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At the Cross-Roads Tavers

By T. M. Bambler

% was Saturdsy evening, and a5 wag the usual
wes darge number of people

bad gathered at
the crossvoads tavern in exchange the news of the
3 and luve # aocial time,

i Wilson was o venisl landlord, and also fitled
the honorable position of tewnship s

sor, and as
it was about the Hme of the year when assessors

wenk around {0 find bow much taxabie properiy
people had, e ook sdvantave
make a program Tor the followi

L spoke

of the ocuasion to
woel

“8ep hern, Hi,
nug oult owr way alb
all, 'i“lw-”wl'm:fi;' Gown on the creek bas Josh sbowt
the same as they had year, and 1 vouck for
any of them not havieg sy mere than they Lind a
yenr agn. You can

o
oy

ap :n.;r.i seeid

don't sue any use of your comi

iust make wy valoation the
all aiound, and it will be al}




contains in a nutshell the
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The vemarks of Zeb ceused a general sarpnse

cepy one koow thatl
amons the crowd, as nearly every one Know thant
. . ) o PR
i SLPie O T AR TATH

%ol had made = lucky sivike on bis last ¥e

crop and had boughbt a ot of horses and catrle, be

: 3 - - et il A
sides repairving Lhe Bouse and harn and getbing a

: ¢ g een e P Lhe
new piang, together with a ot of farpiture for the
obos 5 honesty in

house.  Nobody could chulienge Yo
business  tronsactions, smd  as he was .
attendant af chureh, it went withoul sayi ‘
vab Smmith was one of the main vitizess of Ehie

a regular
o thst

township, )

Aftor considerable talking about the remarks of
web it remained for Sol Bpown o sel mabievs
straight,  Hel Browa was one %h{yse (;lif{:in‘ «w
geing sort of men who slways suid thet oz ~IHA,1,M;
success depends on his sbility o protect himgelt
feom the dishonest intentions of other p{w‘prlé-g and
at the same time bo lionest in dealing with i}?‘her
people.”

el Smith and Sol Brown were well haown i“sz
their love of arguments, and as Sol saw o .?‘za,a-'{;z':'a,?.y.!.a'
opportunity, Be lost no time o iakisg za!v‘z'uai;ﬁga.z ,“E
i, The crowd saw that there was iim;mi L:‘) be a
Alzeussion and boegan to getber near ii%i)l:ﬁ}}iﬁ&xi{:i;é’i 1?>
hear the peoy apd cons of Hhe proposition wineh

AT OTHE CROREROADE TA VERH, 143

bad made 46 the assessor 7

» filled bis

cornech pipe, while ol made a hall moon in a

pieee of naturat leaf, spd the debate was opened.
chee here, Fel,” said Bol, 0l am surprised @

hear you make such o remark as yvon jnst made to

Hi, and don't belleve yon would have made 3 ab
adlBF you bad just stopped to think a litile,  The
iden of your valuation not being any greater han it
was last year, when everybody here koows that you
have bought a lot of live stock and vebnils FOUr
house and barn, and thes bought s bran uew plang
and a lot of furniture for the house. It sesms to
s ihat you have wasted your words, as we 2li know

Wilson is nob the kind of an assessor that takes
averybbing for granted, uniil he bag s chance to sce
nod hear what people have gob, and even then 8 s
ain ukber popossibiiity to do exast justice to avery
perset, and vour remarks are prool thai it is sob a
dishonest web to misrepresent Tacts 1o the BBELEROY
that is, I mean in your estimation,”

fpee bere, Sol Brown,” said Zeb, T don't want
sy man 0 tell me DPmo dishonest. [ have lived
bere too long and am to0 well kaown to aliow any

sach  remarks 28 vou bave made 1o pass any

Tariher,”




nulsliell the

Tt contains in

, and plain.

i

Tec

A)

1y simp

Tt 15 ve

b Weay ?

