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Tax Assessor Garland of San Antonio
NVarmly Approves Somers System
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Southern Attack on Somers System by
Pleydell Fully Met by Mr. Pollock

One of the active detrzetors of the Somers
System g A, (. Playdell, of New York., Ie was
the secretary of fhe National Tax Association and
continues secretary of the New York Tax Reform
Association, althougl he has advocated no reform,
sad of deoing so he has spent much of his
thne throwing mud at the SBomers System, because
it has really Inaugurated a grea! reform and is
being recoguized by progressive people in all
parte of the country.
¥ Plevdell Lias opened his mud babteries
in New Orvleans. He evidently noticed that the
Somers System was making great progress in the
south, as elsewhers, and he hastened to the Cres-
cent Nty to @y o stem the {ide.

My, Plevdell might as well try to stop the flow
of the Mississippi., Al that he has succeeded
in dolng is to have a signed communication pub-
Hehed in one of the New Orleans papers. Any
newspaper in any part of the country will publish
a signed communiceation addressed to the edlior,
g0 thal having his plece luserted in the New
Ovlean’s paper, Mr. Pleydell has in reality ac-

wards My Pleydell apparently changed his mind
on this point for he joined with Allen Ripley Foote
of Columbus, Ohlio, in oppesing the adoption of the
Somers System.  Plevdseil has sinee conducted a
propagands in opporition to the Somers Bys-
tem in all paris of the United Siates, Notwith-
standing this opposition for which no rOrBason
has ever been given, the Somers Systew i= now
i use for tax assessment purpeses in the citiesg of
Cleveland and Columbus, ., Springfield, Joliat
and Kast 8t Louls, 11.; Denver, Col; Houston,
Beaumont, Waco and Galveston, Texas; Augusia,
Ga.: Des Moines, Ta.; and several smaller towns,
and is under installation at this writing in the
oities of San Antonio, Texas, and Lake Oharles,
La,  Appropriations to pay for our services have
been made in Portland, Ore. and Baltimore, Md.
There is an overwhelming volume of proof that
in cities where the Somers System has been In-
stalied tax assessments of real estate have actu
ally been equalized; and it is ceriain that there
has been nothing approaching equalization in any
other cities of the United Hiaies, including New

exgmples by Pleydell.

“1 have repeatedly sfatsd my clalin that Mr
Pleydell 18 rnot a sincere reformer as far as fax
asgesgments are concerped; that he and Foote,
instead of being entitied to recognition as re
formers, are in fact the representatives of “in-
vigible Government” in preventing real reforma
o fax awssedsments. Foote hag a long record as
the sxponent of resetionary policles In Ohio.
While posing as a reformer the result of his
efforts has been ihe stifiing of real reform. In
none of the cities where the Poote-Plevdell op-
position to the Somers System has shown lisslf
have they brought any substitute for the services
which the BSomers System supplied, nor hive
they suggested any methods by which the local
apsessors could equalize assessments, and so far
a8 they have prevented the uge of the Somers
System they have helted the eforts to bring
about equalization.

"Messrs, Foote and Pleydell were for a number
of years the president and seerstary respectivaly
of the National Tax Assoeciation. Thsey obtaliad
credit from s great many sincere tax offleials and
univergity protessors for sincerity of purpose, but
at the meeting of the Association held at Des
Moines In the summer of 16812 tHey were deposed
from their offices. They uno longer have the von-
fidence of many of their former associates in the
National Tax Association, but are now recoguized
a8 reactionaries, and they have lost the power
and their declarations lack the authority which
they formerly possessed fo influence thal orgin-
ization in maiters of taxation policy.

cotaplished very littla, York City and Newark, N, J, poinied out as “Mr, Pleydell says E. his commuunication that
ﬁrb,_wgw ABSESSMENT OF PROPERTY FOR . j . ,

TAXATION |8 GOVERNMENT FUNCTION : EN.H_ 1

In s communication to the edifor, Mr. Plevdell wﬂbmwm Onm.u @‘mo m O..,m.. zm ”_'Lmo mm

that there i nothing new or strange about 5 - -
the unit sysfem “of valuing land or buildings. 1t Wﬂwmﬁ%»ﬁwww awww.ww@oﬂ Population :
is an evolutlon, a6t an invention,” he 4ays, - T TR TS reyEs ) .
Pand iz oused In g number of cftles” 1 Tereas roresss 1890 | W ® oy
. : alueof Lond was | B8Y | Value of-Buildinds |

“Nor s there anything new,” says the com- 18909 5.8% 31% B ! 3 \o € ‘% %
munication, “about the use of tables to defermine N 1= o £ @ v o o . o \ . .
the wvalue of lots which are elther shorier or 18691-92 12 % w.m\m 1891 " \72% - ‘ '
longer than the mtandard or uniform sized loks. . ; @ g
Buch tables are in use in this and other oitiss _mww.mw 10.9 \m 6.27% Hmwm. nooon " H NN.N_ " b N
It is the general opinion of assessors who have - . ’ -
stiidied these questions that no table of this | [B932-94 65.9% 32 893 won o on v B7YT a " "
Find will apply allke to all cities, or even fo all - :

ions of one city, but there s no serious dit- | 1594-95| 9 3% 4.4 1894 w wom IG5 Y% . o
farence bhelween any of the tables in genarsl. - .
use.” -Gl < b, 1) o © n 1 < o , :

In his communleation to the editor, Mr. Pley- mwwm 96 ru.@\h L.W\a 57 \m Hmwmm " " _ .mth "

I declares that he was challenged by Mr. E . ; e .

. representing the Manufacturers’ Ap- | 1896-97 1 5.2 VA hm..wwh 1896 H o " 1B0%| « “ -
prajsal Company, fo a debate at Yonkers, N. Y., : " . N ’ = -
and that the audience decided in faver of Mr.| |897.98| 4 Bol 19 1887 oo e B0% e " “
Plardall : . :

“f know i is now clalmed by this company that . 2, 1L " b " 9, , o s
thay do not place the valuations, but this iz to 1858-99 .mwo.:h 080t 1% 1898 ” mm\m '
ke done by the assessors, at least o far as the a o
unity’ are concerned, and that then the company 1899-00 1.1 h 1.7 \m_ 1899 " " n e mWN o " »
disiributes values over lots of different areas. ’

A I pointed out in my diseussion at the National | 190007 | 4.f1% | 362% L 1900 " oo w |BBY% » no
ence, this method of distribution, seo 5 P ry - \N -
rolates to corner lots, 18 full of ahsur 01-02| 22a- e 1 | Valwe of Land was o | Viadue of Benldivyis
dities. Ho far as the Sdomers System deals with 19 h;.Wh«\u 11% 1901 |/ Wmh i
ingide lots (those away from corner influence) N o ) " " " " a ” " "
Mr. Somers’ rule iz a fairly good one, although 1902-03 .W:Qw B 2ot 1% Hwom .N%h
not withont defects: but rules just as pood as
hig are used in varlous cliles, and can be lad 1903-04 w.omo\m B nﬁﬁ& H&Ow i " “ " .N,WN ' v "
tree of charge.” ] g

In reply to this communication, Mr. Walter | {G04-051 .Gof 1% ] 3of 1% 1904 T 4 54 -
W, Peollock, president of the Manufacturers’ AD e . -
praisal Company, sent the following: I005-05 w 3 & m _o% Ho\m Nw\. w& Hmu Om , , ,_NNo\ ’

. ) L . . rr . v ¥ o £ 7 s

ME. POLLOCK REPLIES AND MEETS EVERY o L .
ASSERTION MADE BY MR. PLEYDELL 1906-07| 194 $6000 1906 » v - o g7iAl . .
T The Bditor of The Times-Democrat, New : Irreregee =

Orleans, La. o . 1997-08 H.wo\m 47000 1907 - v o 69% - . .

