Lomd and Labor Library Mg, 63

Published by The Henry Coorge Froe Tract Society, Endwell, MY EISA
O LeBARGN GOULER, Ediar-danager

Henry George Discusses 'Progress & Boyerty’
From “The Science of Politica! Eeonony,” Bk 11 ch. 8.

IN TANUARY, 1850, preceded in 1879 by an suthors edition in
San Fromeiseo, appeared my “Progress and Poverty.” . .. In this
book T took the same guestion [of Involantary poverty] that had
perplexed me, Stating the world-wide problem in an introductory
chapter, I found that the explanation of it given by the accepted
political economy wus that wages are drawn froms capifal, and
coustanily tend to the lowest amount on which labor will consent
to Hve and reproduce, hecause the incresse in the number of
Vahorers tends natursily o follow and overiwke any increase in
capital, Txamining this dockdine in Book I, consisting of fve
chapters, entitled “Wages and Capital,” 1 showed that # was
hased npon miseonceptions, sud that wages wure not drawn from
existing cepital, but produced by labor. In Bock IL, “Population
and Subsigtence” I devoted four chaplors to examining and dis-
proving the Malthusian theory. Then in HBook L, “The Laws of
Thsibution,” L showed fin eight chupters) that what were given
a5 Laws did not correlate, and proceeded fo show what the laws
of rent, interest and wages really were. In Book Y. {tour chapters),
f proved that the effect of matertal progress was 1o Incrowse the
wroportion of the product that would go ko reat. In Book ¥V, {twe
cha sy, 1 showed this to he the primary pause of paroxysms of
indastrial depression, and of the persistence of poverly mrnid
advancing wealth. Tn Book VI, “The Hemedy” (bwo chaptersh,
I showed the deguacy of all remedies for indostrial distress
shart of a messare for giving the eommunity the henefif of the
sncrease of rent, In Book VIL {fve chapters), I examined the
fastice; in Book VIEL (four chapters), the exact relation and
practical apphication of the remedy; and I Book X {our

chaprers), | discussed s effect on producton, on distribation, on
individunls and classes, and soeizl organization and life; while in

Book X. (five chapterst, § worked out briefly the great law of
hiurman progress, and showed the relalion to Inis low of wihat i
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1 the problem that arises in the &

work was the most thorough and exhasative exnrninabion
al seonomy that had ver nomade, going over in the
space of less than six hundred pages the whole subject that ¥
deetred it necessary to eiplain, and completely recasting political
OB,
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s aned Poverty” has L( in short, the most saceessful
w::rk ever published. Ity reases fais never heen
assailed, | .. "‘wt IO the scholastic politicsd
OO0 lan been broken, it has not heon Texpanded], as [ as the
Urme auticipated, by some one of it professors tking up what |
had pointed out; but & new and wtterty  inoclierent politics!
econory hus taken ity place in the schooly,

The new science speaks of the “science of econvmics” and ned
of “political economy;” teaches that there are 5o eiemally valid
natural laws: and, asked # free trade or protection bhe benefioiaj
of 3 the trusis he good or bad , declines to ¢ a categories]
answer, but replics thar Uiy can be de ltkﬁ only a5 o the ;3;5';12'«_:-
ar time and place, and by a histor igation of all thar
been writton shoat i, As such ing mty must, of course, he
 professors and lesred men, it leaves the professors of
5" who have alwost unive v faken the plac 2k
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for professors of - zmhf;m} e u;mm}'?’ to dictute a5 they ploase
withoul any semblance of embarrassng axioms or rul

“Progress and Poverty” is not g tex wk, but ondy an 'iﬁ{”'}};‘?
0 discover the natural Taws which portrol & greal social problem ®

A5 t0 my bocks-—a guestion that § s ;re*(guuﬁdv askod:
“Progross and Pmprzy is the most thorough, 3\12% Bz in reality a
seientifie book, and though i weiting it 1 J;ad tmml. tor ke
#s reasoning as clear as possible, there ave v 5 of it which
frow their very nature are difficul iy those whaz i'lw noi besn
secastomed to dme fmnhms i s book o be read, ot Gnee,
but several Bmes, “Sordal Problems” 8, in my opinion, s bet
hook for most people o begin with, P The Land o
and "Property in Land” Egmng shorter, are even befier ad apted for
the fivst rend m z large clags.”=
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