October 24, 1985

By JAMES F. JOI-INSON

ne hundred years ago, on Oct 10, 1885, Cardmal

‘ John MeCloskey died after20 years as head of
the New' York Archdiccese.

There was no.speculation concermng his succes-

" | sor because Bishop Michael Augustine Corrigan,
the coadjutor, was standmg in the wings, 50 to

speak. He held the post of egadjutorfor ]ustexactly
. five years, before which posmon he was bishop of

"} . Newark for seven years.

The bishop's parents ¢ame from the vicinity of

o Kells in County Meath. The Corriganfamily settled.

- in Newark, N.J. (part of the New York diocese
until 1853) , and it was inthe schoolsof that city that

© going to Rome. Subseqiiently, he would have a
very 1mportant identity with Seton Hall whére he
served as ‘president foria decade, and labored
beside Blshop Bernard MeQuaid who wasdestined

-choice for- succession was the “youthful Bishop
- Corrigan, aiready m charge of 'he dlocese and only
' .33 years old; :

"+ In the: Comgan years ‘the orgamzat}on of the
" .Church in America was totally different from
_ -toda_y., John Williams of Boston had little interest
" in affairs outside his énormous New England

. tha_t the mf_luence of the A_tlantlp _Seaboard pre!ates

wh1ch enclosed a 19~bell c‘

Early New York b:shop wa_s ai

|- thefuture drchbishop received liisedueation before -

to make noisy outburstsinthe New York Province—
and well beyond. When Bistiop Bayley waselevated -
to, Baltimore from Newark in‘1872 the -obvious

Province. Feehan of Chicago was in poor health. .
Patrick A. Kenrick of St..Louis was becoming *
infirmi-and moving to a day. when he would be 50
yearsin the hierarchy. Hence, it becomes obvious

. bestfoundry He enjoyed the esteern and conﬂdence ]
“of his provmmai bishops—five in New York State

- and two in New Jersey. His relationships with the =
genial and gentle Cardinal James Gibbons in *

- Baltimore and with Archblshop PatrickJ. Ryanof”
Philadelphia were pleasant; the latter was a fre-= .
quernt preacher in St Patrlck’s Cathedral [or spe- . |

¢ial oecasions. - ~
Amongthe majorissuesof conicernto Archb:shop
Corrigan werethe schools question—public versus

parochial-=—the founding of Catholic University- and.

" the institution of an apostolic delegate for the U.S.-

Msgr.. Francesco Satolli, the first delegate, was -+

- hardly.a trained diplomat and was at a loss to -
 understand the democratic approach.of American -
" prelates. The final very painful epxsodemone that:

“involved Archblshop Corrigan in particular was. -
the Father McGlynn case. This Manhattan pastor . |
Jjoined hdnds w1th Hem'y George Who was exs .

McGiynnwentoverbo rdforthecause djsobeymg
the archbishop’s- strictures, he was suspended.
This only accenfuatéd the situation and bmught
the pros and cons into sharper conflict.

H

Church hinwry fmff fm- some 50 years

l o= ER




