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CHRISTIANITY AND POVERTY.

FATHER HUNTINGTON'S APDRESS AT THE THIRD MEETING OF THE
ANTI-POVERTY SOCIETY,

This is the first time that I have had the
pleasure of coming to one of the meetings of
the Anti-poverty scciety. SBome things I have
seen about these meetings in the papers—some
things on the one side, some things on the
other. . .

"I want, in the first place, to speak of cne
accusation that has been made against this
society, an accusation that, it seems to me,
ought to il us with profound surprise. We
had a right to be locked upon as cranks;
we were used to that. We had a right to ex-
pect that people would tell us that our plans
were altogether impracticable and would not
work in a land of monopolies and corpora-
tions. But there is one charge I think we had

& right not to expect, and that is that this so- |

ciety rests on an un-Christiap bagis.

I say I think that that is an extraordinary
charge—the charge that becanse this is an
anti-poverty society and because we are try-
ing to gebrid of poverty we are somehow
fiying inthe face of Providence. It is said to

. be unseriptural. .That charge is in the minds
of a great many good, respectable people who
are rather timid withal and afraid somehow
that this is going against the church and the
faith and Christianity. ' .

The trouble is just here, that people do not
understand what the word *poverty” means.
They do not know what the thing is that this
society is working against. Poverty and
wealth are relative terms. The other day in
one of the magazines it was said that the cou-
dition of the peasintry of Italy is so bad that
they regard the man who grinds an organ
here as a sort of millionaire. That shows the
relative nature of poverty and riches If
poverty means a condition in which men musb
<o some work in order to live, then that is
noti the poverty against which we fight, for
we believe in the dignity of toil. But that is
#ob what poverty means. The word means,
as we use i, a condition of things under
which men live as their Maker never meant
them to live,

The Bible does not say that we have got to
keep people in such poverby as that, I know
well that my Master said, “The poor ye have
with you always.” And we have had them
for 1,800 years. He did not say you should

keep thern poor always. We need not, there- |

fore, rob a man of half his earnings and
pen him up in a sty for fear that the Master's
words woi't come triwe. I know there isa
blessing on poverty. *‘Blessed are the poor
In spirif, for theirs is the kingdom of Heaven”
e —aud they can be thankful for it, too! There
are some other blessings: *Blessed are ye
when men shall perseente you and revile youn?
—but I never knew that it was the spirit of
Christianity' to persecute men for fear they
svou't win ehat blessing, No more do [ think it

is necessary to keep people in such poverty as
we are organized to oppose for fear that,

otherwise, they wont et into the Eingdom

of heaven.

If it is true that Christ eame into the world
to keep pevple in poverty, it is very strange
that His apostles should have begun by insti-
tuting a state of things in which poverty
was practically impossible. Yet that is ex-
actly what they did. 'This is what was
said of the state of things imme-
diately after the ascension of our Lord ;
“Neither was there any among them that
lacked; for as many as were possessors of

| lands or houses sold them, and brought the

prices of the things that were sold and laid
them down at the apostles’ feet, and distribu-
tion was made untc every man according as
he had need.”

That does not sound like poverty. Itispre-
sumed that these men knew what the Master
wanted. Letus see what, thirty years atter
that, St. Paul laid down as one of the rules
for Christians: *For I mean not that other
men be eased and ye burdened, but by an
equality that now at this time your abun-
dance may be a supply for their want;. that
their abundance also may be a supply for
your wank; that there may be equality.”

That does not sound like poverty either,
does it? If we are to be told we are “Aying
in the face of Providenee® and called *4m-
Christian” because we have formed an anti-
poverty society, will they please explain these
passages tous. The fruth is that real poverty
isnot a blessing; it is a curse, just as persecu-
tion s a curse, sickness is g curse, death-is a
curse. . The cross of Christ has power to turn
eveni these curses into blessings, but Christ
came to remove the curse. He healed the

sick, He raised the dead, He taught men to

love and not to hate, and He came to make
men not: poor, but rich. This is what St. Paul

' says: “For ye know the prace of onr Lord

Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet
for your sakes he became poor thab ye,
through his poverty, might be rich.” Christ
came into the world for the very purpose of
eradicating the poverty against which we are
working, and the church has been the great
anti-poverty society of the ages, only she
should have done her work more thoroughiy.
If she had we would not now stand here with
these awinl problems to meet and deal with
in such ways as we can,

I dare say some people will find fanlt with
me for being here to-night—on Sunday night.