Dear Siri—My attention has been called to n - ..um.m%m.@ ;
communicaton published in your paper under date . 9 ' Y . " " 1 " o . o .
of Lecomber 8, signed by A, (. Pleydell of New hmwom 05 .mfowk Zof 1% wmem . mmkw , . m
York, whe 18 secretary of the New Vork Tax Re- . o -
form Associsfion, but who has congistently and 1909 5 .hf.m\ \u %%OCQ wmwﬁmw - “ i " mON * “ :
continueously opposed the reform in tax assess- - .

raethods which hag been brought about | [Q10-11 1 3.1% 2of 1% 1910 " oo w | BEY s " g
througl the instellation of the Somers Sysiem -
of Really Valuation in a number of American | {911 ]2 mwrwx mm..wOO b4 1911 " “ou e (BOY% v y "
cities, The clipping containing this communica- .
tlon has only reached me to-day, and it is so com- - 9 . v
pletely unfair that I feal it a duty to reply there- wam ” oo " mo& ’ ' ’
to, notwithstanding the fact it was published near-

iy & month ago.

“Tovr years ago Mr. Pleydell recommendad Mr,
Bomers to the Board of Real Property Assessors
of the City of Columbus, Ohlo, as ‘perhaps the
Desl man you could have, in reply to an inguiry
‘wg to & compstent person to install thiz (the
Unity Bywtem of Assessment. A& short time afier

A plus kmﬁa@iﬁn@ can be added 1n each czse excepling two or three rnstorces
where there 15 g Slght rrermus .

The last three fgures in the veluatrons were omiited 1 \M.%Qﬁxﬁ the percentide.
Dollgrs Fre indicsted where pereentade s very Sight ,

TABLE PREPARED BY EDWIN THATOHER CLARK, MELROSE, MASS.



UFISAS W ED J—e1TsInbed 18ay B3 8199

: @Bdosd uDyIIm B IR OWE] 80w
10 JHBUISEDEE Mc:pom Y1 Nl PBIEST Uesq ¥WY puy
soqpdury sy 2? PBUY (W o weysds v sl gy uon
SUJ0E D08 JOI SIERG 901 [RINIn] 10 JUeIsiassy (o
sapgoad aq _3 ¥ E:,o:.uw,a BALOS TTIM U1 Y
.uﬁ.:“.mé 08 #5f 7 10wy uy sssodind
TR U9
(R3] o sl arswo

1By 01 &0 880y 0UAa 910 90y
HAYEAR I
it EEET
mha ur 40 Jruesecvn alv sFupg 0T,
BUG BPLA B OIS §T wonBude orwunnd
PEASPUL UCLIEDNRe 10§ piayg ol wEurwon

JiRTY JO SUI0S 0] RJ0SE8SRT w%?.xc ME FR—
0] IS0 AUR 10 9800} 01 WRU) UInisd
AU} SI9I0W0ad 3T 10 #1104 8Ul ) 2% £ %fi
2 ALITEOD »:Z ARAD dpams 01 wnded wui 10y
HISEaRsR de Aoy uonwge ey EEB,

3 erwiﬁ PUw 1uXaul 41of 81 18Y) ‘9l egwiusadad
JO BI08 BWOE 10 ssuedord aplsur wel U pan
ABA WD DA S10] ISWIO) S ULIYR[SL TR 1V( M
IWNE UWIRLIBDEE O} epwin G eamy sydwmanw

AHD ZIHODBL ToBg 88

1oy LOJEMIRTBIL O SDUBIFIND BYY S, ﬁ.
HI0] pgpoads 10 aon

BB{BA AR Jhg Bupglaue aw 1dwmare on 1364

S84 BLAN E901E DSN SUY JO wwIIE jesm af
WEHINDHY ZDAITMONY ONY WILeAS

45:..5\:5;
81 8IWEG 1ROl 4310 Jo FUS988YY o) R JB) o8 ‘A0
“lond w8988y 07 wow,, 10 1sslgng oy 01 onpwA V1Y
4O UOLRALIIUOD B epvw suyg Uaded  seimen uwW
Aurgepgnd Ul UOSATIGON X8I GISU0DSIA 3T,
L FI0] IDUWLOD PUB Dplsul
b 8N4} 8y sgedd¥e 01 alnd Auw
argiEsod Jp 8YUE 0] SHOINDUOS AuBm 00) i
DHOBIE o0 O] JOUI0D BSDUIRq ‘sygnbopru m\w
PIRGA. SDUSTYPUY JBLI0D 0] BOULIO) 0 aihl Poysy
UEISE AU, TRy Judes g CEeniEA I8UI0D BATIN[OI
kUi ntate] MEZRE\?@ J0 aungmssod o) Ausp ous
usw 9] dypvieqir 08 sjonb o] AT8HI] 84 10U pINOM
ay ?ﬁoa? I0TPRFRdwon  IBUIOr  BIDUIOE 9U) O
APy (ual PR PRI oY g1 AjnNTBie puv worssno
B ] ::K ¥ oo Lquios uE(d SISWOS By pelusep
ABY WBU oy LWpRlIs])  CEe[q¥l I9UL0D BISWIGE
9y sas o3 Ayunioddd pey savy owry Aum
MR 8k cued saswog oy Apms o) Arungrosddo
SIGIUE DY $8Y §81A00) IR DUR sanmil o %marﬁ:
pedieiixe  Spnand uees  swy  2wonss  uonsnd
“UD0 JBNI00 SITF cedodand vy aoj SSeZuiuated,,

UasNYRG s

B8N J0U 820D SISWOR "IN 0SNBOBY “JULTSIUBHUS
Jawion Juimoys Joy pesn |, sefwiuoadsd,, a1y usos
APABU BBY HAIMOD U BSIR00 [0 CeIRmLI] 81y

T8 POALIT SIDTHOE Y M0 JO uonwueidxs uw a0
Sty J8wing QHT WIGHM 8180hE (o8 107 10801
sotBye o1y I0] | sedwuscdad,, sIsWOR oYy poysy
-G TeRw I8adl AW AU 18l SAUY 89[M00) I
wEwyusnaed qdep B uva Sdom
FWHIDWOs g 1SBT HIBYL  CAR{BA 10T 10 uorRspu
W8 Q00 TRII0 AX8A 8] ] TANIBA J89438 JO UD[FUNIDUL
B 84 I8N 3 aprga w:a LCRTQISED00Y 198418 20 JO
SR[EA PUT ST $JULRRdad ATYROL L PRI AN CANTIQIRESH0R
10BALE J0 JUSWSE S]FUIR ¥ 9 YOTYM §10] 2INsUOW
a3 &000 paEn 4 URe sfwiussiod yudsp v _._EF, Jo
HUOWRE BU0 WUY aI0M HAVTY A0 AUR I 510] #13
e Jo L3100em afan] ¥ IUCUWSSOSSE a1qelinbs v
Lap quied Funaegs aygy U0 18 PoAll® SRU I0EI0S
S 91 1B0Y 81 108 2 ‘sFwiuscisd yidap v anoqe
pies ussd sug e Layw ing  eSwmussssd gudop v
i) :? SPIsU} Fupinsesw Jo adwnxks S} wey
FNeE 20)] Upaty wiiy oald sdvsmie jo0u Op BIO1
O (T NG CSISUION U s peIRUISLIG anpea
Jo o @aand qusdasgip ¥ 8ulsn jo wepl Uy mdep
F0 129l (R asdy 2l o) peuliviisd dewep 1831 00T 191
UPEIes & 10 9n(8s 8 JO SPII-0a1 1901 paposp

AOL MeN 40 URMEOR 93pnp pnsae; mBinopued
wowr odw srwed ¢ 1vy) Jde0xs SSINL peiiwE-0s
DELUL JO (18 peswpaiuw safviuventad qydep slswiog

ane

aryy, CseawIuzasad Mdep 49110 S WL A[RLI9IRN
AdBA QO BROR seiusorad §31 JO TCOnNQLIISp el
pul Masp 1901 007 E€] JIUN PIRHISE-ARRDUPT 9L
fnmc B
18 OenR{BA eyl JO 1090 aud ZRT seald oFviusoind
3ap & wEQU ﬂ:: BIUM 'HUYMA JIUL 9YY J0F Jues

