br. Edword Hicbivnn- Jhe Rebel Friest
Sol gioasxy '
'As the 20th century was being born, gloon and despalr se*tled'
ever the towq of Newbarg, N. Y Its most popular end Heloved pastOr,'”fsi;
Father Eﬁward McGly"n,elay near death in hls rectorv at St Marys?ifﬁfﬁﬁﬁf

Church.’ Two prOmlnenu Drlests were rushlng to hls bed31de, hopznb;e;%f'

-sto shere hlS 1ajr:

.Dr“ﬁR?C grd Burtsell

fhe other, Archblshop %1chael orrlgan pl uew Yowk QEO_teifteee f;if"'

3 L
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years. earller ‘was respon51b1e for HcGlynns exco munlcatioﬁlfrom the oo

ﬁCathollc Church ¥1th_h1s 1ast words;f"Jesus,_have;mercy 0“ me"

..;“.

Father N0u1ynn lapsed 1nto ‘a comea and dlea on Jenuary ?, 1900 a.

'V1ct1m of heart anu kldney fallure..gjj"
vlrtxally the ew re town of Newburg attended hws funer:l and

,denarture. Leaders 04 all magor félths, Prdestaﬂt Ca nolwc and

Jeulsh'p;r 101oeted. Pls remalns were taken to 29 Street ln knh”a ts*’57
were he WOU¢d lle in state at St. Stephens Churr*’h hls home for 21 e
years. The Nasalncluaed two hundred prlests, Arcqblshop Corrlgan

{who pre31de%)ffa BlShOD and a Vlcar General 4 group of - unlforwea'
rLetter Carrlers formed an honor guaré around the casket ho flowers -
'were pe”mltted 1n ﬁeference to Ncuiynns ulshes, "Flowers are for bbe
14v1ng and not the dead“: As manj ;e'45 000 cane to pay their resnec.s'
to the fallen prlest They 1nc1uded a Wﬁde crosswsectlon of the 01tyzs*

poor. partlcularly Lhe Irlsh Also partlclpatlne were Protestant

- U"

‘“

: i o
Jews. agnostles, reformers and leader \ofgthe labor movement,s.;?ﬁej;_ A
eere, Of partcular note was the 1arge 3resence of women ?t the churc e‘ -

||g‘

The case of the. ?fI;_Dr° Eduard NcGlJnn is a v1ua¢ part of both the

5 - f:
hlstony o’ Cabh011c1sm in Amerlca anu tne stvuggle of our poor Tor -
- - . [ . 1 o
recognltlon a1d resnect ‘The lssues and events surroundlng his life
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alﬁost one hundred years ago0, bear clese parallels with our concerns

tof today.

Born on the Lower East Side 1n i837, he was ihe product of a
financially successful and devout Irish Catholic immigrant fam ily. _He
was one of eleven children, After c0mp1et1ng his basic education in the
cit%ns pgbllc schools, he was chosen by BlShOp Hughes to attend the -

" Vaticans Urbah'College of the Propaganda in Rome, At age.23, he received

a Doctorate in Philosophy and Theﬁlogy.-A recipient of the schools goid
‘medal for scholastic acheivement,he was "ihe recognized and beloved
leader of the class.”

Ordained a priest, he returned to New York City in 1860 to launch
his pastoral career. His first -assignment as-assisrtant.to Father'Thomas
" Farrell of St. Josephs Church in Greenwich Village was a forerunner of
things to come.Father Farrell was an outspokén abolitibhiét and friend
of Abraham Lincoln. His will bequeathed $5,000 towards the establis'h-
ment of the Tirst Black Catholic Church in New York Cltv (St. Benedict
of the Moor). His young assistant, Fathér McGlynn, was soon to become
~a leader of Accademla, a2 group of pr; fs who ﬁet'feéula rly at St.
Josephs to discuss and examine Cathollc dOgma ‘and custom. They encour-
aged an Amerlcanlst form of Cath011c1sm combining religious values with
the democratic 1deals of the natlon. After serving as Chaplain to the
Central Park Mllltary Ho,pltal durlng mhe Civil War, McGlynn was ' _
rewarded at age 29 with the largest rectorshlp in the 01ty~ St. Step%ens-
-which boasted a congregataph of more than\ZS,OOO parishoners! The
composition was largelj Irishjworkihg.class (the Irish , at that time,
were the largesf éthnic groub in Manhattan). |