s, Bold an nominute, Zeb sald Bol, vyon

siways sllow vou temper 10 von away with yous
sudgment, snd i you will just cool down o litthe '

pxplain what | mean by those remarks.  Now, sup-

pose that Hi would have heen Bke soing ass

vhody as yeu sug-

we have had, sod done by eve
gested to bim to do by you.  Dom't
the dishonesty of the proposition oo
are some people here who have move taxable prog-
- There are

vou sae where

pes in ¥ There

erty this year than they had last yess
zome poople here who bave less tas

Now, the dishonest part

abile properiy

than they had last vear

of the proposition s this:  Dodging the tax w
sor hag hecome » profession that has s large meor
bership, and makes many converts of people who

are honest in all their dealings except those with
the government,”

A general approval of the remarks of Sol was
shown by the crowd; bat Zeb was 1
wdby qoestion which was always nsed when

with his

greal
L gotb in 2 covner
seWhat is your remedy ¢ said Yeb, © Von always

tell abont conditions, and bow things cught to be,
hwit when it comes to s show down, 16 s ithe same

old story.  Yon never yeb have given any definite

(ERECTIT

out ey dishor

voir do

as welt drop i

whers sy nobiing wore

For Bmred v dad- P
# hast plav in o debaie, and
wall out and lesve the orowd -

. ET IO . . v
oo Wilson spolke and said

the assessor, von
will eull aud sec von PETECGL-

it

Lot

» and theve will go wse of biding anyihi

N -
b owill gt yew on vour oath. 1 wil]

ik bamalie

have no fave

tes and b owill heep my books epen

G the public for ins i Ehat everyhody wili

Bave noelar

s bimself as to whether T

Ay W A G - - i H
svi owortiy of 60 A 1 have boeen

A ehorus of Vo That's vight, W < You've the

setnng §o

Hol Brown walked ove

L0

el wrd shouted,

wb e did pob atend to fm.

et that in g veneral wav it was

ant cilers




Tt contains.ina nutshell the
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ﬁirect

BIPTe,

‘ '"_"“It‘ 15 VELY

maks the o

that prompiod

made,

eh an fod

aation beouns

Oientimen, w

gov 14 shruck
put the intention
sonld b pompelted

% aﬂ*”n of neopla,
toarill ara

first .‘}i.iif i:w‘;w;érul ‘E

prosent system of taxadion,

that pet ;s!ﬁ swhi

% do pob mean Lo osrd :
@ nre dishenest o thely othor da il“{ Lrans-

their {ux
actions, ik §owill say thnt thove oug

f

tion that will noi tax people acc
btk aceording to bhe beaofits » iw'i:

tom of tux

o thelr hones

thev reoeive from oF
GSome of the most dis
o

she rosnli ﬁ'fi anp laws !'h»-:'! !H.fi}é.‘r_s’i,- FHEEEGE
but %.hm’i'z ATE Ay W

foar and respect the 1
ey fenr nor respacl for fhe law, and an

3

ikaye

inspection of Lé_w tax hooks

ot “'E’ i WO v

flie Bangd Dy dnhor,

s g tey !

s bave justios in oer ‘~\\i

may call iU what you pl

- i IEIR TS Wi\ Ensw

s, Bal thoie

sway N e e 3g
away from the pronosition that it we are o have a

&3

Lrevenus boopay Lhe ex.




Grions be

#oTew meelings

aglon of the question of

The <
Witsan’s tavern on Hakord

e
i

bl when on

tking up of the comma

shs
Eii(}ls! R tl!s’f i 1:%'i_!¥.i€'.>éi_§_!é‘.€i=’i

bt ¢ Thon shall not Mm\i.

anid proached
oriion thul = the

in owhich he mada the s

grontest thipves worn %jgé_;r;é‘—. wim tnok advanis

1 : ey, TR T I S
the law and robbed soeiely)’” the me vn!m;n ol the

reoation were st e b with astonishment

Woar the aloss of

serEnon e ministar

w:‘ihz 1<si any of C b

Mo, Wilson, the proprieior of

vifey

anen o bl

i
i
!

are the yvesult of
with the troth of 1t
w3 L feod

Y deterrnine humble efforts in aiding

HwyH, :m{j bhe

gablon was anasually far

Anil among

con nearly all the prople who
I Wilsow's remarks st the tavero

Aw the olose of the

sopviaes the

that was handed
i

awoand all others who arve fnler

‘s';!h“&w:'%t = Hhere will e oa mes

&3

Wilsop’s tavern next Haturday
o atbend.

wlon &

This aunoun

b

and Bolomon Brown, ATy reading the annonnos.

nt H!{_‘ minister words s <1 will bo

vorn Bhern




s ovaln.