£

REL SHALHE 1} 0I0Ua 1981 007 Jo pdop v puodag
pOnULILY  Usdy Em suY 9{A HIBA-UBHOH

uwaoTy se avp o cepqidnfeu st edwmuaotsd yadsp
FWWOE 87} PUB B0 [[IBALTVIEIIOL, 991 U89M19¢
UOIMLIRS 8] edseilp 8TUI JO ApIsIngG jusd
aad Wolsal SIOTHOE 90 &Iy oo
10U FOBNIBa B TO 0 BRANYI-OMT SSald B

adep g ee) 0% 49 I BUIeq DUSISYY juuliodull
SIL EEIRAE BISUION 81} UBYL 00N 211 0 IRy
JUOLf BY] O] enwa I9MO] ¥ FAATE S0 (19N
SO BT Fupnmo ‘egduandsd yudep
SIBUI0E B Uila (Eonuepp Anuwonozad s 1 @]

afnd WO peNuNuon)

HEEEREY 0L MOH, NO H3dvd SETMOD YN

SMAIN WALSAS SLAWNOS THI

SAppusids no pamdIoM FRM 3L puE moEdg S5
SLHOY B 0} 2:5? FEAL PO PALINED W818AR B L,
JHoavw
01 erqssod  {juwonyg 8t o3 Ew ﬁaﬁisz o8 8]
TDUEEE8sT a1, 1By FUNSW oY) Jo)iv pPBeiBvipep
EIURMUEEDHER gnoaaud 03 poyoafao sEY Ooya Weas
SlEY PRUBUUNE CHUSeuL HA0] YUl Ul Sl088088W
31 Jo rodas aql 01 pRIafIe GOIDRlYo OU UaBn SRy
ALBUL 1BYL 8424 IN0L UL Sy I85Y 8yl 81 $14.0L,
Pie] 1L AUR O SIHapIsal oyl 1R o) Aloyou)
sORE puy 81quimbs ‘orejduiod oW Byl 8L JUSW
SSHBENE MO S CEOINUI CF N UO|NSSE D SBM
FUODOU ], POISJio gua HS,E; sty 0] uonosl
03 ON CFIST JOY STRMEAL JO JHSIUESRESY B 0] &8
SLOREDHER 911 10 podar @y popdope JEnoWnBER
8 M: 188 UBDPIY 1B Ju[leat umoel auinderx oug,,
EEINUI ¢ UL FUiesl umol iq poydop® jueiu
SBEBEER ABU——UIPIY IDA0 $19A0Y 20vad 10 8A0(T,,
toeoasnfny jo ‘ersaued ‘uoj
HUHIA L0 Futiean Lesag eqy wody ydeafuiud
BIIT UBMY HU{Y SI0W 9 Plaocd TOEIDU0D. ON
EADLA SIIIOUOSD Panunouold OU $aRy oMl puw

GSHBINOE B 81810 ‘sIexel 9(FWIE AJ¥ ano] pleog
Y1 JO  CHORERBA L1198y 10 wWajsig Nun sI9

A0 91} Jo sanmiuessadss ‘welmareyn ‘Sunesayg m
AREM PR Lurdiio]) 90URINSUT 937 (BN UURJ
AU A PRIDOUN0D AUBIe1088 TM0IpINug A Mwel
L01enudord (9101 B ULy femydiepriiug
0 TOMWID0ERY Sqivgd 2114nd Y1 Yty DIISsUlos
ABNI0M (U108 880y ] CAA fRmdepeinyg jo oy
o8 4110 jumsisse Lemion® YUINGrY (0 SeUrREe
TUNDLIDWY GLION BIGA(RPRIIUL 911 U314 I03DS “19)
104 U8 CH IPROINYY BIuBAlASUS SUY M Jeeuid
SURJEALD [RABIRL YV OV JO DIISISHOD 3 JHIImusos
SEEOFIAT S 0 CH[OJUapIV oY) Aq pausta Apog
SATEIUSSHIE0) ¥ sua HUISSOSEE JO pOUISiu dIspou
{1 peldopr” UM SIOSS9SEY  JO DIROT aY,L,
LA B¥vg Woll psnunuol

WHOEY Al WILSAT SHINWOS

HDOTIO M HELTIVM.

Lsarnd quee 1ad siyjpeap
SUAN-OE0 JN0-L£3007 pUR BUTU-L)0UR, ATUO  pUnoj
aq Eny 31 N0 ueas ‘syuswssessw up Aunba
U8{BIS9 0f LI04e L1848 SWEIaM PINOYR “rmans
a4 'RISYIBW TONRXE} O JOouwnlofal snal LUv,,

“&yrenbs qnoge
AuLig 01 B{qL URDY FUL ‘WeRLG S1Y DOSIASD S1AWOY
SIEO[IUn Buo ou yng Amnbe Jo wepr ey; eymid
-WIDHOS BIUOWNsdssy 01 June[es savp IV uon
-BLDDRISTICD (H09de UaAlf o4 pInoUS—sIUGOWRLSEER
¥er ul Ajrpeube O3 pasoddo Afeex exv ogm A3
Aoy gp jubd sod 0M) UEY) SIOW PUY J0U Op 94 PUB
—HI8ZPpop-xu] jJo aFvjusdied BEWS ABA WY HUIY)
0T 0P BAA CWIDISAS 9] Jo uopmsnastp dignd [mg
AR13E ISIXE pInoys woliiwoddo yons I1 ‘BURIHESs0s
8% Jo A3renhs Jnogy Bunig 01 JuBa. AjELl ofa
A1 aned 3o siafudxer oyi Jo saysia Yl 0] UON
reoddo Ui $UwelI) A9N W WHISAR SIA0F S1[1 {[¥1s
SO 01 SUM{IM 8 00 DIROUS 9 WLy 0} L1010
-STIRETN PUNOF 8¢ PINOYS 41 1Byl jubmom LU 18
SOTASE 2U) oNUIIU0IsIp 01 I 81 9A¥Y pPinos
BIRIOYO JUBUISESHT INOK 1B woistaodd 91] 19pun
S PROA oRBUE DPINCYS sm wopIsodoxd JsAR1BUM
HUROLL MON T TSISAQ SI8WO0T HY) JO UOIIB{BISU]
all 1o) spewr worsodord ou uedq SBY suay A
RUDETT UYL 2IND 1AL 801AL9S UIS)84AR] SISWIOR 213
o juwewkorduwe 8Yy IPUL PUY {14 nod ‘Mou (guon
-Aodosd pay 9(qeunD? (01 948 SIUSTISSAEsE JIn0L
Tooonssnh s{ous 8Yr 01 UOIIRISPISTOD (GJAIRD
AT [ APUS0ad  pOssnosip 99 SBR  MOIRAG
SIBTHOE 971 BJOUM #B11I[0 BUBISIROT IBUIO JO puw
SUBALA( MIN IO BUusziin gwyy adoy Awlesuis 1,
HOO
g801) Ul sidumo fHaedord 9gy 03 puUR SIEPDQDL
JUATIESOSET XUl 2UF 01 AI0J0BISIIBS U8e{ BBY WH]
BAB SU3 J0U 10 ISYIS UM INO DUT DUB 0] patdiejed
SBIY DYDY JO (IR J0 £ue 1A hof ey 1883
-BnE PIuos 1 ‘esepsp s 3eyieir pojupad ano jo
fesngad ¢ goTia SIBIU0WITIES] BATIBILIOYINY PUR oY
-Ioaw; AUBUL 29U} [0 SESUIMIYInRI} DUB s$9uUpeiss
SISUISID 211 1Gnop nod 11 pereidmios noqe mou
817 uopjerelst) wasdg siemioq oIy oJeyM ‘ojels
U0 Fnod UL 'sepren) e¥erl o Jselnder v puss
FRIGOWS-80WL 9ulL Jviy] 1883808 prooa J joelqns
S1I13 U0 1gnop Auw 87 2097l I pareidur seq
B WoEAs 91y agega sorid 180 L1040 Ul uds0sd

HRI O3] 8T SUBDLIO son Ul Arowispvs sw daoad
PINOMA 100} SI[T JO 981 aYj 1B} 8.dNns W 1 'sanrva
PURE 03 R JIRNADLRD HHTL Sanswstn A8RInDog