(3

QQ;;_During nis fenure of 21 yéérs,.the 26st church became a mecca for - -
A, . , :

religious visitors of all denominations. Father McGlynn was respons-

ible for the growth of the parish both ascet.ically as well as materizlly.
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His commitment - to his vows brought him in daily comtact with the
problems of the Irish poor in the city. With a deep concern for the
children, he established a large orphanage in the church serving =

"~ over 300 destitute offsprings of the poor. His successful Sunday
School - boasted overrlfdo members. Early signs of tension between
Father McGlynn and_his superiors revolved around one major omission
frOm the churchs many act1v1t1es— a p&?Qﬂﬁal school Dr. McGlymn

. was adamﬁnt in his- refusa;to setone up in his parish, threa+a“1ng .......
to seek a mlsseoncry assignment in the Orient if ordered to do so,
He was aconfirned bellever in the total separation of church and
state. supported a proposed amendment to the Constltutlon that
would fonibit any governmental aid to church related functloﬂc
ParOChlal schoo?s. in McGlynns eyes, "developed a spirit of intolf
erance and disunity in our American-citizémship_which would fcster
harm, not only to to the country, but to the church jtgenre.,

- ﬁnother factor, widening the schism between the pastor and
his bishop, was ﬂcGlynns constant aprearances om ClV¢C pLatzorms
.w1th rellglous leaders of o1her falths, particula&y men 11ke
_Henry Ward Beecher and Howard Crosby, two promlnent llberal Prerestrnt
theologlans of the time, Alqo his granting of part of his meager
sakry (3800 a year) for the establlshment of a Hebrew Temnle
~across the street from St. utephens, was to some cause for alarm,
At one point, hls crltscs referred to McGlynBs drlnklng habits
but this charge proved absurd ? aerellct auestloned by the police
bore on his clothing the sewn in name of “"Dr, Edward McGlynn",

" Upon 1nvest1gat10n, it was determined that the clothing in quesfion

had been made for MeGlynn by his women parlshoners who were upset
7’ i
by their priests sheddy znd shabby appearance. “v1dently McGlynn

had accepted the gift and than glven it to the first needy person'

he met. This was typigal of the mans~he cared little for his own

>



needs.

As an Irish American, the cause of home'rule for Ireland
found a powerful ally in Rev, McGlynn. In 1880 he made public
appearances wlth Irlsh leaders endorsing the cause of Irish freedecm
and the dlstrlbutlon of the land to the farmers, His personal con-
tact with the Irish-American poor in his parish bore heavily on

his mind and- consc1ence. He would express 1t in this- manaer.-”Tne

“-never ending procession of men, women and children coming to my
door begging riot so much for alms as employment, I began to ask
mjself is there no remedy? ..., I began to study a little. politic-
al economy. to ask*What 1; Gods law- as. to the maintenance of his
famlly_down here below? " | |

Matters came to a head durlng the mayoral’ . electlon of 18c¢,
Fatner NMeGlynn, in hlS search for economlc solutions, had read
Henry Georges book, "Progress and Poverty" Strongly influenced by
the Single-Tax theory as a Mmeans of spreading tne natlons wealth,
He enuhu51astlcally Jjoined in support of the Henry George candid-
acy for the mayor of the city. The United Labor Party, a ‘coalition
.of Soc;allsts, SlngleuTaxers. labor unions andrreformers, sSponsores
a mass’ve electlon rally at Cooper Union with Father NMeGlynn, Henry
George and Terrance Powderly 4- leaeer pf the_Knights of.Labor) as
Speakers, Archblshop Corrigan, McGlynns superior was enraged by

-Bhis briests 1ntent10ns equatlng the Slngle Tax movenent with social-

ism anonaﬁil church, He ordered the prlest to refrain from appearlqg'

at the risk of ﬁe;ng suspended from hlS parish. The 1abor priest 1¢-
refused tc comply clalmlng hlS rlghts as a citizen of 3 democrat1
communlty. Father MeGlynn not ; only spoke at the. meeting but’ 1ntrcd;
‘uced Henry Geage to the largely Irish audience, The electaon was won
by the Democrats whose Tammany Hall controlled the election machin-

? ‘ 4,
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erYey However, the Labor Party candidate came in second outdistan-
ing.the'Repuinean'young Theodore Roosevelt. Many felt that Henry

George was the victim of election fraud and was truly the winner,

‘McGlynns participation gave George a large Irish vote.