Brown called the meeting to

of the guihs

obije
man of the m
e, Wilson spoke as

s Bediow Citizens:

days bave beon of soch o characieor as

o Hhink thal st Fas IR a
B0 think thal st asi the o s onve o dhe
shich leads o o sceolal condition uader whic

will be

gyl

roindastey

ooonditings

EE

the nre

e landowners ¢

z
i

i cosid b

sting have Leen explained to pou o
. .

and betors you ke any ackion | owould sug

ihat afice e commitice has lectod that o

cotleotion be i !
for sl Towill sny fhat T ool contribube my
and that it be

Jvided eqgually

whole income from this

eduded in the oollecthion

among the four, oiuding my

FTIN minister;

b Emith noming

Gavi Joues A0

rown naming

(e aotio

constoraabion aa

torss Daadl spre




pose

the ban

piopie

dren,

Now Yo o exoehnnge

catble, plano roxabie prop
and fled from the towoship @

fn fact, before the weel was over ey

raenbs Joft for the ass

the  Orose Bosds

vern and a lwroe numiber of people Trom obler

o exehango

s owpers nob 4o e one.

it Wi

Ted, as there were nonumber of poople pre

idens of Hiram

did not agree with the single tax

Hiluon,

The diniog eoom was arra

AW OPHE SROSRBEOATR TAVERN.

in the decora-

uoted single

WETE

Afier the cheering  had sobsided Bev. Jones

called the meeting to ordey and spoke 85 follo

o hadies aod Gontlemen . It is & great pleasure o

meet with vou here this evening, sod the honor of

being requested to sef as tewporary chairman is

appreciated. [ am opposed fo monopoly in all its
Torms, exespl when the government owos  the
mwonopoly, so 1 will oot wonopolize any of your

vime i talkis as there are oithers bere who sre

able and willing fo share the pleasure apd bonor of

sddyessing you, 1 now declare tlos meeting open

for basinesy, and awail your pleasure.”

Ry the cusiomary formal methods My, Jones was

hairman and Postmaster Johnsos seoretary.

newly elected scoretary advanced 0 he
speskor’s stand the choering was repewad, but when
hie unrofled » larye sheet of paper which was coverad

s and lines, and sesmingly

the awidienee shouted

vou ses the ond




wmzelves howy

dled For neder,

and fnally the secretary spoke as follows .
s Ladies and Gentlomen . It is very evident that
the diagram explains itself to 2 majority of voo hot

those to whom it does not we ranuest your a

ntion
and fthe cat” will be made as plainto vou as it is o

those who can see it alveady,

“The question of taxation is 2 simple proposition
when faken by fiself but like the cab in the picture
it is surrounded by 2 lot of unnecessary frills andd

Hourishes, and to make less difficull o sce the real

object in the drawing we propose o remove some of
the unnecessary features, and then probably all will
anderstand why so many proposition

eated while i veality they

&

em o pli-

are a3 pinin as sunshine
when looked at fn the proper way,”

As the secrelary was speaking Sol Brown ook
the picture of the eat and tacked it on a blackhoar?
and placed it a position where all the peonle conld
see it while the explanation of it was being maile,

Tiwe secretary then announced that Firam Wilson

would be the speaker for the evening.