01 BEM PIUOD BUBALL) MBN JU S[EIRC Sulssansy

X¥) BYY D4 1001 v 81 WwHsdg smLWoeg aulL.
Snun A19IRjOSgY Ul B8N 8}
J0 0 UIS)}SAS Y} IN0qR L SNCLRIsAWw,, 10 191098,

dupppdue 87 2481} 1ey) anq  fssjgyl syl Jo 8sn
adoaduwy oy JsumEe polosjoad Lpradodd ag weo
srigqnd 2yl [pun puw ‘poyeioecdde puu poojstepun
Afppa Blow swoveq soidpud slswog el JUIun
pousand o4 10U f1a pum ‘asnh [WaOuUsE o] pIusy
Sgnd 3on 8rw 49y CBSn €31 O SHNELI oY} puUR
WBAR ] JO ADNIE RUl Ul A19I8DiE poisada

81 oua vosied AUR jo UoTrBUbBOEXd oyl 01 Usdo
BB ER{QE] JRWIGD SWWOE 24y Cpeyleisur s 3
afafs airid f1eae np Apoagnd wepia L2104 B 0
SEM TUBBAE B3 JO BEN SATDND OU 69 UBd 9431
0Bl Uf  CPAUIBSUOD § s8niws puw] o) §w justmdpuf
Suesoadxe 10 suwonr 9y #v avg o8 ‘gosodand oS
-BHOREY 0] WOISAR BI8WOR 941 980 Und ERIDTOIG
payusyiand 248y 84 gDITA WIHIEAE RIBUWOR B 3O
SINIRIFI] ST PEOL {[I8 OuA JOBE988Y AUV AR
SO0 BUL o1 Eajlue B ojowl eyl Lc4ADBIDeRs,, 3 o8t
Wiy Ag magedl sisuwog 2y Jsuprsdu speiwr {suo
SIAMO0A BUIITEID SYL 0 900 JELG ORI eYY Ul Uaonr
81 WeIsAE €IWog syl sumde wpuwdvdoid {ep
~AUES 9T 30 ALLAR0Us 10 wowp puw Lupansdgs 89,
HIUR TS EaR
-58 xuy up sepmbsul pelSpaiaounds Apewod o3
Bawsododd sass 94 WD BDIALE SEIUIENG LIEW
-1pEEBY Arjoezasd m ooy jepied o uorpsodde sy
A0] BAIOW BYY 01 sr CAISIrEE 30U PINOD 1 ouniga
Asolne v possandxe  Jupesiy syl Jenr sleq
SIS AOIDTITDGD JO J8QUIRYD SUL,  Wey: HaEnends
JOJ SWRHTH B 9B WLalEAR SIBW0E Bl jo ANjgwiEsp
BYI L0 Bjustussessn BUneiXe o L0BIn00 9y} o) §%
1y ‘soruide AUnEWos 913 JO uOEEedRs engl
W90 PISY Sus BIRQHR ol sehplsny @noysm Jspun
‘BOABWWOR JO JBQIHEND Bl 0 uewr FJulpwey wip
A PALSDISUGD L0 BRM 9304 I 1o jinesd pedsy
-8 8y puR ‘ool ¥ §8 gloa syy pepiredor jueserd
AE0YI JO AJLOEHD 9928 WYL CSlusmndle 188y el
patusgerd enty Um0 su dopsenh eyl uo pelea

Bulesw s ‘E yaegsad suosied edgl 4o pITYPEGUO
UWBY] BIOUL O NOIEAE RIOWOR 9y Fupuessad

sl AR AL m AW pUYR [18pABd DBy UOIESND
SHIP 801 PANSY U0Ia AUNSsw ey B X0U joireyg
2 pejusgold Gaqureyd Syl 10 BISCYO oY) Furyns
S0 pnoia Casdedgasn (RO ¥ Jo deysiigud
B CROIPWIHOD JO JaqUByo (¥00p Ay 3o seuld
SENR B3 JASPUD SEA ;ﬁo.w MBN HISRUCA j0 LD
@YY Ul 03 90 1[epAong uolysa UOIRETIORID 8T

a RS
e SIBTHOE #Y] 88N J0U 0P Uowgs 430 Lue ug
SIUOTAHEARGE KB JO S3NEDE 20 J2A0 judwaaosdus
yEauB Azoa ¥ o8] A[UINiESD 91 ey pUB ‘gosisd sige
SHORBOL AU8 207 gEnone asoo 8] STl IBYI Hoigns
1 107 2UO0 AUE o anjra 94} Ul 3usossd sko o
QIPLIPUNE-8G UEI 8J0UI JO 20UdIayIh ¥ oYPI 10U
Apgeqoldd pruoas ne pasuiod oY YoIhs UOHVLITRA B
-1 B1 BISWOE (WAL ST lis 8(qwy s8ig saeduios
03 Apmngaodde ou evA BIEY: pUC—DLaTIdLID puv
pajuesald |1 Uoius S[QE) J8UI00 9yl pelond 411
~00 OFRing 1B (eDABrd I weapl  'ESIQWI 8[R JO
98N 91 Aq poonpoad suonwures oyl peduwyn Lw

SLBTEID PUB POYHW sl POsIsAll 8RY SIMWOE AW
1oyl sa0ad SYUTYD oy O{ys puw ‘se{iu puw se[dw

10 JSILIOO 8IW0E o3 uodn poged Qv BTG 8y
YoTgM SWRIERIY JO 19QURY ¥ JO S0RLIDJUOD KB O8]
Juyg egr o3 wonmusseld sy 01 sI9ed (jopdeid,,
and ag Sww g goTgs
o1 epn pesyowid Amw J07 qBnOUs 9WINNOR BT WSl
-BAR BIBTHOE @yl 31BM1 WIVD 0l I8 #uwses 3 'k
A0 30 WOTIBLIBA ¥ MOUS 0] $¥ 2014 ® YOUE Tl Puw|
73 JO anfea oy opnGLIIEIp 08 01 pur ‘sedwys puw
$0718 BUBIIRA O $10] YA 'YOOUIQ 430 ¥ Ul PUsl o
YIIGA HOG'000°8E Taa0 FUIUIBIUOS H00iq ¢ ayndmon

01 eiqssod 8] 3 udha ang  welded A@pnjosuw
071 JeUY O WIBD O 0U Op 8s 0] TARLS jo Rl
g odn gos svy eudpupd [eogBmisyrerw ae 24l
~UBI0e EQE.EPE: UR BT WeisdE Siowiog vyl jo
SRS 9l Quigliosep Ut [jopdsid  cpesn uasg

SUT[ 31 DG9& AMHRWHOY L1840 1) sipuso fasdoad
10 Ajpaclenr 1uargd aul Ag peaocidde uesi sey 9n 811
163 308 oYY Ul 80 Wo1siS SIOWUE oYy jo S0¥
[REIE T E.S:Sm&:m Bl 30 100ad 8yl UOBROSEY
Cﬁ. WUOTIBN @YUl Jo HWgewws O{BHUE 8Yl 1® {[8D
~A0id g0 wﬁﬂ,xx.ﬁv syl o1 Ander ur parRis | o%w 3ng
EEAR B U SUDIDBLedill SII0R I8A0LSIp &8
SJONOP [N W9)8AE SI9THOE YT JO S1ARUR [BOITLD

dedsl wonoveid o) Jwen o 81 onpoad 831 1eyl
wiem w3 Uup opnd SEWRI uIenuod suy) puw ‘eand

SUIPSIPUN-9HO INOF-L1005 puy suin-A10n(u 81 10npoad

F1¥YY SOS[IeAP® RIUs. wieoucd deod usouy
(oM B SL BB  BASIUDE WIOP[@ES pUB I0] Hodd
e em Uyotus uwonmsned SR 4EY} HOowWT @&
punoj 8q Awwr weisds eyl eyl eniy st 1 Cpssn

