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What We Henry George Men Want.”

Speech by HENRY GEQRGE, Noveruber 1887

WHAT WE AIM AT is the abolition of poverty. We propose
to accomplish ilis by abolishing injustice, and our particalar aim
is to abolish that fundamental injustice which deprives so many
human creatures — aye, in cities iike this, the majority of the
population — of their natural right to the land which the Lord
their God has given them. The relation between man and the
planet he inhabits is {fundamental, and the laws which affect the
ienure of land, the relation between mon and the land on which
all must Hve, are the most important of all laws, We do not
mean to sayv that there are not many other wrongs to be righted,
that there are not many other things to do, but we do say that
the Tundamental injustice which deprives men of their natural
right to the element from which and on which ali must Tive is
imost important, and is the one with which we ought to begin,
Until we do away with that injustice we cannot abolish minor
wrongs or make minor improvements that will effect any perma-
nent good. We do not say that this is the only thing to do, bus
we say this 15 the firsi thing to do,

We propose to establish cquality between men with relation
fo the element on which and from which they must live: not by
dividing the land ap into equal pieces; not by taking land as the
formal properiy of the state and renting it out; not by taking
from anyhody any land thar he now has, but simply so changing
our system of taxation as to abolish all taxes now levied apon
labor and the products of labor and take by taxation for public
purposes that value which attaches fo land hy reason of the
growth of the community, ’

We do not propose to interfere with the rights of property.
On the contrary, we are sticklers for the righis of properiy.
What a man makes by his own exertion, whether of hand or of
brain, that we hold to be his agaiost all the world, Tf 2 man
plows a feld and plants a crop, we say that he alone is entitled
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to reap it 1f a man builds a house he ought to have it and ail
of it: and we say that it is unjust and a violailon of the sacred
rights of propertiy when our tax gatherers come down and say
i & man because be has {_ulumied his soil, becavse he has built
& house, because he has prodaced or accummulated w calih, thore-
fore the staie demands s corfain portion of it from him, We
say that such a system is unjust and that not one penny should
be taken froam a man becanse he has been industriouns and
thirfty,

We propese to leave to labor its entire product; we T‘M)‘{JO‘\C
te take Tor the use of the community that value that is pmguc «d
by no individual, that value which atiaches to jand, not by re
son of what its owner does, but by reason of the prowth zmd
improvement of the whole uammmm} - that that is just,
that it will give o the community what belongs to the commun-
ity and leave entirely to the individual what ;igmhlll belong
the individual: and being just, we say that it is

We say that il is bad policy to lax mon {or what they add to
the common stock of wealth; that he is a benefactor who makes
two blades of grass grow whu‘c one groew before; that the man
who builds & house 13 doing something not merely for himself,
Lut for the whole community; and that it is stupid o fux man
jor buildisg houses, or enltivating fields, or erecting factories,
or building ships, or doing anything whatever that des io the
crpmimion stock of wealth; that the staie shoukd onconrage indirs-
try, not discourage it; that no tax should be laid vpon the indus-
iry that produces or the trilt that accumula (hat in this great
fomd that comes from neihing that the mdn1d1m§ does lies the
proper, the intended means of supplying all public wanis That
fund we propose to take by abolishing our present faxes and
Jaying a single tax apon the value of tand irrespecitve if imprm’v—
ments, increasing it as far and a3 fast as we can until it shail
juke as nearly as may be the whole value of the land.

i

Yook in whatever ditection vou choose and see what henehts
will spring from this simple change, how much fraud it will pre-
vent, what temptation to bribery and corraption it will avoid .
Now the enormous advantage of the systom of taxation that we
propose is that the tax can be certainly assessed, ;;51E5 collected,
and will give no room Tor such of the fraud that is now carried .
on, and will not offer the fnducement to evasion that now exists