The spprosch of Wilson o the speaker's stand
was the sigoal for saother demonstration sad be

o begin his

sdedress,

and Gentlerpen s The

oMy Chairman, Lag
honor of speaking here this cvening 1o 80 cothusing.

tie an andience is a plensure jo me, and 1 hope your
expectations will be realized.

n osee the cot’ i the picture will be our firsd

undertaling, and then I will try to explain why the
sinple tax s just a5 plain when 14 is uudersiood and
lnoked vpon in the right manner.

ce of paper and place it over

[ will take this pie
the eat i this way, aoed as all the nopecessary
flourishes are bidden from view yon can plainly see
ghat the oat is there,  In the same way the true and

proper method of taxation s obhseured by the muls

pliviiy of taxes and torms that compose onr present
svatesn, Lo the maze of import and export duties,
zt;l valovers and specifie, internal rovenue, licenses,
versonal property laxes, poll tazes, dog laxes, and
we lose gight of the fact that just taxa-

oiler axes
tion woald falt on each in proportion to éhe benefits
received and that the valos of the land which each

person oconpies 1s the exact measure of the henofits

which resali from the presenoe of

gy advantages

other people and the protection of goverament. It




iy

; be twicen for pubie
This should not be diflenlt to sen

DOEES. , and thag
iz about all there is o the single tax onl,

“The cat onglit 1o staml ol BEDEG

il olony 1y

thuse who own ho land and ave puving rent to those

whao do. The rent which the landtess e must

pay o the iandowner represents she value of the

bepelits of society and governmens, Bub this renter

is 4 part of society or the commumity and s worts

the governmens by paying taxes on the prodacts of
his lahie,  He thepefore pays twice for the benciits

of government, while the Lli;if{}ﬁ’lz“h as a landown.

£r, [_}i!.jb practically nothing.

LA tax on the products of laboy iz 2 fax on e
swmplion. A tax on consumption of e wecessi-
tiss falls heavily on those who do nob own any land

and are existing from day o 4 ay i a stabe of bond.
age that is worse thas vhaitel slavery,  The grester
part of cur ;mpui‘iwm can e classed as non-owners
of fand and to thein the advantages of ihe singla
tax should be plain as the cat in the piinre,

“Ancther olass which suifers from

ihe effeets of
the prosent system of thxalion sre the smail Bt
owaers and the swall business peopie.  Wien the

§
y
¥

u.rz»gmz-aq@x{ezv LG é-n:-it tim gron

Borowe by the s

g} upum owners and sma
how honest the ass

ness people, No o

v Faed that under the present

i

sy e, b
of taxabion the frue vahution of taxable property s,

in a great mensure, dependend on the honssiy of the
property owisrn, and the mors property the iax Py eT
st i Lrom

has the easier i will be for him to coae
1he assossor,

e

tlis of the present systom are more

plainly to seen in places that wre populated by idie

land ownors, whe not oaly eseape ihe pavinent of
taxes on theie Jand valees bui they also pegloct Lo

trn i the valoation of other property whisk, under

Bhe present sysiem, is taxahle.

HA dmrge cless of people who suffer Trom the

effects of the present svatern of taxation is composed
of botht vich and poor who desire to lmprove their
s huild ;
Bor g sword to place s valuation oo

ngs s caltlvat the

property by srec
soil,  The as

@

and 1613 plaig 1o be seon bhat the

ali Binpinve

am ool by on places a fine

neb pes-




Wy

e wi dshor e the

s ure but o Tew of

Yound,
e of
a reimady,

do not advoeats

for all the s of government

crivent i3 sugtained by pevenoe

2

tion, we clalm that the crooked apd apjust

ig

i the root of

of waxspion which we have o

wh of the social s from which we sve

SPhaps i so mueh that can be said for this

reform in texation that | hardly know where o end
my rewiarks,  Huat as !-Eiiﬁ s our (st ﬂsa:ml;iaa;z arul

antil you

a5 we hope to conlinue these speetings
the cat, T will new give place 1o others who

all o5 his cat,
may wish to gpeak on this subject.”