.Z.E,mmmﬁ sgodand gegy 10] Y08
puUR ‘81miss [Bal JO UOLIERIEA
sgwnnbs Wy 94q 0] ST Wl
yoysgajosd pUR IPUR) AI9AD Ul
ALAL}OE I8Y10 Alsae UI BER
FIRIES (AL JO uOnBuyes
a1 103 BN IO pavpunls v passessod Jessu savy
FIORFAHER DEN IDI) 0] SIUVIIAY SPEW PUY porusa
SUp SEM WEISAE SISWOS 8yl mikn ‘seopnousd Buy
SIS TAPUN W] SUOTIEn[EA x¥] Xy 01 leamod s
WA AR 4G PRIROA 9IR SI08698SE 9], CHOTUTH
AUR Ul 20 BUIL AUR P SIOERISER 91 jo mInmOd
aul Jeao 9wyl a0 dinsn 01 poeyduielie J8ABI
SAVY @& PUE 30U OD SA seAlIMuesazdss mad
-5Ag wIeWOg 93 A epwm Usag ISAR BRY IXIRLY
I8¢ oW 1B BT 10WE U L POUISRUOT Asw BTN
ayl 88 awi 0% 1swEa] 1w [RIOBHEHSRY B 4q U0
9 031 BT 1Y) 1My ang ‘uopEniga sy edeid qou
op A9l vyl Aumdiron s 49 pewmipme a0u §1 3,

Hesq ¥y 3l
s31 usaocxd  sey 93
[} 10 piBpuwl

-gdE srowoeg WU
pue “quewilasod Jo
Ul 802 SPIBPURIS {Ong

04



An Address before the National Tax Association at Buffalo,

N Y., October 23, 1813,

By WALTER W. POLLOCK, Cleveland, Ohio
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:ct: “ The Somers System — Can a Private Appraisal Company Appropriately Be Employed

to Assist Public Assessors?”
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THE SOMERS SYSTEM NEWS.

This property of the Peansylvania Railroad is surrounded by real estate
of both high and low wvalues. At the esstern end of the right-of-way ls the
berminal—RBroad Street Siation—in the heart of the eity. It is surrcunded
by high-priced real sstate used by banks, office buildings snd retail business.
The most valusble part of the frontage iy on Market Street, directly opposite
the eatrance fo the siation. It is thers that a Somers unit-foof hag been
valued at $10,000, The sscond most valuable frontage owned by the ratiroad
ty that ou Broud Birest [West Ienno Bguare), where the unit value has been
appraised at $8000. Filbert Street to the north i somewhaf less valuable,
as indicated by the uait value of 36,500,

Bounth of Market Street, Fifteenth Street is the most valuable north and
goulh street in the olty exeept Broad. Its value between Market and Filbert
Btreets bas besn placed at $4,000 o unit foot, which is somewhat higher than
values in the ssme theroughfare norih of Filbert. Although this block is not
tize largest of the several comprising the property of the railvoad, It is the
wost advantageonsly situsted and mest valuable )

West of Fiftecnth Street there is o complete chiange in the character of
the psefulness of land sites, and valves decresse rapidiy. Immediately west
the wnit value on Market Strest is $5,600, gradually lessening uatil it
reaches $2,600 near Sixtesnth Street. From thers it sbades down gradually
on the north side of thoe street to $550 ab the Schuylkill Biver.

The decrease in values on Filbert Birset is even more marked. I'vom a
desirable retail and transient hotel location, now somewhat impaired by the
Leginning of a pavkwsy, it rapidly bscomes n second-rate business and lodg-
ing bouse digtriet, The ratlroad has acquired many of the properties in this
sostion of Filbert Street and the cross streets, Values have been stationary
for several years, and some owners have been glad to disposs of thelr holdings
at low prices.

West of Fifteenth Street the values of the eross slreels are invariably
inse thaa the value of Market Sireet, snd wors than that of Filbort Street atf
the points of intersection. There is nobt a constant ratio, but it approximates
one-third to one-half,

The values of Lrontages on the Schuylkill River and the Baltimore & Ohio
Hailrond north of Market Street are somewhat wneertain, There is little active
demand at either pelnt, but with ope exeeption sueh land ag iy not used by
various railreads i cceupled by faelories and warehouses. Almost all such
land has seme additional mesns of sccess of greater value than sither the
Baltimore & Olio Radlroad or the Sehuylkill River. Consideration of all awvail-
able faets regarding such property has led to the valuation of units of $100
on both River and Railroad,

o

THE S0MERS SYSTEM OF APPRAISAL BRIEFLY EXPLAINED.

Fa making this appraisal the Bomeirs Unit System of Realty Valuation
wnd uvsed.  This system Is partly ths diseovery—partly invention—of Mr.
W. A, Bomers of New York Qity. It is based upon the ackuowledged prin-
ciplos of land veluntion, as developed by Mr. Somers by many years of in-
veatigation, and iz mathematiceal in its operatidn. DBriefly it may be deseribed
az baged upon the following theories:

There is a mathematical relation bebweon the values of all city sites sub-
joot to the spme inflnences of street accessibility or usefulmess. In ths valua-
tion of land this faet is of basie lmportanes, establishing as it does a law of
appraisal.  To illustrate in simplest form, if at a certain loecation one foot
Lfront of a given depth is worth $1,000, twenty feet will be worth $20,000, and
phivpy-sin faet, £36,000. The relation Is clearly mathematieal, and iz acknowl
edred in valuations of sites having simple problsms. for consideration,

There is av equally definite relation between the values of sites of in-
terior different depths, For example, the value of a fromt foot 100 feet desp
heing known, all real estate experts agree that the front fifty feet is worth
between btwo-thivds and threefourths of the totsl value, The most careful
wrvestigation as to the relative values of sites of different depths ever con-
dueted was made by Mr. Homers. The results of this investigation have been
summarized in the form of a table showing the relation in percentages be-
tween & sife 100 feet deep, and every receding foob from oma to 700, This
falie may be sald to be a practical statement of the law of the constant effect

t depth upon site values

The mathematieal relation betwseen ithe values of lots having a single
strect accessibility—these not affected by corner influsnees—is acknowledged
by every real estate broker, expoert, assessor, buyer and seller of rsulty. Be-
sauye of losg general knowledge and understanding of the subjeet, there is
agreement as to the definite mathematical relation betwesn the values of
lots at and nesr corners, as compared with the interior froutage sites on the
ects forming a cormer, although the velation is just as mathematieally
exact, This relation may be stated ia this form: The value of every lot at
and near a corner 18 dirveetly due to and proportionate to the values off the
intersecting strests. Opinion ss to0 the usefuluess of the strests being in
fruth the basis of sl judgments of site values, the Somers computation system
s been designsd to securs the most intelligent expression as to the value of
street usefulness in the form of appraisal of the value of & Somers wait-foot
(at polats away from corner influenes) and $o compute mathematically the
novmal relation thereto of lots enhanced by nearness to and location af cor-
ners,  If for any reason an sbuormal condition affeets corner values favor-

Cench foot of land is enhanced.

93

ably or unfavorably, addition or
separate factor.

The Bomers Hystem provides for
of land at and near corners.

deduction therefor muy be made as for a
the mathematical calealation of wvalues
At the cormer to be computsed is deavn a dia-
gram 100 feet square, and this lot is divided into 100 squares, ten feet square
euch, The Somers cgrner tables give the value of vaeh of these squares for

o
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Diagram showing distribution of corner influence by 10-foot squarss by the
Somers Bystetn.
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every eouceivable combination of values coming fogether at the coruer. The
values given in these tables are comparable lu n sense to o table of logarithms,
or an interest table. These tables express values in dollars, and they are al-
ways the estimate cowmpiled by Mr. Bomers of the mathematical effect of the
appraised unit values of the two streets upon each ten-foobsquatre plot, no
matter where in the 100-foot square it may be losated. The ton-foot-square
plot at the corner of two intersecting streets is the most valuable, the values
of the other squares receding in curves in every direcilon from $hif corner
square. These curves ave commensurate with the mathematical effect of one
unit value upon the other. The actual lots to be computed sre didgrammaed
ppon the 100-foot square at the corner, and the total valne of saeh aguare and
part of a sguare imside the lot lines is ascertained by addition, thus pro-
dueing the value of each lot, and apportioning to each lot within the corner
influence its share of the snhamesment 'of value by reagon of the street inter
gection, It does mot matter, therefore, in what way the land at the corner iz
dividad as to lots, as there will be actual computation in dollar wvalue for
every part of i, instead of the addition of an arbitrarvily selected porcontags
ag sompared with the value of interior lots on elther of the interseeting
gtreets, When the enbancement of value does uot reseh 100 feet In eifher di-
rection from the corner, thess corner lot tables measure 1t only as far ay it
goes. When the sphancement of value extends bevond 100 feef, there is an-
other set of tables, ¢alled “‘overlap tables,”’ which not only compute the fact,
buf alse the exact place whers the enhansement extends, and the smount that
In other words, wholever the corner sifect,
the Somers Hystem works out that effest into dellars.