I say, is there not a eause? If the church is

_still leaving the poor in their misery because

she does not yet oppose as she “mighé
the injustice in the world, then I suy is not
there reasan for every man who bas  love of
rightecusness in his breast to rise up and
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say to every other man who feels the same love
burning -in his heart, *Let us stand together
and do what we can to seb things right?
-And I think that there is something more to
be said. I think that thode who are Faulting
this tnovement as being- un-Christian have a
good deal to answer for to One to whom
we must all answer. It seems to me ah
insult to the God.that made us and to the
Christ that died for ustosay that it is His will
and purpose that we should keep men’s bodies
cramped, their eyes dimmed, their minds
stupefied nnd their souls bardened with vice
that we may have the poor with us.

The conditions of life in large tracts of this
city are such that many of you do nob realize
them and do not understand them. I saw in
the papers last Monday morning flings at this
audience because itwas well dressed. I do
not know much about dress; but I think that
that is & great thing to feel encouraged about
that people who can wear good clothes
should be standing up for the rights of
people who' have npot much more than
rags to cover them. I think it is something to
be encouraged over that men who have a
roof over their heads should be leoking out
for those who live in hovels where the rain
beats in. I think it is something that you
are looking out for your brethren. That seems
‘to promiise that better times are coming. The
thousands that gather at these meetings here—
although many of their names may not be en-
rolled in the books of Lhe Anti-poverty so-
ciety—are yet members of that soeciety in
their bearts when they say, “Never mind
whether we make anything out of it or not,
we will see that the poor get their rights.”

Once more I say their righfs, for it is not
almsgiving that the poor want, or charitable
institutions or beneficial sociefies or pious
patronage so much as simple justice. Remem-
ber Cbrist teaches that ounly those can be
truly merciful who are bungering and thirst-
ing after justice—for all mankind.

I do not think that you all really under-
stand the conditions under which many men
and women are living. T do nob think that I
understand them. My mind gefs perplexed
when I:try to” take in the misery of our
great  temement house districts, and
when I put it on paper I tear it up
and say it canpot be like that—as bad as
that; and yet I ecan verify every word
of it in the tewement houses and back yards of
the east side of New York. I do nob think
that we can, without an experience.of years, |
really put ourselves in the places of these
people. It is not only physical suffering; that
is bud enough. It is bad enough to see every
other child up 'and down the; streets with
granulated eyelids; it is bad enough to see
the discouraged men and women; it is bad
enouzh t¢ see in the tenement houses the
weary way in which the women toil
wp the stairs, it is bed enough to be told
of mothers whe have not emough nour-

.ishment in their bodies to feed their
little babes. Allthis is, indeed, bad enough;
but these conditions are not only cramping
the body, enfeebling the mind and making
the deathi rate so high, but they are dragging

_men aad women into utter sin and vice,

Men and women want to do right, but they

12 o'clock abnight.

cannot because of the conditions of life which
surround them. h '

Let me tell you one case that will stand for
thousands in this city—the case of a girl about
sixteen years old. She bad been confirmed,
she had had her first communion; she was
trying to de right; was at church every Sun-
day. Bhe was working in a shop, but was
rather dull and did not get along very well,
Her father, naturally & good man, but hard-
ened by the lowering life and ceaseless
toil of a tenement tailor shop, told
ber that if she lost her place he would
turp her out of house and home. She
simply could not do the work and was turned
away. ' She did not dare to tell her people at
home, and for a whole week she loolted for a
job that would give her an honest: livelihood,
going dut as if to the shop in the morning and
coming back atnight. Bhe looked all that
weel and did not find any. She came home

‘and said that the boss was going to pay Mon-

day night. That night she did not dare to go
home. The next thing [ heard, her father was
bhunting for her up and down the Bowery till
This Christian city had
practically said t¢ her, “You shall not have
even the privilege of living ‘except at the
price of sin.”

Something bas got to be done to stop that.
It is all wrong. You and I feel thai there
must be some chance given at least to the
children growing up, that they may bave an
cpportunity of earning their living m an hon-
grable way, and not be driven into sin and
shame by the pressure of the greed and
avarice and indifference and beartlessness of
those who hold the poor in their grasp.