After the addvess a fow short talks were |

iabuned
bo oo when the meebing adjourned the sentimend

was anasimousty in favor of continuing the gatber

ings from week 10 weok,

1

thai o rope

oflen s
il bhe

fmprovomenis and eoncentrate them on the value of

wes on pergonal arope [' v uzzfﬁ

innd, would relieye the srge portlon of

i

thelr tazes

the b

dens of the farmers

This opinion is very
among Tarmers thewseives,  They are acousiomed
b Bhiink slat the
in e form of mond

sront wealth of the oitfes sz bel

s, dewelry, furniture,
duable buildings, ole

B, whs&a they v el thon.

\Bi‘»% mi the obiel paers 4,4 Land,
ile the

As aomatter of Iacd, wh greatest aress

fand are undoubted] the o gt

land values are in Thﬁ furm londs of

fhinnis are

and being i

,
ining nnd v

midst of one of the vreatest m
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ad lar

ieulta
in the cownbry, A cment by the

Siate Boresu of Labo v average

valve to be 83287 por ail im-
while a stngle seve of land in ihe basi-

provements,
ness portion of (Chies
Thus an seve of land pesr the business cenger of
{hicago s worth ss muck as 250 000 ncres of {ine
farsy land,  The ares of the oty 15 127,004 a¢
and th(‘mwh it is nod all as valuable 2s the Lmzz;
: s . it is nearly all bandreds of times more
valushle i,;hm; favim land.  While the land in ths
business portion of Now York reaches $15,000,G04
por acve, or more than €000 Hinos farms of eighiy

has a valee of $5, 060 460,

acres each,

In other states, where the land is less level or
less fertile, or Turther from market, i is the exeep-
tlon mather than the rule to find an mproved farm
has any great cash value sxclosive of all is-

provements, and oo farm land can be pod fo 155 beat

use nuless e bmprovements are worth more

the bare laad

that

tlisn

af Lhe bl <§|*w ngm!;
of the

ol construction, may ?;E@ floxrs,

Broure treases, and  elegant

siarentalion, A ong

eful wpprs
and the value of

et of ‘L%za‘: sosl of
the

fand on whiel shows  Bhat the

Ly-serapers 7o aonsbl.

cvelue of the fand and Buaild
it ie
e per cent. of the wvalue, and the land on

sihor. The butldd

which they stand, (fone por cont. Most of these

are over twelve storiez high, and alt of them bave

Soven sbores or more Al have the lstest modarn

£, LKL are a class the most costly

Cef, thie dand on which they

sl increases in value

I

5,

all the bulldings de.

s o deony,

the  consheo.

;f}ahafé(ém by law, wo now




[ZH LA EFIN RN

Pullman

the Chicago Opera He 3,
V@ g find that not w sin

the Igquituble

one of thes

worlth as muel as

s, while on the

tute 27 per cent. and LES{‘" lmz T3 per oo

wotal value,  OF wourse this ropRLny }E}éf!’"

sized with the ;w‘;:;:-zll-;_‘—i' haiid that

¥ oyvalug,

srcent, of the bnp

it s conside

these grest sbructires, and that would accrue W the

that large nuwmborz of lobs o ail are held

manifest frowm §

a5, HOE be

vacant by spacalators, 16 will ba soen lg‘ Lo exernpt

fapd wvalues only, wonld

im Brovenmentd an

inorease the buvdens of the

i, and  pEoBorLioo. ; L e B -
: . a props hest reliod wiach $he sin-
ately velieve rural

belng would coms o

cxemption of

have s grealer acreage value mmi mod

arvises from

Portile as these Luds

2, aoeupried i_\,}:

awned by the

properhy

o and thrifty population, copvenient to tran

hears a greater ysbio LW

ape bhal U cannob

!_*;(‘;.z‘iaiﬁuis)%%. by water and land, and oear the gread v of sueh g

i cerialr

Lnown i
Eapmey w;_';a..z!{l he burdonad

v oor his deputy,

apd boos cap be e;}a}ilz;;,{}ﬁ and the vaine |
A oarefel investis

recently be very faiely egttmalied, On |
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worth of persenal properiv, reforned an
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worih B30
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