By mechanical deviess {hese same corner lot tables and overlap tables
may be applied to lots at acute and obluse angle corners. By means of ‘¥ zons
tables,”” irregularly shaped lots are valued upon the hasis of the judgment
of the value of the unmit. By this same sel of tables in aseertained the exuct
axtent of the influence of & streel, so that when a lot extends through from
one street to snother, it iz possible to discover exacily the polnt whers the
influences of two streets oo the opposife side of a bloek meel st & common
valug,

Alley affect is generally tremted as follows: The land value of the alley
is computed, based upon the unil values controlling it, and that land value

pro-rated against every foof of land abutting uposn the alley

There are five processes in valuing sites by the Somers Sysbem:

Firgt—The use of the depth curve, or percentage of depth table, showing
the value of iutericr lots withont alleys, as compared with the value of the
nnit.

#Heoond—The corner lob tables, by wlieh the snhanced value at or pear
soriters is mathematieally and equitably distributed.

Third—-the gone tables, by which the value of irregular shapes is asecer-
tainad, .

Tourth—The overlap tables, by which the cffect of afreels whose influ-
ences ran in opposite divectivns is exnetly ascertained, thus meking it possible
to apply unit values to lots rnuning from street bo street, and alse to asceriain
obher valuable data for land valuation.

Fifth—Alley walvation, by which the effect of alleys ig equitably digtei
babed.
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Scientific Real Estate Assessment Bill
Before Louisiana Legislative Councils

The Association of Commerce of New Urleans
tn an effort to bring about reform in Bengment
methods, prepared pill which this I8 writlen
passed the lower house of the legislature,
which is applicable fo all cities and towns of 1,000
population and over in the state of Louisiana,
pumbering 85, In the Senate there were amend
ments offered which cause the friends of the me
sure to defeat it, At a special legislative se

to bhe held in October this bill will be again of-
fered.
The bill reqiires the use of “Skeleton block

and traet maps” which are combparable Lo the
Somers Pnit Maps, and reguires that judgment

shall be exercised on ths unitfoot plan, i also
requires the use of “individual block and lot
waps,” showing block and lot dimension The

zﬁcmm oh.. lois
are to ba marked on the maps,
after they have Been relatively cowmputed. “Eo
centric valdes” i any are to be separately stated

This hill 18 the first measure to appear in any
legislature that gives recognition to the elemental
consideration of a proper analysis of stle values,
In some respects it lacks perfection of detail, bur
it permits the use of any unit syetem that will
accomplish analysis of the various eleinenis of
site wvalues. The bill is worthy of space in fhe
Somers Systern News, and is printed in full as

unit-foot values and the compuied
and improvements

follows:
Section 1. Be if enacted by the General Asg-
semhbly of the Htate of Louidiana, Thai, beginning

with the year 1816, the real estate in all munlcipal
gorporations of the Siate, Laving a population of
not legs than one thousand inhabiianis—as shown
by the census of the United States immeidiately
preceding the assessment—shall be ass
the manner hersipafter provided in this aet

First., The asgessing authorities shall 4z the
value of cach separate lot or other subdivision of
gzround belonging to any individual or individua

firm, coparinership, corporation or association.
This value shall be of the ground alous,
Second. The sald guthorities shall then fix the

salue of the buildings apd Lnprovemeits on such
ot or other subdivision of ground.

Section 2. Be it further enacied, efe, That
the municipal authorities of eaeh municipal cor-
poration coming within the deseription mentioned
in Bection 1 of this aci, shall have maps pre
pared covering the entire area of the territory

within its boundaries. These mapd shall be sub.
stantially as follows:
First. An individual block and loi map of cach

sguare, or triangle, or tract inte which the muniel
pality s divided.

Second, A skeleton block and {ract ma

Bach iandividual bloek and lot mayp shall show:
(a) the dimensions of the square or triangle, or
tract which it represents, on & scale of nob T
than thirty feet to the inch;
divisions thereof, as fixed by the ih
titles of the owners of each lod or subdivision,
the dimensions of each lot or other subdivision:
ang (¢) the general charagler of the improvemsy
then existing on each lot or subdivision,
indigated by a system of sigue, or colove,
wige, as may be found most practical.

The skeleton block and bract maps shall 3
only the blocks, triangles and ifracis of ,,i
tion of the municipality inte which i shs
divided for convenience in preparing mgﬁw
The maps shiall be drawn on a scals of
than 300 feet to the inch.

Secltion 3. Be it further enacied ete., Thal on

(L) the lots or sub-
n o existing
nnd

to be
ar othe~

edch lot or subdivigion of ground shown on the
block and lot maps so prepared each vear the

agsessing authorities, beginning with the north-
east corner lof and proceeding wesi, south, sast
and north, to the point of beginning, shall write:

Pirst, The value fxzed for the ground alon

Sepond,  The value fixed for and
fmprovements thereon.

Third, The sccentric valus,
after provided.

Fourth. The name of the owner or owners.

Section ¢ Be It further enacted, ete, That to
egtabiish the value of each ot or subdivision of
ground, the assessing authorities shall first estab-
Hsh a ‘“unit value” for each of the four street
fronts of each square. Said “unlt value” shall be
sglablished by taking in the center of each sguare
an  ares having s front of one foot and a
depth of one hundred feet, and determining its
value.

Having established thig “unit value,” the asgess-
w:r authorities shall write the same on the map in
the middie of the front of the square for which
it was estahlished at the polnt where it was taken.

The assessing authorities shall then determine
the Dperc .E.Em.@ of increase or decrease in valus, if
any, of sach front foot as the lots or subdivisions
E::.@wm: esuch corner.

They shall then fix the value of each lot or
gubdivision by multiptving the frontage by the unit
value per froul foot, due regard being had to the
pereentage of increase or decrease in value, if
duy, as fixed by the location of each lot or sub-
division in respeect to each corner.

Where a lot or subdivision is less than one
hundred feet in depth, & proper deduction, aecord-
::, to some rile established and made public,
vom the fixed value by the above unft rule shall

alowed,

Where a lot or subdivision is more than one
hundred feet in depth, a proper addition, accord-
ing to some rule established and made public, to
¢ value ax Bxed by the above unit rule shall
he made,

Wlhere a lot or subdivision is irregular in shape,
such frregularity shall be given, sccording to the
aete of each case, consideration in applying the
nnit rule of value,

Provided however, that the governing authorities

9 any municipality may adopt any other unit sys-
m for the valuation of real estate, which sub-
antially complies with the rules provided in this
aection, and where such unit system is already in
in any such munieipality, i£ may be continued
without reguiring such municipality to make the
expenditures necessary under this act to put the
system In operation herein provided for under
thiz act, except those nacessary for the publica.
i ELZ»E provided for,
3. Be it fturther snacted, ete., That
tracts of ground not subdivided, including agricul-
itural and suburban lands, shall also be valued
aeecording to spme unit to be established for all
srownd  similarly siteated, and the assessment
thereof shall, ag far as possibie, be in accordance
with the rules lald down for squares as provided
in Seetfon 4, and in sach case the value of the
esablished anil mwmust appear on the map in the
front Hoe of the property at the point where the
uail value g Axed.

Bection §.  Be it further enacted, ete. The as-
sessing authorities for each municipality comling
within this act shall sstablish rules by which to
value the buildings and Improvements therein, and
all buildings and improvements, omitting eccentric

the buildings

it any, harein-

a

ce

valites, must be vaiued according to the rules so

established.