In those houses pecple are crowded to-
gether in such 2 way that it is almost inevita-
ble that the bad should drag down .the good;
and there is no chance for the good to lift up
the bad. Itis just a grest heterogeneous mass
of human beings of all races and nationalities
and beliefs erushed together in a pestilent at~
mosphere, where every influence of barm
goes out upon men’s bodies and souls to drag
them down, where there cannot be a quarrel
in a family but it is heard all over the house,
and where the children rise up and lie dewn
with the sound of oaths apd impurity in
their ears. There is not 8 trace of beauty
anywhere in the distriot. And boys and girls
craving just a little of the brightness and
happiness ef the world are growing up in
dirt and stench, robbed of all the loveliness of
life.

That {s what is going on, and it is bear-

ing its expected fruits. You can see in the -

faces of many people—even children of
ten and twelve years—the hard, bitter, un-
happy look that comes, from such education.
Tt is against poverty of this sort that we are
organized. It is in the endeavor to bring the .
Jight and air into such lives that we come here
to-pight. That is the work which our Master
has given us to do, and every man and woman
who believes that God has given the earth
and sun and air $o the children of menis
bound to see that these wronged brothers a‘nd@
gisters have their share of the inheritance. .
What can be dene? Holding meetings is
one thing, We have got to have action. It
is not enough to talk and shout and then go
away feeling rather stirred and yet leave the



poor in their misery. You aund I are here
to find -out what. that action shall be—
to get light and knowledge for ourselves
and for others, I think we begin to see some
opening by which this misery can be put
away and by which the poor can have their
chance. Youand I, many of us people that
are here, begin to see the light. Many pedple
all over the land are beginning to see the
light.

I will read you what was written to me a
gshort while age by a young physician

of this eity: “Until Henry George showed
that it was. not the injustice of God,
but the greed and injustice of man,

that caused us all this misery, I, like
nearly all, thought that this condition from
‘some inscrutable reason had to be, and that

)] =
the condition itsell we could mnever removel
Now, thank God, the light bas come. The
path is as bright as day avd we must all hang
together 1o pursue it.”

That is what we mean, that is Whan we are
after, that is the call that is ringihg: out all
over this land. Remember the words spoken
here go omb from these walls, east, west,
north and south, rousing wen up. You hear
of men far away beyond the Sierra Nevadas
who are upholding the truth. ‘What you and
I must do is to staud firm, and stand together,
and say we will not stop because of all the
speers of newspapers, beoause of all the cavils
of complainers. We will not stop until we
have found out the way by which this wrong
can be righted and by which the poor shall
have the heritage that is theirs from the
Father of us all.

while we migh$ relievé individual suffering,

On Earth as Xt 1s in Heaven.
H, T. &. Marston. .
What i5 the sweet springtime to them
‘Who sicken in city slums,
Where never a flower puts forth her bloom,
And never a wild bee hums?

The glory of summer fiushes foll
On mountain, moor and lea;

But the haman swarms ia aliey and court
The glory do not see.

And when the autumn, with ruddy sheaves,
" Brings in the bounteous time,
The moiling million still grinds and grieves
In poverty, dirt and crime.

()
Have thew not uman lives to live,
~And human souls to save?
Are they foredoomed to be cradled in wand,
And to lie in a -pauper’s gravef

Have they no hope of the life to romel
No claim on the Pather’s lovel

Did not the Lord of the angels stoop
‘For thern from His throne abovel

©Oh! slander no longer the love of God
With the arth deceiver's lie—

That the poor were meant to slave on éarth,
And be bappy when they diel

The rich in their pomp, and the great in their
pride,
Have their purple and linen fine; _
But: thg lﬁaer are the heirs of the kingdom of
o .
And the, land of corn and wine.

No. The poor shall enter His kingdom now,
For its portals are free and wide,

Though Mammeon and luxury bloek the path,
And prejudice leagued with pride.

AH beautiful, true and holy things
The poor with the rich shall share;

And theirs shal] a double portion be
Who have double of want and care.

For the buman life in as all is one,
| Anda sweet and a sacred thing;

And the one great God is the lover of all,
The Father of all and King.

For the broad green earth He made for the
poor,
As well as the broad blue sky;
And He mea.ns that the poor shall be ha.ppy

her
] As well as when they die.
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