But Father McGlynn was to pay the price for his refusal to

comply with his superiors. He was suspended from his duties as a

priest and hlS case was sent to ROme for dlsp031tlon. Fas51ve

m;protest rallies followed NcGlynns suspenSIOn led by hls own parlsh

oners. the Slngle-Tax movement and the city labor movement Arch-

‘bishop Corrigans replacement at St. Stephens was met by a hOSul;e

COngregatlon. The oustodlans fefused to heat the building, tne

choir wouLd not participate in the Mass and contributions dropped

sharply. Cn June 18, 1887 one of the largest rallies in the cit%ps

'history was stzged. Led by one thousand St. Stephens parishoners,

& parade-from the church to Union Square atiracted up to one hundred

_thousand supporters{ Over 100 Trade Unions in the city part1c1yated

with Samuei Gompers on the podium with MeGlynn, Nevertheless.'ope

;-month later,Pope Leo Xllrexcommunlcated the - Rev. Dr. Edward NcGlynn

from the Cathollc Churoh denylng him all the Sacraments lncludlng

Extreme Unction, McGlynn had refused to go to Rome to explain his

~

aoiions and the ouster followed S

1 t

1Undaunted the deposed prlest took the offensive. With Henry )
George and the support of large sec ions of the aorklng class. he
announced the formatlon of the Antl-Poverty 5001ety. Thousands

responded to his weekly call for Sunday meetings at the Aoademy of

' Mus1c._”he Society had as its alm, "the spreading by such 1awfu1

and péaceful means, the knowledge of the truth that God haslmade
|

ample provision for the needs of men durlng their residence on

Earth and ~that poverty is the result of human laws that allow

1nd1v1duals to claim a private property that which the Creator has
i .



ﬁfovidea for the use of all."” The excommunicated priest concluded
his purpose with an attack on the "ececlesiastical machin that
dominated tHe church hierarchy. * Religion will never be right until
we see a democratic Pope walking down Broadway in a stove-pipe hat
and with an umbrella under his arm, And instead of being carried

on mens arms, he will have the jcke. on them, for they will carry ns

in their hearts."

NcGlynn gave his famous, "Cross of the New Crusade” address. The ° =
basic premlse stated, "It is the d01ng of gustlce,_by the 1ncul~
Vcatlon of the splrlt of equallty,llberty and fraternity on earth,
Vthat we shall prepare the way for the glorious mlllenn1al day when

" it shall be sométhing more than a prayer and in great measure a real-
:ity-'Thy Kingdom éqme. thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
?ake'up then, the ;Cross of the New Crusade'." This speech would hea
repeated again and again on platforms throughout thée nation as
McGlynn travelled around the eountry on T _:-5_;., tour. As

‘a speaker he was elequent, magnetic and an imposing flgure. He also
wrote artlcles in prominent journals of the day exsr8531ng his views
'on major 1ssues of the day. He was recognized by many as "a workers
~priest”"and his ouster from the church was to many Cathollc poor a
personal affront. VWhile a considerable number of Catholics were‘dier:

3
tllusioned , he urged them to remaln in the church

The arrlvaL in the Unlted States. flve years after the excomm—

unication, of Archblshop Satolll initiated a rather remarkable chaln--

-0f" events, With authorization from Pope Leo XI1T to investigate the
' o
McGlynn cése, he called upon ?he former prieft and Henry George to
. . _ : ‘
. _ j .
present in writ ing their ecornomic views. Satolli then appointed !