Section 7, Be it further enacted, etc,, That when
it shall appear to the assessing authorities that the
rental valiue of the property, as a whole, warrants
an assessment greater than the one established
by the unit rule provided for in Sections 4 and
5, and the value of the buildings and improve-
menty as established in conformity with Section
6 of this aet, the assessing authorities shall add to
such valve g sum which will represent the excep-
m..a?.% revenue derlved from the property, and, in
: g a cage, the assessing authovities shall enter
bra valug on the map separately and dis-
E\zm\ from the value of the ground and the value
of the bulldings and improvements, under the head
gf “Hpcenirie Value”

The asgessing authorities shall keep a record
book in which all ‘Heeentric Values” shali be
recorded and the reasons for each such valuation.

Sgetion 8. 8e it-further enacted, ete., That each
year, 48 soon a8 the assessment is completed ou
the block and lot maps, the assessing authorities
shall prepare:

Pirgt. An officlal skelston map for sach sectlon
of the territory of the municipality, by writing on
each of the four sides of eaeh sguare shown there-
on, or on the front line of sach tract, as provided
for above, the “anit value” g above definsd, fxed
for such side of such sguare or {or auch fract,

Second.  An offtelal written record of the lacis
appearing onh each block aad ot asgessment map
—i, &, the unit value ol each gide theresf, the
name of the taxpaver, the number of the ol asses.
ged to him, the dimensions thereof, the value of
the ground, the value of buildings and lmprove
ments, and the eccentric value, 1 any., On this
reécord shall also be plzced the assessment for
personal properiy mad against the taxpayer
whose personal properiy is located or assessable

in such sguare or tract.  This record shall be ar
ranged geographically as far porsibi duie
regard being had to assessment digivicts, and to
sactional divisions coverad by ssctional skeleton
maps,

Hach year the municipal anthority
by sections the offteial s skelelon maps
and the written record so prepared,
them tor sale, singly or in se
shall De as near cost as po

Section ¥, Be it furiher
the preparafion ot satd m::..ﬁ
poration covered by this aet

@ ublish
pared,

That in
wunicipal gor-
shall bave the right

acted, elc,
any

to demand the production, befor re the person or
officer authorized ifo execute sald maps, of the
titles and maps and plans of the property in the

possession or ,.:.53. ﬁx» ,tz.o_ 2, the ,..:J,,E.w 8
be describad on
ment; and in &
Just eguse an the part of an
to produce such titles or maps or plang so called
for, such city shall have ihe right fto proceed by
stmmary tule in fhe District Court having juris-
diction over the locallty to compel such produc
tion: and in all cages where such a rule is made
absolute the defendant ghall be condemned Lo pay
all the costs of the proceeding; and the court sliall
& power to entor its judgment on such yule
by proceedings for contsmpt,

Section 10, ma it further
whenever, i assessing m N
maps, it shall appear that there is more fhan one
claimant to any property, each with a recorded
tifle thereto, the assessing authorities shall assess
the property in the name of the claimant in actual
possession, and [51¢] j in actual pos-
gassion, then in the uame the clalmant who
shall appear to them o have lhe best title; and
in ne cage shall fhey assess {he same property to
more than one claiman seb of clalmantg—pro-
vided, that no such decision of the asgessors ag o
whom in thelr opinlen the property shonld hbe
assessed, shall prejudice the rights of raal
owner of the property,

Section il. Be it furither snaected,
mediately upen the adoplion of thiz

perann or mcgogmow

anactad, , That
neeording o said

Mgt im-
and not

later than the firgt day of Bepiember weh vear
thereafter, the autho ol eacl H.:ﬁ.:r:wﬁ:w
coming within the provisions of this aei shall ap
propriate the necessary Tfunds for the preparation

of the maps, records and publicalions E,, seribed in
this act, and where necessary, the municipal au-
thorities are hereby authorized te bhorrow ihe
necessary funds with which to have ihe work
begin at once and compleied in tlme for the as-
gessment to be made i the vear 1918 E.:.w i make
the amount so horrowed pavable oot of the budget
for the year 1918, Where a loan ig needed and
effected for the purpose, (e municipal authorities
mway issue certificates for the loan, which certifi-
cates shall be pavable 1o the holder thersof and
ghail provide for interest alf a rafe nel exceeding
gix per cenfum per annum. Tn all other vears
after the year 1816, provigion shall be made in
the annual budget for ths cost of preparing the
maps and records and making the publications
herein provided for.
Section 12, Be it furl
cost of the maps, racore
guired to be made in eac
borne by the municipali

enacted, ete, That the
and publications re-
1omunicipality shall be
B oand State in

each instance in E,ov@i:& io the rale of taxation
levied for the beneflt of sach of these govern-
mental divigious on the property ﬁiarg to tax-
ation within sald m i %ﬁm? it is
hereby made the duty of ;:, wmmmh.ﬁ

and the vartous Pollce Jurd
timie to timwe the amounts v
municipalities the portions of 1 ﬁ:u cost of the maps,
records and publeations in this aet imposed upon
the State and the parishes respectively,

Section 13, Be i further c:pv:u:_ ete.. That all
property other than real esy shall continue to
be assessed in the mmanner provided by existing
law,

Yection 14, Be it furiber saached, wio.. That all
laws or paris of lawe in confiict with {his aet, be
and the #ame are hereby repealed

ﬁéwo?_ig A
:E,mm 10 pay the
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and streets, bul no 1ot lines
{0 show wellkndwn monnmaend
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It sometimes helps
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fn readily locating the

blocks, intersst ihe
entate men ax T d4id
fiftenn to bwentyv.five, who omy work were glad

We
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=

oy devole thelr thne withoul
met .f.vmn.w:.fw..a : omy office with plat of

Btarting with the _/xu
guestion for
wortly iv ihi

FHEIRNAL

Digtrict 1
.,‘::rm..m. in ithe
What iz
, what is
s dovatton
calue per foot

:_: :Z
nroperty
the land
worth?

of tt roniage of Efw o_ the Pfour sides of the
ook is determined ,:L_ : wraily
Tocated portion away infu-

and this valus
{1 Toot frontage y% ? a
on the plat. When the entire dist
and the w values mn::g.::mz or the foar 3
of aach bloek, & copy of this plal with unit va Emm
marked Hwﬁ.mo: iw prepared for the sugraver, who
wakes a doolumn zine stehing of the sama. This
g ogiven fu the newspapers, who were giad o
hiave b here ag oa news ltem. Platg are then
i,.:mmm for pubiic digtribution and public meetings
held fo further dizeuss and correct the nnits de-
farmined v: the assessor and his "advisory board’
of busiuess mel meetings continge wy
ai property owne satisfied, and then the cor-
recied plat is tu =t clerks to computs the
values aceording to the Bomers Sysfem. Here you
nead plats showing lot lnes and ownership lines,
2:,& %Egzo:w :Sz ,:E It rc 355 te :K value
i1 ﬁ.ézmﬂ.m
The piats

:.mm%,.,, as they
.mﬁ. z.zw .Hd_.ﬁ.mom of a: kel
shiould fm#i wmany ,A,ﬁz 3 i

& O aacount of

f changes of pwiership and
[ A M 3 z;fs computatlons were made
ra by local ¢l assistad by a few experis
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tho Qo J:ﬁ:m nd values and those figuring
,Emm.:sm :,mmm}
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Somers  Table cz .
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)

ative of

m ﬂ lavela

actory, ::.H, System was arbife :V. pidopled by
e 4% HARCEsD v, oand was not presented fto any

board, council or ether official hody for
.ﬁ;._m: the peopls learned whai it wo

adoption
1 had no

hes in faking the 1 f:»r\. m,m deciding
10 I took the EE {ion ;_ i up to the
iRk :, to déterming honid use
in tnEm & RSEe mgm.m:.. olong in

the Bomers ‘: } i%

deciding o usge
ratem 1 RKnow ol

the property,

and in i:,

permity

6 1o more ::S
wmhle record whi

sed f.. all when the gus
T4 M: E e Gf property is dnvelved,
gard ihe meéw spent Ly ug ¢
st of publie money that ha 1 made hars
many vears.  Trie, I owas the assessor and
would hardly want to admit that what T did was

siojust right, but E
whatl they will say,

a8k our pe
,oves, vou will dud a few who

Have WF : brought o tlme, and are now paving
sheir just share of the taxes r‘x. the Hrst time,
wh ﬁx ClUss e work ag well as the
Homers System. re are soma mistakes,
ook out for the the man who inakes
gy miistikes, There are M % gnough mistakes in

35:.32, one that the Sysien sefentifle, prac
tieal and aguitable
The whole :tw 18 stmply common senss S¥ee

rematically applisd, 10 is valuing loeation, and by
a wniform mathemsatical metbod computing the
vaiunes of the varlous zized and shdped parvcels
of iand & .w:z E?::E Alter 1 valus of the lo-

w 4 ﬁwﬁ on of mathe-
of one parcel of 48
and anofher 22 feef
"

m%.,zm ey
than sne
8 Somers
%@1 nin
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ELQWARD A, MAaLL, VICEPRESIDENT,
MOM  LOAM  AND
SPRINGFIELD, iLL.

