ary fine in land values to the man who is putting it
to an inferior use, and in some cases to no use at
all, All comes back to the land value, and its own-
er for the time being is able to levy his toll upon
all other forms of wealth and upon every form of
industry.

A PORTION, in some cases the whole, of every
benefit which is laboriously acquired by the commu-
nity is represented in the land value, and finds its
way automatically into the landlord's pocket. If
there is a rise in wages, rents are able to move
forward, because the workers can afford to pay a
little more. If the opening of a new railway or a
new tramway, or the institution of an improved ser-
vice of workmern's trains, or a lowering of fares, or
of a new invention, or any other public convenience
affords a benefit to the workers, in any particular
district, it becomes easier for them to live, and
therefore the landlord, and the ground landlord, one

s

Hurman Rights 7

The greater the population arcund the Iand, the
greater the injury which they have sustained by its
protracted denial; the more inconvenience which has
been caused to everybody, the more serious the loss
in economic strength and activity, the larger will be
the profit of the landlord when the sale is finally
accomplished, In fact. vou may say that the unearn-
ed increment on the land is on all fours with the pro-
fit gathered by one of those American speculators
who engineer a corner in corn, or meat, or cotton,
or some other vital commeodity. and that the unearn-
ed increment in land is reaped by the land monopo-
list in exact proportion, not to the service. but to
the disservice done., It 1is monopoly which is the
keynote. and where monopoly prevails, the greater
the injury to society the greater the reward of the
monopolist will be.

SEE how this evil process strikes at every
form of industrial activity. The municipality., wish-
ing for broader streets, better houses, more
healthy, decent, scientifically planned towns, is
made to pay, and is made to pay in exact proportion,
or to a very great extent in proportion, as it has ex-
erted itself in the past to make improvements. The
more it has improved the town, the more it has in-
creased the land value, and the more it will have to
pay for any land it may wish to acquire,

The manufs cturer proposing to start a new in-
dustry, proposing to erect a great factory offering
employment to thousands of hands, is made to pay
such a price for his land that the purchase price
hangs round the neck of his whole business, hamper-
ing his competitive power in every market, clogging
him {far more than any foreign tariff in his export
competition, and the land values strike down through

the profits of the manufacturer on to the wages of the
{con'd on p, 10)
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