& |



four prominent Catholic theolegians from Catholic University in
Washlngton D.J= to examine these statements behind closed doors. The
four concluded unanlmously that there was nothing in McGlynns ideas
that were contrary to the teachings of the Catholic Church. On Dec.
23, 1892, Pope Leo XIIT the same Pope who excommunicated the Americzn

priest, res*ored him w1th full rights angd privileges to the priest-

hood of the Catholic Church Thls amazing actlon deﬂanded no retrac-

1-t1@n from McGlynn and,” "in iTself constituted a tac1g.acknow1edg-
-ment that his'eXCOzmunlnatlon had been a dreadful mlstake "

| ‘But,as in ﬂany victories, there was anote of de feat Yhere
uould McGlynn now serve the church? His desire was, of course, io
return to his beloved St Stephens but Archbiskop Corrigan, his
superior, would make the assiznment. The result was the rectorship
of a small church in Newburg, New York,a far off suburb of $he city,
MeGlynn , in failing health spent his remaining years there at St,

Marys Church. He was s0 popular that he was offered the mayoralsﬁup

't"\

of the c1ty- but of course decllned Qé spec al occasions he came
K.X-City, one beinc the death of his good friend, Henry George. His
eulovy at Henry Georges funeral was extremely mov1hg. He ended it
with the statement "There was a man sent of God and hlS name was
Henry George.” The solemn: audlence responded in wild applause.

His own death three years later ended a remarkable life,
Buried in Calvary Cemetery in Queeﬁé. a Memorlal Committee erected
a'lifé sized statue o him that stands 1n Woodlawn Cemetiry in the
Bronx.  o Visitatio ons wer%éonducted to both cemeterles for many

- years after hlS death honoring his meﬂory.

Praise for his accompllshments came from all facets of soc-.
| | i

iety, 1 Labor leader Jokn McNackln noted, "The downtrodden hailed him
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" as a new Moses. The rich, the privileged class, looked upon him
as a revolutionary, an ememy 5f society. And hence the cry went forth;
*Society must be saved' and saved from what, the doing of Gods justice
on earth, The obeying ot the Commandment of tre Master,'thou shalit
“not steal'“_--

The promlnent Rabbi Stephen S. Wlse pointed out at his ma“orlals
*We know him for that he stood for the truth and defended the

: right If all the world were made up of Father MeGlynns there would be

no persecutions of the Jews,.. .He was not only a priest of the Roman
Catholic Church but of that large church.in which all men are bound
together in the eyes of God, the Father," |

.A prominent social reformer and poet, Ernest Crosby, son of
the Protestant Rev, Howard Crosby, s1mply and DOlgnehtly expressed

it 1n free verse.

~ Edwarc Mcglynn 
His face had that beauty which comés
from a lifetime of-Love for men. |
There is no other beauty equal to it.
,»ﬁhere;is no other or shorter process

for!échieving it. . ' |

It is a growth as slow‘and-inevitable e .
Vzhd‘satisfying as that‘of an oak. | | i; ?i
It defies all hypocr;gy and imitation. |

It is the last tcuch oi the flnger of God

in the creation of man. T _ B 5 ‘ o

The significance of McGlynns historical contribuiion is

————

expressed 1n the preface of a falrly recent reprint of his blography.

l
The Rev. G.J. Gustafson wrltes, "Cases like thls neYer bpcome dated.

|

They are relevant in 1968 or 2168, for they revolve around 1ssue 50
basic as to be timeless. Thus the world of Edward McGlynn, to our sur-

8.'



prise, does not at all seem remote or removéd from contemporary exp—
erience. There is an internal relevancy about. certain problems whicr
the churches must always confront, Each age must decide as btest it czn
what is social justice, and fraternal Chafity; what is relizgion, and
what is politics.™

Needleséltofséy. while the remains of father Edwarad McGWyﬂn

lie in Calvary Cemet@ry, hlS splrlt is very much-alive today. Whathcr

mlt be at.+he Vatlcan Counc1ls, or a poverty strickened villzze churcn
in Central and South America or in the staterments of Amerlcaﬂ Catholic
bishops concerning paverty and world peace. His concern for uhe ﬁuman
condition on earth and in the needs of the mzny are very much a part of,

our concerns for today,.

the End