BANGA-
TRUST COMPANY,

of this ity used the
cefion with his as-

resuiting assess.
1o hid.

Boine
gegprani
mend w

SJUMN 8 BOMNMEPE, MAYOR, OITY OF BPRING-
FIELD,

Tk

the work dones hers

gur {mpressed with

:: accurasy with which
mined,

oW ih the idesn of doing every-

particulariy the work of as

faxation purposes. T be-
here that this as
©1fing b

. v o Hles E.,
tofore, and L
A ograat

prop
badieve
.,ﬂ.,..tm:_._.,‘ for

; hepe.
the Bomers Bystem hag dong
e Clty of Spriugfield.

. TEOXELL AND S50NS,
SPRINGFIELD, tLL,
is a pleasure for ms o ooy
s request to ogive my
:.Ei,} of the mc:::é 3
1 here by him in 1931
¥ OOWHEPS We
hnown, and

R REAL BSTATE,

. Burke
of the sffect

of Tagsiion,

rud nutil fhe ve-
some ologe-in

and corner lots were found
rothgn formnerly, §othink the ma-
uaw.e;,n 11 estats iz considarable lower,

Phile
aome, 1 owas hap

stidied the System ag well

when I figured

;.L:N._:.:w iy it A fow
pleces e Hitla hig cher, while thae greater part
was o te sl lesg as s whole, and
beliave {0 ha 1:_ proper svsiem o befter sgual
ize valus trs, eto,, and that peopls here
eri;_:

we had in Mreo YVaneil
m:?: warker, one who did his
nons, and I think applied the

Wilich seen
¥y pregent kno

Al Lest Tor
wiedge, I en-

TRON FOUNDRRY, SPRING

3 valuing eatate for
soues, introduced horve ;

,m. ar, nag
siversal endorsemen The greal won-
mﬁzm_ i,,, ﬁ S;

gottan along for so

Z:L

der ia

Fu w

many vears without s Ahod of this charage-
ter for de i : i.m

You meg asgired at the Bomers Bystem’
is 4 honsehold Gxiuve, and will remaly g0 in this
community
B, R MIERONYMUS, PRESIDENT, THE JLL:

MO MATIONAL
rZEQW%
at is known as the Somers Bvatem of ssgeyss
Ty introduced and used in this
Hrke YVanoll durlng the spring
riging from that assessment
can say fhat It is giviog
»omy mind the most
this city.

BEANK, BPRIMNGFILED,

0 s

MARRY M, BNAPE, BECRETARY, BPRINGFIELD

SCOMMERCIAL AHBOCIATION, SPRING-
FIELD, LIRS,
If was the privilege o assist our Asg-
BOBEOT, ] in making the guad-

rénnial

The ueed throughout the

City making this agsessment,
e i:w ﬁ;u parcela of ground in

Hh @,x, the Homers Sys-

€ improvements Em LR
%ﬁf ﬁ: i in ke nianner

3 to say M..?,w.c it
siory of Springfisld
hing 1 8 svebemalle
for taxation purposes.
many tustavces of
ider-valuation.
s been reduced
taxpayers of
for the H5yg

and the
0 reduced
AL Eaﬁ_;

SYSTEM NEWS.

- as compared with omwﬁ, methods o

perty, There are of course cases of ofsr
ander-valuation, and mistakes have ovept in
and there, due mainly to the very short time
in which the work had {o be done. We are
familiar with the Sysiem now fhan al the
it was used and I balieve that
fn 1915 will almost, i not sutirely sliminals
srrorg of 1911

The Sysiem may not be quite
far ahead of the old method.

wWore
time
another assessment
the

perfect, bal its

PHITADELPIHIA,

williAM ¥, DEAKYMNE , REAL ESTATE
BROKER, PHILADELPRHIA, PA.

My firgt impression of the Somers Sysiem was
that It was an impractical scheme which would

never work in Philadeiphia. When 1 formed this
gpinlon, T knew very liitle about the Bystem, and
nad never had ite merits demonstrated.

Turing the many vears 1 have been sngaged
in the real estate business ag an active broker
1 bave hought and sold for my own account and
for clienis pany milllon dollars’ worth of real
sebnte, I alwavs performed this work in ths way
nsual with real estate brokers, that Is by consider-
ing the selilng prices, rentals, and such oiher in-
formation as coulg be obtalned concerning nrop-
ariios near the one in guestion, snd comparlng
sizes of lots, efc., and also king into considera-
tton what conld e done with the property in gues-
tion i improved.

1t never ocourred fo me thal any uvnlrorm and
standard role could be adopted for making sueb

comparisons. I realize from experience the
ditienlty of comparing lots of different sizes and
ditferent shapes, and bulldings of differsnl iype

of construction. 1f 1 had been asked if such a
ritle were possible T beliove that my answer would
have been in the negative,

It is, therefore, nol strange that I at first
garded the Somers System as a vislonary schems
which would not stand #n test. Bui, during the
several months when 1 acted as real estate ex-
pert for a Special Commirtes of the Clty Councils
of Philadelphia, I kept close watch upon the work
done in the application of the Bomers System by
the Manufacturers’ Appraisal Company, aud came
io the conciusion that the scheme which I had at
frst considered visionary was a most practieal
method of uniformly assessing property.

For many vears [ have advocated the assess
wient of city properiy al Hs market valus, a8 Em.ﬁ
Is the pnly way in whieh g fair and uniform basis
of fzxation may be obiained, @nd hecause an as
sesament at a fair value would enable ownars io
seclre money on morigage for improvements
when desired. In fact I know fhat the assessment
of fand at its falr market valus would iead to the
improvement of many valuable sites which are
now a disfigurement to our elty, owing to the un-
sightly shacks upon them., Buch conditions exist,
in many cases, begauge of assessments which are
gsometimes less than half the value of the land
lone,  There is no question In my mind that
the work done by the Manufachurers’ Appralsal
Company in Philadelphia Is of inestlinable value to
the city, as it has taught many thousands of citl
zens that equitable taxation can only be obiained
throuzh equitable assessments,

EAST ST. LOUIS, ILLINOIE
FRED W, KRAFT, CHAIRMAN TAX COMMIT.
TEE, COMMERGCIAL CLUB. EAST. 8T

LOUIS, ikl
1 have heen ssked to state my opinion of the
advantage the Somers Sysiem of Valuation has,
f ovaluation in
the assessment of real estate in ::g Ciiy of Bas
BL Liouis, wlhere the gf general assessment
has heen Em% under the Somars ﬁ‘nﬂ.ﬁz,
fn apswer T wish fo state that this System as
applied in our ity has resulted in .xum most
aquitabls real esfate assessment that has sver
heen made, and it ig my firm econvietion that it
will bring the same results in any other com-
munity if appiisd,

THOMAS L FEKETE, PRESIDENT REAL ES
TATE EXCHAMNGE, EASYT 87, LOUISE, IL

1 helieve that the adoption of fhe Somers Sye
tem for the valuation of :.awm_. vy for asgessment
a5 been

purposes in the city of East 81 Louls

of untold benefit to the papers of thiz conw
munity., If has been the means of giving us the
fairest and most equitable assessment for taxe

ever had in this eity,
maling this statement 1
good citize:

afion purposes that we hav
i oam

satigfled that in o
geutiment of sl
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