T and can't run away: it can't be hidden; it Hes out of doorsy
5t value can bo estimated with more certainty than ay other
And in putting taxes gpon that single ilem we shall get

id of 2 ho >§ officials ; we shall get rid of all these gaths that
people In every direction are now required to take, of all the
templations 1o perjury that our preseat laws give, and shall raise
our revenue withottt imposiug any restriction upon production or
diminishing it in the least. On ithe contrary, by imposing our
taxes in this way we shall prevent that monopolization of natural
opportunitiesy which everywhere vestricts production, and in this
Lroad and rich country i3 atready producing the tramyp and the
PAUPET ; ilat monopalization of natural opportanities that makes
1, tn the midst of Fundance and plenty, think of work as some-
thing good in 1t which forces upon us even in the best of
times the spect f thowsands and husdreds of thousands of
men willing to work, anxdious to work, but moable to find the
opportumity to work.

There, we hold, is the canse of all labor difficulities; there,
we helieve, is the camse of poverty. 1t is not the fault of the
Almighty, this horeid, bitter struggle for existence that is the
iot of so many thonsands today; it is not caused by the niggard-
liness of the Creator,  He has placed here enougl, and to spare,
jor all of us. Al we have to do i3 {o prevent monopolization;
sll we have 1o do is to secuie 1o cach ope his natural righti.

This simple plan of curs will utteriy stop the menopolizaiion
of landf by making it unprofgable.  What is the templaticn io
the mouopolization of land?  Commissioner Sparks inn his last
report paints i very vivid colors the manner in which the pubhe
larrd has been apnropriated by speculators and  grabbers, by
sireiching gramts, by making false entries, by everywhere getting
hoid of the tand ahead of the settler. Why? In erder 1o profit
Ly the value that will begin to attach to the tand as scon as
there is a prospect of settlement coming.

The moment it is made certain that whenever a value shall
attach itscll to the land irrespective of the value produced by
the iabor upos it, such value will be taken for the nse of the
community, then the templation to all this Jand grabbing will be
atterly gone; and not merely wili the femptation to kand grab-
bing in the future be destroyed, but all the land that has been
grabbed in the past will be released.  Duce iax the speculator
wha Bolds 100 acres of agriculiural land vacant as heavily as the




farmer who has plowed his land, has cultbvated o {arm and made
improvements ; once tax the holder of a valuable building lot as
muchk when it is vacant as a loi of like quality with a splendid
house 1pon it; once make sure that as the value of fand increases
the tax upon it shall incrense likewise, and the monopolizers who
all over this land are holding vacant city lots, uniilied agricul-
tural lands and unworked mines from the man who would be
glad to use them, will be forced to let them go.

See how the system would operate here in New York, Our
yast population 1s crowded togeiher, yet one-half the area of this
city is not built uponi Why? Not because there is not need for
more houses; not because there are not plenty of sites for
houses; but becanse the building sites are held by men who will
not or cannet use them themselves, and will not allow those who
want {6 use them to have access to them unless they first pay an
cunormots price. The simple effect of the change in taxation
which we propose would De 1o compel these men either to build
upon those lots themselves or to sell them to somebody else who
would, The moment the men who are holding land withoat us-
ing it shall be compelled to use it or give it up there will be an
abundance of land for all whe want to use it I don't mean o
say that under those circumstances every man would go and buld
himself a house, or that all of those unemployved men thronghout
the country woukd take op fartns and open mives; but this 1 do
sav, that enough could and would make use of these natural op-
portuenities {ie, land] for employment to relisve the glat in the
labor market; taking themselves owt of the {ierce competition fox
wages of an employer, they would not only employ themselves,
bat i deing so —— in producing wealth of some kind — they
would be ereating a demand for the labor of others in prodac-
tion, In that way it would be possible that any man willing to
work should be able to find abundani opportunity to work; and
the sctting this vast force of unemployed men at productive labor
would create a demand for commodities that would give new
vigor to every branch of business,

These, in very brief ouvtline, are the doctrines for which we
stand.

NOTE —*Original Title, Hhaf The United Labor Party Want,
tland monopoly vields monopoly rens. See Condition of Labor,
first footnote.




