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CALGARY & DISTRICT MEMBERS cae |
INVITATIONAL OPEN 1

7 - Each and every member is invited to bring
their acquaintances and friends tc an open inform-
ation night. The meeting will be condicted by Jim

*R.amsa.y, who will answer any questzons yOi1 Or your

friends may have regarding this year 5 classes.

The meetlng_mll -be held.__ at the Cent"_ral
YMCA, 332 - 6th Avenue S.W. {Sir George Williams
Room), on September 3rd at 7:30 p.m. Remember,
that is Monday, September 3rd, Labor Day...a day
of rest, when everyone will be refreshed te partici-.
pate in an evening program. ' |

Bring everyone - their wives, girliriends,

- husbands, mothers, fathers, sons, daughters and

anyone else I missed. Three invitation cards are
enclosed in! this News-Letter ... if you need more,
call Jim Ramsay at 2?4 8842.

| CHIVALRY DEFINED: a man's inclinationto defend |

a woman against every other man but himself,
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Milk River (cont'd) - THANK YOQU

3 aies . for your 7
bank for the additional funds, but the loan was de- ; ——,———! LETTERS & SUGGESTIONS

nied on the grounds that the Village did not have

sufficient revenues. An appeal was made to the ] In our last News -Letter we asked for suggest-
Provincial Government to underwrite the loan, The ions from members. We received some exellent
Council was told that the Province would be happy Y articles. The first is from a Vancouver daily,

to underwr}te th¢ %Qan, but they .WOUld h':ive to ' sent to us by J. W, Freeland; the second article,
change their taxation system to include improve- ; from Leo Ellert of Milk River, tells the story of
ments in the assessment. | Milk River and how it put land value taxation into

On April 26, 1949, a plebiscite was held in practise,

Milk River to change the taxation system to include ;
improvements in the assessment, This enabled the ,
; interesting excerpt from "Rating in New Zealand"

Village to borrow sufficient funds,; based on their ; _ e
new combined assessments, o proceed with the by Rone‘ddi QO Regﬁam and lcok forward to. printing
: the review of this book in a subsequent issue.

water and sewer installations.

We also received from Adele Buckalter, an

The flaw in the system was that the Village | %ok A R ok
did not assess the value of the land high enough te
meet their future needs, Tt became evidentwhen the : FAREWELL
lots were selling higher than their assessed value ]
at 100%. e . | - John Carten, a former member of cur
ST T ' editorial staff, bids us farewell as he

prepares his move o Halifax, N.S5. He

Irish Famine {cont’d from p.7}
has been accepted as a student of law at

beyond. . : . i Dalhousie University, and says bhis stud-
The ‘Pgoxj Law systﬂem whmhsemmsteu in England : ies with S.E.S. influenced him in making
from Tudeor times was introduced to Ireland by the this decision.- We wish you well in your

)

irish Poor Law Act of 1838, The couniry was divid-
ed into Pocr Law Unions, each with anelected board
of guardians and each Union had a work-house and

levied a poor rate on the Annual Rental Value of : |

new endeavour. John,

T

[ R T
e e T A

property. ' ?
When the famine struck, it became the very key '
stone of the British Goverament's policy that the "Please Sir, don't improve my
Irish landiords should pay the full cost of relief and j iot in life any further. I can't afford it,’
its administration. The poor rates were increased : :
many times over. 'Landiords were liable for all
the rates on holdings and cabins of less than £4

B Note from constituent to M, P.:
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"IT WORKED |

Henry George's philosophy really works.
‘It has worked right here in Alberta. in the Town
of Milk River., This information comes from the
files of the late Mr, Fred Pease,

Fred Pease came to Milk River from
Minneapolis, Minn. in 1910; at the age of 21,
bringing with him a strong and enthusiastic belief
in the merits of land value taxation, derived from
his early exposure to Progress and Poverty. '

Through Mr. Pease's efforts, a Single
Tax group was formed. This group was instru-
mental in changing the tax structure so that all
revenues in Milk River were raised by a taxation
on the value of land only -~ until 1928, when the
Village Act of 1927 compelled taxing authorities
to assess and tax improvements,

The Single Tax group applied pressure

upen the Alberta Government fo amend the Village
“Act to allow exemption of improvements. It wasn't

until March, 1935, that the Village of Milk River
was able tc pass a by-law stating ', . .that the

. assessment shall be limited to an assessment
based upon the ACTUAL VALUE of all lands in
the Village. exclusive of the improvements
thereon.’ :

The taxation levy for the yvear 1935 was
100 mills.

The Canadian Pacific Railway owned 50
unimproved lots in Milk River when this taxation
scheme went into effect. The C,P.R. appealed

-5 -

out only after George paid the cost of having the: type
set himself in a San Francisco printér’s and shipped
the plates east. The book by the self-educated eccn-
omist is now regarded as the most systematic work

' in the history of American reform., It sold two

million copies, was widely praised in Europe, and
at one time was the best-selling book in the world
next to the Bible,

Henry George had no pelitical ambition, but
was so popular he received an independent nomina-
tion for mayor of New York and it tock a coalition of
the two stongest parties to defeat him. Ewven so, he
finished ahead of a candidate by name of Theodore
Roosevelt. His death in 1897 was followed by one of
the greatest demonstrations of pepular feeling and
respect ever seen at a funeral of a private American
citizen. |

E

SO MUCH FOR LONG DEAD Henry. But his
theory lingers on. Simply put, it is that the value of
land be expropriated through taxation. George held
the perfectly reascnable belief that private owner-
ship of land has no more foundation in morality or
reason that private ownership of air or sunlight,
Therefore, when men pay excessive rent toc a pri-
vate landowner before they can work the land, they
are being deprived of a natural right.

The way to strike off this fetter of economic
reunt is to require payment of a tax to the community
which, by its own development, has produced the in-
crease in the land value in the first place. George
called this the Single Tax and it was what established
his fame. The state should tax away all economic
rent and therefore all other taxes could be abolished.
{Landlords, by the way, would be left in undisturbed
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